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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Northwest Nazarene University’s leaders are some of the best people around. They show great
promise in their investment in student’s lives and the overall NNU experience. The leaders
include: President Alexander, Board of Trustees, Faculty, Staff, and on-campus leaders. This
group of leaders not only makes important decisions about the future of NNU but they also
touch lives of students every day.
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Lead Retreat is a yearly event for all NNU'’s student leaders to come together at Trinity Pines Camp i
Cascade, Idaho to listen to inspiring seminars to prepare and motivate them for their positions in th
upcoming school year. Brick House director Jared Trygg shared “lead retreat is a opportunity for students f
learn not just how to lead, but to serve together
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The 2013-2014 NNU Student Government Association was made up of:
President Missy Colby, Vice President Melinda Melch, Social Vice President
Jessica Whittaker, Business Manager Davis Halle, Secretary Logan Freiberghaus,
Community Relations Coordinator Spencer Hassman Campus Ministries
Coordinator Shaun Hall, Publicity Director Tyler Dooghan, Oasis Director Ella
Jamieson, Athletic Liaison Sarah Blum, Campus League Intramural Director
Ryan O’Neill and Student Center Director Onjoli Martelly.
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Td' Covenant and Witness are the two student groups that dedicate
their summers to traveling across the northwest region, visiting
churches and summer camps to build relationships with different

.~ communities. The 2013 Covenant team consisted of: Becca Roberts,

| Paul Zukowski, Miles Wilson, Olicia Temple, Angela Archer and

Lucas Lyon. The Witness team consisted of: Ella Jamieson, Jessica

Whittaker, Elizabeth Beaty, Shaun Hall and Cody Henderson.
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Ford and Culver are NNU’s two freshman dorms.
Ford is lead by Resident Director, Jessica Novello
and Culver is lead by RD Mark Baas. Dooley and
Sutherland are the two sophomore dorms. Stacy
Freiburghaus is Dooley's fearless leader and Andy

Curry is that of Sutherland.
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Corlett is the home of NNU'’s Juniors! Resident Director Kylee
Ball and her Resident Assistant’s planned many fun events
including a Christmas party, nail polish night and a tea party!
Olsen and Kerkeide are the apartment-style housing for

Juniors and Seniors. Resident Director Jeb Anderson had a
group of Senior Resident Assistants who planned a unique
event for every single Sunday evening!




At NNU, there is a club for everyone. From ministry clubs to business clubs, students have the
opportunity to get together on a regular basis to discuss and participate in what is important
to them. Clubs teach students leadership skills and teamwork while they get to expand on

their knowledge in a subject and make friends along the way. 55



If you love to sing and perform, NNU has several different choirs you can get involved in.
NNU has several bands and musical ensembles that students can be involved in. Many
of these groups perform on campus each semester, as well as travel to churches and do

weekend tours.
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CLASS COUNCILS, SENATE, PEER HEALTH
EDUCATORS & LIFE GROUP LEADERS

Class Council is a great opportunity for students to get involved in leadership roles, while representing
their class. The Peer Mentors and Life Group Leaders team up with Resident Assistants to provide another
familiar face and outlet for connection in the NNU community. Peer Health Educators are students who are
excited about living a nutritious and healthy lifestyle and sharing that with their peers!
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One of the first big events from NNU freshman students happens the moment they arrive on campus move
in! Student leaders gather in front of Ford and Culver to cheer on the new students and present them with
a warm welcome. These leaders make it so that freshman and their families do not have to lift a finger, as

they carry all of the boxes, bins, and suitcases full of bedding and other dorm necessities up to the rooms.
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Freshman students divided into to stretch their boundaries for the scavenger
hunt. This is a great opportunity for the freshman class to bond within their hunt
groups and get a little messy! One of the highlights of the annual scavenger hunt

is the big finale at the Brick House for the big milk chug!
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Due to the fire danger level this year the bonfire almost happened without a fire. The Nampa Fire
Department gave SGA approval to light the match just in time though and the festivities were complete
with 8’mores, dancing, and connecting with new students and friends alike.
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Sticking with the theme of
Week One, students were taken
back in time with Marty McFly
in the 1980s classic Back to the
Future. Rootbeer floats were
served in classic Coco-Cola
glasses that each student got to
take home as a souvenir of their
night under the stars.
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Friday Night Lights is a competition of the dorms including Ford, Culver, Dooley, Sutherland, Corlett,
Olsen, & Kirkeide. Each residential hall represents a team and goes through a series of games that
ends in a big dance competition. This event is always a crowd pleaser, as it ends in warm memories
of running, skipping, getting flour in hair, and raw fish!
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Week One closed with the annual skating adventure at the Nampa Rollerdome. Rollerscamming
was a chance for students to show off their flashback and futuristic styles as they skated the night
away and avoided classes for just a bit longer.
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Freshman gathered at Trinity
Pines for a weekend of class
bonding and fun! Relationships
that will last a lifetime were .
established while the students
played games and listened to
motivational speakers.
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Led by SGA, students bundled up to gather at Idaho Ice World
to participate in a night full of slipping and sliding and friendly
competition. NNUers participated in games such as Red Light
Green Light, and “The Blob” on the ice. Although inevitably a
few bumps and bruises occurred, everybody had a fun time
and made great memories.
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Fresheree is a night full of smiles and laughs when students get to show off their best talents. This
years event was hosted by Tyler Dooghan, Onjoli Martelly, and Connor Back. Performances ranged

from singing, to dancing, to SNL skits. An unforgettable moment of Fresheree 2013 is when Dr.
Alexander shook his groove thang on video and in front of the live audience.
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TWIRP is an annual event at NNU that stands for the woman is required to pay. With the theme
being “Around the World™ this year, students participated in events such as exploring the zoo,
participating in the highland games, and attempting to break the world record for the longest line

of Irish dancing.
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Homecoming is a huge event that happens every fall, to celebrate NNU students past and present.
This year’s homecoming was NNU’s 100th Birthday, so the celebrating lasted a whole year! Home-
coming this year included the homecoming men’s basketball game against Point Loma Nazarene.
A huge concert put on by Michael W. Smith along with a choir of over 400 students and alumni. The
weekend was a wonderful way to celebrate NNU’s 100th Birthday.




This years fall play was the production of “Our Town”
by Thornton Wilder and in the spring “Fiddler on the

Roof” was performed. Along with the other Homecoming &
activities, “Our Town” was a major highlight to NNU |

students and parents alike.
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Santa and Mrs. Claus joined NNU students in the student center on the Friday of dead week to
spread a little holiday cheer! The men and women of NNU wrote letters to send to the North Pole,

constructed gingerbread houses, and even ate spaghetti “Elf”’-style with chocolate syrup!
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Campus League Activities consists of crazy games from Humans VS Zombies, to Tagged, to the

Amazing Race. Led and directed by Sara Oliver, numerous students participated in these campus
games and made some hilarious memories along the way. Oliver shares, “Being my first year it
was a learning experience for me but also really fun to get students involved who aren’t usually

involved. I hope all the students who got involved enjoyed it all just as much as I did!”
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A REACH OUT & SERVE

 COMMUNITY
LEANUP DAY




Community Relations Coordinator Spencer Hassman put on a great serve day this year where
students had the opportunity to serve the Nampa community. Whether they were raking leaves, or
painting fences, students joined in community to make Nampa a better place.
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Student Center Director Onjoli Martelly pulled out all |
of the stops this year for students during Wednesday
Night Live, a bi-weekly event for all students. Activities

included, ice cream troffing, frozen t-shirt contests and &

Corbin Maxey the Reptile Man!
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Students have come alive this year at Timeout. Shaun Hall helped to
light a fire in the student body as the Campus Ministries Coordinator

that everyone hopes to continue into next year. Timeout became more [

than mid-week break from homework, it became a place to quench our

thirst for relationship with our Heavenly Father.







The NNU Brickhouse is a well -know spot on campus. Directors
Jared and Stephanie Trygg and their staff plan weekly events, held
on Thursday evening for all students. Activities this year included a
birthday party for all, stoplight party, Christmas party, Halloween party,
Olympics party and any other amazing party you can think of!
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After a long winter break, NNU students are ready to come back to campus and reunite with all of
their terribly missed roommates and friends. To celebrate a new semester, Jessica Whittaker, our
Social Vice President, coordinated a night at full of hope for summer! Before heading over to the
Nampa Recreation Center for annual basketball, pizza and swimming, students enjoyed a “luou”
themed evening making lays, limbo-ing and drinking Capri Sun.
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Mr. NNU is an annual tradition that always brings the NNU student body to laugh and celebrate the pride
that goes along with being an “NNU Man”. This year, Nathan Knox won the crown after an incredible
performance on the drums, along with a “gender-switching” skit that we will not soon forget. In second
place, Tyler Dooghan impressed the crowd with his incredible dance skills and hilarious skit.
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Awareness week was themed “Healed” by Community Relations Coordinator,
Spencer Hassman. He hoped that bringing up tough issues and opening
wounds, students would understand more about themselves and their walks
with God. This years Winter Awakening speaker was Benji Rodes and his crew
from Seattle Church of the Undignified. Students were confronted with real
issues and new thoughts. Every night the Holy Spirit was felt heavily and lives

were healed.
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The Roaring Twenties was the theme of this year’s Black
Tie! Students dressed accordingly and headed out to
the Boise State University Sky Box where dinner was
served and photos were taken! The swanky evening
continued to the Boise Art Museum for cupcakes and

twenties-style dance lessons!
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e Women’s Soccer team, under coach Mary Trigg, faced a difficult
season and fought hard to bring home some glory coming out with

an overall record of 2-12-3. The women'’s team also picked up the

Academic Award by the National Soccer Coaches Association of

America.
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This year the Crusaders set a school reco:
when they finished the season 14-4 in GNA
competition and tied the school record
NCAA Division II competition with the
overall match record of 18-6. The team lose
no seniors this year and hopes to make ¢

even bigger impact on the GNAC when ne;

season comes around.
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The women’s basketball team had an outstanding
season with an unbelievable 20-9 record! This lead
to the team being voted in to play in Round One
of the NCAA Tournament in Seattle, WA. Megan
Hingston was also honored by earned a spot on
the 2012-13 Division Il Bulletin Honorable Mention

" Team. The women played hard and always drew

~  a big crowd, their season was nothing short of a

slam dunk!
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The NNU men’s basketball team ended their season with a 13-13 record.
Senior basketball player Jon Hawkins shares, “it has been an honor to
be with this group of guys. In my whole entire basketball career I have
never spent so much time with such character and studly guys.” Junior
Mario Donaldson shares, “throughout the year we developed a close
brotherhood. We had some rocky roads throughout the year, but we
finished very strong winning our last three games” Jon Hawkins, Kevin
g Rima, and Kenny Jones were named to the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference 2012-2013 Honorable Mention Team.
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The softball team has had a great season this year with a new coach and a young

team. Kayla Fadenrecht, a senior, had this to say about the season: "I believe that

we were the first team to begin rebuilding the program and set a precedent for
1e expectations of this team. Coach Wags has been great this year and I think the

team and this program will be very successful in the years to come.”
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The baseball team has had a grand slam of
a season this year. Not only did they travel to
Hawaii to play but also they have a great overall
record. With great players like Charlie Gorzo
who leads in runs scored, Greg Hata leading in

home runs, and Logan Parker with a .366 batting

average it’s no wonder that they are knocking

125 their opponents out of the park!
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he Crusader Track and Field teams both finished the season strong. In women'’s throwing Carly Dranginis
placed 2nd, Alicia Hedrick 4th, Jazzy Warrington 5th and Vessie Umu 6th. Vessie also placed 2nd in shot put.
Melissa Merioles took 1st in the 400 meter. For the men’s team Rimar Christie placed 2nd in 60 meters and 5th

in hurdles. The boys 4X4 relay took 2nd place. Both Crystabel Leonce and Rimar Christie broke school records

in prelims. There were so many other great performances and tons of PR’s, the Crusaders were represented
ell by the Track and Field team.




| This year the Crusader Golfers had many top finishes from graduate student Nick Hardy,
. Junior Connor Magnuson, transfer lan Briske, and Freshman Samantha Miller. Hardy won
the first individual tournament title in the GNAC NCAA Division I level at the Sonoma
State Invitational. The Women set their own record in the fall by shooting a single-round
team low of 323. The Crusaders hope to continue the efforts of this season when they
start up in the Fall.







Campus League is an intramural program specifically for the students of NNU.
The league is split into two categories of sports and activities. Led by Intermural
Director Ryan O’Neill, the program offers co-ed sports such as outdoor 4-on-4
Volleyball, Ultimate Frisbee, and Soccer as well as Men's Football, Women's
Powder-puff Football, Men’s Basketball, and Women’s Basketball!







Cru Crazies are the fans that attend
sporting events at NNU. These
individuals are not only fans but also
students that take time out of their
day to come and support the athletic
teams on campus. The Cru Crazies

are true fans that always show up to

the games decked out in red and

black to support the Crusaders!
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WHO'S WHO

ANGELa MONIQUEe ARCHER

Major: Christian Ministries, Music Theory and Composition

Post Graduation: I will be going wherever Jesus has me! Hopefully
working in a church somewhere, but anything to do with music will do.
In 10 Years: I hope to be somewhere new doing what I love with the
people I love. As long as I have that, I will be content!

Favorite Verse or Quote: As cliche as it is, John 3:16. It so beautifully
explains the deep love that God has for us, and finally accepting that
has changed my life and given me the freedom to be truly me.

MICHeLLe DORIS BORBEe

Major: Christian Ministries, Youth Ministries minor

Post Graduation: 1 will be the Youth Pastor at Longview Church of the
Nazarene while also receiving my masters through NNU’s Murdock
program.

In 10 Years: 1 see myself in 10 years still in ministry and loving every
minute of it!

Favorite Verse or Quote: | Thessalonians 1:3

TeaGaN MCKEeNNa CaMeRON

Major: Mass Communications, Graphic Design minor
Post Graduation: There are several options for my post graduation
plan:

A.If I get any of my internships, The Ellen Show, Disney, or the
Emmys, Iwill go where ever they ask.

B.Iwill try to work on the show Grimm or Portlandia as my family
lives in the Portland area.

C.Iwill move to Los Angeles with my best friends and go to the
Cinema Makeup School.

D. Go to London and try my luck in Europe.
In 10 Years: I will be a world famous Production Designer who is
obviously rich and married with 3.5 kids. I will live in Ireland in a
castle and be a falconer! But in all seriousness I hope to be happy.
For me that’s being with those I love doing things that I truly enjoy.
I hope ther is some travel, love and success in there, but if not,
whoever “futue happy me” looks like, I'm excited to meet her.
Favorite Verse or Quote: “Vulgarity is no substiture for wit.’-
Downton Abbey
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RIMaR CHRISTIE

Major: Biology/Biodiversity

Post Graduation: Train for the 2016 Olympics and represent
Barbados as a professional track athlete.

In 10 Years: I plan to be working as a Marine Biologist or a Sports
Psychologist with my own practice.

Favorite Verse or Quote: Philippians 4:13.

MeLISSa HOLLY COLBY

Major: English and Secondary Education

Post Graduation: | will be teaching high school English in Hawaii
for the next couple years.

In 10 Years: 1 hope to have completed a Reading Specialist
Master’s, be continuing my teaching career, and enjoying a family
of my own wherever the Army takes Cameron and I.

Favorite Verse or Quote: ““With mirth and laughter let old wrinkles
come”-Shakespeare in The Merchant of Venice.

DaRClI ROCHeLLE CURTIN

Major: Accounting

Post Graduation: This summer I will be an adult intern for Ernst
& Young in Seattle and if all goes well, I will receive a full time
employment off at the end of the internship. In June 2015 I will graduate
with my Masters of Professional Accountancy from the University of
Washington. Throughout that academic year I will have completed a
busy season internship at EY and will begin the four-part CPA exam.
I plan to have passed all parts of the CPA exam before I start full time
at EY in the fall of 2015.

In 10 Years: I hope to be starting my own family, to be well-traveled
and making plans to travel more, to have grown in my faith and to be
invested in a church. I don’t know where my career at EY will take
me, maybe the path to partnership or maybe a path away from public
accounting and into industry, Wherever my career and my life take
me, ten years from now I hope to still be genuinely happy.

Favorite Verse or Quote: “Wherever you are, there you'll be.”
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TYLER JOHN DOOGHaN

Major: Mass Communications

Post Graduation: My plan is to continue to grow in the area of film and
as well as my relationship with God.

In 10 Years: 1 see myself in the Northwest somewhere, maybe
California, but I hope to own a production company where I make films
that influence and challenge people to strive to better themselves and
the world.

Favorite Verse or Quote: "Fifty years from now, when you're looking
back at your life, don’t you want to be able to say you had the guts to
get in the car?”

JENNIFER LYNN FIELD

Major: Biology

Post Graduation: Attending Graduate School in Bioclogy.

In 10 Years: I will be hiking with my future dog.

Favorite Verse or Quote: “The best journeys answer questions that in
the beginning you didn’t think to ask”-Jeff Johnson, 180* South

FERNANDa LIMa De FRelTaS

Major: Nursing, Communication Studies minor

Post Graduation: After graduation I will work in the USA for a couple
of years and then work as a nurse-missionary in either Africa or South
America.

In 10 Years: 1 will be married, have a degree in counseling and will be
working as a missionary both as a nurse and a counselor.

Favorite Verse or Quote: Isaiah 41:10.



DaVIS JaMeS HaLLe

Major: Business Administration, Marketing

Post Graduation: Work in property management in the local
treasure valley area.

In 10 Years: Living in the Seattle area loving life with my wife Laura
and future children. Her in the established nursing world and Iin
the business world putting our well developed NNU education to
use. Favorite Verse or Quote: Phillipians 3:13-14.

OLIVIa GRacCe HICKS

Major: English, Political Science minor

Post Graduation: Right after Graduation, I'm taking a year off to
prepare for law school and intern at a law firm. I will attend law
school in the fall of 2015 somewhere on the West Coast.

In 10 Years: I want to be practicing law, and starting a family. I
hope I will have maintained deep compassion for the poor and
oppressed, and a commitment to justice. And I also hope to not be
cynical about the world, but still in awe of its lovely and redemptive
moments. But perhaps most importantly, in ten years, I want to
have grown in to a place where I love God, others and myself more
wholly than I did in 2014,

Favorite Verse or Quote:"Celebrate your existence.”’-William
Blake

GREYSON DaNleL KILGORE

Major: Youth Ministry

Post Graduation: I have recently been hired as the Youth Pastor of
South Salem Church of the Nazarene! Woohoo!

In 10 Years:I still want to be in youth ministry!

Favorite Verse or Quote: "Do the little things right every time.”-My
Dad
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MaXWeLL TYLER MOSER

Major: Mass Communication, English

Post Graduation: Over the summer and fall, I hope to be working
in either Washington D.C. or Los Angeles in an internship for NPR
or one of a number of film production companies, pursuing a
career in filmmaking and video journalism.

In 10 Years: A decade from now I want to have published a book
of Sedaris-style nonfiction stories and have written and directed a
feature-length film or documentary. I want to live near the ocean
in a tiny house of my own construction. I want to sleep in a loft
with a skylight. I want to have read many more books and to have
fathered many offspring.

Favorite Verse or Quote: “Come, let us have some tea and continue
to talk about happy things.”-Chaim Potok

SYDNee OORD

Major: Psychology

Post Graduation: Go to grad school to study School Psychology.
In 10Years: ] hope to have a wonderful family and a job that [ love.
Favorite Verse or Quote: 1 Corinthians 13:1-3.

MaTTHEW SILvVa

Major: Philosophy, Communication Science, Psychology minor

Post Graduation: Grad school for Psychology or Communication
depending on offers and what direction my research takes me.

In 10 Years: Why does everyone seem to think [ can see in the future? If
you have figured out a way to do this please let me know!

Favorite Verse or Quote: "The significant problems we have cannot be
solved at the same level of thinking with which we created them.”-Albert
Einstein.
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MELINDa RUTH WeLCH

Major: English

Post Graduation: Complete a second degree in Education so I can be a
high school English teacher!

In 10 Years: Homeschooling three kids!

Favorite Verse or Quote: “Experience is not what happens to you, it’s what
you do with what happens.”-Aldous Huxley

KRISTINaG NICOLE WINEMaN

Major: Christian Ministries, Children’s Ministries minor

Post Graduation: To attend seminary or become a Children’s Pastor...
whichever it is, I plan to serve God!

In 10 Years: I plan to be a Children’s Pastor and continue my hobbies of
tennis and photography.

Favorite Verse or Quote: Matthew 6:33.

Those chosen to receive the Who’s Who honor are among the brightest and best of the senior and junior
classes. Qualified upperclassmen were nominated by department chairs and faculty to be placed on the
ballot. Twenty students were then chosen among the nominations. The Who's Who representatives are
given the honor of representing NNU in the publication of, “ Who’s Who Among Students.”
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CRUSADER NEWS

wITipus League -
Trophy Closet ;

The Crusader, lead by Editor-in-Cheif, Janea Fowler, went stayed on course with multiple print issues filled
with interesting articles on students, events and community happenings. The staff of the Crusader did an
excellent job bringing together local, global and NNU specific news that is relevant to the student body.



Student Highlight: Ben Miller
By Marina Rose

Introducing Ben Miller, a deep-thinking
history student from Southeast Alaska. When
asked why he chose NNU he said that he felt the
call of God on his life. In fact, the call of God was
5o strong in Ben’s life that he didn’t apply for
any other school — NNU was destined to be his
college home and has been for the last two and
a half years.

One of the things that Ben absolutely
loves about NNU is the “diversity of views held
by the faculty.” Students at NNU get the chance
to learn not only a trade but also a worldview,
and each of the professors can have a profound
impact on their students. Ben also said that he
has learned to be “gracious and humble” at
NNU. He has learned grace by accepting and
respecting the many different viewpoints and
beliefs of students and faculty. Likewise, he has
learned to be humble by the amount of thinking
that he has had to do. He said, “Much of what I
knew before coming to college —and after —isin
need of revision and modification.”

Ben was homeschooled growing up, allowing
his family to continue their commercial fishing
exploits for half of the year. This means that
his whole family - mom, dad, one brother and
two sisters - all lived together on a commercial
fishing boat for months at a time. The close
guarters made Ben form special bonds with
his family and have made the family closer.
Because Ben lived — and still lives — on a fishing
boat for half of the year, he became accustomed
to completing large amounts of homework at a

time. Where most students have approximately
nine months to complete a grade, Ben had six to
seven. Working on the fishing boat didn’t give
him time to do schoolwork very often. However,
he created effective study habits in high school
that he has continued in college.

“I would much rather work hard on the weekend
to be a few days ahead than to wait until Sunday
night to do everything that is due Monday
morning,”’ Ben said.

His efforts seem to have paid off because
Ben was nominated by some of his professors to
be a history tutor on campus this year. He is also
a teacher’s assistant in the history department,
which gives him the opportunity to become a
teacher, his career goal. After graduating from
NNU he wants to “procure a masters/doctorate”
and teach history in a college setting.
Lastly, a word of advice from Ben: “Remember
that everyone on campus is human, and thus
each and every one of us must be treated with
compassion, pity, grace, and respect.” He would
also encourage everyone to extend this grace
factor to not only fellow students but to faculty
and staff as well. A wise word of advice from a
wise fellow student.

Nampa: A collection of vignettes on the
most un-most figures in town.

“The Mountain IMen”

By Olivia Grinder

I'm always glad to see them every time
they come in, the bearded men. Dressed in
warm plaids and cargo pants, they always
look like they’'ve come back from some great
mountaineering adventure, like the kind you
hear about on the Discovery Channel. I imagine
their beards catching tiny flakes of snow as they
climb up the side of Everest, faces ruddy and
toes freezing off - and they don’t even need a
sherpa to guide them, right, because they got
each other’s backs, and they're strong.

I'm thinking this as they come in through
the glass doors, holding the door open for the
little old lady who smiles at them as they walk
up to the counter, their bills ready and counted
out. The shorter one orders. His voice always
sounds like it's smiling even though I can’t see if
he really is under his beard. They always order
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the same thing: one twelve-ounce vanilla latte,
one twelve-ounce plain black coffee. The tall
one always pays, quietly putting a dollar in my
tip jar after I hand him back his change. That'’s
something I can always count on, that dollar.

“Thanks so much. You two have a great
day!” I say, and the tall one nods, his eyes
crinkling at the corners. His eyes are blue and
old, the kind that look like they know exactly
what you’re thinking, and the crinkles around
his eyes are not just from laughing, I'm sure.The
two men almost always order their drinks to
go, and I used to wonder why - maybe another
grand mountain adventure they needed to be
off on, I would think. I always just assumed that
was it - men with beards like that had to be on
some sort of adventure, right?

But then one day, I understood. They
had ordered their drinks as usual, one twelve-
ounce vanilla latte, once twelve-ounce plain
black coffee, and decided to sit down on the
couch over in the corner. As they were walking,
the shorter one slipped on a spilled drink that I
had unfortunately over-looked. He was about to
fall when the tall one caught him, grasping the
short one by the arm and helping him regain
his balance. The tall one’s hand remained on
his friend’s arm. Just a little too long.

Everyone saw, even the little old lady.
And then came the whispers, the stares. I saw
the corners of the little old lady’s mouth turn
down, her lips pucker in. It looked like she had
just had a sip of that latte I made one time with
the expired milk, the sour curdles lurking at
the bottom. As I rushed to clean up the spilled
drink, I saw them making their way to the
doors. “I am so, so sorry!” I gushed, rags in my
hand. The tall one looked at me and said, “It’s
not your fault.” But the crinkles around his eyes
did not move.

And so they left, and as the glass doors
closed behind them, the normal chatter
resumed, and the corners on the little old
lady’s mouth resumed their upward position
as she sipped her sweet tea, and I mopped up
the spill on the ground. As I mopped up the
spill, I imagined the bearded men going off to
Everest, where their beards would keep them
warm, and if one of them fell, the other could
help him up by the arm, and there would be no
whispers and no stares and no little old ladies,
there in the cold and silent snow.

144

Nampa: A collection of vignettes on the
most un-most figures in town.
“715-Cent Woman”

By Olivia Grinder

There is a woman who wanders downtown, near
the time when the sun is making its way to the
other side of the sky. She walks her dog. He’s old,
maybe as old as she is. She is missing a few teeth,
and if you listen you can hear it when she talks,
saliva filling in the dark gaps. A wet sound. You
pretend not to notice her, the way she skulks and
shuffles closer and closer in her worn flip-flops,
the dog with its wispy white whiskers pattering
beside her.

“Excuse me,” says the thick voice, “do you
happen to have 75 cents?”

At first, she would say it’s for dog food. Poor
dog, you think as you hand her the change. How
long has he gone without food? Look at him, he’s
so small. But the next time she asks, and the time
after that, you start to wonder. It’'s meth, your
friends say. Look at her hair, her skin, her teeth.
They tell her, “Sorry, I don’t have any change,”
sipping from their lemon iced teas, eyes stony.

One time it is just you. She’s sitting on the
curb. She asks you for 75 cents. You offer to go
in and get her a drink instead. A coffee? A tea?
A smoothie?

“Oh, no thanks. I don’t like drinks that much.”
She looks down at the dog. He looks up at her.

You continue with your mission. “They have
cookies inside. Really good ones. Big chocolate
cookies.” Your eyebrows raise expectantly. You
want so much for her to be hungry.

She caves in to your battering.

“Two big chocolate cookies,” you say to the

girl behind the counter, big grin on your face.

“For you? Must be hungry,” she says.

“Nah, one’s for 75 Cent lady,” you boast.
As you bring the cookies out on a plate, you
think of how she’ll smile at you, the dark gaps
showing. You walk to the curb. You look left, you
look right. She’s gone.

You hope no one notices you, a cactus holding
a plate in each hand, a giant chocolate cookie
on each plate. Your face burns as you walk back



inside.
“Got stood up?” the counter girl asks.

“Yeah, by a meth head.” You sit far away,
and eat both of the cookies, sickly sweet, the
oatmeal swelling up double in your stomach.
You pick up the chocolate crumbs with your
finger, licking them clean.

You leave the coffee house when the sun
starts sending your shadow out in front of you,
a long dark giant who claims your kinship.
You step on it as you walk forward. You look
up, and out into the distance you spot the 75-
cent woman, her back toward the sun, walking
toward those apartments where they keep all
the people like her, the ones with no teeth.
The dog patters along beside her, wispy white
whiskers illuminated in the sun. Extending out
from them, you see a darkness---a giant woman
and a giant dog, walking on into the evening.

More than Just a Gym
By: Jackie Sutherland

Take a walk into the Johnson Sports Center
(JSC) any day of the week, and you are likely
to run into a myriad of people. Whether they
are coaches, staff, student athletes, or students
going to a class, they all have one thing in
common: they are part of a community. For
much of our student careers, we might be under
the impression that the gym only exists as a
place where we go to take “fundies” or another
wellness class, where basketball games take
place, where the more ambitious of us might
go once a day (or once a week) to work out in
the weight room. But to students who are part of
one of the many athletic teams on this campus,

that building holds hopes, dreams, friends,
family, and a team of people who care and who
foster dedication and determination.

Go into the JSC between the hours of 3:30 and
5:30 pm, and you will be hard pressed not to
find one or more of the sports teams or solo
athletes hard at work perfecting many different
aspects of their games. From the basketball
players practicing their shots to the members
of the track and field team working on their
throwing and running, you will get the chance
to witness these fine young men and women in
their element, away from the competitive field,
simply doing something that they love. Isn’t that
the real reason to commit to anything? And to
those of us who might not believe that being
on a sports team is a commitment, think of this:
Not all of the hours spent preparing for meets
and competitions are required of these students.
Many of the athletes go into the JSC out of sheer
determination to be their personal best. We
could all stand to take a page out of our student
athletes’ book and strive to be the best that we
can.

Happiness is of Our Own Making
By: Lucas Reding

It seems like our lives today are devoted to so
many things that we never seem to have a minute
of free time. We promise our hours to trivial
tasks and our days to repetitious workings. We
are in such a hurry to finish the things we do
today because we think they will bring about a
better tomorrow. We believe that all the work we
put in right now will be paid off in the future. Is
that not one of the reasons we are attending this
university today? We believe that all this school
work and studying will pay off in the form of a
better career and future for us.

But is this really true? Will we have a better
future? Will we even enjoy this future life we
work so hard for, if we aren’t enjoying the one
right now? I hear many people wish for a certain
future date. They say, “In a week from now I will
be in a much better position in my classes.” Or,
“A year from now, I will be graduated and be
starting a career; life will be great then.” But will
it? If it were possible to ask our future selves how
happy we were, what would be our answer? Not

145



surprisingly, it would be more or less about the
same as it is today.

As a society, we think “things” will change
our happiness. We believe the more money
we have, the happier we will be. If we had a
better career, we would be happier. Heck, if we
were better looking, we would be happier. But
we know that is not true. Take for example a
study done on the relative happiness between
accident victims and lottery winners. A year
after an individual won the lottery, they had the
same level of happiness as they did before they
won the lottery. The same goes for accident
victims. A year after an accident, the victim was
just as relatively happy as they were before the
accident.

We need to realize that nothing but ourselves
can make us truly happy. Everything else is just
the icing---or better yet, the sprinkles on top
of the icing that we call our happiness and our
life.

What a Patriot Means to Me
By: Avery Russell

Many people think patriots are only those
who serve our country in the military and
sometimes make the ultimate sacrifice — their
lives. However, patriots are also those who
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are left behind to continue their everyday lives
in the midst of adversity, after their loved ones
have been sent off to fight for the rights and
safety of our country. Merriam-Webster’s online
dictionary describes a patriot as “one who loves
his or her country and supports its authority and
interests.” This describes my grandma, now 78
years old. She is a true patriot.

My grandpa went to Vietnam in 1967, leaving
behind my grandma who was pregnant with
their third child, my mom. My uncles, Davey
and Stevie, were 10 and 7. My grandma kept the
homefires burning while my grandpa served his
country. In this way, she, too, served her country.
My grandma was 32 at the time she said
goodbye to my grandpa when he volunteered
for a tour of duty in Vietnam as part of the U.S.
Air Force. She said her two boys thought that
they could get away with just about anything
then. But my grandma told them, “Just because
your dad left doesn’t mean you don’t have to
listen to me!” And they did listen. My grandma
had a support system in her family, church, and
friends. These people who loved and assisted
her while my grandpa was gone are also true
patriots. Even though it was hard to understand
why a fundamental piece of their family was
missing, my uncles and mom were patriots for
living without their father for a year.

My grandma is a patriot because she kept things
running on the home-front and tried to support
her family even though my grandpa wasn'’t there.
She never thought about what it was like to do
things by herself. She just did what needed to be
done and didn’t question it because she knew
that was the way things had to be. She carried
herself in a way that ultimately showed her as
a strong individual, riding on the hope that her
husband would return soon to be with his family.
My grandpa was gone for 11 months. My mom
was born June 8, 1968, and my grandpa did not
get to see her, his only daughter, until February
1969.

My grandpa was also a true patriot. At the age
of 18, he joined the United States Air Force not
knowing what the long road ahead would look
like. Throughout his service in the Air Force, he
was stationed all over the United States as well
as in Northern Canada. When talk of Vietnam
surfaced and more volunteers were sought out,
my grandpa was one of those men to stand up
and take on the challenge. With two boys and



pregnant wife at home, this would not have
een an easy decision for any man, but what it
id mean was a pay raise and a way to better
upport his growing family. He worked in radar
ear Danang at Monkey Mountain in Vietnam
uring the day and at night drove officials to
ot zones across enemy lines for extra pay.
e is fortunate he came home safely, but the
elcome was not as friendly as many had
imagined it would be. Wearing a uniform and
alking through the airport brought scowls,
ateful comments, and even spit to the men
oming home from Vietnam at that time. It was
a time of confusion and misunderstanding
in America, which unfortunately led to bad
treatment of the men who not only fought
overseas but gave their lives as well. Up until
is death in 2006, he and my grandma dealt
ith the lasting effects of his being exposed
to Agent Orange, a defoliant chemical used
during the war, which probably contributed to
his prostate cancer, diabetes, and high blood
ressure. The effects war has on serving men
are not small, and it’s humbling to not only hear
their stories but to help them as well.

s Veteran’s Day has recently passed, we
remember all our heroes and patriots, and we
should continue to remember them throughout
the year.Patriots comeinallforms,in every work
field, and from every state. Today’s patriots are
not only our servicemen and women, but the
families who are left behind to support their
children, run schools and business, and keep
the United States strong by bonding together
and completing the everyday tasks at hand.
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The Editor-in-Chief of Oasis Ella Jamieson, along with her staff, spent many long hours designing, editing, and creatin
yearbook that was worthy of the Oasis name. Each page of this yearbook is filled with beautiful photography and copy
hopes to capture each cherished moment of the 2013-2014 year. The hope of the Oasis staff is that you will find yourself loc
ing back at this year with many fond memories that you will be able to keep forever!
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