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World
Class 

Students
T he church  w ill n ev e r be stro n g er th an  the  ed u ­

ca tiona l institu tions tha t tra in  its m in is te ria l and  lay  
leaders. T herefo re , In tern a tio n a l S tu d en t S ch o la r­
sh ip s w ill be the  N W M S  80th  A n n iv ersa ry  P roj­
ect fo r 1995.

T he d en o m in atio n -w id e  o ffering  w ill be  re ­
ce iv ed  fo r m in iste ria l s tuden ts in N azaren e  th eo lo g ­
ical schoo ls in  w orld  m issio n  areas.

Goal: $480,000
P ro m o tio n  ideas, local goals, and  o th er in fo rm a­

tio n  w ill b e  sen t to  churches.

M ake checks p ay ab le  to  G en era l Treasurer, 
C h u rch  o f  the N azaren e  (in  C anada , C h u rch  o f  
the N azaren e C an ad a). P lace in o ffering  p la te  or 
m ail (w ith  the  nam es o f  y o u r chu rch  and  d istric t) 
to:

General Treasurer Church of the Nazarene Canada
6401 The Paseo No. 7, 3800 19th St. N.E.
Kansas City, MO 64131 Calgary, AB T2E 6V2

Help Promote World Class 
Give to NWMS International Student Scholarships

A Gift That Keeps on Giving

10 Percent Approved Special



Editor’s Choice

Trout Complex

I ' m  s i t t i n g  h e r e  by my m idwinter 
fireside an ticipating  trout season. 
About two times a year, I spend two 
days wading trout stream s. Those 
hours in crystal clear streams watch­
ing my favorite fish have probably 
kept my blood pressure down to a tol­
erable level, and they also taught me 
some things about trout.

I know that again this year I will 
catch trout because 1 have come to 
understand them. They are so much 
like people that it isn’t funny.

For example, a trout is a sucker for 
anything new. Many a time I have 
walked up to a pool where a dozen 
fisherm en  w ere ca tch ing  little  or 
nothing. Upon observing that they 
were all using similar lures. I would 
put on something altogether different, 
something new, and catch a fish and a 
few unfriendly glares.

Last year on my first trip, I arrived 
in the afternoon. Hordes of people 
lined the banks, and every trout in the 
county was spooked. But I had found 
a brand-new bait. I waded into waist- 
deep white water and soon caught 
two nice rainbows.

Trout are not the only ones who 
can’t resist trying anything that glit­
ters like new. Think about it.

The only thing better than a killer 
new bait is to have the good fortune 
of attracting two trout on the same re­
trieve. A trout who would let your 
fake minnow go by untouched if it

was the only fish in the area suddenly 
just has to have it when another fish 
shows interest. Whichever fish wins 
ends up in the skillet. Know any peo­
ple who have done dumb things just 
to win? Think about it.

Trout also emulate people by re­
peating destructive behaviors. Last 
August, I caught a trout that already 
had a hook in its lip and three plastic 
worms in its gullet. People are like 
that. This year, 1995, w ould be a 
good year to stop repeating destruc­
tive behaviors. Why be like a dumb, 
dead trout?

When the trout won’t bite, some­
tim es you can m ake them  m ad 
enough to attack a fish hook. Spot a 
trout suspended a few inches beneath 
the surface and keep putting a fly 
right in front of his nose. Do it in 20 
rapid-fire casts. Sooner or later, the 
trout gets so mad that it attacks a fish 
hook. That’s mad, but not too smart. 
Know any people— ? Think about it.

There’s another thing about trout. 
They devour their own 
comrades. I stood with 
an empty creel at Ben­
nett Springs last year 
w ondering  w hat I 
could  do to wake up 
the trou t who all 
seemed intent on an af­
tern o o n  nap. T hen I 
noticed that suddenly 
there w ere tro u t all 
around me. About 40 
trout seemed to materi­
a lize  from  now here.
They sw arm ed past me going up ­
stream . I turned and looked. They 
were swarming to a spot 10 yards be­
hind me where a fisherman was clean­
ing his fish in the stream. The trout 
eagerly devoured their comrades.

Several anglers quickly put on red 
and white baits. Dropping them in the 
stream  w here the rem ains o f the 
cleaned fish were drifting, two men

and a boy caught their limits in min­
utes. Moral: as the fish devoured their 
comrades, they themselves were de­
stroyed. Think about it.

During 1995, I’m going to try to 
avoid chasing things ju st because 
they are sparkling and new— even if 
they flutter enticingly like a Mepps 
spinner.

In this issue of the Herald, you can 
find guidance that may help you at 
that point too. In "Words of Faith’’ by 
Rob Staples, you will encounter the 
heart o f w hat the C h ris tian  faith  
teaches about salvation. In these days 
when isms galore clutter the spiritual 
landscape, sound doctrine is more im­
portant than ever. Read also Paul M. 
Bassett’s splendid article “Practicing 
Holiness.”

January is the month for the Naza- 
rene Theological Seminary Offering. 
We have given three pages to telling 
the seminary’s story. Notice that the 
articles mentioned above are written 
by NTS professors, as are the co l­

umns Into the Word and Rhythms o f 
the Spirit.

Notice, as well, a new development 
in the In a Woman’s Voice column. 
During 1995 you will hear from sev­
eral Nazarene women in this column. 
This month’s writer is Janet Williams.

We hope that this edition will help 
you get the new year off to a great 
start.

Why be like a dumb, 
dead trout?

WESLEY . TRACY

J a n u a r y  1 9 9 5 1



Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT
Why NTS Is Important to All of Us

I
 knew I was called to preach 

when I was 12 years of age. 
On the one hand, I was awed 
by the fac t tha t G od was 
choosing me for such a spe­
cial life. On the other hand, I 
was terrified at the thought of 

spending my life doing som ething 
that called for special skills I didn’t 
believe I possessed.

After college, my reluctant prepa­
ration led me to Nazarene Theologi­
cal Seminary. Connie and I arrived in 
Kansas City with our used furniture 
and overloaded Chevy. I didn’t really 
want to be there, but I knew in my 
heart that I had made the right deci­
sion. In spite of such inner assur­
ances, I was deeply troubled. Connie 
and I both were working full-time, 
and I was carrying a full course load 
at school. Finances were less than ad­
equate, and the combination of pres­
sures tempted me to fold our tent and 
go into some kind of work that would 
better suit my perceived ability.

In the midst of all this, I was com­
ing to terms with my new environ­
ment at seminary. Somehow, the at­
m osphere of that grand institution 
began to reach out to me in a very 
special way. I soon discovered the 
prayer room, where I frequently went 
to pour out my frustration and dis­
couragement to God. I regularly at­
tended the chapel services where I 
found encouragement and inspiration 
in spite of my personal dilemma over 
God’s will for my life.

W hile I was im pressed with the 
classroom  brilliance o f the profes­
sors, even more impressive was the 
daily manifestation of Christ’s pres­
ence in their lives.

I a lso  sensed  the s in cerity  and 
transparent commitment of my fellow 
students. They were on a journey of
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by Paul G. Cunningham

faithful obedience to the will of God 
for their lives.

The combination of all these ele­
ments began to deeply penetrate the 
core  o f my sou l. I c o u ld n ’t step  
through the doors of the school with­
out feeling as though God was reach­
ing out to me to enfold me in His care 
and keeping.

I began to realize I was maturing in 
several ways. Intellectually , I was 
growing through the stimulating, rig­
orous, and rewarding academic envi­
ronment. Emotionally, I was gaining 
new stability through the magnificent 
m odeling by rock-solid  professors

I t  is  a  v it a l  in s t it u t io n  
FOR OUR GREAT CHURCH.

whose various life experiences com­
bined to make them able teachers of 
“The Way.”

And, of course, spiritually, I was 
growing as I never had before— so 
much so that I began to confront the 
reasons why I continued to be in con­
flict with my call to preach. Thank­
fully and predictably, the Holy Spirit 
began to open my eyes. W hen we 
come to God with honest, open, seek­
ing hearts, He is sure to respond.

I remember the morning clearly. I 
was alone in our apartment before go­
ing to work. I knelt down by our bed 
and confessed my discouragement to 
God and told Him I was very weary of 
my struggle over this call to preach

and that I couldn’t go on this way.
God began to speak to me softly 

and tenderly, telling me my problem 
was the fact I had a secret room in 
my life, a place where I kept things 
locked away— like my terrible fear of 
failure. He showed me how this ten­
dency was really a lack of trust in 
Him. I began to realize my reluctance 
to accept His call resulted from the 
fact that I didn’t think I had the abili­
ty to do it. I was right— I didn’t. But 
that day He rem inded me that He 
would give me everything I needed to 
fu lfill His call on my life. W hat I 
needed to do was unlock that secret 
room and let the Holy Spirit in to 
bring sanctifying power and purity to 
this unsurrendered area of my life.

That is what I did— I made an un­
conditional surrender of my life to 
Him, and He sanctified me wholly 
just as the Word promises in 1 Thes- 
salonians 5:23-24. Now instead of 
fear in doing His will, He gave me a 
strong delight. My life has never been 
the same.

I am convinced God used the NTS 
experience to help bring this new re­
ality into my life. If I hadn’t gone 
there, I fear I would have allowed my 
discouragement and conflict to force 
me to take another road for my life- 
work.

I know there are many students who 
could testify to similar life-changing 
experiences through NTS. It is a vital 
institution for our great church, and 
that is why NTS is important to all of 
us. And, that is why we must work to 
keep it strong. I be­
lieve there are many 
o th er young people 
who deserve the op­
portunity for NTS to 
do for them what it did 
for me. ifc

H e r a l d  o f  H o l i n e s s



Contents
JANUARY 1995

FEATURES

8 Donna Fletcher Crow: Woman with a Vision
JE A N E T T E  D. G A R D N E R

21 Words of Faith
ROB L. S TAPLES

28 Practicing Holiness
P A U L  M. B A S S E TT

37 NTS—A Golden Anniversary
G O R D O N  W E T M O R E

38 Charge from the Past
/. B. C H A P M A N

39 Challenge for the Future
D O N A L D  D . O W E N S

CONTINUING COLUMNS

2 G eneral Superintendent’s V iew point, p a u l  g .  c u n n i n g h a m  

4 Rhythm s of the Spirit, m o r r i s  a .  w e i g e l t  

13 Over 60 , c. e l l e n  w a t t s

19 In a W om an’s Voice, i a n e t  s m i t h  w i l l i a m s

20 Into the W ord, r o g e r  l .  h a h n  

32 N azarene Family, b r y a n  m e r r i l l  

46 Observer at Large, i o h n  c .  b o w l i n g

DEPARTMENTS

1 Editor’s Choice, w e s l e y  d .  t r a c y  

6 The Readers W rite 

14-18,31,42-43 N ew s, M A R K  G R A H A M . B R Y A N  M ERRILL

34 The Q uestion Box

35 January’s 10-Point Quiz 

41 E vangelists’ S lates

44 Annual Index

47 M arked Copy, m a r k  g r a h a m

48 Late N ew s, m a r k  g r a h a m ,  b r y a n  m e r r i l l

VOLUM E 84, NO. 1

F A I T H
21

28

COVER 
S in c la ir  P ho to g ra ph y



Rhythms of the S pirit

Grace-Graffiti
MORRIS A. WEIGELT
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Morris A. Weigelt teaches N e w  Testa­
m e n t a n d  sp iritu a l fo rm ation  a t Nazarene  
Theo log ica l Sem inary.

E u g e n e  P e t e r s o n ' s paraphrase of 
Psalm 17:7 reflects the inner-city envi­
ronment in which he pastored: “P ain t 
grace-gra ffiti on the fe n c e s;  take in 
yo u r fr ig h ten ed  children w ho are run ­
ning fro m  the neighborhood  bullies  
stra igh t to y o u .'1'

In this psalm, David is begging God 
to come to his aid in an obviously diffi­
cult situation. He is quite certain of his 
own integrity (vv. 3-5), and expects that 
God will respond to his cries for protec­
tion.

The NRSV translates the 7th verse, 
"Wondrously show your steadfast love, 
O savior of those who seek refuge from 
their adversaries at your right hand.”

Peterson shifts the metaphor to a 
contemporary form of communication 
and invites God to “paint grace-graffiti 
on the fences." My mind began to won­
der what grace-graffiti would look like. 
How would they be recognized as 
grace-graffiti? Just how would they 
point to the Savior of those who seek 
refuge in Him?

I tried to visualize this whole grace 
process. In my mind’s eye, I saw a cup 
(representing my life) turned upside 
down and missing the gifts of grace. I 
then pictured a cup set on its edge, and 
all of the grace that poured into it imme­
diately spilled out of the opposite side.

I determined to set my cup right side

up and receive every drop of  grace I 
could. In my mind, I even made the cup 
bigger and chose the motto: "Fill My 
Mug, Lord!"

I find myself longing to join God in 
painting grace-graffiti everywhere I go. 
So many frightened children don't 
know where to go for protection and 
restoration. I would be so happy for the 
Lord to “wondrously show [His] stead­
fast love."

So I changed the picture on the 
screen of  my mind from a big mug 
waiting to be filled to a sponge soaking 
up grace from every direction. Then, 
whenever pressure is applied from any 
direction, I will bleed grace— and the 
grace-graffiti will become visible.

One day when I had saved a cranber­
ry tea bag in its aluminum foil carrier, I 
embraced a friend who had just made a 
major spiritual breakthrough. After the 
hug, he had a cranberry stained heart- 
shape on his T-shirt. Was that grace- 
graffiti?

A young convert testified that the 
Holy Spirit affected every 

fa u c e t  of his personality.
He meant fa c e t ,  but 
wouldn't it be great to drip 
grace every time pressure 
is applied?

My friend. Gene, was in 
the last stages of an excruci­
ating death by cancer. A 
friend asked him to give a 
Bible study. Gene came out 
of the drug-induced numb­
ness and presented a Bible 
study. The friend repeated that Bible 
study in the local jail, and an inmate 
found Christ. The letter of testimony 
from the prisoner was read at the funeral 
a few days later. Even in death, he was 
painting grace-graffiti.

Another friend carries a burden for 
the homeless and addicted of the inner 
city. He has chosen to leave a comfort­
able suburban situation to bring hope 
and help to them.

My father was a grace-graffiti painter

in a rural setting. He intervened for a 
family whose child was misdiagnosed 
by the school system and was about to 
be placed in a home for the retarded. 
Mom and Dad extended love and grace 
to that family in many ways. Today, 
that child, as an adult, is making a sig­
nificant contribution.

Sitting in a restaurant yesterday, I 
heard a man lift up his voice in thanks­
giving before he and his friends ate. 
Grace-graffiti indeed!

At a crucial point in my life, another 
person who was obviously hurting h im­
self sat beside me and offered to weep 
with me. Another offered me a totally 
unexpected embrace in a professional 
setting.

Again and again, the Holy Spirit has 
poured grace into my life through books 
and magazines— grace-graffiti in print.

My studies in 2 Corinthians have re­
vealed an apostle who deliberately wad­
ed back into a most painful setting to in­
tentionally spell out the grace-graffiti of 
God's  love and care. Paul writes: "But 
thanks be to God, who in Christ always 
leads us in triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads in every place the 
fragrance that comes from knowing 
him. For we are the aroma of Christ to

God among those who are being saved 
and among those who are perishing.’" 

The “fragrance that comes from 
knowing Him" becomes the best tool of 
evangelism. Paul understands his whole 
life to be an expression of grace-graffiti.

May our lives help God paint grace- 
graffiti on every wall! Then frightened 
children w ill be able to find their way 
home to the Savior!
1. Eugene H. Peterson. The Message: Psalms (Colorado 
Springs: NavPress, 1994), 22.
2. 2 Corinthians 2:14-15, NRSV K|^

I find myself longing to join 
God in painting grace-graffiti 
everywhere I go.
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Paul G. Cunningham, Donald D. Owens, James H. D iehl, W illiam  J. Prince, Jerald D. Johnson, John A. Knight

New Year’s Greetings 
to Nazarenes Around the World

T he B oard  o f  G enera l S u p erin ten d en ts  looks to  the new  year o f  1995 w ith  g reat an tic ipation , 
ch a llen g e , ex c item en t, reality , co m m itm en t, and, above all, hope. T he deep  needs o f  m en, 

w o m en , you th , boys, and  g irls  cry  out to  us from  every  c o m er o f  the g lobe. B ut the good  new s is 
the risen  Jesus can  m eet and  satisfy  every  need!

We are g en u in e ly  en co u rag ed  by the signs o f  rev ival and  renew al we are seeing  in the church. 
T h e  H oly  Sp irit has been  m ov in g  in an unusual w ay th is fall on our N azarene co llege cam puses. 
R eports have co m e in abou t p a s to rs ' and  lay re trea ts  that tru ly  w ere ano in ted  by G od. L etters and 
ca lls  tell o f  a new  breath  o f  the Sp irit b low ing  upon m any  o f  our congregations. We thank  G od 
fo r these  fresh , new  v ic to ries, but w e also  enco u rag e  every  N azarene to  “open  the w in d o w s” and 
inv ite  the b reeze o f  the H oly S pirit to re fresh  y o u r heart, hom e, chu rch , co llege , or institu tion.

We urge you to  p ray  fo r “ a year v e rse” from  the W ord to  gu ide you th rough  1995. H ere is the 
p rom ise  G o d  has led  us to: “ F ear not, fo r I am  w ith you; be not d ism ayed , fo r I am  y o u r G od. I 
w ill s tren g th en  you , yes, I w ill help  you , I w ill upho ld  you w ith M y righ teous righ t han d ” (Isaiah  
41 :1 0 , N K JV ).

M ay w e en te r  the new  y ea r w ith  strong  co n fid en ce  in the H ead o f  our ch u rch — Jesus C hrist!
T he B oard  o f  G eneral S uperin tenden ts 
.lam es H. D ieh l, secretary
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The Readers Write

Denom inational-wide Study 
February— March 1995

Ideal for 
Wednesday Night Study!
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Grace and Integration
During the ordination service at the 

South Carolina District Assembly, I was 
overwhelmed with a feeling of pride at 
being a Nazarene. . . . When we moved to 
South Carolina in 1970, we were new 
Nazarenes and very young Christians. . . . 
There was one area of the church that 
deeply disturbed me. To the best of my 
knowledge, it was completely segregated 
in South Carolina. At this year’s assem­
bly. there was a Black pastor singing in 
the elders choir. Three Black pastors are 
on the district, and one of the ordinands 
was a Black woman. I am so proud to be 
a part of a church that welcomes all peo­
ple and allows every one to answer the 
call of God. Integration didn’t come in 
my time. . . .  It came in God's time when 
people . . . were willing to listen to God’s 
quiet voice.

Cheryl Albert 
Greenwood, S.C.

Dancing
I really appreciated your detailed answer to 

the question regarding the church’s position 
on dancing in the September issue. I agree 
with you 100 percent! Sadly, questions like 
these are just symptoms of a trend that is tak­
ing us away from the mission to which our 
church was called to fulfill—"Holiness Evan­
gelism!" If we don't hold to our mission, the 
Lord will call someone else to do the job.

Bill Hogg
Port Glasgow, Scotland

Evangelist Feature
Thank you for the great piece in the Octo­

ber Herald o f Holiness. I have never seen 
anything like it in my 35 years of unbroken 
evangelism. Evangelists are a genuine order 
of the ministry. God gave us a place in the 
church. Thank you for recognizing it!

Chuck M illhuff 
Olathe. Kans.

Evangelism: Alive and Well
Thank you for your recent positive story on 

our 20th-year anniversary as minister of out­
reach and evangelism at First Church. The ar­
ticle had a warmth and caring to it that I 
greatly appreciate. You have been so gracious 
to publish this kind of news. I believe it is so

crucially important to highlight the cause of 
evangelism in the Church today.

God has given me the privilege of living a 
life of excitement. A few days ago, I took a 
seminary couple to call on Keith and Laura 
Fitzsimmons, both accountants. I had called 
on the couple a year ago, and shared the 
gospel. They were not ready to respond. Now, 
a few days ago, as they heard the gospel 
again—they both gave joyous, powerful testi­
monies to accepting Christ. They are grow­
ing, studying the Word, and excited about 
Christ. They plan to join First Church Oct. 
30. A couple won and a seminary couple 
trained in class are now trained on the job!

In January, 1 will take six seminarians to a 
crusade of about 12 churches in Jacksonville, 
Fla. There will be nightly preaching, a wit­
nessing seminar on Saturday, and personal 
evangelism calling.

Thank you again, brother.
Charles "Chic" Shaver 
Leawood, Kans.

Fie on Halloween
When our five-year-old son came home 

from school wanting to be a dinosaur for Hal­
loween, the article on Halloween (thank you, 
Danny Goddard) encouraged us to say what 
we have been wanting to say for years. We 
said that there is absolutely nothing wrong 
with dressing up like a dinosaur or getting a 
lot of candy, but our family would not be ob­
serving Halloween in any way because it is a 
holiday based on death, destruction, demons, 
and the devil. We would be violating our 
Christian convictions to participate in a holi­
day in which Christ has no part. Our son cried 
a little, but understood, and actually was re­
lieved that we had finally taken a stand.

Allowing our children to “have a little fun" 
on Halloween is like the Israelites sending 
their kids to the feasts of Baal. I believe God 
would have us “come out from them and be 
separate."

Annette Finger 
Frankfort. Ky.

Halloween Folderol
We have become obsessed with all the spe­

cial interests that clamor for our attention.
In the October issue, there is an article ti­

tled "Holiness and Halloween." . . . The au­
thor tries to impose a guilt trip on the readers 
because a small segment of our society and a 
smattering of evidence in history indicates 
that Halloween is central in Satan worship. So 
what?

If I can influence ONE child (and open the 
door to a family) by having a masquerade 
party in a controlled atmosphere where Christ 
can be honored, then I am following the man­
date of Christ when He said, "Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me."

Timothy D Singell 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

EVERYBODY INTO THE FIELD!
The Power of Sunday 
School to Transform Lives 
Through Evangelism
By W. E. McCumber

The hum an harvest o f which Je­
sus speaks is priceless— His a to n ­
in g  d e a th  m a d e  it  p o s s ib le . Is 
th e re  any question th a t gathering  
th a t  harvest is w o rth  th e  b lood, 
s w e a t, an d  te a rs  o f th e  w h o le  
Church? M cC um ber rem inds us 
th a t th e  harvest is ready— and it's 
tim e  fo r all o f us to  g e t in to  th e  
fie ld ! HH083-411-5476, $8.95

10% Discount with purchase of 5 or more 
HHLG-45 Leader's Guide, $2.95
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A PATCHWORK 
OF PROGRAMS

for Women's Ministries

IMPECCABLE PROGRAM IDEAS

By Nora Burdett and Karen Keller. If you work 
with planning women’s ministries in your 
church, this is a must for your bookshelf. 
Besides featuring the general guidelines for cre­
ating and organizing successful events, 
Patchwork includes a delightful potpourri of 
specific program ideas. Packed with all the 
details and support you need to plan the perfect 
presentation for your women’s meetings and 
retreats. HH083-411-4771 $ 1 9 .9 5

Beacon Hill Press o f Kansas City
Call Toll-Free: V & 00-& 77-0100

THE HERALD OF HOLINESS 
“A Real Family Value!”

Fill out this form and mail toda 
to start receiving the Herald of 
Holiness. For faster service, 
call toll-free 1-800-877-0700.
Enter my subscription for

□  One year, $10.00
□  Two years, $19.00
□  Three years, $28.00 

Enter a gift subscription at 
$  fo r year(s) and send tc

Name
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□  Enclosed is my check for $____.

To charge your order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free
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Nazarene Publishing House 
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The Divorced Family
Because of my recent divorce and interest in helping my three chil­

dren survive the trauma and thrive, the article “Grandparenting After 
the Children Divorce" (October 1994) caught my eye. I appreciated 
much that author Caroline Ray had to share but felt I needed to bring 
one statement to your attention. In her “The ‘Do’ List,” number 11 says, 
“If you have other children from normal homes, do make every effort 
not to appear to favor your ‘poor grandchildren from a broken home.’”

In the reading and studying I have done in the last year, the impor­
tance of the children realizing that we are still a family and always will 
be has been one of the recurring issues. . .  In our fear of “looking like” 
we accept divorce, we are risking further hurt to those who need our 
love and support.

Beverly R. Hawkins 
Norman. Okla.

Heralding Holiness
Wow—start to finish, the October Herald was a holiness magazine.
Thanks!

Linda Schroller 
Farmington. N.Mex.

J a n u a r y  1 9 9 5 7



Donna Fletcher Crow
onna Fletcher Crow has a 
d is tin c t  m in is try  and a 
unique calling.

Her m inistry? Being a 
w rite r  w ith  a lm o st 30 
books and dozens of short­
er pieces to her credit.

Her calling? Though she lives in 
Boise, Idaho, Donna is an encour- 
ager of the faith in Great Britain.

Thoroughly Nazarene, Donna is a 
third-generation Nazarene on both 
sides o f her fam ily . “ T h a t’s ju s t 
ab o u t as fa r b ack  in N a za re n e  
church history as you can go,” she 
say s. “ O ne o f  the p ro je c ts  th a t 
launched me into professional writ­
ing was the play Called unto H oli­
ness about the founding of the de­
nomination.”

Her husband. Stanley, is a sec­
o n d -g e n e ra tio n  N a za re n e . T hey  
even met while students in N aza­
rene halls of higher education— on­
ly the halls were hundreds of miles 
apart. Idaho-born-and-bred, Donna 
practically grew up on the campus 
of Northwest Nazarene College. She 
even went to junior high school on 
the NNC campus. So when it came 
time to go away to college, Donna 
decided to head for sunny Califor­
nia. Pasadena C ollege, now Point 
Loma, was her choice. Stan went to 
NNC, although his native Nebraska 
was on the Bethany zone.

Both college debaters, Donna and 
Stan met when NNC and Pasadena 
p a rtic ip a ted  in a reg ional debate 
tournament in Bakersfield, Califor­
nia. “The next sem ester, I tran s­
ferred to NNC,” Donna said. Donna 
and Stan were later debate partners 
for NNC and won a superior rating 
in a national tournament.

They were married at Christmas­
time during their senior year. After 
graduation in 1964, the couple head­
ed to Boston, where Stan attended 
Harvard Law School in Cambridge,

by Jeanette D. Gardner

M assachusetts, and D onna taught 
school— English, of course.

A fter S tan g raduated  from  law 
school, they returned to Boise, Ida­
ho— where it was natural to settle 
their roots in Boise First Church of 
the Nazarene. “I ’ve stayed a N aza­
ren e  b ecau se  I b e liev e  w hat we 
teach. I wholeheartedly believe our 
Wesleyan holiness theology,” Don­
na said.

I ’VE STAYED A
NAZARENE BECAUSE 

I BELIEVE WHAT 
WE TEACH.”

“I also appreciate the web of con­
nections in the church,” Donna said. 
“You can go anywhere in the world 
and  have  ‘fa m ily ’ th e re . A few  
years ago, our o lder sons went to 
Europe. I had them met at practical­
ly every train station by Nazarene 
missionaries. They had a wonderful 
tim e . L ast y ea r, f r ie n d s  at o u r 
Sharpe M em orial Church in G las­
gow were an enormous help in my 
research in Scotland.

“Once people see Christ and get 
to know G od’s love, they need a fel­
lowship group where they can grow. 
Our local church and our denom ina­
tion offer that.”

Once at Boise First Church, Don­
na began dabbling in what is now 
her full-time ministry. She became 
dram a m inister and directed plays 
for the church. In the late 1960s and 
ea rly  1970s, the L ille n as  d ram a

ministry had not yet blossomed, and 
selections of existing Christian dra­
ma were exceedingly limited.

“Once we had done The Rohe and 
A M an Called Peter, that was it. I 
started writing plays and sketches so 
that we w ould have som eth ing  to 
perform.” Most of them have since 
been published by Lillenas.

A friend from church pushed Don­
na to explore her writing potential. 
“They say, ‘Write what you know,” ’ 
Donna said. “ I was a m other, so I 
w ro te  co o k b o o k s  and c h i ld re n ’s 
books. Then I spent years doing any­
thing that came across my desk— cur­
riculum, personal experience stories, 
program builders, embarrassingly bad 
poetry. My poetry’s still em barrass­
ing, but I write it anyway.

“That was an im portant time of 
learning my craft. Attending Chris­
tian w riters’ conferences was espe­
cially helpful. My goal, though, was 
always to write historical novels.” 
And that’s where her spiritual call­
ing began to take a more vital role.

It's hard to discern whether Don­
na's ministry came out of her call­
ing— or whether her calling is a re­
sult o f her m inistry . Both started  
when she was a child.

Donna, an only child who grew 
up on a farm, always loved stories 
from her Scottish and English her­
itage. “In the third grade, I wrote a 
story about Sir Lancelot,” Donna re­
calls. “ I thought that was the only 
p o s s ib le  s to ry  to  w rite . I w as 
amazed that no one else wrote about 
knights and dragons. In junior high, 
I was introduced to English novels. 
They became— and remain— the fo­
cus of my reading.”

W hen Donna began writing his­
torical novels, they naturally grew 
out of her reading and her own her­
itage.

Several years passed, how ever, 
before she discovered that her pas-
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Woman with a Vision
Things that
really
matter to
Donna
Fletcher
Crow— her
family and
her books.
She is the
most
prolific
Nazarene
novelist
yet.

sio n  fo r G rea t B rita in  w as far 
stronger than just an interest. “Peo­
ple asked, 'W hy do you write En­
glish sto ries?’ 1 alw ays w anted to 
say, ‘What else is there?- but usually 
came up with something like, 'Well, 
I’ve always read English authors and 
that's my ancestry— maybe it’s ge­
netic memory or som ething.’

“ In m ore recen t years, though. 
I've come to understand this focus 
as a spiritual call. My feelings about 
England and Scotland are the same 
feelings m issionaries have for the 
co u n trie s  to  w hich  th e y ’ve been 
called,” Donna explains.

“I have prayed for Great Britain

M.Y ONLY REASON 
FOR WRITING— 
OR FOR DOING 

ANYTHING—IS TO 
GLORIFY GOD.”

Sinclair Photography

every day for at least 15 years. At 
first, it was as simple as 'G od save 
the Q ueen .’ Now I spend a m ajor 
chunk of my prayer time praying for 
rev ival in the UK [U nited  K in g ­
dom ], That has helped me under­
stand my writing focus. I thank the 
Lord for my calling— it’s my great­
est jo y  even  though  i t ’s a lso  my 
heaviest burden."

Donna is cu rren tly  w riting  the 
second of three epic novels on the 
spiritual heritage of Great Britain. 
Her first, the award-winning G las­
tonbury, co v ered  1,500 years o f 
Christian history in England. Donna 
refers to the second book, Caledo-
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“ My 
children 
think I 
write my 
historical 
novels 
from living 
memory. 
But I don’t 
quite use a 
quill pen.”

S incla ir Photography

nian Quest, as “the spiritual biogra­
phy of Scotland.”

Last year, the last of her “Daugh­
ters of Courage” series was released 
by Moody Press. The trio of books, 
Kathryn, Elizabeth, and Stephanie, 
focuses on Idaho history and on her 
own fam ily’s stories including, nat­
urally, strong lacings of Scottish tra­
ditions. The series is also being pro­
moted by Guideposts Books.

This year, the second of her Lord 
D anvers M y ste rie s  has been  r e ­
leased. These are Victorian mystery 
novels that combine true and fiction­
al crimes along with strong Christian 
themes. The titles are A Most Incon­
venient Death and Grave Matters.

Crossway Books is in the midst 
o f  re re le a s in g  h e r “ C am b rid g e  
Chronicles,” originally published in 
the 1980s. This series tells the story 
o f the Evangelical M ovem ent b e­
ginning with John and Charles Wes­

ley in A Gentle Calling. Originally a 
fo u r-b o o k  se rie s , D onna w ill be 
adding two more to the collection to 
take the series to the end of the 19th 
century with D. L. Moody and Hud­
son Taylor in Into A ll the World.

Choosing to write historical nov­
els was not the easiest route Donna 
could have taken. Her novels focus 
on p eo p le  w ho re a lly  liv ed  and 
even ts that really  occurred . That 
m eans she m ust do an enorm ous 
amount of research.

That’s a task Donna loves.
So far, she’s taken five research 

trips to Great B ritain. But the re ­
search starts long before Donna sets 
foot on distant shores. The first step 
in research is exhaustive reading on 
her general topic. Then, as ideas for 
the book begin to form, she narrows 
her reading to certain geographical 
areas, time periods, and people. Fi­
n a lly , she sp en d s  ab o u t th ree

m onths setting up a research trip. 
She corresponds with museums, li­
braries, and individuals to arrange 
visits and interviews.

Once in the UK, Donna spends at 
least a week reading in the British 
Library in London, then travels to 
the se ttin g s o f  her s to ries  to im ­
merse herself in the history and cul­
ture of the land. She interviews peo­
ple, visits museums, gets lost, reads 
family histories, and sometimes ex­
am ines the personal belongings of 
her historic characters. Letters they 
ac tua lly  w rote hundreds o f years 
ago are her favorite find.

Each trip to Great Britain results 
in tw o o r th ree  novels . The ep ic 
novels take tw o or three years to 
w rite . S he m an a g e s  the  s h o r te r  
books in a few months.

How do those in G reat B ritain  
fee l ab o u t an A m erican  w ritin g  
English stories?

“The B ritish  love th e ir h isto ry  
and love to share it,” Donna says. 
“Descendants of my characters have 
h e lp ed  m e by w e lc o m in g  m e to 
th e ir  ho m es and  sen d in g  m e r e ­
search about their ancestors. I was 
ev en  re c e iv e d  by a D uke and 
D uchess w hen research ing  To Be  
Worthy for the Cambridge series.

“ I have also  found  them  to be 
quite m erciless when I m ake m is­
takes. I try very hard to avoid errors, 
bu t so m etim es ab so lu te ly  s tu p id  
ones creep in— then I ’m m erciless 
on myself.

“I ’ve been very pleased at the re­
ception of Glastonbury in England. 
It has had some very kind reviews. I 
was interviewed on two radio pro­
grams when I was there. Last fall, a 
village dramatized scenes from the 
book for their village festival.”

D onna’s goal is not ju st to turn 
out good literature (although tha t’s 
important to her) or to gain acclaim 
(although tha t’s fun). The m inistry 
of writing goes deeper than that.

“Only spiritual goals are im por­
tant,” she says. “My only reason for 
writing— or for doing anything— is 
to glorify God. Each o f my books 
has a theme, but I ’ve found that the 
o v e ra ll  th em e  o f  m y w rit in g  is 
G od’s grace, because it was coming
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to an understand ing  o f grace that 
changed  my life . I a lw ays try  to 
show people o f real faith and how 
faith works as a natural part of their 
lives— how they grow  spiritually . 
And 1 hope to provide som ething 
my readers can use beyond en ter­
tainment— although I hope my sto­
ries are entertaining too.”

How does D o n n a 's  fam ily  feel 
about her ministry and calling? Do 
they ever feel she is more interested 
in past times in the British Isles than 
in their current and future lives?

Donna has worked hard to main­
tain the b a lan ce . “ I b e liev e  G od 
made me a wife and mother before 
He made me a writer,” she explains. 
“ W hen the c h ild re n  cam e hom e 
from school, I always left the type­
writer. We ju s t have one child  at 
home now, 14-year-old Elizabeth. 
But I still follow this practice.” Son 
Stanley, Jr., an astronautical en g i­
n ee rin g  g ra d u a te  o f  the  U n ited  
States Air Force Academy, is serv­
ing as a captain in the US Air Force; 
Preston, an NNC graduate, is in a 
Ph.D. program in computer science 
at D artm outh ; and John is in his 
third year at the United States M ili­
tary Academy at West Point, with a 
major in military history.

D onna w rites  six hours a day, 
which she says “seem like about 20 
minutes,” and produces 10 pages of 
copy— “ if things go well.” But she 
admits that maintaining balance can 
be hard to do. “Sometimes I feel like 
a victim of jetlag, bouncing between 
the world in my head and the world 
my body is in. And I’m perfectly ca­
pable o f getting lost driving to the 
grocery store.” One trick that helps 
her to sh ift gears is to put on an 
apron when her writing time is over.

In return, Donna’s family is very 
supportive of her ministry. “T hey’re 
an absolute blessing— 1 don’t know 
how any wife or m other could do 
this, or anything else, w ithout her 
fam ily’s support.

“T hey’ve shown their support in 
very basic ways. Stan bought paper 
and postage stamps to get me start­
ed. He bought my co m p u te r and 
taugh t m e how to use it— w hich 
to o k  in c re d ib le  p a tie n c e . A nd

Sinclair Photography

Afternoon tea, daily at 3:30. A long- 
established tradition at the Crows’.

th ey ’re all great about pitching in 
when I have em ergency deadlines. 
T hey’ll cook meals and do laundry 
when it’s necessary, and when I’m 
aw ay re sea rch in g  or teach in g  at 
w riters’ conferences.

“ But the most important thing is 
the m oral support: like back rubs, 
and m aking me laugh, and saying 
th ings like, ‘Wow, M om. that ad 
makes you look almost professional.'

“Perhaps most important of all, my 
husband is my prayer partner. Prayer 
is really the basis for everything. We 
pray over my writing just as we pray 
for all aspects of our lives.”

With such a busy schedule, how 
does she remain an effective and ef­
ficient person? She focuses.

“ My m otto  is ‘R ejec t P opu la r 
Culture.’ I have three goals. First of

all, I want to be faithful in prayer. 
That’s primarily my vision of pray­
ing for revival in Great Britain.

“Second, 1 want to be a diligent 
w orker. That is the tim e I spend 
working on my books.

“Third, I want to be an obedient 
servant— and th a t’s my service to 
my family. Having set those priori­
ties, I use them as a checklist for 
m y se lf  and call m y se lf  up short 
when I’m not doing what I should 
be doing.

“ I w ill be very  happy  if there  
comes a time in my life when I can 
do more of a hands-on ministry. But 
right now, the praying and the writ­
ing are what 1 can do.”

In coming days, be on the lookout 
for D onna’s powerful novels. And 
considering the spiritual power this 
outstanding lady believes in, d on ’t 
be surprised when you hear about 
revival in Great Britain! ^
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J o i n  u s  t h e  t o d a y  a t

S a d d le  Up p o p  k
a  R ip-R o a r in ' Tim e! vJ
AT THE SUNSHINE RANCH, no child 
needs to  feel unloved or unlovable.

’Cause this year at the Ranch they’ll 
learn about— and experience— the  
greatness o f  G od’s love.

W ordA ction k it s

We give ya the most 
for your money. We’ve 
even included the 
director’s tape with 
16 split-track songs 
and 6 daily sketches 
F ree—a $13.00 value!

.

Call us at 1-800-877-0700 and request a kit to review FREE for 30 days.
Join the stampede and get ready to blaze new trails with God’s love!

m m ^



Over 6 0

From Temple to 
Treadmill
C. ELLEN WATTS

C. Ellen Watts is a free lance  w rite r living  
in N am pa, Idaho.

W h e n  it  c o m e s  t o  e x e r c i s e . I'm  
with form er U.S. President Harry S. 
Truman who said, “Take a two-mile 
walk every morning before break­
fast, get it over with and get on with 
what you know you're going to like 
about your day."

Actually, Mr. Truman didn’t say 
all of that. Anything after the com ­
ma is my own philosophy. Getting 
jerked upright by an alarm to splash 
cold water over my face, struggle 
into sweats, and hit the sidewalk 
while half the neighborhood is still 
asleep is not my idea of fun. Fur­
ther, having Norm do all this with a 
grin and still remem ber the house 
key is nothing short of galling. O f 
course Norm has a m other who, at 
91, can still bend over and touch 
her tennies flat-handed.

By the time we have circled the 
park, I am starting to think about 
breakfast. I don’t know why. I will 
not be fixing anything scrumptious 
like scrambled eggs and hot biscuits 
oozing with melted butter and m ar­
malade. I will instead act as slave to 
the lower part of the triangle that 
has replaced the cartoons on the 
back of some cereal boxes. I may

also think darkly of John the Bap­
tist. Locusts and wild honey. Fat 
and sugar. Top of the nutrition trian­
gle. N o-no’s.

Or, I may remember my Civil 
War veteran friend and his idle son 
from times past and take heart.

Each morning, while the son 
lolled in a chair on the porch, the 
dapper old gentleman donned gray 
spats and, with the aid of an ebony 
cane, took a long walk. Always, at 
the end of his walk, he came into 
the meat market where I worked to 
buy chicken or fish for their dinner. 
On Saturdays, he also bought a siz­
able, well-marbled steak to please 
his son. He chose his own small 
Sunday steak with care and instruct 
ed me to please trim the rest of the 
fat.

The son (they say) died in his 
chair on the porch at age 
43 with an empty potato 
chip bag in one hand and 
a half-eaten sausage in 
the other.

My veteran friend 
made it to the ripe old 
age of 108.

Could be that Arnold 
Glasow was right when 
he said, “Your body is 
the baggage you must 
carry through life. The more excess 
baggage, the shorter the trip.”

The truth is that while we all live 
in bodies that are constantly being 
vandalized by time, this whole busi 
ness of doing w hat’s healthy would 
be easier if God had zapped a few 
other commands onto those stones 
along with the Big Ten: Thou shalt 
have no breakfast until after thou 
hast walked. Thou shalt consume

only those foods that sprout from 
the soil and that echo the dry crunch 
of oats. Eight glasses of water shalt 
thou drink daily, that thy days may 
be long upon this earth and thy 
body free from that which would 
pollute.

Instead of direct instructions, we 
must decide what it means to “keep 
our bodies under" and how to deal 
with a “god” that hangs suspicious­
ly out over the belt like a stomach. 
Daniel, of course, sets a pretty good 
example. Except, what would a pip­
squeak teenager understand about 
addiction to butter pecan pie? Reali­
ty didn’t hit me until after choles­
terol claimed squatters rights in my 
arteries. It appears that while tend­
ing the temple does not guarantee 
either freedom from illness or 
longevity, it does involve more than 
picking chewed gum off the bottom 
of a pew.

Looking after our health needs 
can be especially discouraging to us 
for whom diet and exercise no

“Your body is the baggage 
you must carry though life. 
The more excess baggage, 
the shorter the trip.”

longer seem to do much aesthetical 
good. Still, since a good deal of me 
has started to settle like cold gravy 
in a tube sock, a push back from the 
table and an early morning walk 
lends energy to my day and gives 
me a sense of well-being.

If that isn’t enough, I can take 
courage in the fact that Jesus never 
owned an ’89 Crown Vic. He 
walked. ^
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News
BY MARK GRAHAM and BRYAN MERRILL

First Latin American 
Theology Conference Held
Twenty-nine theological school direc­
tors, academic deans, and extension edu­
cation directors met in Lima, Peru, for 
the first Latin American Theology Con­
ference Oct. 21-24. The meeting was a 
cooperative effort of the South America 
R egion  and the M exico  and C entra l 
America Region, according to Christian 
Sarmiento, conference coordinator.

The conference had two main objec­
tives: to focus on the character and mis­
sion of Latin American Nazarene theo­
logical schools and to examine how the 
two regions could better share resources 
and avoid duplication of efforts.

Resource persons for the conference 
included Jerry Lambert, Nazarene edu­
cation commissioner, and Gordon Wet- 
more, president of Nazarene Theologi­
cal Seminary. Lambert gave an address 
titled “W hy Theological Education Is 
One of the Forces for the Mission of 
the C hurch ."  W etm ore  spoke on the 
th e m e  “ T h e  N ew  D ir e c t io n  T h a t  
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  Is 
T a k in g  T o w a r d  a B e t te r  S p i r i tu a l  
Development.” Wetmore also served as 
the morning devotional speaker.

Regional directors Bruno Radi and

Mario Zani also made presentations.
“The c o n fe re n c e  w as d ev o t io n a l ,  

practical, and academic,” said Sarmien­
to. “There was a sense of  the presence 
of God and of fellowship.”

Others who spoke at the conference 
included: Federico Melendez, Christian 
Sarmiento, Ruben Fernandez, Ramon 
Sierra, Alberto Guang, Eduardo Duque, 
and Alfred Swain.

United Methodists Seek 
Dialogue with Nazarenes
Mel M cCullough, pastor o f  Bethany, 
Okla., First Church and president o f  the 

General Board, recent­
ly spoke to the United 
Methodist Commission 
on Christian Unity and 
I n t e r r e l i g i o u s  C o n ­
c e r n s ,  a c c o r d in g  to 
United Methodist Daily 
News. The 40-member, 
New York-based com ­

m is s io n  in v i ted  M c C u l lo u g h  to its 
semiannual meeting in Oklahoma City 
Oct. 4-8.

Bruce Robbins, s taff  executive for 
the commission, said the encounter with 
McCullough was “highly significant.” 
Four bishops of  the United Methodist

Church participated in the meeting.
"The vitality and practice of  scriptur­

al h o l in e s s  in th e  C h u r c h  o f  the  
Nazarene has a lot to teach us today,” 
said Robbins. “W e haven ’t had suffi­
cient contacts with other churches that 
came out o f  the Wesleyan tradition.”

M cC ullough’s presentation em pha­
sized that the Church of  the Nazarene 
began as a coming together o f  several 
groups, not just as a split with Method­
ism. He also explained Nazarene dis- 
tinctives in worship, higher education, 
missions, evangelism, and compassion­
ate ministry.

“They wanted to know more about 
the  m is s io n  o f  the  C h u r c h  o f  the  
Nazarene and how our roots relate to 
the W esleyan R eviva l ,” said M cC ul­
lough. "It was a very responsive group, 
especially along the lines of  being true 
to the historic Christian gospel and let­
ting this be the foundation for compas­
sionate ministry and social action.”

S o m e  c o m m is s i o n  m e m b e r s  e x ­
pressed surprise that Nazarenes were so 
involved in social ministries. Patricia 
Farris, a commission member and pas­
tor from Los Angeles, expressed grati­
tude for  the s ig n if ic an t  w ork o f  the 
Church of  the Nazarene in downtown 
Los Angeles.

World Mission Division to Offer Free Quarterly Video
The World Mission Division plans to 
re le a se  a q u a r te r ly  World Mission 
Video Magazine beginning  in April 
1995, acco rd in g  to D irec to r  Louie 
Bustle. Video subscriptions to pastors 
or NW M S presidents will be free of 
charge.

The project is being produced by 
Media International. The video maga­
zine will be designed for use in a vari­
ety of settings, according to Jim Ker- 
sten, senior project manager for Media 
International. Roy Stults is executive 
producer.

“ It is our hope that people will use 
the various segm ents  as d iscuss ion  
starters and educational tools ,” said 
K e rs te n .  “ T h ey  w ill  be u se fu l  fo r  
N W M S  m e e t in g s ,  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  
c lasse s ,  F aith  P rom ise  even ts ,  and 
even entire congregations.”

The v ideo will have a n ew sm ag ­
azine format. Feature stories and news

reports  will be p roduced  in c learly  
marked segments so that portions may 
be used for specific audiences within 
the church. Each video will be approx­
imately 60 minutes in length.

W orking on the  new World Mission Video 
Magazine  are (I. to r.j/Jim Kersten, Dave  
Anderson, Roy S tu lts , and Louie Bustle.

Features for the first several videos 
will include: the Nazarene response to 
the c r is i s  in R w a n d a ,  the H o u s to n

T h ru s t  p r o je c t ,  n e w s  f ro m  the  six 
W orld  Mission regions, a ch i ld ren ’s 
program describing “W hat Is a M is­
s io n a ry ,” N W M S  80th  an n iv e rsa ry  
activities, and a feature on the use of 
media in the church.

“World Mission Video Magazine 
could be one o f  the m ost  beneficial 
tools for involvement in the mission of 
the chu rch  a round  the w o r ld ,” said  
Bustle. “W e believe God is going to 
use these videos to inspire the church 
to impact the world.”

Pastors will receive a “Free Video 
S u b s c r ip t io n  O f f e r ” c a rd  w ith  the 
upcoming issue of  the Nazarene Pub­
lishing House Communicator. A vol­
un tary  d o n a t io n  o f  $30  p e r  y ea r  is 
requested  to help defray  the cost o f  
distribution.

For subscrip tion  inform ation, call 
M ed ia  In ternational,  816-333-7000 , 
ext. 2392.
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Europe Hosts Second 
NCM Conference
R e p re s e n ta t i v e s  f rom  25 c o u n t r i e s  
gathered near Rotterdam, Netherlands, 
fo r  the  s e c o n d  E u ro p e a n  N a z a re n e  
Compassionate Ministries Conference 
O ct.  10 -14 ,  a c c o r d in g  to  F r a n k l in  
Cook, Eurasia  regional director.  The 
conference was held in the new facili­
ties o f  the Vlaardingen Church of  the 
Nazarene.

The theme of the four-day event was 
"Compassion as a Lifestyle.” More than 
150 de leg a te s  p a r t ic ip a ted  in w o rk ­
sh o p s .  sp e c ia l  p r e s e n ta t i o n s ,  and  
evening rallies. Attendance at the rallies 
neared 300.

"The blend o f  cultures, languages, 
traditions under the spirit o f  Christ, and 
the im pulse  o f  co m p ass io n  were re ­
markable," said Cook. “A ccording to 
the tes tim onies  o f  many o f  the dele­
gates, lifestyles will be changing."

The conference hosted several dele­
gations from works in newly opened 
countries  inc luding Russia,  Ukraine, 
Bulgaria, Romania, and Albania.

R ic h a rd  Z a n n e r .  A f r ic a  re g io n a l  
director, served as the keynote speaker. 
Other featured speakers were William 
Prince, Louie Bustle, and Jim Purcell.

The meeting was cochaired by Cor 
H o l le m a n ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  C o m p a s s i o  
M u n d i  (p a r t  o f  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  
Resource Partner Network), and Mer­
ritt Mann. European NCM coordinator.

An emotional moment at the confer­
ence came during a Thursday morning 
address by Billy Mitchell o f  Northern 
I re la n d .  P r io r  to  h is  c o n v e r s io n ,  
Mitchell was imprisoned for acts of ter­
rorism as a member of the Ulster Vol­
unteer Force.

Mitchell announced to the crowd that 
the P ro g re s s iv e  U n io n is t  Par ty  had 
authorized him to declare that at m id­
night that night, the Combined Loyalist 
Military Command would lay down its 
arms. They apo log ized  for any g r ie f  
caused and expressed hope that differ­
ences would never again be resolved by 
conflict.

Mitchell also informed the confer­
ence that much of  the input to the doc­
um ent dec la r ing  the peace in it iat ive 
was d r a f te d  in the  N C M  C e n te r  in 
Belfast. The crowd broke into sponta­
neous applause, followed by a prayer

The com passionate m in istries  delegation  
fro m  S p a in  lis te n s  to  G ustavo C ro cker  
translate  conference ac tiv ities .

of  thanksgiving and the singing of the 
Doxology.

O ther  presentations were made by 
Phillip McAlister. Northern Ireland; Ed 
Meenderink, Netherlands; Clive Bur­
rows, European Nazarene Bible C o l­
lege; and Mary Schaar, ENBC.

Gustavo Crocker, development train­
ing director for NCM, gave several pre­
sentations. He is following up with key 
leaders through further regional train­
ing programs.

Sunday School Emphasis 
Closes on High Note
A tte n d a n c e  in N a z a r e n e  S u n d a y  
Schools on rally day of the fall empha­
sis (Oct. 30) reached 428,544. T hat 's  
an increase of 4.626 over the total for 
the same day one year earlier, accord­
ing to  T a lm a d g e  J o h n s o n .  S u n d a y  
School Ministries Division director.

Central Florida, under the leadership 
of District Superintendent Gene Fuller 
and Chairman Wayne Hilburn. led all 
other districts in the U.S. and Canada 
in Sunday School attendance on rally 
day with a total of 11,754.

S o u th  C a r o l in a  D is t r ic t ,  led  by 
S u p e r in te n d e n t  Ja m es  B earden  and 
Chairm an Kevin Ulmet. outpaced all 
o the r  d istric ts  in num erical increase 
with an addition of  954 during the cam ­
paign. South Carolina also led in per­
centage gain over last year’s base with 
an increase of 16.37 percent.

“ I think the vision to reach people 
with a new sense of urgency and fol­
low-up is just beginning,” said John­
son, who has been in the post since 
Ju ly  1. “ I am en c o u rag ed  about the 
prospects o f  new levels of commitment 
to revitalizing the Sunday School.”

Districts maintained statistics in five 
ca tegories  during the “ All Hands on 
Deck" emphasis. The top five districts 
and their superintendents in each cate­

gory were:
Average Attendance; Kansas City, 

Keith W right (9,091); North Central 
O h io ,  Jack  A rc h e r  (9,021 ); O regon  
Pacific, Gerald Manker (8,890); W ash­
ington Pacific, Hugh Smith (8,874); 
Central Ohio, Herbert Rogers (8,292) 

Num erical Increase: South Caroli­
na, James Bearden (+954); North Cen­
tral Ohio, Jack Archer (+493); Kansas 
City, Keith Wright (+458); East T en ­
nessee, Thomas Cox (+386); Alabama 
North, B. J. Garber (+379)

A d d itio n s  to th e R esp o n s ib ility  
List: Houston, J. W. Lancaster (878); 
A rizo n a ,  Bill B urch  (71 1); O regon  
Pacific ,  G erald  M anker  (680); K e n ­
tucky, Lowell Clyburn (674); Dallas, 
W .M . L y n c h (669)

Percentage Increase: South Caroli­
na, James Bearden (16.37%); Alabama 
S o u th .  P h i l l ip  S e s s io n s  (1 0 .8 6 % );  
Alabama North, B. J. Garber (10.28%); 
East Tennessee, Thomas Cox (8.19%); 
Southwest Latin American, Alejandro 
Sandoval (6.87%)

M orning W orship  R ecruits: Vir­
g in ia ,  C h a r le s  T h o m p s o n  (1 ,7 4 2 ) ;  
S ou thern  F lorida ,  Byron Schorting-  
house (1,137); Houston, J. W. Lancas­
ter (940); San Antonio, James Blanken­
sh ip  (6 7 3 ) ;  and  N orth  F lo r id a ,  D. 
Moody Gunter (571).

European Leader Injured
Herm ann G schw andt-  
n e r ,  c o o r d in a to r  o f  
Eastern European Min­
istries for the Eurasia  
Region, was confined 
to bed following a near 
fa ta l  a u to  a c c id e n t  
Nov. 1. He was d iag ­
nosed with broken ver­

tebrae behind the heart.
A Nazarene missionary for 4 years, 

Gschwandtner was in a one-car acci­
dent that des troyed  his vehicle .  “ He 
must have had a higher power riding 
with  h im ,” d ec la re d  an au to  exper t  
upon examining the wreckage.

P r io r  to h is  m is s io n a r y  s e rv ic e ,  
G schw and tner  served as director for 
World Literature Crusade in Germany 
and Eastern Europe. The former pastor 
o f  Frankfurt, Germany, First Church 
has helped to establish Nazarene works 
in R u s s ia ,  U k ra in e ,  R o m a n ia ,  and  
Albania.
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Nazarene Dies in Indiana 
Commuter Flight Tragedy
Valarie Jean (nee Patton) Ferrym an, 
44, of Mooresville, Ind., died Oct. 31 
as a result o f  injuries sustained in an 
airline accident.

Ferryman was a passenger on Ameri­
can Eagle Flight 4184 en route from 
Indianapolis to Chicago’s O 'Hare Inter­
national Airport. The turboprop com ­
muter plane, flying in windy and icy 
conditions, crashed in a muddy soybean 
field at Roselawn, Ind. All 64 passengers 
and four crew members were killed.

S e r v ic e s  w ere  h e ld  N ov .  10 in 
Greenwood, Ind. She was a member of 
Indianapolis, Ind., Southwest Church 
of  the Nazarene.

She is survived by her husband of 27 
years, Chris; a son, Michael; her par­
ents, George and Imagene Patton; two 
sisters. Ruby Sheahan and Pam Roark; 
and three brothers, Robert, Ray, and 
Jerry Patton.

Ferryman was a senior executive with 
Osco Drugs, a firm she served for 23 
years. She was a native of London, Ky.

Heart to Heart Targets 
Balkans with Aid/Bears
H eart  to H eart  In te rn a t io n a l  jo in e d  
fo rc e s  w ith  U .S .  M u s l im s ,  S e rb s ,  
Croats, Jews, and students to provide 
medical relief and supplies for children 
in the war-torn Balkan region. In addi­
tion, they plan to ship school supplies 
as well as 50,000 teddy bears, donated 
by H allm ark  C ards ,  to lift the c h i l ­
dren’s spirits.

“ A donation of  $10 a llow ed us to 
send $100 of pharmaceuticals, medical 
supplies, school supplies, and a teddy 
bear to alleviate suffering for innocent 
v ic tim s o f  w a r ,” said G ary  M orsch. 
Nazarene physician and Heart to Heart 
chairm an. “We gave them a holiday 
gift like they’d never seen before.”

The sta ted  purpose  o f  the projec t 
was to unite people of  various ethnic 
origins to serve as an example of coop­
eration and peaceful coexistence.

“O ur interest was in the universal 
ethic of  helping children affected by 
the ravages of  war,” said Mark Levin, 
rabbi o f  Congregation Beth Torah in 
Kansas City. “As authentic humanitari­
ans, we must be interested in all world 
prob lem s. T here  are Jew s in all the

A m erican  students  to te  teddy bears and  
school su pp lies  w h ile  s ing ing  a song of 
p eace . The children jo ined  w ith  Heart to 
H eart to  m ake th e  new  year s p e c ia l fo r  
th e ir peers in the Balkans.
[Balkan] states, but the broader interest 
is for peace everywhere— to end suffer­
ing wherever possible.”

T h e  p r o je c t  c o l l e c t e d  s u p p l i e s  
throughout November and December. 
They were then sorted, inventoried, and 
scheduled for shipment in January.

H e a r t  to H e a r t  w o rk e d  w ith  the  
Office o f  Foreign Disaster Assistance 
and the U.S. State Department to insure 
the safe transportation of the shipment. 
The supplies were distributed equally 
among the various ethnic groups.

“ O ur effo rts  were a h um an ita r ian  
interest, especially  for the ch ild ren ,” 
sa id  H a n i f  K h a l i l ,  c h a i rm a n  o f  the 
Council of Mosques for Greater Kansas 
City. “W e w anted to bridge the gap 
between religious communities— unite 
forces— to help the children in need.” 

“We don't have to see eye to eye in 
order to work shoulder to shoulder and 
heart to heart,” said Levin.

Heart to Heart International is a two- 
year-old re lief  organization  based in 
Olathe, Kans. It is operated largely by 
Nazarenes.

The Association of Nazarene Sociolo­
gists o f  Religion recently announced 
their  14th annual conference will be 
held March 30— April 1 at the King 
C onference  C enter,  N azarene  H ea d ­
quarters. The theme for the meeting is 
“Called unto Holiness, Praise Bands, 
and the Apostles’ Creed: A Conference 
on Changing Worship Styles.”

The conference is open to sociolo­
gists, theologians, clergy, students, and 
other interested persons.

The conference will feature a special 
v id e o  p r e s e n ta t i o n  by W i l l ia m  
Willimon, chaplain to Duke University.

Several research papers by sociologists 
will also be presented.

A panel o f  ministers will be utilized 
during the conference. They are: Ran­
dall Davey, Steve G reen, Jesse Mid- 
dendorf, and Tom Wilson.

For further information or reserva­
tions, write to; Jon Johnston, Pepper- 
d ine  U n iv e rs i ty ,  c /o  Socia l  S c ience  
Division. Malibu, CA 90263; or phone 
816-333-7000, ext. 2239.

New Representatives 
Elected to General Board
Stephen Green and Keith Wright were 
recently  elected by mail ballot to fill 
vacancies on the General Board, accord­
ing to G eneral Secretary  Jack Stone. 
They were elected by the district adviso­
ry boards on the regions they represent.

Green has served as senior pastor of 
Pasadena, Calif.,  First Church for the 
past two years. He is an a lum nus of  
Bethany Nazarene College, Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, and Vanderbilt 
University.

Green, represen ting  the Southwest 
U.S.A. Region, fdls the vacancy left by 
John Calhoun upon his election as pastor 
of the Manhattan, N.Y., Lamb’s Church.

W rig h t  has  se rv e d  as the  K ansas  
City District superintendent since 1990. 
He is an alumnus of  Northwest Naza­
rene College and Southwest Theologi­
cal Seminary.

Wright will represent the North Cen­
tral U.S.A. Region. He fills the vacancy 
left by Hiram Sanders upon his election 
as president o f  Nazarene Bible College.

Sociologists Call Meeting

Lillenas Publishing Company recently  hon­
ored Ken Bible for his com pilation, Master 
C horus B ook. I t  h as  s o ld  m o re  th a n  
800 ,0 0 0  copies, m aking it the best-selling  
nonhym nal p u b lic a tio n  in L ille n a s ’s 7 0 -  
year history. P ictured are (I. to r.): Harlan 
M o o re , d ire c to r;  R o b ert L. F o s te r , NPH 
president; Ken Bible; and Hardy W eathers, 
NPH m arketing d irector.
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Newly Ordained Ministers

1 9 9 4  C a n a d a  
C entral D is tric t  
o rd in a n d  c la s s  
(I. to  r . ) :  R ev .
G e ra ld  and  
S h e rry  W o o d ,
Rev. Christabell 
and S ilv a  S a l - 
v a lin g h a m , and  
Revs. Deryl and 
Beverly P rice. 1 9 9 4  C h ic a g o  

C e n tra l D is t r ic t  
ordinand class (I. 
to  r . ) :  G e n e ra l 
S u p e r in te n d e n t  
W illiam  J. Prince, 
Rev. R ussell and 
Judy Booton, and 
D is tr ic t  S u p erin ­
te n d e n t E. K e ith  
Bottles.

1994  Northeast O kla­
hom a D is t r ic t  o r d i­
nand c la s s  (I. to  r .) :  
D is tr ic t  S u p e r in te n ­
dent Russell and Ruth 
H u m a n , R e v . B ria n  
and S h erri B la n k e n ­
ship, Rev. Steven and 
R honda  L e s te r , and  
G e n e ra l S u p e r in te n ­
d e n t J e r a ld  D . an d  
A lice Johnson.

1 9 9 4  S o u th w e s te rn  
Ohio D is tric t ordinand  
class (I. to r.): D istrict 
S e c re ta ry  W e s le y  K. 
P o o le , R ev. and M rs . 
W illia m  J. B ockhorst, 
G e n e ra l S u p e r in te n ­
d e n t J e ra ld  D . J o h n ­
s o n , R e v . an d  M rs . 
Charles 0 . Sw itzer, and 
D istric t Superintendent 
Harold B. Graves.

1994  M ich igan  D is tric t ordinand class (I. to r., fro n t row ): Revs. 
Paul and N anette  Evans, Rev. Richard A. and Karen Losee, Rev. 
Kenneth J. and Teresa Garner, D istrict Secretary Randall K. Hart­
man, General Superintendent Jerald D. Johnson; (back row) Rev. J. 
M itch e ll and Yalonda Combs, Revs. D. Keith and Geneva S ilvernail, 
and D istrict Superintendent C. Neil S tra it.

1994 Iowa D istrict ordi­
nand c la s s  (I. to  r . ) :  
f r o n t  ro w — R e v . and  
M rs . D e lb e rt R ittg e rs , 
R ev. and  M rs . D enn is  
D illon , Revs. Louis and 
Ann Pfleger; (back row) 
General S uperintendent 
W illia m  J . P rin c e  and  
D is tric t S uperintendent 
Gene C. Phillips.

1994 Pittsburgh D istrict ordinand class (I. to r.): D istrict Superin­
tendent J. Roy Fu ller, Rev. Kippy L. and Nancy Rupert, Rev. Ran­
d a ll S. and C harle tta  R upert, Rev. Terry L. and Helen W eym an, 
Rev. Kenneth L. and M erlene B ennett, Rev. W illiam  H. and Cheryl 
Shanor, Rev. Bryan P. and Wendy Lam berton, Rev. David E. and 
Kathryn Kopka, Rev. W illiam  T. Young, and General S uperinten­
dent Donald D. Owens.

1994 Illinois  D istrict ordinand class (I. to r., fron t row ): Rev. and 
M rs. James T . High, Rev. and M rs. Steven A. Boze, Rev. Estella R. 
Jones, Rev. and M rs. Tracy L. Gorman; (m iddle row) Rev. and M rs. 
Myeong Mo Kim , Rev. and M rs. M ich ae l L. Smith S r., Rev. and 
M rs. Glenn Newton; (back row) General Superintendent James H. 
Diehl, Rev. and M rs. W alter F. Sheets, Rev. and M rs. Ron R. Barr, 
and D istrict Superintendent Allen H. Dace.
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Lee Dies at Home
Charles Ross Lee, former Indianapolis 

D is t r ic t  s u p e r i n t e n ­
dent, died at his Lake­
land, Fla., home Nov. 
1. T h e  8 2 - y e a r - o ld  
minister was struck by 
an a p p a r e n t  h ea r t  
attack as he prepared 
to speak at a luncheon 
for retired ministers in 

Plant City, Fla.
S erv ices  w ere  held  Nov. 5 at the 

Highland Park Church in Lakeland. An 
additional memorial service was held 
Nov. 9 at the New Castle, Ind.. South- 
side Church.

Lee is surv ived  by his wife o f  57 
years, Grace; his son, Ted R.; his daugh­
ter, Virginia G. Frame; three grandchil­
dren; and five great-grandchildren.

The Lees moved to Lakeland in 1987 
fo l low ing  11 years  o f  re t i rem en t  in 
New Castle, Ind. They served in the 
Indianapolis  District parsonage from 
1967 to 1976.

The Lees served 39 years o f  pastoral 
ministry in Indiana, Ohio, and Michi­
gan. As pastor of Richmond, Ind., First 
Church, Lee led the denomination with 
1,805 in Easter Sunday School atten­
dance in 1958.

An alumnus of  Olivet Nazarene Col­
lege, Lee was ordained in 1937 on the 
Michigan District. Olivet awarded Lee 
the honorary doctor of divinity degree 
in 1974.

Lee was the first student body president 
at Olivet and the first of three generations 
of his family to graduate from there.

Olivet Receives $1 Million
O lathe,  Kans.,  bus inessm an  Donald  
Bell has pledged a $l million gift to 
Olivet Nazarene University, according

ONU P resident John B ow ling, flan ked  by 
Donald and Faith  B e ll, rece ives the  firs t  
check estab lish ing  the  $1 m illion  g ift  to 
the university.

to P residen t John Bow ling . The gift 
was a n n o u n c e d  at the  u n i v e r s i t y ’s 
board of trustees meeting Oct. 4.

The gift will be used to establish the 
“Donald H. and Faith N. Bell Family 
E n d o w m en t F u n d .” The p ledge will 
provide academic scholarships in per­
petuity through the university’s founda­
tion.

“ I fell in love on this campus,” Bell 
said. “ It was th rough  th is  [co llege]  
exper ience  that [my wife and I] fell 
madly  in love with each other.  So I 
wanted to do something to allow that to 
happen to other young people.”

Bell is a 1953 graduate of ONU.
Bell entered business in 1976 after 

19 years in music ministry. His busi­
ness holdings include Bell Enterprises, 
D on Bell H o m es ,  B r i t tan y  S av in g s  
Corporation ,  Security Savings Bank, 
and Caldwell Banker Brittany Bell.

$1 Million Donated to TNC
T r e v e c c a  N a z a r e n e  C o l le g e  has  
announced receipt of $l million from 
William and Jean Graves of Birming­
ham, Ala.

The gift is a memorial to G raves’s 
p a r e n ts ,  J a m e s  E lm e r  and  Jo h n n ie  
Boyd Graves, longtime members of  the 
Franklin. Tenn., Nazarene Church and 
Nashville First Church. Graves stated 
that his parents deeply valued Trevec­
ca, since his brother, Harold B. Graves, 
superintendent of Southwest Ohio Dis­
trict, and his sister. Margaret Graves 
H en d e rso n  o f  C o v in g to n ,  G a.,  both  
graduated from there.

“ Mr. and Mrs. G raves  beautifu lly  
displayed the life of Christian holiness 
and played a significant role in my own 
life as a young minister,” said William 
M. Greathouse, general superintendent 
e m e r i tu s  and  f o r m e r  p a s to r  to  the  
Graves family.

Jean and Bill Graves (I.), along w ith Harold 
and Betty Graves (r.), visit w ith TNC Presi­
dent M illa rd  Reed follow ing the announce­
m ent of th e ir $1 m illion m em orial g ift.

the
Sermon 

on the Mount

This colorful recording features per 
form ances by contemporary7 artists 
Billy Gaines, Chris Rodriguez, lisa  
Glasgow, Buddy Greene, Billy 
Simon, the Christ Com m unity  
Church Choir, and more. But the 
real focus is the songs themselves:
10 n ew  selections and 2 current fa­
vorites offer both spiritual enrich 
m ent and a fresh listening experi­
ence. The com panion songbook  
includes devotional readings for 
added enjoym ent and insight. 

HHIV1B-696 Songbook $4.95  
HHTA-4016C Cassette SI 0 .88  
HHDC 4 0 1 6  Compact Disc S I4 .88

Order Toll-Free

1 - 800- 877-0700 ( »  sea
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I n a Woman’s Voice

Friends Count

Janet Smith Williams is an  o rd a in e d  e lde r 
in  the  C hu rch  o f  the  N azarene  a n d  has  
se rve d  the  ch u rch  as p rea che r, eva ng e ­
list, a n d  as a p ro fe s s o r a t N azarene  B ib le  
College.

“ S h e ’s  l i k e  m y  s e c o n d  s k i n , ” a friend 
said, distressed about a fractured 
friendship, “and it is too important for 
me to let it go.” I remembered reading 
about the need to work at friendships, 
that they don ’t happen automatically. 
My friend worked on the relationship 
and repaired it.

How fortunate she was to recover a 
true friendship. It reminded me of Ba­
con's essay “On Friendship” when he 
said, “It redoubleth joys and cutteth 
griefs in halfs.” Somewhere in my jour­
ney I heard that we are fortunate if we 
have five close friends in a lifetime.

It doesn’t matter at which stage we 
find ourselves— we all need friends.
Our five-year-old granddaughter visited 
us, and we were treating her to a week 
at a children’s art class. After the first 
session, with little response to my ques­
tions about the class, I had doubts about 
the wisdom of  sending her to it. The 
next day, as we arrived early, she sped 
across the room to a different table. I 
watched. Soon a little girl joined her. 
After class, bubbling with excitement, 
she told me about her new friend. I ’m 
sure the adventure in friendship was at 
least as valuable as the art instruction.

When I finished my demanding work 
schedule where I saw colleagues, stu­
dents, and staff daily, I realized moving 
out of one lifestyle into another meant I 
needed more than casual acquaintances. 
I needed friends with common interests 
and shared beliefs— friends for spiritual 
strength, for laughter, for fellowship, 
and for lunch or coffee or ice cream. I 
needed more than a handshake or a 
brief visit at church, or a phone call 
when something was needed of  me. I 
needed friends who wanted me, just 
me. So during devotions one day, I 
prayed almost inadvertently what I call 
“a slip of  a prayer” for friends and went 
on to “more important requests.”

Sometime later I joined a large Bible 
study for women where I knew no one. 
In the later smaller group, I was fed by 
their testimonies and rejoiced in their 
prayers.

Then I sought out other friends who 
didn’t have demanding schedules ei­
ther. I needed to share with 
other women common 
bonds, similar concerns, 
and different viewpoints.

During devotions about 
a year later, it was like God 
leaned low and spoke my 
name. I quieted my mind 
and said audibly, “Yes,
Lord.” He reminded me of 
my “ slip o f  prayer,” and 
said, “Count!”

So I started counting. I 
have two wonderful friends from the 
Bible study. When we are together, the 
one is full o f  news of G od’s leading. 
The other leaves me quite speechless, 
for not only is she able to quote many 
Bible passages, but she can readily find 
almost any scripture verse without a 
concordance. Their freshness is like a 
river flowing into me.

I have another friend that I have cof­
fee with or we ride together in the car 
someplace. Most of the time, as soon as

we begin our conversation, we both see 
the funny side of  it and laugh and 
laugh. When we leave each other, re­
freshed in mind and body, I ’m remind­
ed of Proverbs 17:22, “A merry heart 
doeth good like a medicine.”

I always look forward to lunch with 
Donna, for the flow of  topics— social, 
political, or religious— never ends. We 
just stop until next time. I t’s like a 
“friendly discussion . . .  as stimulating 
as the sparks that fly when iron strikes 
iron” (Proverbs 27:17, t l b ) .  How great 
to challenge the cobwebs in our minds.

Of course, there is my second skin 
friend too. She epitomizes the poem 
“Friendship,” written by Dinah Craik in 
The Best Loved Poems of the American 
People (Garden City Books).
Oh, the comfort— the inexpressible 
comfort

of feeling safe with a person.
Having neither to weigh thoughts,
Nor measure words— but pouring them 
All right out—just as they are—
Chaff and grain together—
Certain that a faithful hand will 
Take and sift them—
Keep what is worth keeping—
And with the breath of kindness 
Blow the rest away.

Remembering my “slip of a prayer,”
I lifted my heart to God and said, “You 
are so wonderful.”

What happened to me in my quest 
was the answer given to Elizabeth Bar­
rett Browning when she asked Charles 
Kingsley, 19th-century clergyman and 
novelist, about the secret of his life. She 
asked, “Tell me, that I may make mine 
beautiful also.” He replied, “I had a 
friend.”
Editor’s note: You will encounter a 
number o f different Nazarene women 
through this column throughout 1995.

All you need to be among 
the fortunate of earth is 
five good friends.
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I nto the Word

Foundations of the Faith in Philippians

On Having and 
Being Models

Roger L. Hahn is p ro fe ss o r o f  N e w  
T estam ent a t N azarene Theo log ica l 
Sem inary.

Brothers and sisters, join each other in 
imitating me and keep your eyes on 
those who live in this way just as you 
have us for a pattern (Philippians 
3:17).*

I t  is h a r d  t o  o v e r e s t i m a t e  the impor­
tance of role models. Most learning that 
truly changes lives takes place through 
relationships. Teachers teach by show­
ing students how to solve problems. 
Craftsmen learn their trade by appren­
ticeship under a master craftsman. It is 
a strangely modem idea that people can 
become mature and committed Chris­
tians without spiritual role models. The 
apostle Paul was convinced that his 
converts should live in a community of 
believers who modeled the Christian 
life.

Philippians 3:17 is one of several 
verses in which Paul urged his readers 
to “imitate” him. Some folks are of­
fended by such exhortations. They feel 
it was insufferable arrogance that moti­
vated Paul to ask his readers to imitate 
his life. Others grant to Paul enough 
saintliness to make such demands, but 
they could never imagine such words 
on their own lips. Both groups misun­
derstand Paul.

The context of this call for imitation 
includes Philippians 3:9-16. Paul’s

statement in verse 12, “I am not claim­
ing that I have already grasped all of 
Christ nor have I already reached per­
fection,” does not sound like spiritual 
arrogance. The life the Philippians were 
being called to imitate was a life of pur­
suing Christlikeness. It was a life of as­
piring to further holiness. The larger 
context of Philippians 3:9-11 describes 
that life as conformity to Christ in both 
His death and resurrection. 1 Corinthi­
ans 11:1 catches the idea more fully as 
Paul there urges, “Become imitators of 
me as I am an imitator of Christ.”

Verse 17 makes it clear that Paul is 
not on an ego trip when he calls for the 
Philippians to imitate him. The second 
half of the verse calls on us to “keep 
your eyes on those who live in this way 
just as you have us for a pattern.” 
“Those who live in this way” and “us” 
are plural! Paul was willing for his 
readers to imitate anybody and every­
body who conducted their lives accord­
ing to the pattern of Christ­
likeness described in 
Philippians 3:9-16. The 
apostle envisioned the 
church as a community of 
people whose lives could 
safely be imitated.

The community context 
works two ways in Philip­
pians 3:17. The church 
should contain a number of 
believers whose lives can 
be imitated. But Paul also 
envisioned the church working together 
to imitate the Christlike lives of their 
models. The Greek word that he used 
here is a compound word that is slightly 
different from the word used in all the 
other New Testament passages on being 
imitators. A most literal attempt to 
show the difference would lead us to 
translate the word as “co-imitators.” 
Because of this compound word, many 
commentators translate the beginning 
of verse 17 with phrases like, “Join in

imitating,” or “be united in imitating.” 
Paul envisioned all the Philippian be­
lievers making it their combined church 
goal to imitate him as he imitated 
Christ.

The danger of Paul’s exhortation is 
not arrogance but artificiality. The 
truest form of imitation is unconscious. 
A relationship characterized by great 
love or admiration often leads to un­
conscious imitation. Natural following 
of a role model is more genuine than a 
mechanical mimicking of the external 
habits and quirks of another person.

Paul hoped for a church in which 
people both had and were models. As 
many of us contemplate New Year's 
resolutions, perhaps one of those reso­
lutions should be to seek out a role 
model or several role models. If we 
cannot say with Paul, “Imitate me as I 
imitate Christ,” we are in need of sig­
nificant spiritual help ourselves. The 
Church—and the world—will have role 
models. What kinds of models depends 
on us.

For further study: (1) Read the fo l­
lowing verses and their surrounding 
contexts: 1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1; 
Ephesians 5:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:6 
and 2:14. What further insights to these 
verses contribute to our understanding 
Paul’s call to imitate him? (2) Read

John 15— 17 and mark alt the places in 
which our relationship with Christ is 
compared to Christ's relationship with 
God. Reflect on the meaning o f those 
passages in light o f Paul's command to 
imitate him. (3) Pray that God would 
provide you the right role models you 
need to move ahead in your walk with 
Christ. Pray that he will help you be­
come the right role model for someone 
else.
‘ Scripture quotations are the author's own translation.

Was Paul on an ego trip 
when he said “ Imitate me”?
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Y
ou heard them again, right? New Year’s 
resolutions galore? Some folks make 
them with good intentions. Some make 
them  only  to hreak them  before the 
year is hardly begun. Some make then 
halfheartedly. And then there are those 
who make a resolution not to make res­
olutions!

But there is one resolution that we all could 
well afford to make. It is the resolution to learn 
more about our Christian faith, to enlarge the 
vocabulary of our “belief” system and increase 
our understanding of some key words that relate 
to what we believe.

God created the universe sim ply by uttering 
words. Since we are made in God’s image, the 
words we use exert trem endous creative power. 
And since we are fallen creatures, th is creative 
power can be turned to evil ends.

In one sense, hum an beings create language. 
But in  another sense, language creates us. The 
words we know and use help to make us w ho we 
are. If there were no words, it would be impossi 
ble to com m unicate our thoughts. But if  there 
were no words, it would be im possible to think  
the thoughts in  the first place. The more words 
we know and understand, the more thoughts we 
can think.

Close your eyes and try thinking about som e­
thing— just anything. For example, imagine you 
are in  a boat on a lake in the m idst of a storm. 
Such a thought w ould be im possib le if  you did 
not have access to words like “boat,” “lake,” and 
“storm,” or at least some equivalent terms to rep­
resent the objects you have imagined. Language is 
one o f the th ings— one of the more im portant 
things— that make us human. We would be less

Computer graphic: Rich Houseal

The rainbow  represents the rainbow around 
God's th ro n e  (R eve la tion  4); the cross 
represents Jesus Christ; the tongue o f flame, 
the Holy Spirit; and the book is the Bible. Our 
"Words o f Faith" rest on this foundation.

than human if  language did not exist, although it 
is not necessary that our words be uttered. Even 
the m ute person thinks thoughts that are repre­
sented by words.

There are some key biblical words that help to 
create our C hristian ex istence and define our 
Christian selfhood. Especially important are the 
words that relate to our salvation. We w ill exam­
ine a few  o f them  here. At least three of these  
words are found in Ephesians 2:8-9: “For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through fa ith — and 
th is  is  n o t from  y o u r se lv e s , it  is  th e g if t  o f  
God— not by works, so that no one can boast” 
(emphasis added, n iv ). We w ill begin  
w ith those three, and add others.

Rob L. Staples 
Professor of Theology 

Nazarene Theological Seminary

F A I T H
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Words

FAITH

The w ord “grace” represents 
the foundation o f  our re la­
tio n sh ip  to  G od . W h a t is 
g ra ce?  O ne o f  th e  o ld e s t 
d e f in itio n s  is “ G o d ’s u n ­

m erited  favor.” T he key  w ord  is 
“u n m erited ” o r u n d ese rv ed . B e­
cause o f  sin and its effects, grace 
is undeserved but drastically  need­
ed by all hum an beings.

I o n c e  h e a rd  a w e ll -k n o w n  
th eo lo g ian  lec tu re  on g race . H e 
to ld  o f  a f r ie n d  from  M ich ig an  
w ho was m otoring to Florida and 
stopped at a restaurant in G eorgia 
to eat breakfast. H e ordered a typ i­
cal A m erican breakfast— eggs, ba­
con, toast, and coffee. W hen  the 
w aitress set the plate before him , 
he asked her, “W hat is that glob o f  
w hite s tu ff on the p late?” “G rits,” 
the w aitress replied. He protested, 
“ I d id  no t o rd e r g rits .” A nd  she 
replied, “T hat’s correct, sir; dow n 
h ere  y ou  d o n ’t o rd e r th em , and  
you  d o n ’t pay  fo r them , bu t you 
get them  anyw ay.”

A fter telling that story, the lec­
tu r e r  re m a rk e d ,  “ T h a t is w h a t 
g race is— w e d id n ’t o rder it, and 
we d o n ’t pay for it, but w e get it 
anyw ay; grace is grits and grits is 
g race!” A n am using analogy, but 
not bad. N ot bad at all.

F ro m  b e g in n in g  to  e n d , th e  
B ible is a book about grace. It is a 
m is tak e  to  th in k  the  O ld  T es ta ­
m ent is only a book o f  law  and the 
N ew  T estam ent a book  o f  grace.

C reation  itse lf  is an act o f  divine 
grace. The giving o f  the Law  and 
the in stitu tio n  o f  sac rifices  w ere 
all fo r the p u rpose  o f  p o in tin g  a 
p e o p le  to w a rd  a s a lv a t io n  th e y  
n e e d e d  b u t d id  n o t d e se rv e . In 
short, they w ere acts o f  grace.

But, for the C hristian , g race is 
cen tered  in Jesus C hrist. Jesus is 
“the face o f  grace.” D ivine grace is 
not con fined  to the life and w ork 
o f  Jesus, but it is defined  by  that 
life and work. “The law  w as given 
through M oses; grace . . . cam e by 
Jesus C hrist” (John 1:17, n iv ).

J esus is the “face 
OF GRACE.”

In N ew  T estam en t G reek , the  
w ord  charis  (g race) is re la ted  to 
the  w o rd  ch a rism a  (g ift) . T hus, 
grace has a giftlike character. It a l­
w ays com es as som ething w e did 
not deserve, did not purchase, did 
n o t ea rn . T h e  b e n e f its  o f  g race  
com e to us as “ the  g ift o f  G o d ” 
(Ephesians 2:8).

S ince grace is the g ift o f  G od, 
and  s in ce  G o d  is so v e re ig n , w e 
canno t co n tro l g race. We canno t 
program  it, predict it, or corral it.

We cannot say, “Lo, here” or “ Lo, 
there.” W hen w e think it w ill com e 
from  the east, it com es from  the 
west. W hen we think it w ill com e 
from  the north, it com es from  the 
south. G race is full o f  surprises. It 
ceases to  be grace w hen it ceases 
to be “am azing” grace!

G ra c e  is  f r e e .  It t r a n s c e n d s  
every  leg a lis tic  w ay  o f  th in k in g , 
every system  o f  m oral bookkeep­
ing, every  ca lcu la tion  o f  rew ards 
and penalties; no ta riff  can be im ­
posed on it. It is G o d ’s doing, and 
it is m arvelous.

W esleyans often speak o f  “pre- 
venien t grace.” T he w ord  “preve- 
n ie n t” m ean s  l i te ra lly  “ to  co m e 
befo re” (from  the L atin  prae, be­
fore, and venire, to com e), hence 
“p re c e d in g .” T h e  te rm  re fe rs  to  
the g race o f  G od  th a t com es b e­
fore salvation, or the grace that we 
are given even before w e respond 
to  G o d  in  fa ith .  T h is  d o e s  n o t 
m ean, how ever, that there are d if­
fe re n t k in d s  o f  g ra c e , as i f  th e  
grace before w e are saved  is d if­
fe ren t from  the  g race  by  w h ich , 
an d  a f te r  w h ic h , w e are  sav ed . 
There is a continuity  o f  grace; it is 
all o f  one piece. In one sense, all 
g race is p revenien t. A ll o f  G o d ’s 
sav in g  ac tio n  p re c e d e s  o u r ow n 
response. L ong before w e ever b e­
lieved, even before w e w ere bom  
o r co n c e iv ed , G o d  d id  w h a t He 
n eed ed  to  do to  b rin g  ab o u t our 
s a lv a t io n .  T h a t  is  w h a t  g ra c e  
m eans. ■
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FA.ITH

S
alvation is “by grace,” but it 
com es to  us “th ro u g h  fa ith ” 
(E phesians 2:8). Faith  is the 
h u m an  re sp o n se  th a t a llow s 
grace to  do its full w ork in us. 
W hat is fa ith? W hen  asked  by 

his Sunday School teacher to  de­
fine faith, a lad replied, “ It is tak ­
ing som eth ing  fo r true w hen you 
know  it isn ’t so.”

H e w as com plete ly  w rong, but 
skeptics som etim es seem  to think 
that is w hat w e C hristians are do­
ing. In th is m odem  age, they say, 
m o d e rn  C h ris t ia n s  su re ly  k n o w  
better than  to  believe in G od and 
the B ible, but they  go to church on 
S u n d ay  p re te n d in g  th a t it is a ll 
true. I f  that is w hat faith is, surely 
the believer is in trouble!

S o m e tim es  fa ith  is co n tra s te d  
w ith  know ledge. Som e th ings w e 
know  to be true, and som e things 
w e ju s t believe to be true. For ex­
a m p le ,  w e  k n o w  th a t  in  o u te r  
s p a c e  th e r e  a re  o th e r  p la n e ts .  
Som e people believe there is life 
on  so m e o f  th o se  p la n e ts . N o w  
suppose w e finally  leam  that there 
really  is life on som e far-o ff p lan­
et. T hen that w hich  w as only  be­
lieved  w ill becom e know n. Faith  
w ill h av e  g iv e n  w ay  to  k n o w l­
edge. T his im plies tha t the m ore 
know ledge w e attain, the less faith 
we need, and that faith is inferior 
to know ledge. I f  that is w hat faith 
is, o n ce  ag a in  th e  b e lie v e r  is in 
trouble! B ut this is not the concept

o f  fa ith  ex p ressed  by  Paul w hen  
he says that know ledge w ill pass 
aw ay , b u t fa ith  re m a in s  (1 C o ­
rinthians 13:8, 13). Faith, then, in 
its biblical m eaning, is not som e­
th ing inferior to know ledge.

S om etim es the w ord  “ fa ith ” is 
u n d e rs to o d  in the  sense  o f  “ The 
Faith ,” that is, the w hole body o f  
tru th  th a t h as  co m e d o w n  to  us 
through the historic C hristian  tra ­
dition, “the faith that w as once for

FcOR CHRISTIANS, 
FAITH IS NOT 

INFERIOR TO KNOWLEDGE.

all entrusted  to  the saints” (Jude 3, 
n iv ). T h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  is c e r­
tain ly  valid; there is an objective 
deposit o f  truth that constitutes the 
in te llec tu a l con ten t o f  the C h ris­
tian  religion. But it is a subtle step 
from  th is  v a lid  u n d erstan d in g  to 
the invalid  idea that saving faith  is 
m e re ly  an  in te lle c tu a l a s se n t to  
th i s  b o d y  o f  t r u th .  E v e n  th e  
d em o n s  h av e  th is  k in d  o f  fa ith  
(Jam es 2:19).

A lthough there is an intellectual 
content to  faith, the faith  through 
w hich  one is saved  is m ore than

that. It is personal tm st in God. As 
such, faith is a w ay o f  knowing. To 
have faith in God is to know  Him 
— not m erely to know  about Him.

It is a personal know ledge that 
is m ore than  in tellectual; it is an 
in tim ate personal know ledge that 
is w il l in g  to  p u t o n e ’s t ru s t  in  
God. The H ebrew s, m ore than the 
G re e k s , u n d e rs to o d  k n o w le d g e  
th is  w ay. F o r th em , k n o w le d g e  
was not a m ere collection o f  facts 
in the head, nor a grasp o f  abstract 
p rin c ip le s . K n o w led g e  w as p e r ­
sonal, or better, interpersonal. The 
H e b re w s  d e s c r ib e d  th e  s e x u a l 
u n io n  o f  m an  a n d  w ife  a s  a 
“know ing” (“A dam  knew  Eve his 
w ife; and she conceived, and bare 
C a in ,” G en esis  4 :1 ). So to  have 
faith in G od is to know  Him, p er­
so n a lly  and  in tim ate ly , a f te r  the 
ana logy  o f  tw o persons know ing  
each other in the m arriage bond.

Saving faith is not m erely “b e­
lieving that, ” but “believing in. ” I 
m ay b elieve tha t there  is life on 
o th er p lanets , and  I m ay be lieve  
th a t  G od  ex is ts . O f  co u rse , one 
w ho com es to G od m ust, as a m in­
im u m , “b e lie v e  th a t  he  e x is ts ” 
(H ebrew s 11:6, n iv ). But salvation 
com es w hen  w e b e liev e  in G od, 
putting our com plete trust in Him. 
W hen we confess our faith in the 
w ords o f  the A postles’ Creed, we 
do not say “I believe that there is 
a G od,” but rather, w e affirm  our 
trust in H im  by saying “I believe 
in G od the Father A lm ighty.” ■
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FAITH

P
aul says we are saved “not 
by w o rk s” (E p h esian s  2 :9 , 
Niv). But w e m ust not m is­
understand the place o f  good 
w orks in the C hristian  life. 
Three w rong conclusions could be 

tw isted  from  the truth that salva­
t io n  is “ b y  g ra c e  . . . th ro u g h  
faith .”

F irs t, a person  co u ld  w ro n g ly  
say, “ Since w e are saved by grace 
and not by anything we do, then /  
c a n  do  n o th in g  a b o u t  it. G o d  
grants salvation or He d oesn ’t. E i­
th e r w ay, it is H is d ec is io n , not 
mine. N othing I do will m ake any 
difference.” This conclusion could 
logically  be draw n from  the doc­
trine o f  absolute predestination or 
unconditional election. O f course, 
b e l ie v e r s  k n o w  th a t  o u r  g o o d  
w o rk s  a re  n o t s o m e th in g  fo r  
w h ic h  w e  can  ta k e  c r e d i t .  We 
know  we are unw orthy o f  the gift 
o f  salvation, but the gift o f  salva­
tion  by  g race does no t e lim inate 
our ow n re sponsib ility . Paul ad ­
m onished, “W ork out your salva­
tion w ith fear and trem bling,” em ­
p h as iz in g  h u m an  re sp o n sib ility , 
and  then  he im m ed ia te ly  added , 
“ for it is G od w ho w orks in you to 
w ill and  to  ac t a cco rd in g  to  his 
good purpose” (P hilippians 2:12- 
13, n iv ).

A second erroneous conclusion 
co u ld  be , “S in ce  I  am  sa v e d  by  
grace, I  do not need to do anything  
at all. ” This is a form  o f  w hat is 
k n o w n  as “ Q u ie t i s m ,” w h ic h  
teaches that the believer is relieved 
o f  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  d o in g  g o o d

w orks. C ertainly, good w orks are 
not a m eans o f  earning salvation, 
but this does not m ean they have 
no value. G ood w orks are the fr u i t  
o f  salvation, not its root. As M ar­
tin  L u ther said in h is Treatise on 
Christian Liberty, “G ood w orks do 
not m ake a good m an, but a good 
m an does good w orks.”

A third w rong conclusion could 
be, “ S in ce  1 am  saved  by  g race  
and not by w orks, then  I  can do

Good works are 
THE FRUIT OF SALVATION, 

NOT ITS ROOT.

anything I  please. ” This is the er­
ror known as A ntinom ianism  (Gr. 
a n t i  =  a g a in s t ;  n o m o s  = la w ) , 
w hich  holds that g race has freed  
us from  the necessity  o f  keeping  
the law  o f  G od. T his conc lusion  
could logically be draw n from  the 
do c trin e  o f  “e tern a l sec u rity ” or 
“once saved, alw ays saved.” Since 
w e w ere saved by grace as a free 
gift, our salvation has no relation 
to  an y th in g  w e do. B ut the  true  
C h ris tia n  n ev e r say s, “ an y th in g  
g o e s .” To do so w o u ld  be w ha t 
D ietrich B onhoeffer called “cheap 
grace.” Paul was com bating cheap 
grace w hen he said, “ Shall we go

on sinning  so that g race m ay  in ­
crease? By no m ean s!” (R om ans 
6:1-2, n iv ). G race is free, but it is 
not cheap!

W orks a re  n e v e r  m e rito r io u s . 
That is, they do not earn us any­
th in g  b e fo re  G od. G od  d o es n o t 
consider them  as “brow nie po in ts” 
or “m erit badges.” W esley insisted 
that, for salvation , faith w as n ec­
essa ry  im m ed ia te ly  and  d irec tly , 
b u t th a t  g o o d  w o rk s  (h e  c a lle d  
them  “fruits m eet for repentance” 
in the w ords o f  John the B aptist) 
are n ecessary  on ly  cond itionally , 
i f  th e re  be tim e and  o p p o rtu n ity  
for them . “O therw ise,” he said, “a 
m an  m a y  b e  j u s t i f i e d  w i th o u t  
them , as w as the  th ie f  u p o n  the 
cross” ( Works 6:48).

O n e  m ig h t  w o n d e r  h o w  th e  
parable o f  the prodigal son w ould 
have ended if  Jesus had carried it 
a little further. W ould the prodigal, 
w hen  he w en t to  bed  th a t n igh t, 
a fte r feastin g  on s ta ll-fed  b a rb e ­
cued  v ea l, hav e  sa id  to  h im se lf, 
“This is great! A full stom ach and 
no w  c lean  sh ee ts! F a th e r  d id n ’t 
even say I had to w ork to pay o ff  
w hat I squandered . I th ink  I will 
ju s t sleep in tom orrow  m orn ing .” 
No! He su re ly  w o u ld  have  been  
up early  and w orking in the fields, 
p e rh a p s  e v e n  b e f o r e  th e  e ld e r  
bro ther got there. N ot because he 
had  to , b u t b ec au se  the  f a th e r ’s 
fo rg iv e n e s s  h a d  b e e n  so  o v e r ­
w helm ing  he w anted  to w ork  for 
him  out o f  sheer gratitude for the 
a c c e p ta n c e  f re e ly  b e s to w e d  on 
him . ■
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Words ATONEMENT
FAITH

W e m ay  g a in  in s ig h t  in to  
the m eaning o f  atonem ent 
by  b re a k in g  th e  E n g lish  
w o rd  d o w n  as: A t-o n e -  
m e n t.  T h u s , a to n e m e n t  
has to do w ith being in accord or 

b rin g in g  to g e th e r  tw o  e s tra n g ed  
p a r tie s . S in  b re a k s  re la tio n s h ip  
w ith G od, but G o d ’s love restores 
the possib ility  o f  having  the re la­
tionship  restored.

T h e  A to n e m e n t is a su p re m e  
m ystery. W hy w as it necessary  for 
the sinless Son o f  G od to die such 
an ignoble death  in order for our 
sins to be forgiven? W hy cou ldn ’t 
G od ju s t inspire the prophets and 
apostles to tell us w e w ere forgiv­
en?

It is s ig n ific an t th a t th e re  has 
never been an “official” theory  or 
explanation o f  atonem ent adopted 
by any church council or inscribed 
in any o f  the historic creeds. W hat 
we have are attem pts, both  in the 
N ew  Testam ent and in the history 
o f  d o c t r in e ,  to  v ie w  th e  C ro s s  
from  different angles and describe 
it in various im ages or m odels that 
are m ore like illustrations than ex­
planations.

Four m ajo r A tonem ent m odels 
in th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t a re  d i s ­
cussed by M ichael Lodahl in The 
S tory o f  God: Wesleyan Theology  
a n d  B ib lic a l N a rra tiv e  (B eaco n  
H ill P ress o f  K ansas C ity, 1994, 
pp. 158-65). H is treatm ent w ill be 
sum m arized here.

The four m ain N ew  T estam ent 
concepts are reconciliation, p ro p i­

tiation, liberation, and p a rtic ip a ­
tion. C orresponding to these con­
c e p ts  a re  fo u r  m a jo r  v ie w s  o f  
A tonem ent that theo log ians have 
p ro p o s e d  th ro u g h o u t  C h r is tia n  
history. Each view  sees Jesus in a 
different light— as Prophet, Priest, 
Prince, and Presence.

Jesus as P rophet is the R econ­
c ile r  w ho  bo th  sp eak s and  lives 
G o d ’s reconciling w ord to hum an­
ity. T h is  m odel d ec la res  th a t Je ­
s u s ’ d e a th  on  th e  C ro s s  w a s  a 
dem onstra tion  o f  G o d ’s love that 
is able to d ispel our fear o f  G od 
and inspire our hearts to love both 
God and neighbor.

Jesus as P riest is the P ropitia ­
tion  fo r o u r sin . To p ro p itia te  a

J esus the victorious 
PRINCE IS THE ONLY 

DELIVERER.

person is to appease, to w in over, 
o r  to  av e rt th a t p e r s o n ’s anger. 
T his m odel suggests  tha t hum an 
beings ow e com plete obedience to 
G o d , b u t, b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  sin  
ag a in st an in fin ite  G od, they  are 
in cap a b le  o f  g iv in g  such  o b e d i­
ence and thus have incurred an in­
fin ite m oral debt. G od cou ld  not 
ligh tly  cancel the debt. T he debt 
m u st be p a id  by  h u m an  b e in g s , 
s in ce  th ey  in c u rre d  it, b u t o n ly  
G od was capable o f  paying it. So 
G od becam e hum an in C hrist, so 
th a t as hum an  H e co u ld  pay  the

debt that hum anity owed. A nd as 
the sinless G od-M an He was able 
to  do so. C a lv in is ts  m o d ify  th is 
m o d e l to  s u g g e s t  th a t  C h r i s t ’s 
death w as not the paym ent o f  our 
deb t to  G od but the pu n ish m en t 
for our sins that Christ takes upon 
him self. B ut the idea o f  p u n ish ­
m ent is not the best category un­
der w hich to understand the Cross.

A third m odel is Jesus as Prince  
who liberates us from  the bondage 
o f  sin. On the Cross, Jesus w on a 
dec isive  v ic to ry  o v er S atan, sin, 
oppression, rebellion, and apathy. 
Jesus the P rince, the  Son o f  the 
K in g , is th e  ro y a l F ig h te r  w ho  
com es to  our rescue and frees us 
from  all tha t o p p re sse s  us. T his 
m odel is ap p ro p ria te  fo r to d a y ’s 
w o rld  in w h ich  w e see s in ’s e f­
fects as oppression, addiction, and 
v io le n c e .  J e s u s  th e  v ic to r io u s  
Prince is the only deliverer.

F inally , Jesus as P resence  is a 
m odel that focuses on the fourth  
New Testament concept, participa­
tion. In  th is m odel, a tonem ent is 
brought about not by C hrist’s death 
alone, but by the Incarnation as a 
whole. The Incarnation is the “en- 
fleshm en t” o f  G od, o f  G o d ’s d e­
scent into hum an finitude and suf­
fering, even to the point o f  death. 
By taking hum an nature upon him ­
self, God in Christ redeem s it.

T hese  fou r m odels do not ex ­
haust the m eaning o f  Calvary. It is 
fo r tu n a te  th a t the  C h u rch  n ev e r 
adopted any one o f  them  as “offi­
cial.” The w onder o f  the Cross is 
such that in any age, as the h istori­
cal and social conditions change, 
the theology o f  A tonem ent m ay be 
d e sc rib e d  by th e  u se  o f  im ag es  
and  m o d e ls  th a t are  m ean in g fu l 
w ithin the context o f  those condi­
tions. ■
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Words

FAITH

Th e se  th re e  te rm s  w il l  be  
t r e a te d  to g e th e r  b e c a u s e  
they cannot be distinguished 
chronologically or experien- 
tially. We are ju s tif ied , re ­

generated, and adopted all at once. 
All are parts o f  C hristian conver­
sion , and  w e can n o t d is tin g u ish  
th em  by  lo o k in g  in to  o u r h ea rts  
and analyzing our experience.

B u t w e can  d is t in g u is h  th em  
th e o lo g ic a lly ,  in  te rm s  o f  w h a t 
G od does fo r us w hen  H e saves 
us. In  th e  one  re lig io u s  e x p e r i­
ence, He justifies, regenerates, and 
adop ts  us, bu t the th ree  are d is ­
tinctly  d ifferen t aspects o f  G o d ’s 
saving action.

These term s can best be under­
stood by com paring and contrast­
ing them  w ith each other.

“Justification” is a legal or ju d i­
cial term . T hat is, it com es from  
the language o f  the law  court. In 
ju s tif ic a tio n , w e are acqu itted  o f  
our guilt and treated  as i f  w e had 
never sinned. In justification , con­
sidered by itself, w e are declared  
to  be rig h teo u s, bu t no t ac tu a lly  
m ade righteous.

But God justifies no one w hom  
He does not also regenerate. I f  “ju s­
tification” is a term  derived from  
the courtroom, the term  “regenera­
t io n ” c o m es  fro m  th e  d e liv e ry  
room . It is a fam ily  term . It b e ­
speaks the idea o f  birth, o f  a new  
life coming into existence. “Regen­
eration” and “new  b irth” are syn­
onymous terms; to be “regenerated” 
m eans to be “bom  again.” In regen­
eration, we are not merely declared 
righteous, we are made righteous.

Ju stifica tio n  is w ha t G od does 
f o r  us by H is Son; regeneration  is 
w h a t  G o d  w o rk s  in  us  b y  H is  
S p ir i t .  In  j u s t i f ic a t io n ,  w e  are  
saved from  the guilt o f  sin; in re ­
generation, w e are saved from  the 
bondage  o f  sin, and the p o w er  o f  
sin is broken.

J ustification is what
GOD DOES FOR US BY HIS 
SON; REGENERATION IS 

WHAT GOD WORKS IN  US 
BY HIS SPIRIT.

T he term s “ju s tif ic a tio n ,” “re ­
g e n e ra tio n ,” and  “ a d o p tio n ” are 
m etaphors. In a sense, they are il­
lustrations. It is as i f  the N ew  Tes­
tam ent w riters, try ing  to  describe 
w ha t it m eans to  be a C hristian , 
cast about for suitable m etaphors. 
In one  sen se , th ey  w o u ld  th in k , 
b e in g  a C h r is tia n  is s o m e th in g  
lik e  b e in g  a c q u itte d  in  a c o u r t­
ro o m  t r i a l .  G o d  th e  r ig h te o u s  
Judge, w ho know s w e are sinners, 
has p ro n o u n ced  the  “n o t g u ilty ” 
verdict and set us free. It is the fa­
th e r o f  the  p ro d ig a l tre a tin g  the 
son as i f  he had never left hom e. 
That is justification .

B ut that one m etaphor does not 
say it all. In another sense, being a 
C hristian  is som ething like being

b o rn ,  o r  e v e n  (a n d  h e r e  th e  
m e tap h o rs  g e t a b it m ix ed ) like 
b e in g  ra ise d  from  th e  d ead . We 
w ho had  no life, or w ere dead  in 
t re s p a s s e s  a n d  s in s ,  h a v e  b e e n  
b ro u g h t to life by  the life-g iv ing  
Spirit. R egeneration, or new  birth, 
is a fitting m etaphor. Interestingly, 
it is the m ost fem in in e  o f  the b ib li­
cal term s for salvation. In the hu ­
m an realm , giving birth  is the act 
o f  a w om an. This show s a “ fem i­
n ine” side o f  God. In regeneration, 
divine life is given to  us by grace. 
B irth  is a lw ay s a g ift; w e n ev e r 
give birth  to ourselves. We cannot 
en ter into new  life by our ow n ef­
fort bu t are to ta lly  d ependen t on 
G o d ’s “m otherly” deliverance and 
n o u r i s h m e n t .  T h is  is  th e  n e w  
birth, or regeneration.

O ne m etaphor alone w ould  not 
carry all the m eaning. N or can the 
above tw o say it all. A third N ew  
Testam ent m etaphor for conversion 
is adoption. This figure o f  speech 
is like justification in that it is a le­
gal term , taken from  the language 
o f  the law court. But adoption is, in 
another sense, like regeneration in 
that it is a “ fam ily ” term . It says 
that w e w ho w ere once the children 
o f  the devil have been adopted into 
G o d ’s fam ily  w here C hrist is our 
E ld e r B ro th e r an d  w e are  jo in t-  
heirs w ith Christ (Rom ans 8:15-17; 
G alatians 4:4-7, n r s v ).

T h e se  th re e  m e ta p h o rs ,  th e n  
( ju s tif ic a tio n , re g e n e ra tio n , and  
ad o p tio n ), a re  th e  c h ie f  ones by 
w hich the N ew  Testam ent w riters 
attem pt to tell us w hat it m eans to 
be a C hristian. ■
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SANCTIFICATION

FAITH

O f  all the “words o f faith” we 
h av e  c o n s id e re d  th u s  far, 
sanctification is doubtless the 
m ost precious to persons in 
the W esleyan-holiness tradi­

tion. It is perhaps also the most m is­
understood, due to the fact that in 
this trad itio n  the w ord  is used in 
several senses, each sense depicting 
an important aspect o f salvation.

In its broadest sense, sanctification 
is the  life lo n g  p ro cess  by  w hich  
Christians become the “saints” they 
were called to be (1 Corinthians 1:2; 
Ephesians 1:1, n iv ), “perfecting holi­
ness out o f  reverence for G od” (2 
C o rin th ia n s  7 :1 , N iv). It is the 
process o f moving step by step, by 
grace, toward our destiny. And what 
is our destiny? It is defined by the 
imago Dei (the “image o f God”) in 
w hich  w e w ere  c rea ted  (G en esis  
1:27, n iv ). In our sin , w e tu rn ed  
away from our destiny. The “image” 
that is our destiny is now defined by 
Jesus Christ, who is “the image o f 
the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15, 
n iv ), and “the radiance o f God’s glo­
ry and the exact representation o f his 
being” (Hebrews 1:3, n iv ). Into that 
sam e im age we “ are being  tra n s ­
formed” (2 Corinthians 3:18, n iv ). In 
sh o rt, ou r d es tin y  is “ to  be c o n ­
formed to the likeness o f  his Son” 
(Romans 8:29, n iv ).

From its hum an side, sanctifica­
tion basically means a commitment 
toward Christlikeness. This commit­
ment has been called “consecration.” 
It is not a Christlikeness that can be 
attained by exerting human strength 
in the “imitation o f Christ,” but one 
that is the gift o f  grace and to the re­
ception o f which we are to be contin­
ually open. “Now we are children o f 
God, and what we will be has not yet

been made known. But we know that 
when he appears, we shall be like 
him” (1 John 3:2, n iv )!

Within this total scope o f sanctifi­
cation, there are various subm ean­
ings to the word. Wesleyan theology 
h o ld s  th a t s a n c tif ic a tio n  is bo th  
gradual and instantaneous. Speaking 
o f salvation, which he said consisted 
o f “two grand branches, justification 
and sanctification,” Wesley said:

All experience, as well as Scrip­
ture, show this salvation to be both 
instantaneous and gradual. It be­
gins the moment we are justified, 
in the holy, humble, gentle, patient 
love o f God and man. It gradually 
increases from that m om ent . . . 
till, in another instant, the heart is

M a y  t h e  god  o f p e a c e  
HIMSELF SANCTIFY YOU ENTIRELY"

(1 THESSALONIANS 5:23, n a s b ).

cleansed from  all sin, and filled 
with pure love to God and man. 
But even that love increases more 
and more, till “we grow up in all 
things into Him that is our Head”; 
till we attain “the measure o f the 
stature o f the fulness o f Christ.” 
(Wesley’s Works 6:509)
Let us analyze that statement, for 

it co n ta in s  the v ario u s senses in 
w h ich  W e sle y an s  u se  the  te rm  
“ sanc tifica tion .” That w hich “be­
gins the moment we are ju s tified ” is 
o ften  called in itia l sanctifica tion , 
which is one aspect o f  the conver­
sion experience.

This sanctification, which begins 
at conversion, “gradually increases 
fro m  tha t m om ent. ” T his m ay be 
called gradual or progressive sancti­
fication.

“Till in another instant, the heart is 
cleansed from  all sin, and filled  with

pure love to God and man. ” This is 
called entire sanctification and is the 
most distinctive aspect o f  the Wes­
leyan understanding o f holiness. All 
historic churches believe in sanctifica­
tion, but some deny the possibility of 
entire sanctification in this life.

“B u t even th a t lo ve  in crea ses  
more and more. ” Both before and 
after the instantaneous work o f en­
tire sanctification, the gradual work 
o f sanctification goes on. Sanctifica­
tion  is never a “ static  s ta te” that 
“does not adm it o f  a continual in ­
crease” (W esley’s Works 6:5). Some 
holiness writers believe that sancti­
fication is always instantaneous and 
never gradual. They claim that there 
is the “instant” o f initial sanctifica­
tion, and another “instant” o f entire 
sanctification. The w ork that God 
does in the heart both before and af­
te r en tire  san c tifica tio n  they  call 
g ro w th  in g race . O th er h o lin ess  
writers, John Wesley among them, 
call this the gradual aspect o f  sancti­
fication. To argue over this seems to 
be splitting hairs over m atters that 
have a distinction but no significant 
difference. I prefer to stick with the 
o rig inal W esleyan u nderstand ing  
that sanctification has both instanta­
n eo u s  and  g ra d u a l a sp e c ts . O f 
course entire  sanctifica tion  is in ­
stantaneous. There comes an instant 
when, in the words o f Wesley quot­
ed above, “the heart is c lea n sed  
from  all sin, ” but sanctification  in 
its broadest meaning is both/and.

We may also speak o ffina l sancti­
fication, which occurs at the resur­
rection, when the scars that sin has 
left on us will be forever healed. The 
point is that there are several senses 
in w hich W esleyans use the term  
“sanctification.” To understand these 
different senses is to be a better in­
formed Christian.

The bottom  line is “ it is G o d ’s 
will that you should be sanctified” 
(1 T hessalonians 4:3, n iv ). “M ay 
the God o f peace H im self sanctify 
you entirely” (5:23, n a s b ).
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PRACTICING 
HOLINESS

by Paul Merritt Bassett 
Professor o f the History of Christianity, 

Nazarene Theological Seminary

S
everal strands o f  practiced holiness  
are w oven into Christian history, and 
m o s t  o f  th em  ca n  be f o l l o w e d  
through the w hole  course o f  it. All 
are not equally authentic expressions  
o f  the faith. In fact, som e even prove 
to be spiritually unhealthy, though  
authentic Christians have perpetuated them.

But all o f  them assert the desire to love God  
wi t h  al l  o f  the hear t ,  s o u l ,  m i n d ,  and

W illiam  B. Pope

strength, and neighbor as self.



In this short article, perhaps we can see three of the 
strands with sufficient clarity to understand ourselves. 
We will look at the idea that one practices holiness in or­
der to be justified, at the notion that one practices holi­
ness in order to be sanctified, and at the thought that one 
practices holiness because one is sanctified.

1. Practicing Holiness in Order to Be Justified
The idea that we must be holy before God can justify 

us plagues Christianity, even Protestantism. In the New 
Testament, folks given to that idea infested the congre­
gations in G ala tia , and apparen tly  the problem  was 
known in Ephesus and Corinth too. To all of these, Paul 
wrote of salvation by grace alone through faith.

Since Paul’s day, this idea of attaining sanctification 
in order to be justified  has taken two forms. Positive 
sorts have believed that by heaping up holy thoughts, 
holy words, and holy deeds, one may merit justification. 
Gloomier sorts have thought that they will earn justify­
ing approval by getting rid of unholy thoughts, unholy 
words, and unholy deeds.

The Akoimetai represent the positive side. They were 
Syrian m onks active 
in the fifth to seventh 
c e n t u r i e s .  T h e i r  
founder, A lexander, 
yearned to fulfill the 
c o m m a n d m e n ts  o f 
the N ew  T estam en t 
an d  o f  C h r i s t ia n  
tra d it io n  p e rfe c tly .
Hearing in the Litur­
gy th a t th e  a n g e ls , 
pure c rea tu res, sing 
the Gloria 7 times a day, he organized his monks, surely 
not angelically pure, to sing it 70 tim es 7 around the 
clock, kneeling each tim e. T h a t’s how they got their 
name; Akoimetai means “the sleepless.”

Among the less optimistic were attempts to gain sal­
vation by negative holiness, as it were. M artin Luther 
was one of these people before his evangelical discov­
ery. He joined a strict monastic order and aligned with 
the most rigorous group within it. He tried to rid himself 
of guilt by starving, scourging, and sleeplessness, by pil­
grimage, penance, and prayer.

The Holiness Movement, too, has known this sort of 
misguided piety, this spiritually mercenary sanctity. The 
keeping of behavior rules, official and traditional, has 
sometimes been offered as a way to guarantee entry into 
eternal life. Nowadays, the more often proffered means 
is “good attitudes.” “Get your attitudes in order, and God 
will save you.”

2. Practicing Holiness in Order to Be Sanctified
This second form of practiced holiness may need a bit 

o f explaining. One thinks here o f those who exercise 
piety hoping to develop an attitude of piety, or of those 
who engage in deeds of love in order to gain the habitus, 
the disposition, of loving. The practitioners of this sort

of holiness know themselves to be justified, to be forgiv­
en Christians.

Among these persons once stood that attractive m e­
dieval mystic Henry Suso. “Stood,” we say, because he 
finally moved beyond practicing holiness to obtain sanc­
tification, to practicing holiness to express sanctification.

In his autobiography, The Life o f  the Servant, he tells 
us that he experienced a radical conversion at age 18. 
But, in an effort to rid him self of a tendency still to be 
selfish and prideful, and in yearning to taste to the full 
the joy of the salvation he possessed, he devoted himself 
to rigorous asceticism  for a decade. Among his disci­
plines were the wearing of a cross on his back, a cross 
studded with nails pointing inward; and since sleeping 
brought personal pleasures, he sought to avoid it and to 
spend the time in prayer— standing. Linding that he had 
to sleep some, lying down, he kept wearing his cross, 
and his hair shirt, and made his bed uncomfortable.

Remember, he had peace of soul concerning his con­
version. This was settled. But he wished to perfect that 
peace, to heat his love for God to the degree of consum­

ing all else. He saw 
the physical body as 
the ch ief obstacle to 
p e rfec t love. So he 
sought its total disci­
pline.

S uso’s experience 
is no t u n co m m o n . 
Many have thus prac­
ticed holiness to gain 
sanctification. Know­
ing  b ey o n d  d o u b t 

that they are justified, they find difficulty in loving God 
and neighbor w ithout reserve— selfish, egocentric re ­
serve. They yearn for the fullness of joy at which their 
conversion hints. Often, they know that the key is love, 
so they doggedly set about to perfect love and find an 
enemy, the enemy, in their own character. So, holiness 
becomes a matter of self-discipline in an attempt to free 
the spirit to love God and neighbor perfectly.

The Holiness Movement has seen this sort of practice 
of holiness too. In fact, in its sincerity and desire to keep 
the whole counsel of God, it has often inadvertently en­
couraged those seeking sanctification first to become 
holy. The whole matter of “surrender” is sometimes put 
in these term s. One gives up this, then that (usually 
something cherished); one accepts this, then that (usually 
something unpleasant). Then, when the appropriate de­
gree of giving up and accepting has been done, one is 
thought to be ready for entire sanctification.

One would in no way reflect ill upon the process of 
consecration that is surely involved in entire sanctifica­
tion. One would point out, however, that if entire sancti­
fication comes as a result of consecration or surrender, it 
is not then a gift of grace but a reward for works. This, 
of course, would be clearly contrary to the Scripture.

T he life of holiness is a life lived out of
THE EXPERIENCE OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION, 
NOT A LIFE LIVED IN HOPE OF GAINING IT.

J a n u a r y  1 9 9 5 29



3. P racticing H oliness as an E xpression o f Entire  
Sanctification

John Wesley’s great discovery was that entire sanctifi­
cation, no less than justification, is a gift of grace. This 
means, then, that the life of holiness is a life lived out of 
the experience of sanctification, not a life lived in hope 
of gaining it. So Wesley says, clearly, in his sermon “The 
Scripture Way of Salvation.”

“Do you believe we are sanctified by faith? We 
know you believe that we are justified by faith; but do 
not you believe, and accordingly teach, that we are 
sanctified by our works?” So it has been roundly and 
vehemently affirmed for these five-and-twenty years: 
but I have constantly declared just the contrary; and 
that in all manner of ways. I have continually testified 
in private and in public, that we are sanctified as well 
as justified by faith. And indeed the one of those great 
truths does exceedingly illustrate the other. Exactly as 
we are justified by faith, so are we sanctified by faith. 
Faith is the condition, and the only condition, of sanc­
tification exactly as it is of justification. It is the con­
dition: none is sancti- 
f i e d  b u t  h e  t h a t  
b e l i e v e s ;  w i th o u t  
faith no man is sanc­
tified . And it is the 
only  cond ition:  this 
alone is sufficient for 
sanctification. Every­
one that believes is 
sanctified , w hatever 
else he has or has not. In other words, no man is sanc­
tified till he believes: every man when he believes is 
sanctified.

Early in his career as leader of the Methodists, Wesley 
responded to some dissenting clergy of Reformed per­
suasion who saw sanctification as a matter of doing no 
harm and doing good. Wesley, in contrast, insisted on the 
inward character of the work: “ I believe it to be an in­
ward thing, namely, the life of God in the soul of man; a 
participation of the divine nature; the mind that was in 
Christ; or, the renewal of our heart after the image of 
Him  that created  u s” (J o u rn a l , T hursday, Sept. 13, 
1739).

Finally, it is out of this inward change that holiness 
com es: “And I am consistent with m yself, as well as 
with the Bible, when I affirm, that none shall be finally 
saved by any ‘faith’ but that ‘which worketh by love,’ 
both inward and outward holiness” (“Thoughts on Salva­
tion by Faith” [1779]).

Also of a piece with this is W esley’s oft-quoted senti­
ment that there is no holiness but social holiness, no true 
religion but social. Not only is holiness of life a product 
of holiness of heart, and not the reverse, but it must also 
be said that there is no holiness of heart that does not 
produce holiness of life. Entire sanctification cannot be 
attained by living a holy life; entire sanctification pro­

duces a holy life. And a holy life is necessarily a life in 
society, interacting with society.

Luther, who never came as far along as Wesley in his 
“optimism of grace,” still came to understand that sancti­
fication, like justification, is a gift o f grace and not a 
product o f works. But he still tended to see it in m e­
dieval terms. For Luther, sanctification was the process 
through which we are actually made righteous, having 
been declared righteous in justification. This process is 
begun by grace and m aintained in grace. Works, good 
works, then became both the vehicle of sanctification 
and the expression of sanctification and are not our own. 
Our good works are God working in and through us.

So, like Wesley, Luther says that the practice of holi­
ness is an expression o f sanctification, but he would 
mean something other than what Wesley meant by say­
ing it. For Wesley, true holiness of life begins in entire 
sanctification. That is to say, by grace we are granted 
perfect love to God and neighbor, and holiness of life is 
the expression of that gift. For Luther, true holiness of 
life begins when we are, at justification, declared holy in

Christ (when holiness is 
imputed or accredited to 
us). It becomes increas­
ingly a matter of our be­
ing made actually holy 
as s a n c tif ic a tio n  p ro ­
ceeds to change us in a 
lifelong process.

So, for Wesley, holi­
ness is a product of en­

tire sanctification. For Luther, holiness is both a source 
and a result of sanctification, but sanctification cannot be 
entire until “the article of death.” For both, the practice 
of holiness depends upon sanctification. One does not 
practice holiness to gain justification or sanctification. 
For both, sanctification is a gracious gift that works its 
way, by the grace and presence of the Holy Spirit, in a 
life of holiness. From first to last, it is God who works in 
us, both to will and to do of His good pleasure (Philippi- 
ans 2:13).

I have not dilated upon the assets and liabilities of the 
three modes of practiced holiness presented here, though 
I hope they are clearly implied. Obviously, I am con­
vinced of the truth of the third way, that true holiness of 
life will— must— be a product of entire sanctification.

What must also be obvious is a fear that "the holiness 
lifestyle,” as it is now being called, will be made over in­
to an engine o f w orks righ teousness, a co llection  o f 
schem es for saving and sanctifying ourselves. Entire 
sanctification, like justification, is a gift of grace. And it 
issues in the life of holiness, which is begun by grace, 
matured by grace, and brought to its glorious finale by 
grace. “Without me, you can do nothing.”

How perceptive are we of our own place in the history 
of the faith? ^

F aith is the condition, and the only
CONDITION, OF SANCTIFICATION.
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NEWS OF RELIGION

Soft-selling the Gospel? Free Methodists Die in Crash
M any  p a s to rs  are  “ s p o o n ­
f e e d in g "  s e n t im e n ta l i ty  to 
their parishioners when they 
s h o u ld  be t e a c h in g  h ard  
t ru th s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  D uke  
Divinity School ethicist Stan­
ley Hauerwas. “ You need to 
s a y ,  ‘ I t ’s t im e  to  d i e , " ’ 
H a u e rw a s  to ld  a g ro u p  o f  
p a s to r s  and  b i s h o p s  at 
Roanoke College, an E van ­
gelical Lutheran C hurch  in 
A m e r ic a  sc h o o l  in S a le m ,  
Va.

H a u e r w a s  s a id  p a s to r s

often fear exercising authori­
ty because they don ’t want to 
a p p e a r  a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  yet 
believers need direction. He 
went on to say that the situa­
tion in education is similar. 
He said the modern universi­
ty is afraid o f  s tudents  and 
t rea ts  th e m  as “ c u s to m e rs  
they  have  to p lease  ra th e r  
than people who must sub ­
mit" to a discipline.

" S u b je c t io n  o f  ta len t  to 
d isc ipline produces cha rac ­
ter," said the Duke professor.

Divorce More Damaging than Homosexuality
C h r i s t i a n s  s h o u ld  w o rry  
more about divorce and less 
about homosexuality, accord­
ing to William Bennett,  for­
m er secretary  o f  education.
In a recent Christian C oa l i­
tion conference, Bennett said 
that in term s o f  dam age  to 
children, “ what divorce has 
done to this society” cannot 
be compared with the homo­
sexual movement.

D av id  B oaz  o f  the  C a to

Institu te  recen tly  chas tised  
conservative publications for 
being overly "obsessed" with 
homosexuality. He cited the 
case of  C obb  C oun ty ,  Ga., 
which recently passed a reso­
lution against homosexuality. 
Tw enty  percent o f  the ch i l­
dren in the county are born 
out of wedlock. In addition, 
the  c o u n ty  b o a s ts  tw o  d i ­
vorces for every three m ar­
riages.

For the Premillenialist Who Has Everything
“A special 15-minute video 
message your loved ones will 
f ind afte r  the Rapture, d is ­
played in a beautiful picture 
fram e, with ins truc tions  to 
view if you are missing."

The price for this service 
is only $29.95, plus shipping 
and handling.

R e l ig io u s  a d v e r t i s in g  has 
c o m e  to c y b e r s p a c e .  A 
com puter  evangelist recen t­
ly ran an adver t isem ent on 
C o m p u S e r v e  th a t  r e a d ,  
“ H e lp s  O t h e r s  A f t e r  the  
Rapture."

The ad is for a video pre­
sentation and is described as:

Swindoll Installed at Dallas
C h a r le s  S w in d o l l  was 
installed as the fourth presi­
dent o f  Dallas  T heo log ica l  
Seminary Oct 27. The author 
of more than 40 books and the 
speaker on the popular radio

K e n n e th  L e e c h  and  A lan  
Ramm, denominational lead­
e rs  in the  F re e  M e th o d is t  
C hurch ,  were k illed  in the 
r e c e n t  I n d ia n a  c o m m u te r  
f light tragedy, according to 
denom inational officials. A 
memorial service directed by 
Free Methodist Bishop G er­
ald E. Bates was held at the 
denominational headquarters 
Nov. 21.

Leech and Ramm were in 
Ind ianapolis  for the annual 
m e e t in g  o f  the d e n o m in a ­
t ion ’s Board of  Adminis tra­
tion, which ad journed  Oct. 
29. Leech preached in Spring 
Arbor, Mich., the day before

American Eagle Flight 4184 
crashed en route to Chicago 
Oct. 31.

Leech, 56, served as super­
intendent of the Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland Confer­
ences. His family held memo­
rial services Nov. 12 at Full- 
wood Free Methodist Church, 
Preston, England. He is sur­
vived by his wife and adult 
children.

R a m m , 53,  s e rv e d  as 
administrator to Leech. He is 
s u r v iv e d  by his w ife  and  
grown children. The family 
h e ld  s e rv ic e s  N ov .  1 1 at 
G a r s ta n g  F ree  M e th o d is t  
Church, Preston, England.

Partisan Ads Against
The Federal Election C o m ­
mission has filed a $1.26 mil­
lion suit against the Christian 
A ction  N etw ork  (C A N ) of  
Lynchburg, Va., according to 
N a tio n a l  a n d  In te r n a tio n a l  
R e lig io n  R ep o rt. The suit is 
b ased  on the F E C ’s c la im  
that the network improperly 
fu n d ed  p a r t isan  a d v e r t i s e ­
ments during the 1992 presi­
dential campaign.

Federal law currently pro­
hibits tax-exempt o rgan iza­
t ions from  using c o n t r ib u ­
tions to support the election 
or defeat o f  cand ida tes  for 
political office.

The suit alleges that CAN

the Law?
ran ra d io  and  te le v i s io n  
advertisements that claimed 
Bill C lin ton  suppo rted  jo b  
quotas and special rights for 
h o m o se x u a ls .  C l in ton  was 
the Democratic nominee for 
president at the time.

M a r t in  M a w y e r ,  C A N  
president, contends that the 
ads did not support any can­
didate. M awyer claim s that 
the FEC filed the suit after he 
re fused  to pay a $ 125 ,000  
fine as a se t t le m en t  in the 
case.

C A N  r e p o r t s  an a c t iv e  
support base of  60,000 per­
sons w ho con tr ibu ted  $2.2 
million in 1993.

program "Insight for Living.” 
Swindoll spoke on the theme 
"Charting a Bold Course."

Swindoll is a graduate of 
D TS. He su c ce ed s  D onald  
Campbell.

Feminists Continue to Re-imagine
ciples of Christ) and associ­
ate professor of humanities at 
U n i te d  M e th o d i s t - r e la te d  
H a m l in e  U n iv e r s i ty .  She 
posed the question, “ If Jesus' 
death was necessary to save 
people, were the people who 
hated and killed Him doing 
G od’s will?"

Sponsors said the confer­
ence was underwritten by the 
registration fees of participants.

A re c e n t  f o l lo w -u p  to the 
1993 "Re-Imagining" confer­
ence drew about 500 partici­
pants to a m eeting in M in­
neapolis.

C onference  speaker  Rita 
B rock  sa id  so m e f e m in is t  
theologians say the doctrine 
that Jesus died for people 's  
sins makes God a bystander 
to abuse. Brock is a member 
of the Christian Church (Dis-
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N a z a r e n e  F a m il y

Pastor Honored for 30 Years
The congregation of  W arren W oods, 
M ie h ., C h u rc h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e
recen tly  rec o g n ize d  the ir  found ing  
pastor, Jam es Mellish. upon his 30th 
anniversary as their pastor. The spe­
cial day was highlighted with a limou­
sine ride for the parsonage family and 
nearly 1,100 in morning worship.

Church Board Surprises Pastor in
The church board o f  P ahok ee, F la ., 
C hu rch  o f  the N a za ren e  su rp rised  
their parsonage couple. Bill and Mikki 
D ever, with a week o f  apprec ia t ion  
activities last October. The m em ber­
ship of the church vowed not to explain 
to the couple what was happening until 
the week was complete.

The week began with a formal din­
ner with the pastor and church board at 
a layman’s home. On Tuesday, the par­
sonage was treated to a large basket of 
gifts and treats as well as maid service 
for a day. Wednesday was marked with 
the placement o f  gifts throughout the 
church  bu ild ing  fo l low ed  by an ice 
cream social after church.

On Thursday, the parsonage received 
a com plem entary dinner to feed their 
visiting daugh ter’s family, who “just 
hap p e n e d ” to be v is i t ing  that week. 
Friday brought two new sets of bedding.

On Saturday afternoon, the Devers

Pahokee
were caught off guard with a “This Is 
Your Life” presentation. The program 
was highlighted by the at tendance of 
another  pas tor  who was saved under 
the Devers' ministry.

The D evers’ final surprise was the 
gift o f  a C aribbean  cruise , com plete  
with spending money.

Detroit First Church Removes the “ Phew” from the Pews

T h e  W a rre n  W oods  C h u rc h , W a rre n ,  
M ich ., recently honored the ir pastor of 30  
y e a rs  w ith  a g ra n d fa th e r  c lo c k  and a 
$4 ,0 0 0  love o ffering. Pictured are Jim (I.) 
and M arilyn M ellish .

During his tenure, Mellish has led 
the church through 14 building expan­
sion program s at their present loca­
tion .  In a d d i t io n ,  14 p e rso n s  have 
assisted Mellish with staff ministry. 
T he  c h u rc h  c u r re n t ly  e m p lo y s  six 
associate ministers.

The c h u rc h  e s t im a te s  M e l l i s h ’s 
ministry at Warren Woods has includ­
ed more than 300 weddings, at least 
350 in fan ts  ded ica t ions ,  m ore than
3 4 .0 0 0  p as to ra l  ca l ls ,  and  at leas t
4.000 sermons.

The church, which began with 24 
charter members, currently averages 
more than 750 in morning worship.

Bill (r.) and M ik k i Dever relax during an 
exh au s tin g  w e e k  of a d u la tio n  by th e ir  
parish.

D e tr o it, M ich ., F ir st C h u rch  was
recently recognized by national media 
as one of two churches in the U.S. pro­
viding a fragrance-free seating option 
to parishioners. The section offers per­
sons with a low tolerance for odors a 
place to worship in peace.

“ In our church. I used to notice the 
strong sm ells  o f  perfum e, sham poo, 
hair spray, or even the makeup people 
wear,” said Jean Staten, church secre­
tary and 12-year member. “ I would get 
a stuffy nose and block up to where I

w hen  you c a n ' t  s ing ,  
you  c a n ' t  en joy  w o r ­
ship.”

S ta te n  w o u ld  f ind  
herself  in an awkw ard 
situation when a person 
w ith  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s t ro n g  f r a g r a n c e  sat 
next to her in church.

“ W hat could  I d o ?” 
said Staten. “ I couldn’t 
get up and move. I t ’s 
such a sensitive issue, 
and I wouldn’t want to
offend anyone.” Fifty seats in the balcony of D etro it, M ic h ., First Church are

For more than a year, reserved each Sunday as a fragrance-free  section . Only one
Staten has jo ined  two other church in the nation is known to provide such a haven.

dozen or more worshipers in a special 
section in the balcony.

“ T h is  is a ' 9 0 s  c o n c e r n , ” sa id  
A n n e t t e  G r e e n ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  the  
F ragrance Foundation o f  New York. 
“ U su a l ly  f r a g ra n c e s  r e f le c t  w h a t ' s  
going on in the society around us. And 
in the '90s, people just want to lower 
the volume altogether.”

“ I know it makes going to church a 
lot easier for people like m e ,” Staten 
says. “ I d o n ’t have to sit and suffer any 
more.”
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Local Church Aids Rwanda
The W innipeg, Manitoba, Elm w ood  
C h u rch  o f  th e N a za r en e  recen t ly  
com pleted  a four-week em phasis  on 
world hunger and poverty by raising 
more than $2,500 for Rwandan relief. 
The original goal was $1,000.

The emphasis was spearheaded by 
the  c h u r c h ' s  N W M S  c o u n c i l  and 
N W M S president Irene A rgyle. By 
taking advantage of  a Canadian gov­
ernm ent m atch ing  program , the gift 
t r a n s la te d  in to  m o re  than  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  
worth of  food shipped to the African 
continent.

The Church of  the Nazarene is one 
of  12 denom inations in Canada sup­
p o r t in g  the  C a n a d i a n  F o o d g r a in s  
Bank, acco rd ing  to Pas tor  D ouglas  
W oods.

V erm elle Hinson was recently recog­
nized by Rock Hill, S.C., W est Main
Church for 50 years of perfect Sunday 
School attendance.

H in so n ,  a c h a r te r  m e m b e r  o f  the 
church, serves as church board secre­
tary and church organist. She has been 
the local NW M S president for 44 years 
and Sunday  School t rea su re r  for 50 
years. She has served on the District 
NW MS Council since 1947.

Hinson also  m a in ta in s  co r re sp o n ­
dence with more than 130 missionaries.

Hinson is an administrative special­
ist in the Winthrop University School

D onnie A ra n t, Sunday S ch oo l s u p e r in te n ­
dent, presents V erm elle  Hinson w ith a com­
m em orative pin for her 50 years of p e rfec t 
attend ance.

Nazarene Leads Civic Worship

P a s to r  John  B o w en  ( I . )  p ra y s  w ith  a 
respondent to an a lta r call a t a communi­
ty ecum enical service in Central Square, 
Cambridge, Mass.

John Bow en, pastor o f  C am bridge, 
Mass., First Church of the Nazarene,
was recently called upon to conduct an 
outdoor ecumenical worship service in 
his community. The service served as 
the kickoff to World Fair.

The fair, sponsored by the City of 
C a m b r id g e ,  a t t r a c t e d  m o re  th a n
25 ,0 0 0  c i t izens .  It fea tu red  m usic ,  
food, and arts from countries all over 
the world.

The A Cappella Choir from Eastern 
Nazarene College provided music for 
the worship service. They also joined 
the m ayor of  Cambridge in a march 
down Massachusetts Avenue to open 
the event.

In addition, Cambridge First Church 
coordinated a gospel music bandstand 
for the fair.

o f  B us iness .  W hen  ask ed  w hat she 
does in her spare time, Hinson replied 
that she had none.

"It has become part o f  my life to be 
involved in the church," Hinson said. 
"I love helping people and try to do my 
part."

Teacher Makes Kentucky Top Ten
Irmgard L. W illiams,
2 8 -y e a r  te a c h e r  at 
South Heights E le m ­
entary, Henderson, Ky., 
was r e c e n t ly  nam ed  
one of the top 10 edu­
cators in the state. The 
honor qualified her to 

compete for Teacher of the Year.
A graduate of  T revecca Nazarene 

C o l le g e .  W i l l i a m s  se rv e s  on the 
K entucky Distric t  N W M S Council .  
She is a member of Henderson First 
Church.

Evangelism Team Hits Tanzania
Nine persons from six states jo ined  
t o g e th e r  la s t  s u m m e r  to fo rm  an 
Evangelism Work and Witness Team 
to minister in Tanzania.

T h e  te am  h e ld  tw o  e v a n g e l i s m  
schools, giving 140 pastors and lay 
evangelists tools for winning others to 
Christ. They also taught how to disci­
ple new converts to help them develop 
into strong Christians.

The p rog ram  inc luded  ex ten s iv e  
visitation to present the gospel.

Through the course of  two weeks, 
the team presented the gospel to 1,121 
persons. Of these, 714 accepted Christ 
as their personal Savior.

The trip ended with two nights of 
public crusades. The first night, 1,500 
attended the service, while the second 
night attracted more than 3,500.

The Evangelism W ork and W itness Team  
to Tanzania included (I. to r.): Lori Beiler, 
New Holland, Pa.; Eunice Weber and Ruth 
DeLong, Colorado Springs, Colo.; m ission­
ary Daryl Stanton; Kerri Adler, Burlington, 
N.J.; Brent H ulett, Kansas City, M o.; Elsie 
H u n te r , K a n s a s  C ity , M o .;  R uth  
R o s e n w in k e l, B u rn s , T e n n .;  M a ry  Jo 
B re w to n , T u c s o n , A r iz . ; an d  B e v e r ly  
Burgess, Kansas C ity, Mo.

Nazarene Attains 50 Years of Perfect Attendance

Pastor Douglas Woods (I.) and NWMS pres­
ident Irene Argyle (center) present $2 ,500  
to M elody Goetz, com m unication coordi­
nator for Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
(Photo by Gordon Keeley)
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THE Q U ESTIO N  
BOX

C O N D U C T E D  BY  W E S L E Y  D. T R A C Y ,  E d i t o r

At our com m u n ity  G ood  F rid ay  se rv ic e , the  
speaker made it sound as if the Crucifixion didn't really 
count. He made a big point o f his idea that we are re­
deem ed by the pow er o f E aster and not by C h rist’s 
death on the Cross. He said that the Romans crucified 
thousands o f  Jew s, so Jesus' crucifix ion  w asn ’t an y­
thing special. W hat do you think of this idea?

There’s a lot of that going around lately. Some peo­
ple do this to counter the emphasis of liberation theology 
which, at the grass roots, at least, celebrates Jesus as a rev­
olutionary who died for the cause— thus inspiring people 
today to do the same. In this context, the Resurrection is 
sometimes overshadowed.

It is more likely, however, that your speaker was echoing 
the teachings of certain liberal Protestant theologians who 
have for decades been em barrassed with the primitive, 
bloody aspects of traditional Christianity. They really be­
lieve that blood sacrifice, and a God who would require 
such goings on, is the product of primitive religion and, 
therefore, is something that mature Christianity should out­
grow.

M ost o f  these  te ac h ers  su b sc r ib e  to som e fo rm  o f  
Abelard's  moral influence theory of  the Atonement. The 
example of God sending His own Son to enlighten us is a 
noble example that should inspire us to be kind, merciful, 
and loving. This probably should be called something other 
than an Atonement theory because there is little, if any, 
atonem ent in it. But it is different from the traditional 
Protestant penal satisfaction and substitutionary theories. A 
look at the current sinful scene that in our world raises the 
question of whether humankind needs “ inspiring” or “re­
demption."

The proponents of this notion argue that the death of Je­
sus was not unique, only His resurrection. They point out 
that (if Josephus can be trusted) the Romans executed more 
than a million Jews. The unique thing about Christ is, they 
say, not that He died, but that He arose. Of course, some of 
this crowd do not believe in the Resurrection, so they claim 
that the Incarnation itself was more redemptive than the 
crucifixion. The result is that the Crucifixion of our Lord is 
trivialized.

Some of these theologies can make very cogent presen­
tations, but there is one thing wrong with their position. It 
is contrary to the plain teaching of Scripture! Paul believed 
that the death of  Christ was central to redemption: “Our 
paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed" (1 Corinthians 
5:7)*; “We have been justified by his blood” (Romans 5:9); 
“In him we have redemption through his blood” (Ephesians 
1:7); “You who once were far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:13). Jesus himself 
said, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). 
Hear the writer to the Hebrews: “He entered once for all in­
to the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves,

but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption” 
(9:12). Peter agrees: “You were ransomed . . .  not with per­
ishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18-19). Count John in on this: 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all 
sin” (1 John 1:7); “To him who loves us and freed us from 
our sins by his blood” (Revelation 1:5).

Dozens more passages might be cited. But let it suffice 
to say that from the five sacrificial animals o f  Abram (Gen­
esis 15), to the five bleeding wounds of  the Passover lamb 
on the doorposts in Exodus, to John the Baptist’s hailing of 
Jesus as the sacrificial “Lamb of  God,” the crucifixion of 
Jesus our Savior is central to our redemption. My advice: 
Keep on singing "The Old Rugged Cross” on Good Friday 
and “He A rose” on Easter. There is no reason to make 
these integral elements o f  the Atonement diminish one an­
other. The whole mission o f  Christ is redem ptive . The 
birth, life, death, and resurrection of  Christ can be properly 
thought of as a great redemptive act o f  God.
‘All Scripture quotations are from the N ew Revised S tandard Version of the Bible (NRSV).

The views expressed in the responses in this column are those o f  the editor and do not consti­
tute official statement by or fo r  the Church o f  the Nazarene. The editor is not able to send 
replies to questions not selected fo r  publication. Address: Herald o f  Holiness, 6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64/31.
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•James Earl M assey *Bob D ugan
•Dam aris Carbaugh »D on Reddick

Edith Lyons ‘Joanne W allace
m f  in

lO R E  IN F O R M A T IO N  C.A 
(8 1 6 )  3 3 3 -7 0 0 0 ,  ex t. 2 3 4 1

    tfe * 1
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January’s

10-Point Qaiz
1. W hat percentage of children in America today 

live with their biological parents?
A. 40% B. 50% C. 60% D. 70%
2. According to NBC’s “ D a te lin e ,” the average  

wedding in America today costs:
A. $1,000 C. $12,000
B. $5,000 D. $17,000
3. W hat percentage of elig ible voters in the U.S. 

today are registered to vote?
A. 59% B. 69% C. 79% D. 89%
4. W hat percentage of world technology was de­

veloped by the United States in 1994?
A. 30% B. 40% C. 50% D. 60%
5. What is the life expectancy for a child born in 

the 1990s?
A. 70 B. 75 C. 80 D. 85
6. In what percentage of fatal automobile crashes 

are alcohol and drugs a factor?
A. 25% B. 35% C. 45% D. 55%

7. What is the projected population of the planet 
Earth by 2030?

A. 6.5 billion C. 8.5 billion
B. 7.5 billion D. 9.5 billion
8. What is the w orld’s largest city?
A. Tokyo C. Calcutta
B. New York City D. Mexico City
9. How many cities of the world are projected to 

have more than 1 m illion  inhabitants by the year 
2000?

A. 125 B. 175 C. 200 D. 300
10. Life expectancy in industrialized nations is 

presently 74 years. W hat is it in developing coun­
tries?

A. 70 B .67 C. 63 D. 59

Answers:

0-0r :(mou uoiiiiw l ubhj 8J0LU 
SZl)  0-6 :(U0!H!LU 6 02) Q-9 ‘Q-Z :0"9 ^-S  ty-fr -V-£ -Q-Z

Source: Hiram F. Reynolds Research Institute 
Robert H. Scott, Director

MASTER CHORU 
BOOK II

l OO new, contemporary, and traditional praise songs and cho­
ruses com piled  by Ken Bible. Arranged in four-part hymnal 
style with chord symbols, for use in almost any setting, from 
small-group Bible studies to church services o f  all sizes. The 
economical words-only edition makes this collection available 
for any group. The companion recordings include all 100 songs 
and are split-channel, suitable for sing-along or listening. No 
duplication o f  songs from the original M aster C horus Book. 
Titles include “Give Thanks"; "W hen 1 Look into Your Holi­
ness"; "Great and Mighty": and “ I 'm  Forever Grateful." 
S o n g b o o k  H H M B -698  $6.95
W o rd s-O n ly  E d ition  H H M B -6 9 8 A  $2.25
D o u b le -C asse tte  P ack  H H T A -9 1 7 4 S  $24 .98
D o u b le -D isc  P ack  H H D C -9 1 7 4 S  $29 .98

O rd e r from  Y o u r N aza rene  P ub lish ing  H ouse

1- 800- 877-0700
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NTS—a Golden 
Anniversary

in Kansas City purposes to serve as a 
flagship for this system. A flagship, 
not in condescension, but in service. 
A flagship that, because o f  its h is­
toric strength and symbolic relation­
ship to International Headquarters, 

can serve as an advocate in part­
nership w ith grow ing in stitu ­
tions around the world given to 
ministerial preparation.
This 50th Anniversary year, es­

pecially as the second half o f the year 
turns its view to the future, will give 
evidence o f the servant heart o f  this 
institution and o f its resolve to stay 
true to its mission and objective as a 
servant o f the church and o f the Holi­
ness movement in the 21st century.

Two convocations. Two great men. 
One strong message o f challenge to 
Nazarene Theological Sem inary to 

fu lfill its m ission . 
By G o d ’s g race , 
su p p o rted  by the 
p ra y e rs  o f  th o u ­
sands, NTS will not 
fail.
Gordon Wetmore, 
president, NTS

Thoughts on the denomination's f ir s t graduate-level 
institution from its beginning to its second half century

D
r. D o n a ld  D. O w en s , 
speaking at the 50th A n­
niversary convocation for 
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
S em inary  on S ep tem ber 
27, 1994, referred  to the 
first convocation address 
by Dr. J. B. Chapman at the opening 

o f  the first sem ester at NTS in the 
fall o f  1945. Dr. O w en s’ address 
was titled “Guarding the Water Hole 
for the Next Fifty Years.” Dr. Chap­
m an’s address was titled “What We 
Expect o f  Our Seminary.”

O ne co n v o c a tio n  w as lo o k in g  
ahead only. The second convocation 
was looking both backward and for­
ward.

T he sim ila ritie s  in the tw o ad ­
dresses are striking. The difference 
gives some evidence o f the perspec­
tive o f  the two times.

The encouraging common themes 
deal w ith the call for C hrist­
likeness in character, clarity o f 
doctrine, and the prim acy o f 
great biblical preaching. The 
co n cern s fo r fa ith fu ln e ss  to 
our m ission as a holiness seminary 
tie the eras together.

The added themes o f Dr. O w ens’ 
a d d re s s  a re  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  o u r 
times. The Church o f the Nazarene 
is being called upon to be an inter­
national church. As such, the role o f 
N azarene Theological Sem inary in 
Kansas C ity has changed from be­
ing the theological seminary to be­
ing a sen ior p artner in the w orld­
w id e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  g ro w in g  
institu tions for m in isteria l educa­
tion. As such, the funding base for 
NTS will need to be a carefully bal­
anced formula o f general church in­
vestm ent in its future leaders along 
with endowments and gifts. This re­

lationship will provide scholarships 
and funding enhancements while al­
lowing the seminary to be governed 
in its mission and objectives by the 
board o f trustees.

Dr. C h ap m an  em p h as iz ed  the 
strong  need fo r the link  betw een  
Nazarene colleges (universities) and 
NTS. That theme is still being em­
phasized as new levels o f collabora­
tion allow Nazarene youth called to 
ministry to be nurtured by their de­
n o m in a tio n  from  Sunday School 
through graduate school.

Dr. Owens’ address was a strong 
and fitting  beginning o f  a year o f 
celebration o f the 50th Anniversary. 
A s tro n g  re fe re n ce  to  Dr. C h ap ­

m an’s convocation address and his 
p e rc e p tiv e  p ro je c tio n  o f  cu rren t 
co n d itio n s  set a keyno te  fo r th is 
50th Anniversary year. As the year 
progresses, the initiatives and goals 
o f  NTS will unfold and reveal the 
strong reso lve by w hich N TS en­
gages its missions and objectives as 
it moves with its denomination into 
the 21 st century.

As 36 co lleges/un iversities and 
se m in a rie s  o f  the  C h u rch  o f  the 
Nazarene around the world grow in 
their effectiveness and in their ser­
vice to the mission o f the denomina­
tion, Nazarene Theological Seminary
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Charge from the Past
■ h b M H

Excerpts from J. B. Chapman’s address a t the f ir s t  
convocation o f Nazarene Theological Seminary, 

September 2 8 , 1 9 4 5

T
his institution is not an af­
terthought, not even a re­
cent thought. Those famil­
ia r w ith  th e  h is to ry  o f  
education in the Church o f 
the N azarene  and in the 
H o lin e ss  M o v em en t o f  
which our church is a part, will bear 

witness that from the beginning, the 
purpose— the m ost frequently  ex­
pressed purpose— in the founding 
and fo s te r in g  o f  o u r sch o o ls  o f  
whatever type and grade was that of 
preparing men and women 
for the m in is try  and for 
foreign missionary work.

❖ T his sem in a ry  is a 
specialized school. It is re­
ally built, speaking from 
the educational approach, 
upon our colleges, for the 
m atriculants are required 
to be co lleg e  g rad u ates .
T h o se  w ho co m e here  
have already been going to 
school on the average o f 
16 years. They have sup­
ported their profession o f 
love for learning with ex­
tended application, and are
here through no com pulsion save 
their own inner urge. It is the oblig­
ation o f any church to provide for 
the expert training o f its ministers, 
and the sem inary is the N azarene 
answer to this obligation for us.

❖ The students who com e here 
come because they are stirred by the 
ideal o f becoming not only ministers 
o f  Jesus Christ, but good ministers 
o f  Jesus C hrist. We feel tha t the 
church has met a heavy obligation 
by providing the seminary, and we 
propose that the church will support 
and strengthen the institution in days 
to come from its sense o f obligation 
both to its ministry and to its people.

❖ We ex p e c t th a t m en and 
women from this place shall go to 
the m ost neg lec ted  pasto ra tes, to 
home missionary projects, and to the 
most challenging tasks presented by 
our Foreign M issionary enterprise. 
The acquisition o f true knowledge 
and efficiency ministers to humility. 
Only the shallow are proud.

❖ We w ant p reachers who arc 
saved and sanctified, pure in heart, 
and consistent and loyal in conduct. 
We want preachers who bear heavy

General Superintendent J. B. Chapman a t an
early NTS chapel service. He is flanked by
President Benner and members of the firs t NTS facu lty .

burdens for the salvation o f  men, 
and who count not their lives dear 
unto themselves. We want preachers 
who can be all things to all men that 
they may by all m eans win some. 
We want preachers who are willing 
to expend the tim e and effort re ­
quired to become possessors o f the 
content o f  our glorious gospel and 
who are w illing to lay them selves 
out to learn the preaching art in its 
best and age-long approved form. 
We want preachers who can preach. 
Preachers who will pray. Preachers 
who obey G od, regard less o f  the 
co n seq u en ce . P reach ers  who are 
true to the church and ready to bury

themselves that she may expand and 
prosper. We want cultured preachers 
whose personalities shall not hinder 
th em  in b e in g  c h a n n e ls  fo r the  
gospel. We want preachers who can 
bring heaven and earth together in 
rev iva ls o f  o ld -tim e re lig ion . We 
want preachers who can be simple 
enough for the understanding o f the 
ch ild ren  and sp iritu a l enough  to 
minister successfully to our old peo­
ple. We w ant p reach ers  w ho can 
m easure arms with men in profes­

sional and b u sin ess  life, 
and who can yet m easure 
out the sim ple gospel to 
the denizens o f the slums. 
We know  w ell w ha t we 
w an t. We have  fo u n d ed  
this sem inary in the hope 
that it will help us secure 
the  ty p e  and  c a lib e r  o f  
preachers called for.

❖ We ex p e c t th a t the 
m en and  w o m en  w ho 
com e here w ill be better 
preachers than they would 
have been if  they had not 
co m e. A nd a l i t t le  im ­
provem ent on the part o f 

many will justify our efforts. From 
th is in stitu tio n  in the fu tu re  w ill 
com e, we believe, sound, efficient 
men and women o f God to extend 
the borders o f our Zion, to help our 
church stay orthodox and spiritual, 
to contribute to our literature, and to 
give tone and standing to our church 
everywhere.

❖ We assure Dr. Benner and his 
staff o f our love, confidence, and co­
operation, and above all, of our sincere 
prayers. May the God o f the past be 
our God in days to come and lead us 
on to the accomplishment o f His high 
purpose in you o f the seminary and in 
us who are your beneficiaries. rq

Nazarene Archives
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Challenge for the Future
Excerpts from Donald D. Owens’ address a t the 50th  Anniversary 

convocation o f Nazarene Theological Seminary, 
September2 6 ,1 9 9 4

he m ission statem ent that 
the NTS com m unity  has 
agreed upon and publishes 
is as follows:

N azarene  T heo log ica l 
Seminary purposes to pre­
pare m en and wom en for 

the practice o f  C hristian  m in istry  
p r im a r i ly  in th e  C h u rch  o f  the 
Nazarene. The seminary is com m it­
ted to the W esleyan-Arminian theo­
logical tradition, grounded on faith 
in Christ and on Scripture as under­
stood within that tradition, 
w ith special em phasis on 
the doctrine o f entire sanc­
tification , w hich leads to 
holiness o f  heart and life.
T he e d u c a tio n  o ffe re d  
s tan d s  in the co n tex t o f  
classical theological edu­
cation while incorporating 
engagem ent w ith applied  
disciplines for the practice 
o f ministry.1

This m ission statem ent 
seem s c le a r  en o u g h . It 
sh o u ld  be o w n ed  by all 
publics related to the insti­
tution and guarded by all 
who care for its future.

❖ W o rk in g  c lo s e ly  w ith  the  
Board o f General Superintendents, 
Dr. B enner [the first p residen t o f  
NTS] recruited an outstanding fac­
u lty  o f  s e a so n e d  ch u rc h m e n : 
Stephen S. W hite, Mendell L. Tay­
lor, Ralph Earle, Russell V. DeLong, 
and L. A. Reed. Additional faculty 
o f like merit followed. This keen at­
ten tio n  to  fa cu lty  re c ru itm en t is 
maintained by the Board o f General 
Superintendents to this day. We un­
derstand a great deal about educa­
tional institutions and the needs o f 
the global church, and we keep our 
eyes on the water hole.

❖ I applaud NTS on dedicating 
specific faculty in assisting students 
in their spiritual formation and atti­
tude for ministry. This is sorely need­
ed! The incamational principle is dif­
ficult to assess, and more so to come 
by; but it is at the heart o f what we 
are about . . . .developing Christlike- 
ness for all times and all places.

❖ T h ere  are  a rep o rted  5 ,038 
a lum ni o f  N azarene  T h eo lo g ica l 
Seminary. W here are they? W here 
have they  been? W hat have they

done? It w ould be great to know. 
We do know that there are hundreds 
o f pastors, associates, chaplains, and 
e v a n g e lis ts  s e rv in g  so m ew h e re  
every day. There are 30 alumni cur­
rently serving as district superinten­
dents, 140 who are career m ission­
a r ie s , 10 s e rv in g  as d ep a rtm en t 
heads at the In ternational center, 
and 2 serving as general superinten­
dents.2

In addition there are alumni serv­
ing on the facu ltie s  o f  all o f  our 
Nazarene institutions in the U.S. and 
C an ad a  and  in the  tw o g rad u a te  
sem inaries in C osta R ica and the 
Philippines. The departm ent heads

of six o f our colleges are NTS alum­
ni. Nineteen o f the full and adjunct 
p ro fesso rs  and ad m in is tra to rs  o f  
NTS are also graduates o f the semi­
nary. Thank God for all o f these ser- 
vant-leaders in the Church o f Christ! 
C hristian  w riting , books, and re ­
sourcing the denom ination are ex­
amples o f  contributions and purpose.

❖ The fu tu re o f  th is  sem inary  
cannot afford to be too closely tied 
to General Budget allocations. That 
source is under constant pressure by

the dem ands o f the inter­
n a tio n a l chu rch . T h is is 
c re a tin g  p ro b lem s o f  
m arathon proportions. So 
m a jo r  b r e a k th r o u g h s  
should not be anticipated. 
Having said that, I assure 
you that the seminary is a 
h ig h  p r io r i ty  w ith  the  
Board o f General Superin­
tenden ts. We p ledge our 
continued support.

❖ An entire new gener­
ation o f Nazarene scholars 
is being educated, creating 
a fantastic pool o f  future 
religion faculty for our ed­

ucational system . T hese budding  
theologians and teachers need guid­
ance and maturation at appropriate 
w a te r  h o le s  th e m se lv e s  i f  o u r 
springs are to be clean and pure.

❖ A strong and predictable facul­
ty, a fulfilled and dependable staff, 
an e x c ite d  and  ex c itin g  s tu d en t 
body, a con fiden t and loyal co n ­
stituency, and the Lordship o f Christ 
over all our endeavors are strong al­
lie s  fo r th e  fu tu re  o f  N a z a re n e  
Theological Seminary. It is indeed 
our water hole . . .  let us guard i t . . . 
well for another 50 years! ^

1. NTS Catalog, 1994-95, p. 33.
2. Ron Galloway, business manager, NTS, in a memo dat­

ed July 25, 1994.

General Superintendent Donald D. Owens, 
flanked by President W etm ore and the NTS 
facu lty , speaks at the 50th Anniversary convocation.
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%
3 Years— $28.00  
2 Years— $19.00  
1 Year— $10.00

To subscribe, phone 1-800-877-0700

These districts will be conducting spring subscription campaigns
February

Alaska
Canada Atlantic 
Canada Central 
Canada Pacific 
Canada Quebec 
Canada West 
Central California 
Central Florida 
Central Ohio 
Dallas
Florida Space Coast 
Houston

Indianapolis 
Kansas 
Kansas City 
Louisiana 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
North Florida 
Northeast Oklahoma 
Northeastern Indiana 
Northern California 
Northwest Indiana 
Northwestern Illinois 
Northwestern Ohio

Rocky Mountain 
Sacramento 
San Antonio 
Southeast Oklahoma 
Southern California 
Southern Florida 
Southwest Oklahoma 
Southwestern Ohio 
Upstate New York 
Washington Pacific 
West Texas 
West Virginia North 
West Virginia South

March
Alabama North 
Alabama South 
Chicago Central 
Colorado 
East Tennessee 
Eastern Kentucky 
Kentucky 
Metro New York 
North Carolina 
Southwest Indiana 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Wisconsin

April
Dakota
Eastern Michigan 
Iowa 
M issouri 
Navajo Nation 
New Mexico 
North Arkansas 
Northwest Oklahoma 
South Arkansas 
South Carolina 
Southwest Indian
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B A LL A R D , D O N A LD  K.: M illing ton, T N , Jan. 22; M illington, TN, Feb. 
19

B EN SO N , M IC H A EL: W ichita  Falls, TX  (F irst), Jan. 18-22; Ironton, OH 
(F irst), 25-29 ; G allatin , TN , Feb. 1-5; G reensburg , KY, 8 -12 ; Fort 
Scott, KS (F irst). 15-19; Yakim a, W A, 22-26  

B O IC O U R T -S H A N K , M A R L A : D e x te r . M O  (F irs t) , Jan . 17 -22 ; St.
Joseph. M O  (F irst), Feb. 4 

C A N FIE LD , D A V E -E V A N G E L IS T IC  M IN IS TR IE S: Racine, O H, Jan.
4 -8 : C o lum bus, O H, 15*; H ernshaw , W V  (Lens C reek), Feb. 15-19; 
A lbany, O H  (P o int R ock), 22-26

C A S TE E L, H O W A R D : N orth  L ittle  Rock, AR (F riend ly  C hape l), Jan.
18-22; L ittle  Rock, A R  (C alvary), Feb. 1-5 

C O V IN G T O N , N A TH A N : M itche ll, SD, Jan. 11-15; W illm ar, MN, 18-22; 
Harrah , O K, 25-29 ; Sapu lpa , O K, Feb. 8-12; W ickes, AR, 15-19; 
Longview , T X  (F irst), 22-26  

C R A N D E LL, D O N N Y: M alden . M O  (H eritage), Jan. 11-15; Sebastian, 
FL (F irst), 22 -25 ; O 'Fa llon , M O, Feb. 8-12: Lodi, M O, 22-26  

C U R R Y, R IC K  A N D  JEN N IF E R — E V A N G E L  M IN IS TR IE S: Andalusia, 
A L  (N e w  P ro v id e n c e ), J a n . 8 -1 1 ; M o n ro e v ille . AL, 15 -18 ; East 
B rew ton, AL, 22-25 : N aples. FL, Feb. 7 -12: C lea rw a te r, FL (C en­
tra l), 14-19

D O O LITTLE , K EV IN  A ND K A R EN : R idgew ay, PA, Jan. 6-8; H a rring ­
ton, DE, 11-15*; B irm ingham , A L  (F irst), 22; Vero Beach, FL, Feb. 
3 -5 ,1 7 -1 9 ; M e lbourne, FL (F irst), 10-11; Spring Hill, FL, 21-26 

D U N M IR E , R A LP H  A N D  J O A N N : W im aum a , FL (C o m m un ity ), Jan.
25-29 ; O ak  Hill, FL, Feb. 1-5; Hunting ton , W V (First), 19-22 

E L L IN G SO N , LEE: Yukon, O K  (R ichland), Jan. 25-29; W estlake, LA, 
Feb. 7-12; W innsboro , LA  (F irst), 14-19; Interlachen, FL. 21-26  

FAD ER , W E S  AN D  M A R Y: D elta, PA, Jan. 20-22 ; A sheboro, N C, 26- 
29: O ld  Fort. NC, Feb. 1-5*; C orona, CA (C anyon C om m un ity), 15- 
19: Las C ruces, NM (First), 22-26  

G E SS N E R , DO N A ND SH IR L: Brooksv ille , FL, Jan. 5-15*; A shland, KY 
(F irs t), 18-22 ; S a lem , IL (G race ), 25 -29 ; T e rre  H aute , IN (F irs t), 
Feb. 7 -12; Hardy, VA, 14-19*; T e rre  Haute, IN (F irst), 22-26 

H A IN E S , G A R Y : S acram ento, C A  (A rden), Jan. 7-11; L ive O ak, CA. 
12-15: T em pe, AZ, 21 -25 ; O nta rio . O R . 26-29 : S u lphur Springs, 
TX , Feb. 4 -8 ; Fort S m ith . A R  (F irs t). 9 -12; D ecatu r, G A  (A tlanta  
First). 18-22; R ive rda le. GA (T im berlake), 23-26 

H A N C O C K , T IM : T iffin , OH, Jan. 8-11; W est M em phis, AR. 15-19; M c ­
C ra y ,  AR , 22-25; A tlan ta, TX, 29— Feb. 1; W e lls ton. O H, Feb. 5-8; 
Shreveport, LA (H un ting ton  Park), 19-22; W in te r H aven, FL  (First), 
23-26

H U G H E S , P E N N IE  N IC K E L S — P E N N IE  N IC K E L S  W O R L D  M IN ­
ISTR IES: A lbuque rque , NM (F irs t Ind ian), Jan. 1-4; Paquate , NM,
5-8 ; P hoenix, A Z  (F irs t Ind ian), 9-11; M esa, AZ (Lehi), 12-14; G ila  
B end, AZ, 15-18; Tucson , AZ, 19-22; Parker, AZ, 23-26 ; Needles, 
CA, 29 — Feb. 1; Som erton , A Z  (Cocopah), 2-5; W in te rhaven , CA 
(Q uechan), 6 -8 ; W in te rhaven , C A  (Indian D is tric t C onfe rence), 9- 
11; B raw ley, CA, 12-15 ; H axtun , C O  (C la rksv ille  B u ffa lo  G rass). 
22-26

IR W IN , DIO N: D ow ney, C A  (Te legraph  Road), Feb. 19-26 
JO N ES , T E R R Y  A N D  LA Q U ITA : M cA llen, TX (F irst), Jan. 15-18; H a r­

lingen , TX  (F irst), 25-29 ; Fort W ayne, IN (Lake Avenue), Feb. 11- 
12: R ich land , W A  (F irst), 15-19; Rockledge, FL (C ocoa F irst), 22- 
26

J U N E M A N , JO H N  A N D  TR IN A : A lbuque rque , NM (N IBC), Jan. 8 ; M id ­
land, TX  (F irst), 11-15; A lbuquerque , NM (N IBC), 18; Eag le  River, 
AK, 22-25 ; A nchorage , A K  (D is tric t M en ’s Retreat), 26-29 ; A ncho r­
a ge , A K  (C h a p e l o f th e  C ro ss ), F e b  1 -5 ; O k la h o m a  C ity , O K  
(M etro p iex  F e llow sh ip ), 8 -12 ; O dessa , TX (F irs t), 15-19; Kansas 
C ity, KS (Bethe l G len), 21-26  

K E E N A , E A R L E .: O roville , CA, Jan. 13*; R iverside, CA, Feb. 10-11* 
L E C K R O N E , LA R R Y: M yrtle  Beach, SC (F irst), Dec. 31— Jan. 4 ; A rca ­

d ia, FL. 11-15; F lorida C oncerts , 25-29; B radenton, FL (F irst), Feb. 
1-5; K ings M ounta in . NC, 14-19; C ham pa ign, IL (F irst), 21-26  

L E ID Y , A R N O L D : N ew  M ex ico  C once rts , Jan . 1-31; R opesv ille , TX, 
31— Feb. 5 : Durango , CO , 11-12; Lubbock, T X  (M onterey), 15-19; 
P hoenix. A Z  (F irst), 22-26

LO VE, H O W A R D  A.: P rinceton, IL, Feb. 12-15*
M A N L E Y , S T E P H E N -C R O S S  S T Y L E  P R O C L A M A T IO N : P hoenix , 

A Z  (O rangew ood ), Jan, 11-15 ; C ovington, KY (E asts ide ), 18-22; 
A lbuquerque , NM  (N IBC ), 23; Coal Valley, IL, 25-29; A lbuquerque, 
N M  (N IB C ), 30; M a rysv ille , C A, 31— Feb. 5; A lb u q u e rq u e , NM 
(N IBC ), 6; R ive rs ide , C A  (A rling ton  Avenue), 8-12; A lbuquerque . 
NM (N IBC), 1 3 -1 9 ,2 0 ; Spring fie ld, M O  (G race), 22-26 

M cM A H O N , M IC K  A N D  H E LEN — V IC TO R Y  M IN IS TR IE S: Patterson, 
C A  (N ew  Hope), Jan . 6 -8A ; O akda le , C A, 8 P -11 ; O akhu rs t, CA 
(O akpa rk ). 13-15; R ive rbank , CA, 24-29 ; B ly the , C A, Feb. 7-12: 
K ingm an, AZ, 21-26  

M E R E D IT H , D W IG H T  A N D  N O R M A  JEA N : S outh  Bend, IN (F irst), 
F e b .24-26

M ILLH U FF, C H U C K  R.: N am pa, ID (Lakeview ), Jan. 4-8; B utler, MO, 
11-15; St. Joseph, M O  (N orthside), 18-22; L inco ln , NE (F irst), 29; 
C o lo ra do  S prings , C O  (N B C ), 30— Feb. 2; C in c in na ti, OH (Lay­
m en's R etreat), 3 -5; Yukon, OK, 8-12; W in te r H aven, FL  (F irst). 22- 
26

N A JA R IA N , B ER G E A N D  D O RIS: Clerm ont, FL, Jan. 27-29 

P A LM E R , M IK E: R ock Hill, SC (W est M ain), Feb. 5-12; Nashville . TN 
(Grace), 17-19; Des M oines, !A (F irst), 26— Mar. 1 

P A R K S , T O M  A N D  B E C K Y : G a le sb u rg , IL (F irs t) , Jan . 6 -8 ; S a in t 
Louis, M l, Feb. 3-5; N ew  Lenox, IL, 10-12: Paris, IL (F irst), 17-19: 
A rom a  Park. IL, 26— Mar. 1 

P ETT IT , ELA IN E: Coldw ate r, M l, Jan. 8  A: G rand Rapids. O H, 17-22*; 
Fort M eade , FL, Feb. 1 -5; Danville , AR (G race C hapel), 8 -12; M en ­
tor, OH, 15-19; G oodrich , M l (C hris t C om m un ity), 26— Mar. 2 

RE A G LE , R, L.: M onongahela , PA. Jan. 14-15 
R IC K E Y , H O W A R D  L: M anches ter, O H, Jan . 15-22; Lex ing ton . KY, 

Feb. 7-12*: B lanchester, O H. 15-19; Jeffe rsonville , OH (First), 2 6 -  
Mar. 1

R O SE, W A YN E : P unta G orda, FL, Jan. 8-15; M iam i, FL (South  M iami 
H e ights). 17-22; M u ld row , OK, 31— Feb. 5; H eavener, O K, 7-12; 
C leo  Springs, OK, 14-19; H ennessey, O K, 21-26 

R O TH , R O N A LD  W .: Knoxville, TN  (South). Jan 17-22; Goshen, AR,
30— Feb. 5; W infie ld . KS, 7-12; M onroe, LA (F irst), 21-26; Joplin. 
M O  (C alvary), 28— Mar. 5

R U N YA N , D AVID: C R O ATIA, Jan. 1-6: EN G LAN D , 8-10; C row ley, LA 
(Ebenezer), 17-22; P itcher, O K, 25-29; M attoon, IL (F irst), Feb. 2- 
5: Anchorage , A K  (H illcrest), 12-19; Juneau , AK, 21-26 

S M ITH , D UA NE: W est C oast C oncerts, Jan. 1-31; Borger, T X  (Trin ity),
31— Feb. 5; T ah lequah , OK, 8-12: M orrilton , AR, 15-19 

S T A N IF O R T H , K EN : Los A nge les , CA (E agle  R ock), Jan. 8 -12 ; Los
O sos, C A  (El M orro), 29— Feb. 2 

U L M E T , B IL L : R ock H ill, S C  (G ra ce ), F eb. 8 -12 ; O ra ng e bu rg . SC 
(M em oria l), 19-22; Rock Hill, SC (O akdale), 26— Mar. 1 

W E LLS , L IN A R D : G arland, TX , Jan. 10-15; C isco. TX, 17-22; D enver 
C ity, TX , 24-29; B row nw ood, T X  (F irst), 31— Feb. 5; M ount P leas­
a nt, T X , 7 -1 2 ; B en ton , A R  (F irs t) , 14 -19 ; M itc h e ll,  IN, 21 -26  
Franklin , IN, 2 8 - M a r .  5 

W IG G S , B. G.: Johnson  C ity, TN, Feb. 7 -12: C leve land. M S  (First). 14 
19; A lb e rtv ille , AL (F irs t), 21 -26 : C ha ttanooga , TN (E ast Lake) 
2 8 - M a r .  5

W O M A C K , PAUL: Texarkana. T X  (North), Jan. 18-22; M ount Vernon 
TX , 25-29 ; Rogersville , M O, Feb. 1-5; M ount V ernon, IL (F irst), 8 
12; Lam oure, ND, 15-19; A lton , IL (H illcrest), 22-26 

W R IG H T , E. G U Y  AN D  LIL: H orlense, G A  (W aynesville  Trin ity), Jan. 
4-8 ; N orth  B runsw ick . G A. 11-15*: B e llv ille , G A  (T rin ity), 18-22; 
Port St. Joe, FL, Feb. 1-5; Bon ifay, FL, 8-12; M arianna, FL, 15-19; 
B lountstow n, FL, 22-26 

Y O U N G , T IM : G lenpoo l, OK, Jan. 8-11; Tu lsa, OK (Southw est), 12-15; 
Tay lo rv ille , IL (F irst). 20-22; C arm ichael, CA (Va lley O aks), 24-29: 
C ovina, C A  (V a lley C enter), 31— Feb. 5; Los A nge les. CA (H igh­
land Park), 7-12; N e b o .IL . 14-19 

‘ D eno tes N on-N azarene  Church

(W f fSpring
1995!

c r o s s w a l k

A NEW FULL-COLOR
take-home pup&rfbrteeml

Cross Walk features devotion- 
als written fo r  teens by teens who
share their real-life experiences!
In each issue, a local youth leader 
writes Saturday and Sunday devo- 
tionals, and teens write the Mon­
day through Friday devotionals.

You may be thinking, “Wait a 
minute. I liked Teens TodayV' 
Don’t worry. The old favorites are 
still here: the popular Jeremiah 
cartoon series and Ask Debbie & 
Dan column. Cross Walk simply 
brings together the best of both 
worlds.

For information on how your 
youth group can write for Cross 
Walk, contact the editorial office at 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 
64131 or call 816-333-7000, ext. 
2203.

From Your NAZARENE J?. 
PUBLISHING HOUSE
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V ital Statistics

Deaths
LEVANCH LITSEV ALBERTSON, 81, 

Dallas, Tex., Nov. 13. S urv ivors: nieces, 
Mary Litsey, Sue Kanady, W ilm a Johnson; 
two great-nieces; five great-nephews.

ELWOOD A. CAMERON, 57, Ogdens- 
burg, N.Y., Sept. 1. Survivors: wife, Mary; 
daughters, Christine Rogers, Sheri Dafoe, 
Bonnie Cameron; son, Robert-Alien.

ESTHER M. DRAKE, 83 , G rand 
Ju nc tion , Colo., Apr. 6. S u rv ivo rs : son, 
P au l; d a u g h te rs , M a rg a re t E llis . M ary 
Logan , M a rth a  G laz ie r, M arle ne  Dere, 
Esther Lucas, Patricia Eirish; sister, Ruth 
M cC ra ry ; 15 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 20  g re a t­
grandchildren.

M ILDRED SPEAKES EDW ARDS, 90, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Aug. 30. Survivors: 
daugh te rs , Helen S ilvey, Ann M oore ; 3 
b ro the rs ; 2 s is te rs ; 6 g randch ild ren ; 13 
great-grandchildren.

HOWARD A. FOULDS, 89, Lansdale, 
Pa., Mar. 17. Survivors: wife, Anna; daugh­
ter, Shirley Dean; son, Paul H.; 6 grandchil­
dren; 11 great-grandchildren.

MARGARET F. GRIGGS, 90, Nashville, 
Tenn., Oct. 28. Survivors: a son, Maurice 
Jr.; daughters, Frances Elizer and Carolyn 
Piro; a sister, M ildred Barnes; seven gran- 
children; and nine great-grandchildren.

M AU R IC E ELMO G RIGGS SR ., 94, 
Nashville, Tenn., Oct. 7. Survivors: his wife 
of 72 years, M argaret F.; a son, Maurice 
Jr.; daughters, Frances Elizer and Carolyn 
Piro; a sister. M ildred Barnes; seven gran- 
children; and nine great-grandchildren. He 
sang in the choir and Senior Male Quartet 
at Nashville First Church fo r 60 years.

CLIFFORD D. KRANICH, Ocala, Fla., 
Oct. 5. Survivors: w ile , Janice; daughter, 
Nancy Devins; son, Gregory; sister, Edith 
Branch; b ro the rs, Loren, M elvin , Irv ing ; 
five granchildren.

ESTHER W AD D Y  P IN C K AR D , 74, 
Nampa, Idaho, Nov. 12. S urv ivors: hus­
band, Delbert; daughter, Esther M. Knapp; 
son, Rev. Phil; four grandchildren.

ELMER ERNEST ROPER. 101, Victoria, 
B.C., Nov. 12. S u rv ivo rs : son, G. Lyall; 
da ugh te rs , Frances K e tte lhu t and Irene 
Coulter; 10 grandchildren; 18 great-grand­
children; and 2 great-great-granddaughters.

As a m e m b e r o f th e  C o o p e ra tive

C o m m o n w e a lth  F e d e ra tio n  p a rty , he 
served fo r 13 years in the Alberta legisla­
ture. He also served as mayor of Edmonton 
from  1959 to 1963.

A n a tive  o f In g o n is ,  N .S ., R o p e r’ s 
ancestors were among the firs t British set­
tlers of eastern Canada.

RAY A. SAUER, 90 , N am pa, Idaho, 
Aug. 1. Survivors: wife, Virginia; two sons, 
Don, Gary Paul; six grandchildren.

GRADY 0 . STYERS, 63, C o llin sv ille , 
Okla., Nov. 5. Survivors: wife, Louise; son, 
David; daughter, Grace Ann; two brothers; 
one sister.

LEONARD VICKERY, 84. and AMELIA 
VICKERY, 88, Huntington, Ind., Sept. 4 and 
Sept. 5, respectively. Survivors: sons, Rev. 
Eugene, Don: daugh te rs , JoAnn Pasko; 
Patricia Rittenhouse; 19 grandchildren; 29 
great-grandchildren.

ETHEL WHITE, 86, Bethany, Okla., Oct. 
4. Survivors: husband, Rev. Bud; 2 daugh­
ters ; 1 s iste r; 5 grandch ild ren ; 10 great­
grandchildren; 1 great-great-grandchild.

HORACE T. W ILSO N , 94. Parad ise , 
Calif., Nov. 1. S urv ivors: son, James E.; 
three grandchildren; nine great-g randch il­
dren.

Births
to  ROLAND AND RHODA (TRO UTMAN) 
DEETZ, S e lin sg ro v e . Pa., a g ir l,  Kahla 
Marie, Apr. 9
to SCOTT AND PAULETTE (TINK) KNEBEL, 
a girl, Laurin Ruth, Oct. 26 
to  REED AND EM ILY (LISTENBERGER) 
LYON, In d ia n a p o lis , Ind ., a boy, Baret 
Abshire, Aug. 1
to  ROBERT AND SANDY (W ILL IA M O N ) 
McCRARY, K ingsport, Tenn., a boy, Elliot 
James, Oct. 3
to GEORGE AND SHARLA (LISTENBERG­
ER) S ILBERNAG EL, C o lo rado  S p rin g s , 
Colo., a boy, Andrew Isaac, June 24 
to  SCOTT AND ROSALYN (REYNOLDS) 
TUR C O TT, M a r io n , In d .,  a bo y , S eth  
Robert, Nov. 7
to  WARD AND JENNY (CU N N IN G H AM ) 
W ILLIA M S, Overland Park, Kans., a g irl, 
Catherine Elizabeth, Oct. 24 
to  GARY AND DARLENE Y AR BER R Y, 
Gulfport, M iss., a girl, Savannah Rose, Oct. 
18

Marriages
ROBIN LYN HEINTZELMAN and MICHAEL 
SCOTT ADAMS, Oct. 15, at Selinsgrove, Pa.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
DAVID A. ACKERM AN, fro m  s tud en t to 

pastor, Denver (Colo.) Eastside 
RO N ALD  D. AN ZA LO N E , f ro m  p a s to r, 

Gardner, Kans., to associate, Shawnee, 
Kans.

JAMES D. ASHFORD, from  Filion, M ich., to 
Flint (M ich.) Westgate 

JOSEPH L. AUGELLO, from  Toledo (Ohio) 
Northpoint, to The Plains, Ohio 

DONALD K. AULT, from  H ighland, M ich., 
to Gagetown, Mich.

J. D. BAILEY, from  Oklahoma City (Okla.)
Trin ity, to Oskaloosa (Iowa) First 

KENNETH R. BALCH, from  student to pas­
to r, W orcester, Mass.

PHILIP BEDWELL, from  Collingdale. Pa., to 
M inot (S.Dak.) First 

DENNIS E. BELUS, from  G ulfport, Fla., to 
Mount Gilead, Ohio 

JERRY L. BIMBER, from  associate, Dublin 
(O h io ) N orthw est, to  pastor, Chicago 
(III.) Oak Park 

C U R TIS  C. B L A C K W IL L , f ro m  U n io n , 
Oreg., to Lewiston (Idaho) Orchards 

ED W AR D  J. B O A R D M AN , to  p a s to r, 
Fessenden, N.Dak.

R O BIN  E. BU C K LIN , f ro m  a s s o c ia te , 
W ahiaw a (H aw a ii) Eng lish , to  pastor, 
Butte, Mont.

W IL L IA M  BURDINE, fro m  F lin t (M ic h .)
Westgate, to Flint (M ich .) Eastgate 

MARK A. CALLISTER, fro m  W est Bend, 
W is „ to Excelsior Springs, Mo.

GEORGES CAROLE, from  special ass ign ­
ment, Ivory Coast, to pastor, Barrie, Ont. 

MIKEL L. CHEEK, from  associate, Marley 
Park, Md., to pastor, Cardington, Ohio 

D A V ID  E. CLO USE, JR ., to  p a s to r,  
Rogersville, Ark.

T IM O T H Y  R. COLE, f ro m  a s s o c ia te , 
M oun ta in  Home (A rk.) Tw in Lakes, to 
pastor, Madill, Okla.

LARRY CRUM, fro m  assoc ia te , W arren  
(M ich .) W oods , to  pastor, R ochester 
H ills (M ich .) First 

JOCQUE W. DEALE, from  Portland (Oreg.) 
Brentwood, to W oodburn, Oreg.

PAUL E. DECKER, from  Beulah, N.Dak., to 
Norfo lk (Nebr.) Faith 

MERRILL W. DEWEY, to pastor, Sebastian 
(Fla.) First 

DIRK R. ELLIS, to pastor. W orth, III.
BYRON C. FORD, fro m  Yuba C ity (C alif.) 

F ea th e r R ive r, to  Sun V a lle y  (N e v .) 
Shepherd of the Valley 

MARK FOWLER, fro m  C o lum bus (O h io ) 
M ifflin , to W est Somerville, Mass.

DAVID D. FREESE, from  Indian Head, M d „ 
to Piqua (Ohio) First 

K ATH ER IN E FR EIBU R G ER , to  p a s to r ,  
G oodrich (M ich .) Christ Chapel 

RUPERT F. GAGE, fro m  Seth, W .Va., to  
M oun t A iry  (M d .) New M arke t V alley 
Fellowship

W ILLIAM  GREENE, from  student, Nazarene 
Bible College, to pastor, Forsyth (M o.) 
T rin ity

ROBERT D. HALL, from  Clatskanie, Oreg., 
to Angels Camp, Calif.

STEVEN W. HALL, from  Rogersville, Ark., 
to Topeka (Kans.) Oakland 

ANDREW HEER, from  associate, Fort Scott 
(K ans.) W est Park, to  p a s to r, Palco. 
Kans.

ROBERT L. HESTER, from  Carnegie, Okla., 
to Stafford, Kans.

W IL L IA M  HOUK, fro m  G a inesv ille  (F la .)
Trin ity, to W ichita (Kans.) Olivet 

TERRY M HUDSON, from  Toronto (Ont.)
Queen Street, to  M ississauga, Ont. 

BRENT D. HULETT, from  associate, Kansas 
C ity (M o .) F irst, to  pastor, Grandview, 
Mo.

JONATHAN JAYMES, from  Lapeer, M ich., 
to  O x fo rd  (M ic h .)  N o r th  O ak land  
Com m unity 

PAUL JETTER, from  Piqua (Ohio) First, to 
Piqua (Ohio) Upper Valley C om m unity 

J. DENNIS JOHNSON, from  pastor, Nampa 
(Idaho) First, to d is tric t superintendent, 
Tennessee

DANIEL B. KUNSELM AN, fro m  A sh land 
(Ky.) Plaza, to Newark (Ohio) First 

BRET M. LAYTON, fro m  H am ilton  (O nt.) 
M illv ille  Avenue, to Charleston (W.Va.) 
Elk River

ROBERT D. LEW IS, fro m  P inellas Park, 
Fla., to  Sebring, Fla.

ROBERT W . LE W IS , f ro m  G a g e to w n , 
M ich., to Lapeer, Mich.

PAUL D. M acP HE RS O N, fro m  s tu d e n t, 
Nazarene Theological Seminary, to pas­
tor, Leonardtown, Md.

EARN
5-11%

INTEREST
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE!’

Write today for help with planning 
a Gift Annuity
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CHRIS MANBECK, from  Lake Wales, Fla., 
to W ichita (Kans.) Indian Hills 

JON D. M A R TIN , fro m  Cody, W yo ., to  
Montrose, Colo.

JOHN M. MELLISH, from  Chesapeake (Va.)
First, to Highland, Mich.

PETER MIGNER, from  associate, Lakeland 
(Fla.) Lake Gibson, to pastor, Maynard, 
Mass.

R O N ALD  C. M U LB U R N , to  p a s to r,  
Bloomingdale, Ind.

M YRO N G. M O N IZ , f ro m  W o rc e s te r ,  
Mass., to Bath, Maine 

GARY W. MOORE, from  m issionary to pas­
tor, Eugene (Oreg.) Fairfield 

GARY L. MORGAN, from  Cincinnati (Ohio) 
Norwood, to Akron (Ohio) Kenmore 

RODNEY Q. M UR PH Y, fro m  assoc ia te , 
Kansas C ity (M o .) Rescue M ission , to 
pastor, Hamilton (Ont.) Mountain 

0. BRUCE NEESE, from  Chicago (III.) Oak 
Park, to Centralia, III.

ROY A. PEDERSEN, from  Topeka (Kans.)
Fairlawn, to Spring Valley, Calif.

ROGER RICKETT, fro m  W asco, Calif., to 
Quincy, Calif.

TIMOTHY W. SHEA, from  associate, Boise 
(Idaho) First, to pastor, Gladstone, Mo. 

BERNIE G. SLINGERLAND, from  associate, 
C o lo rado  S p rin g s  (C o lo .) B roadm o or 
B lu ffs , to  p a s to r, K ansas C ity  (M o .) 
Hope Center 

K. MICHAEL SPARKS, from  Rockville, Ind., 
to Kankakee (III.) Limestone 

DAVID STEELE, fro m  studen t to  pastor, 
Trinidad, Colo.

ROBERT T. TATTRIE, from  Calgary (Alta.)
East, to Lethbridge. Alta.

JO H N  H. TH AR P , f ro m  C uba, III . ,  to  
Geneva, Ind.

BUCK W. TRAYLOR, fro m  Calvary Ridge, 
Ohio, to Ridge Chapel, Ohio 

BRADLEY W. WARKENTINE, from  Sidney, 
Ohio, to Tipp City, Ohio 

D E N N IS  E. W ELC H , f ro m  s tu d e n t,  
N azarene  B ib le  C o lle g e , to  p a s to r, 
Colorado Springs (Colo.) Indian Heights 

JEFFERY A. W OLFE, f ro m  a s so c ia te , 
Frostburg, Md., to pastor, McGehee, Ark. 

SUSAN J. WOLFF, from  student, Nazarene 
Bible College, to pastor, M ount Shasta 
(C a lif) Central 

ALFRED B WOOD, from  Magnolia, M iss . 
to Huntsville (Ala.) University

MICHAEL ZITA, from  M ilan, Italy, to pas­
tor, Orkney, Ont.

C o rre c tio n : M. GENE W ILS O N  d id  no t 
move to Ponca City (Okla.) St. Lukes. He 
remains at M idwest City (Okla.) Bresee. 
We regret the error.

Announcements
ANDERSON (IN D .) FIRST CHURCH w ill 

ce leb ra te  its  80 th  a n n ive rsa ry  Feb. 19. 
C e le b ra t io n  s e rv ic e s  w ith  G enera l 
S uperin tendent James H. Diehl speaking 
w ill be at 10 a .m . and 2 p.m . A dinner will 
fo llow  the m orning service.

Former members and friends are invited 
to  a tte n d  o r send g re e tin g s . For m ore  
inform ation, call 317-643-3137.

GLENDALE (A R IZ.) CHURCH w ill ce le­
b ra te  its  7 5 th  a n n ive rsa ry  Feb. 25 -26 . 
Saturday’s activities include a 3 p .m . buffet 
dinner, a video of the "Olden Days," and a 
panel of speakers at 6 p .m . Sunday m orn­
ing services (8:00, 9:30, and 11:00) w ill 
feature fo rm e r pastors speaking.

Former m embers and friends are invited 
to  a ttend  or send g re e tin g s . For m ore  
in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 7702 N. 59 th  L n ., 
Glendale, AZ 85301 (602-937-7298).

HUTCHINSON (KANS.) FIRST CHURCH 
w ill celebrate its 90th anniversary Feb. 18- 
19.

Former members and friends are invited 
to  a tte n d  o r send g re e tin g s . For m ore 
in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t 42 90  N M on roe , 
Hutchinson, KS 67502 (316-662-1283).

Recommendation
The fo llo w in g  has been recom m ended 

by his d istrict superintendent:
JIM  PALMER, evangelist, P.O. Box 298, 

Pasadena. TX 77501-0298 (800-447-2677), 
by J. W. (B ill) Lancaster, Houston District.

Moving Missionaries
ALEXANDER, MRS. ANNE, Africa Nazarene 

Theological College, Stateside Address: 
9642 Halsey Rd., Apt. 105, Lenexa, KS 
66215

CAUTHRON, DR. HAL and NANCY, Africa 
Nazarene Theological College, Stateside 
A dd ress: P.O. Box 515, Bethany, OK

73008
CORNETT, REV. LA R R Y  and ELAIN E, 

Kenya, New Field A dd ress : P.O. Box 
16184, Nakuru, KENYA, EAST AFRICA 

D iSA N TE , M R . ED and CHARLEEN. 
Madagascar, Furlough Address: 428 N. 
Hanover St., Carlisle, PA 17013 

GAILEY, REV. ROB and WANDA, Malawi, 
Field Address: P.O. Box 5566, Limbe, 
MALAWI, CENTRAL AFRICA 

GILBERT, REV. RON and DIANNA, Ghana, 
Field A dd ress: P.O. Box 7847, A ccra  
North, GHANA, WEST AFRICA 

HELSTRO M , REV. BRIAN and JEANIE, 
Sweden, Stateside Address: 15911 W. 
150th, Olathe, KS 66062 

HICKEL, DR. JACK and JANE, Swaziland, 
Field Address: RFM Hospital, P.O. Box 
14, Manzini, SWAZILAND 

HUGHES, REV. KENDALL and FAYE ANNE, 
Dominican Republic, Field Address: c/o 
Lynx A ir— SO/RD, P.O. Box 5600, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL 33340-5600 

KANIS, REV. JAKOB and INA, Botswana, 
F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 14 45  P en rose , 
Olathe, KS 66062 

LEUPP, DR. RODERICK and STEPHANIE, 
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deceased.

BIRTHS: Please provide parents' names, 
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please 
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Nazarene Child Sponsorship 6401 The 

Paseo, K ansas City. M O  64131.
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O b ser v er  a t  La r g e

Avoiding 
Thinking

JOHN C. BOWLING

John C. Bowling is p re s id e n t o f  O livet 
N azarene University.

W h a t  c o m e s  t o  m in d  when you hear 
the name Jonah? M ost folks think of  
the great fish that swallowed this re­
luctant missionary. The story of  Jo ­
nah, however, is not the story of  a 
great f ish— it is the story of  a great 
God!

The Book o f  Jonah contains a total 
o f  597 Hebrew words, 48 verses in 
English. The great fish, mentioned 
only three times, is not the main char­
acter. Nor is the prophet Jonah, 
though the story revolves around him 
and bears his name. The main charac­
ter is God. This is the story o f  the re­
sponse o f  a loving God to a needy 
people.

As the book opens. Jonah receives 
a com m ission from God to go to the 
city o f  N ineveh and to speak out 
against the sins o f  the Ninevites. Jo ­
nah, however, resisted this call.

1 suppose there are many of  us who 
might be reluctant to be cross-cultural 
missionaries. A sense of  inadequacy, 
fear o f  the unknown, the dem ands on 
family, a language barrier— any one 
o f  these may contribute to a person 's  
reluctance concerning missionary ser­
vice. To be a missionary is a costly 
endeavor.

However, it was not on the basis o f  
any o f  these issues that Jonah chose

“Jonah”
not to go to Nineveh. Rather, he re ­
sisted because the Ninevites were his 
enemies, and he did not want them to 
experience the mercy o f  God.

For Jonah, G od was to be reserved 
for the Jews. God was a possession to 
be kept— not shared. Jonah under­
stood the character o f  God, but he did 
not em body it. He knew that God was 
a G od o f  love, but Jonah did not love.

The Book of  Jonah was written to 
tell the Jews that G od was and is a 
G od w ho loves and is interested in all 
people, even the vilest people on 
earth. This same message was e lo­
quently echoed in the ministry o f  Je ­
sus.

In the Gospel o f  Matthew, we read: 
He [Jesus] answered, “ A wicked 

and adulterous generation asks for 
a m iraculous sign! But none will be 
given except the sign o f  the 
prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in 
the belly of  a huge fish, so the Son 
o f  Man will be three 
days and three nights in 
the heart o f  the earth.
The men o f  Nineveh 
will stand up at the 
judgm ent with this g en ­
eration and condem n it; 
for they repented at the 
preaching of  Jonah, 
and now one greater 

than Jonah is here"
(Matthew 12:39-41, 
n i v ).
Just as Jonah was buried three days 

in the deep and cam e forth alive, so 
Jesus was buried and cam e forth on 
the third day. Jonah was the sign of  
G o d ’s justice and love to the 
Ninevites, and Jesus is our sign.

This Jesus-Jonah parallel declares 
that " G o d ’s purpose is to save, not to 
destroy.” Just as God used Jonah to 
help save the city o f  Nineveh, He us­
es the death and resurrection o f  Christ 
to provide salvation for all nations.

The story o f  Jonah m akes it clear 
that G o d ’s greatest miracle is not sav­
ing Jonah from the deep, but His fo r ­
giving Jonah and N ineveh— and you 
and m e— because o f  His love and 
grace.

The C hurch o f  the N azarene has 
been, from its earliest days, a church 
with a strong m issionary zeal. We 
now have w ork in well over  100 
world areas, and our m issionary c o m ­
m itm ent remains strong.

However, the church is approach ­
ing a very important crossroad. The 
C hurch o f  the N azarene is now g row ­
ing at a faster rate outside the U.S. 
than it is within. As a result, we have 
been dealing for several years with 
the issue o f  the internationalization of  
the church.

With our efforts to find the best 
way to remain one church and to co ­
ordinate our efforts worldwide, there 
com es, from time to time, a subtle 
temptation to think in terms o f  "u s” 
and " th em .” That is “Jo n a h ” thinking.

It m ay be easy for som e in the 
North A m erican  church to not want 
to give up control. Others in the inter­
national church m ay  resist what ap ­
pears to be paternalism. Yet, I think 
the C hurch is responding well to

these natural processes and cha l­
lenges.

We have d iscovered and em braced 
an important lesson. A lesson that 
first cam e to Jonah and was then a m ­
plified and em pow ered  by Jesus. T he  
lesson is this: “u s” and “ th em ” b e­
com e “w e” in C hrist. This oneness, 
which crosses political, cultural, and 
racial lines, is cause for great ce leb ra­
tion as we continue to go  into all the 
world to m ake disciples. q.

God was and is a God who loves 
and is interested in all people, 
even the vilest people on earth.
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N otes from  an e d ito r ’s jo u rn a l 

by M ark  G rah am , M an ag in g  E d ito r

You Got a Problem?
I s it just me or are kids today bonkers? 

The other day, Cathy, Joey, and I 
were checking out the free hot dogs 
and soft drinks at the grand opening 

o f  a new mega com puter  store. After 
snarfing a few dogs (with Diet Cokes, of 
course),  we dec ided  to go inside and 
check out the prices.

C a thy  and I b row sed  
through rows of modems,
M acs, and C D -R om s 
while Joey headed directly 
to the v ideo  gam es.  It 
w a s n ' t  long befo re  he 
found the m ost popular  
spot in the whole place 
(for kids)— a virtual racing 
game, complete with a race car-shaped 
cockpit in which the player sat, shifted 
gears, and drove while viewing the race­
track on a mammoth TV screen. It was 
awesome. There was one catch. The line 
was growing longer and longer because 
one 13-year-old would not end his turn.

Joey informed me that he had been 
waiting for almost 15 minutes, but this 
guy wouldn’t leave. Not known for timid­
ity, I glared down upon him for a couple 
of minutes. Then I suggested that since 
others were waiting, he should give them 
a chance to play. His response floored me. 
I couldn't hear all of it, because I didn't 
have my hearing aid in, plus he was mum­
bling at a very low volume, but I did hear 
some profanity and, “You got a problem 
with that?"

Have you ever wanted to smack some­
one in the face (in a Christian sort of 
way)? My blood pressure must have shot 
up. Cathy and Joey looked at me agog 
wondering what I would do next. I won­
dered what I would do next. No child had 
ever spoken to me with such an attitude, 
and I really didn't know how to respond. I 
considered telling a manager or taking 
Joey by the hand and walking away. The 
boy's friend, who was sitting on the edge 
of the car, saw that the situation was get­
ting uncool, so he quickly exited to anoth­
er part of the store. I didn't like being ig­
nored, and I didn't like being the object of 
a rude kid’s scorn, so I reached over to the 
computer that was running the program 
and deftly plunked the escape key.

The game stopped. I stood there wait­
ing to see what the kid would do. He 
heaved  a sigh and sat there  sta ring  
blankly ahead for about a minute. Then 
he slowly rose, hit the escape key, and re­
sumed his game— for about a minute.

As Joey drove the race car, Cathy said, 
“ Now you see what 
teachers (she is one) face 
every day of their lives.” I 
still couldn’t believe that 
a child would speak to an 
adult in such an obnox­
ious fash ion— if for no 
other reason than that it 
might not be healthy for a 
kid to say such things to a 

person  who o u tw eighs  him by 150 
pounds.

The encounter with the kid controlled 
me for a couple of days. How could a 
child respond to an adult with such disre­
spect? Cathy told me to forget it. “Don't 
take it personally,” she said. “Many of 
the kids we see in school have no respect 
for adults or anyone else.”

Her statement continues to bother me, 
and the question that loops through my 
brain again and again is why? Are kids 
mean? Are they angry? If so, why? Are 
parents allowing their kids to talk this 
way at home? What does the future hold 
for our society when such kids are work­
ing in the jobs of business and govern­
ment or are raising their own children?

Perhaps the problem lies with parents 
who give their kids a lot of stuff minus 
any discipline. Perhaps it comes from 
children being raised in dysfunctional en­
vironments. Perhaps it is the absence of 
Christ in a child’s life. Or maybe its a 
combination of these things. Anyway, it 
highlights the value of parents training 
their kids well.

Does your church consider its program 
for kids important? Did you say, “No," 
the last time you were asked to teach a 
kids' class?

If we want persons to live by the “Gold­
en Rule” as adults, we better start teaching 
it and modeling it while they are kids.

How could a child 
respond to an 

adult with such 
disrepect?
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L ate N ews

Communications Division Launches 
Computer Bulletin Board System Nazarenes Affected by Tropical Storm

More than 500 persons were 
killed and 50,000 Haitians 
displaced by Tropical Storm 
Gordon. Initial reports indi­
ca ted  tha t m any  H ait ian  
Nazarenes were affected.

O r lan d o ,  F la. ,  C en tra l  
Church canceled revival ser­
v ices  N ov. 16 b ec au se  of  
official warnings of  heavy 
rains by the storm. Two prop­
e r t ie s  ow ned  by C en tra l  
Church were flooded.

There were no injuries or 
additional property loss among 
Nazarenes, according to J. V. 
Morsch, Southwest regional 
director for Nazarene Disaster 
Response.

In Florida, the storm gen­
erated more than 20 inches of 
ra in  in 5 days ,  ca u s in g  6 
fa ta l i t i e s  and d o ze n s  of  
injuries. More than 60,000 
acres of  w inter vegetables 
were damaged by flooding.

Nazarene missionaries have 
returned to Haiti following the 
recent occupation of the coun­
try. Relief and development 
programs are in operation, 
according to Steve Weber, 
Nazarene Compassionate Min­
istries director.

“The schools have opened, 
and the government has lifted 
the em bargo ,” said Weber. 
“This means that our people 
can buy food and clothing at a 
reasonable price.”

T hough  the new s from 
Haiti is encouraging, Weber 
indicates that the future is yet 
to be determined.

“All aspects of the church 
have been devastated by the 
embargo,” said Weber. “Med­
ical clinics are without medi­
cines, and our schools are in 
need o f  additiona l food to 
continue their hot lunch pro­
grams, which take place in 
more than 100 Nazarene pri­
mary schools.

“ Most o f  our people are 
without work. The chronic 
po v e r ty  o f  H ait i  has in ­
creased many times over by 
the embargo of the past three 
years.”

There are nearly 60,000 
N azarenes living in Haiti,  
according to Weber.

Hot lu nch  program s in H a iti 
continue unabated by recent  
p o litic a l unrest and devasta ­
tion by Tropical Storm Gordon.

A nyone  w ish ing  to r e ­
spond to the needs in Haiti 
may send contributions for 
the NCM fund to: General 
T re a s u re r ,  fo r  “ H ait ian  
Nazarenes,” 6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, MO 64131. In 
Canada, contributions should 
be sent to: C h u rch  o f  the 
N az a ren e  C anada ,  No. 7, 
3800 19th St. N.E., Calgary, 
AB T2E 6V2.

The Com m unications Divi­
sion has launched a bulletin 
board system (BBS) to pro­
vide instant news and infor­
m a tion  to N a z a re n e s  with 
computers.

Located  in the Nazarene 
N ew s S erv ice  o f f ic e s ,  the 
BBS is accessible 24 hours a 
day to anyone with a personal 
computer and a modem.

“We see it as an informa­
tion too l,” said M ichael R. 
Estep, Communications Divi­
sion director. “It is here to help 
Nazarenes stay informed about 
w hat is happen ing  in their  
church around the world.”

C op ies  o f  the N azarene  
News W eekly  S u m m a ry  and 
the  te x t  f ro m  the  N W M S  
Prayer  Line are p laced  on 
the BBS each week. Infor­
mation from other entities at 
Nazarene Headquarters will 
be added in the future.

P e r s o n s  p h o n in g  the 
N az a ren e  N ew s BBS m ay 
dow nload the W eek ly  S u m ­
m a r y  o r  the  P ra y e r  L ine  
in fo rm a t io n  in tex t  fo rm ,  
which can be used in church 
bulletins or newsletters.

The board also serves as a 
place for Nazarenes to com­
m unicate  with one another  
via E-mail (electronic mail). 
“ T h ey  can  sh a re  p r a y e r  
requests,  d iscuss topics, or 
just say ‘hello ' electronical­
l y , ” sa id  M a rk  G ra h a m .  
Nazarene News senior ed i­
tor, who is SYSOP (system 
operator) for the BBS, along 
w ith  a s s i s t a n t  N a z a r e n e  
News editor Bryan Merrill.

Bryan M e rr ill , assistant editor  
for the Nazarene News Service, 
works on the BBS as co-SYSOP.

“W e want it to serve as an 
e lec tro n ic  g a th e r in g  p lace  
for the Nazarene family.”

The Nazarene News BBS 
is part o f  the Nazarene Net 
developed by Les Campbell, 

a N a z a r e n e  
la y m a n  in 
E d m o n t o n ,  
Alta. C am p­
bell, who has 
op e ra ted  a 
BB S in E d ­
m o n to n  fo r  
years ,  e n v i ­
s ions  a n e t ­

w o r k  o f  computer bulletin 
b o a rd s  fo r  N a z a re n e s .  
“Nazarene Net was created 
to establish a union of Naza­
renes for the purpose of bind­
ing us together in the love of 
C h r i s t  and  to p ro v id e  a 
means of  communication for 
fellowship.” said Campbell.

A marketing representative 
for John Deere Co., Campbell 
says God laid a burden  on 
him a lm ost fou r  years  ago 
ab o u t  us ing  his c o m p u te r  
skills to help bring Nazarenes 
together. "I want to use my 
c o m p u te r  r e so u rc e s  and 
knowledge for Christ ,” said 
Campbell,  who has already 
established a com puter  net­
work for the pastors across his 
own Canada West District.

C urren tly ,  there are five 
locations on the Nazarene Net. 
They include: Red Eye BBS, 
Edmonton, Alta., Les Camp­
bell SYSOP (403-472-8089); 
Olivet Nazarene University, 
Kankakee, 111., Dan Lundmark 
S Y S O P  (8 1 5 -9 3 9 -5 1 8 7 );  
Nazarene News, Kansas City, 
Mo. (816-523-6016); All For 
Christ, Viroqua, Wis., Milton 
W atson  S Y S O P  (608-637-  
8089); and C o m puM iss ion  
C o n c ep ts ,  A lb u q u e rq u e ,  
N.Mex., Larry Scott SYSOP 
(505-291-8559).

T h e  N a z a r e n e  N et a lso  
offers callers a gateway to the 
information highway via the 
Internet. Cam pbell has just

installed software that will 
allow persons to phone any 
BB S on the N az a ren e  Net 
and send or receive mail from 
persons on the Internet. The 
only requirement is that they 
m u s t  k n o w  the  E -m ail  
address for the person they 
are trying to contact. “This 
w ou ld  a l low  N az a ren e s  to 
communicate even with mis­
sionaries in faraway places, if 
they have an address on the

Internet,” said Campbell.
Campbell plans to poll the 

v a r io u s  b u l le t in  b o ard s  to 
pick up and deliver the Inter­
net mail.

Persons interested in start­
ing new  b o a rd s  on the  
N a z a r e n e  N et  o r  d e s i r in g  
more information may con ­
tact C am pbe ll  at 4 03 -476 -  
0047 (voice) or write: 9512- 
178A Ave., Edm onton, AB 
T5Z 2G7.

Campbell
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F if t y  y e a r s
AGO through the prov 
idence of God and the 
wisdom of its elders 
the Church of the 
Nazarene founded 
Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.
N O W  MORE THAN 
EVER your Seminary 
stands poised to educate 
ministers who will help 
carry the church into the 
21st century. Pray for 
your Seminary 
throughout 
the year, 
and partici­
pate in 
the . . .
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