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Our Need of the Atonement

N EVERY state we need Christ in the following respects.
1. Whatever grace we receive, it is a free gift from Him.

2. We receive it as His purchase, merely in consideration of
the price He paid.

3. We have this grace, not only from Christ, but in Him.
For our perfection is not like that of a tree, which flourishes by
the sap derived from its own root, but, like that of a branch
which, united to the vine, bears fruit; but, severed from it, is
dried up and withered.

4. All our blessings, temporal, spiritual'and eternal, depend
on His intercession for us, which is one branch of His priestly
office, whereof therefore we have always equal need.

5. The best of men still need Christ in His priestly office, to
atone for their omissions, their short-comings, their mistakes in
judgment and practice, and their defects of various kinds. For
these are all deviations from the perfect law, and consequently
need an atonement. Yet that they are not properly sins, we
apprehend may appear from the words of St. Paul, ‘He that
loveth, hath fulfilled the law; for love is the fulfilling of the
law,” (Romans 13:10). Now, mistakes, and whatever infirmi-
ties necessarily flow from the corruptible state of the body, are
in no way contrary to love; nor therefore, in the scripture sense,
Sin.—iJohn W estey, iN Christian Perfection.
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The Preacher’s Personal Orienta-
tion
By the Editor
HE preacher must learn to work and succeed
T “under circumstances” of his field. There are

of course instances in which a preacher should

move. But these instances are not as many as !ﬁ]

often supposed, and the cure wrought by moving is
not as thorough as is usually hoped; for more often
than not the hindrance is in the preacher, rather than
in the circumstances of his field.

Speaking in terms of the life scope, the young
preacher should begin at the beginning. That is, he
should accept a small field as his first. There are
fields that always will be small, but they are im-
portant for all that, and there never was a field so
small but that there was a preacher none too large to
fill it. There are some preachers who grow, and if
the field is incapable of growth, then the preacher
will have to move when his size surpasses his field.
If the first pastorate is no more than two or three
years in length, there should be another intermedi-
ate pastorate— the preacher should accept another
field of limited scope that he may not be too mis-
mated with his task. Usually this second pastorate
should be from three to six years in length. The
third pastorate, if it comes at the end of from five to
ten years from the preacher’'s beginning, should be
considered as at least semi-permanent. That is, the
third pastorate should be relatively long. Those who
have observed such matters say this third pastorate
should average ten years in length. This is about the
summary of the moving schedule.

As to the rest, it must be worked out on the prin-
ciple that if the mountain will not come to Moham-
med, Mohammed will go to the mountain. That is,
if the preacher cannot move away from his cir-
cumstances and cannot change them, then he must
himself adjust so that he can live and succeed with
circumstances what they are. Take finances, it is a
greater accomplishment to learn to live within one’s
income than to be able to increase his income. The
fact is, one must learn to live within his income, for
even with the increase of income there is practically
always an increase of expenditures and one is not
.ufe until he has learned to adjust himself and his
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standard of living to the limits of what he can
reasonably expect to earn. Few things are more
tragic in a preacher’s life than to find himself so
strained by economic circumstances as to cause him
to suffer more care for his own affairs than he bears
for the work of God, and just as many such are
found in the brackets where the pay is higher as in
'hose where the pay is low; the time to learn with
Paul to be content, economically, with whatsoever
one has begins the day he becomes financially respon-
sible, and the time to practice it is from then on to
il e end of life. It is better to wear a patched coat
than to wear one that causes financial worry. The
preacher must save all his anxiety for the church.

| suppose there never was a church of any con-
sequence that did not have its problem members.
Sometimes these problem members are the type that
are easily offended. They take the preacher’s words
and actions as having significance he never intended.
Tis failure to come to see them when and as often
is they plan for him to do are just indication that
he does not love them with a pastor’'s heart. When
they do not have their way in the running of the
church they are just sure it is because they are
emselves not wanted. People like this are not
usually so important themselves, but they have their
friends and their circle of influence, and if the
preacher happens to be a legalist who cannot bend,
and who takes every affront to himself as a thrust at
the Lord, there is sure to be trouble and the church
itself will have to pay the price in division and
strife. The preacher will prove he is right and
will quote Henry Clay to the effect that he would
rather be right than to be President— ignoring the
possibility that one might be right and also be Presi-
dent, and forgetting the counsel of Solomon to meet
wrath with soft words.

Nine church members out of ten are consistent
and considerate and agreeable. But that other one
in ten has to be coddled like a baby, honored like a
patriarch, corrected like a criminal or tolerated like a
boil on the back of the neck, and it is up to the
preacher to be discerning enough to know what is
needed, and courageous, tender and religious enough
to give what is needed inside the boundaries of true
righteousness.  More preachers fail for want of
ability to make proper human adjustments than from
any other cause. With no qualification but a sincere
heart one can get along with God. But to get along
with people—well, in addition to a sincere heart he
must have so many qualities of tact that the enumera-
tion would be wearisome. But among the many
which by a little study one might enumerate, |
place at the top the will to bear without complaint.
The preacher who seeks pity will be despised, but the
one who can deserve pity without seeming to notice
lie deserves it will be forgiven many errors on his
twn part.

The preacher, out of consideration for his calling,
is given many favors by the people. But on the
('her hand, he has surrendered many rights to enter
his holy calling. Perhaps no normal man, especially
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if he has a considerable family, can lool* forward to
the future in this present life without feeling some
desire to prepare for the proverbial “rainy day” for
himself and his loved ones. But the average preacher
is fortunate if he can get enough money for the
daily needs— saving is usually quite out of the ques-
tion. The temptation will be to undertake business
deals and investments “on the side.” But this is un-
advisable both as dividing the preacher’s interests
and as being unsafe financially. As a rule preachers
are good financiers in that they can make a little
money buy more than others can do. But they have
no proper time to give to outside business and in-
vestment interests and they had better make their
adjustments early and give their undivided attention
to the business of the King in the full confidence that
by doing so the King will see that their business is
also taken care of.

Among church leaders when preachers are being
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discussed and appraised, it is not unusual for one to
ask, “Does this man see from the preacher’s point of
view?” If you were to press the questioner for an
analysis of his question he probably could not give
you much that would enlighten. You must know
what he means and you must answer discreetly, for
the question is serious. Is the preacher oriented as
a preacher? Does he know that certain things are
behind him? certain other things to his right and
left? certain others yet before and above him? Does
he know when to contend and when to retire from
the field? Does he see things temporal, social and
spiritual as a preacher should see them? If he does
not, and especially if he has been going long enough
that he should know how to do this, his case is just
about hopeless. For if a man know not where he is
himself, how can he tell others where they ought to
go? Preacher, do you know the cardinal points in-
volved in your calling?

Thoughts on Holiness from the Old Writers

Olive M. Winchester

Sinful Anger

A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is
slow to anger appeaseth strife (Prov. 15:18).

NE of the most common sinful passions
among men is that of anger. This is re-
garded as one of the primal emotions and
arises from the basic instinct of pugnacity. Like all
original tendencies in the human nature it has its
right and proper place but diverted from that it be-
comes evil. Consequently we need to seek to know
just what is the nature of sinful anger and what
elements resident in it or acquired by it make it sinful.

Sinful Anger Differentiated

In differentiating sinful anger from what might
be a legitimate action of this emotional tendency,
we may consider first the nature of divine anger.
Here we enter into a different realm entirely, but
some light may be thrown on the question.

Divine wrath or anger is not the bursting forth of
passion, but is grounded in a fundamental principle,
the attribute of holiness. Divine wrath then is the
impinging of the divine holiness against sin. Holi-
ness can have no other attitude toward sin. This
does not mean that there may not be compassion
for the sinner. The supreme love of God in giving
His only Son to die for sinners is the greatest ex-
pression of compassion that mankind has known,
yet while Scripture tells us of this manifestation of
love, it also tells us of God's wrath. Thus one
writer expresses the thought:

The feeling of God against sin is spoken of in the Scrip-
tures as His wrath, or anger. Of course we do not under-
stand this to be a rage, but a holy passion; and we cannot
fail to judge that a holy passion against sin is quite worthy
of God, and even a necessary expression of His character.
We do Him no wrong when we attribute to Him a holy

passion against sin, but rather praise Him for feeling as He
ought. Yet His anger, we should remember, is not directed
against persons, except just so far as they are positively
identified with the evil that He hates; and even so, His
anger at a person, whom by nature He loves, is different
from His anger at an evil quality, which by His nature He
hates. In either case this anger is not of such character as
to need appeasement, or to be capable of it. As a holy pas-
sion against evil it cannot be appeased, even as it ought not;
and when it glows against persons, it only needs that the
occasion for it be removed, in order to cease by its own
worthy nature.

We have, then, a brief survey of the divine anger;
these are not the only ways of approach to the sub-
ject; others have said that divine anger is a neces-
sary correlate with divine love, and herein lies a
truth, but we do not need in this connection to dis-
cuss the subject further, for one of the essential
points is very evident and that is that divine anger
is against a state and condition not primarily against
persons. When it is exercised against persons it is
because these persons have involved themselves in
that state and condition; let the state and condition
be changed and the anger ceases.

From what has been said about divine anger, we
can infer very easily as to what may be the nature
of what is denominated righteous anger. Wesley,
writing to one of the members of his society, ex-
plained:

What you feel is certainly a degree of anger, but not of
sinful anger: there ought to be in us (as there was in our
Lord) not barely a perception in the understanding that
this or that is evil; but also an emotion of mind, a sensa-
tion or passion suitable thereto. This anger a sin, accom-
panied with love and compassion to the sinner, is so far
from being itself a sin, that it is rather a duty. St. Paul’s
word is, “not easily provoked” to any paroxysm of anger;
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neither are you: nevertheless, | suppose there is in you,
when you feel a proper anger at sin, a hurrying motion of
the blood and spirits, which is an imperfection.

Turning now from these phases of anger we will
seek to analyze the nature of sinful anger. First,
we would say that one of its characteristics is that it
is directed against persons. There may be included
wrath against the condition of the person, but more
particularly it is against persons, springing not
from love of holiness but from personal animosity.
Often is there commingled with it envy, jealousy,
malice or hatred, all of these emotions to be con-
demned; thus sinful anger has evil associates and
can be known in part by these.

Again sinful anger is self-regarding. We said that
it springs from the pugnacious instinct. This pug-
nacity is not the fighting for some right cause or
principle, in this case it would be the natural in-
stinct going forth to the end for which it was origin-
ally intended, but it is a fighting for self, for self
not from the standpoint of self-preservation but for
self in a selfish way and for a selfish end. Thus it
has the inherent principle of sin in it, for one of the
basic factors of sin is selfishness.

Still another element in sinful anger is that very
often there accompanies it the desire for revenge. We
know that the Scriptures explicitly condemn this.
We are told, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, saith
the Lord of hosts.” Therefore having this phase of
evil as one of its elements would mark it as sinful.

Finally an evidence of sin in this passion of the
human heart is that it carries a person beyond the
border lines of self-control. The angry man loses
command of himself; sometimes this is not so dis-
astrous, and at other times it becomes a possession
and bears the person along on its tumultuous tide
rntil he gives himself up to deeds of outrage, even to
taking of life. There is no question of the element
of sin here.

Thus there are many seeds of sin in anger and to
harbor it within the being of man means there is
danger lurking. One never can tell when like a wild
beast it will master its possessor and overthrow him.
The only means of security is to have all evil
cleansed from the heart, and the only expression of
anger should be that of righteous indignation.

Scripture Admonitions

Having considered the nature of sinful anger, we
would note the Scripture admonitions. They are
very definite in their commands. The Apostle Paul,
writing to the churches at Philippi and Colosse, gives
the injunctions:

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice (Eph. 4:31).

But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your
mouth (Col. 3:8).

These passages make it very clear that anger and
wrath do not belong in the life of a Christian. In
connection with these is the verse in 1 Cor. 13 which
tells us that love is not provoked, the word easily
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not being present in the original. Moreover in Gal.
5:20 wrath is enumerated as one of the works of the
flesh.

Following the teaching of Scripture farther we
find that when we approach the throne of grace in
prayer, all wrath must be absent for we have the
admonition:

I will therefore that men pray every where, lift-
ing up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.
Moreover anger is unbecoming a bishop for in the
commission to Titus we have the charge:

For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward
of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to
wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre (Titus 1:7).

Then in the practical Book of James the word of
exhortation is given that man is to be slow to speak
and slow to wrath. The writer is seeking to dissuade
the Christians from violent and disputatious speech.
Following he states, “ For the wrath of man worketh
not the righteousness of God.” In their violent and
disputatious speech there seems to have been a
tendency at that time as has been since to cloak
personal animosities under the pretense of zeal for
God, and when he makes the statement regarding
the wrath of man, he seems to be referring to the
“petty passion of a single individual soul,” asserting
that this does not in any way bring to pass any ef-
fective working in the line of righteousness. The con-
trast is not between man’s wrath and divine wrath as
might seem at first sight, but that wrath never in
its human aspect effects righteousness.

There might be added to the passages cited those
which lay stress on the ruling of one’s own spirit and
its value to the soul, but these we have given have
been sufficient to show us the Scripture teaching on
sinful anger. This passion born of a natural instinct
has its proper place and function, but when the
diverting elements enter in then it becomes sinful
and destroys the inner life of the soul. Moreover
wrath has its outward effects also for wrath ever
causes strife and divisions. Accordingly that which
is destructive both within and without surely we
should avoid, and ever seek to follow in the footsteps
of the Master “who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again.”

Unconscious Ministry

We do not realize the importance of the uncon-
scious part of our life-ministry. It goes on continu-
ally. In every greeting we give to another on the
street, in every moment’s conversation, in every letter
we write, in every contact with other lives, there is a
subtle influence that goes from us that often reaches
farther, and leaves a deeper impression than the things
themselves that we are doing at the time. It is not
so much what we do in this world as what we are,
that tells in spiritual results and impressions. A good
life is like a flower, which, though it neither toil nor
spin, yet ever pours out a rich perfume and thus
performs a holy ministry.—J. R. Mitter.
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Paul’'s Terms Related to Holiness

Neal C. Dirkse

to designate some phase of entire sanctification,

we note his use of the term, “flesh,” or “sin in
the flesh.” He uses the two Greek words, sarx and
soma, the former referring to the evil propensity
toward sin, and the latter as the physical body.
This becomes evident when we find exhortations to
“crucify the flesh,” that to live after the flesh is
to die, and others. Surely this cannot refer to our
physical body, as it is simply matter. It is neither
good nor evil, only as the agent within it makes it
so. Exhortations to present our bodies as sacrifices
mean nothing if they refer only to the physical body,
for the physical body is incapable of doing anything
of itself. It takes the ego that inhabits it. Before
the body can become a living sacrifice, that real you
must first become a spiritual sacrifice. In other words,
action must occur within before it can be effected
without. Our bodies are simply the vehicle of ex-
pression used by the immortal you.

Paul's use of the term “flesh” to designate the
carnal mind is expressive again of his originality in
coining terms, as well as the definite inspiration of
the Holy Spirit.

In his Epistle to the Romans and the one to the
Galatians, the term is used most frequently. In
Romans it is used in connection with “the sin,” while
in Galatians it is developed in opposition to the work
and leadership of the Holy Spirit. In Ephesians and
Colossians he uses it a few times. Though other
occurrences of the word “flesh” appear in other
passages, as, for instance, Corinthians, yet it is the
opinion of the writer after studying and checking
with accepted authorities, that these references refer
to the physical body.

Following are the references and their general
content as conveyed in the suggestive statement fol-
lowing them. Under the headings listed, one finds
that several of the references fit in under several of
the headings. Though this study is by no means
exhaustive, yet a lead is given which will develop
into an interesting and soul-blessing study, if fol-
lowed out. These articles are purposely made brief,
with the hope that they may be more fully utilized.

I N THIS study of some of the terms used by Paul

The Nature of the Flesh
Romans 7:5— It works in the members of the body.

Romans 7:18— Thwarts our best desires, and cripples
our volitional powers.

Romans 8:13— A murderer.

Galatians 4:29— Opposes the leadership of the Holy
Spirit.

Galatians 5:17—Hates the workings of the Spirit
within.

Galatians 6:8— Bears fruit.

Ephesians 2:3— Influences our conversation (manner
of living) our thinking and our physical appe-
tites.

lts Work in Me

Romans 7:5— Produces poisonous fruit, issuing in
death.

Romans 8:5—Directs life into channels of sinful
living.

Romans 8:8— Renders one displeasing before God.

Romans 8:13— Produces death.

Romans 13:14— Robs one of presence of Lord Jesus
Christ.

Galatians 2:19-21— Produces works of fleshly and
dispositional sins— an outward and inward life of
evil.

Colossians 2:18— Substitutes human effort for spir-
itual.

Colossians 2:23— Begets a salvation of works.

Romans 8:3— The death of Jesus Christ provides my
only release from its bondage.

Romans 8:9— The indwelling Spirit cleanses out the
flesh.

Romans 8:12— My own volition necessary to make
it a reality.

Romans 13:14— Complete possession by the Lord
Jesus Christ makes room for the flesh unavail-
able.

Galatians 5:16—A daily life of obedience and sub-
mission.

Galatians 5:24— 1t is to be crucified.

Colossians 2:11—Putting aside its activity within
us.

Personally Responsible for lts Presence

Romans 8:1—My privilege to be in Christ and not
to walk in obedience to its demands.

Romans 8:4—Up to me in which path | shall walk.

Romans 8:12— Up to me to whom | am indebted.

Galatians 6:8— 1 am the sower of my own seed.

Ephesians 2:3— It is mine to choose the company
I want to keep.

Colossians 2:11— Men voluntarily presented them-
selves, directed by law, for circumcision in Old
Testament. Ours to present ourselves for cir-
cumcision of Christ.

(It is interesting to note the active verbs used,
intimating that though there is a work to be done
in us, there is as well a work for us to do, an attitude
for us to take.) Also, that in Galatians we find not
the flesh, but the works of the flesh. One is to be
done with, the other is to be crucified. One further
thought appears in the direct antithesis of the flesh
in its workings and the Spirit and His leadership.

“According to your faith be it unto you.” What
does your faith claim? How deep an experience does
it grasp? How great a deliverance from sin and the
world does it take? Limit not the Mighty One of
Israel.—setected.
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The Preacher with a Good Religious Experience

A. S. London

MONG all the callings and professions of
life, it seems to me that the ministry
stands as the highest. Paul says, “How

“1 am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me, and gave himself for
me.” What a statement for a man to make— “yet

beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gogpdi I, but Christ liveth in me.” That is the proper

of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” He
also writes to the Ephesians, “Unto me, who am less
than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearch-
able riches of Christ.” He appreciated the honor
given him to preach Christ. The ministry is the
supreme calling among men.

The gospel preacher is a minister of religion, and
it is fundamentally necessary for him to experience
what he preaches. Gipsy Smith once said, when
asked to speak before a group of business men, that
being a preacher they would naturally expect him
to talk on religion and experience what he talked
about. A minister should have an experience that
sweetens, enriches, and ennobles his life. Christian-
ity is primarily a life, and its fundamental facts are
to be found in experience and not in some form
of doctrine. Christianity is based upon an experi-
ence of God in Christ. A preacher cannot teach
others what he does not know.

A preacher must know God in the forgiveness of
his sins. He must live what he preaches. The old
saying that you are to be as | say and not as I
do, will not work in the life of the preacher. He
must be an example for others to follow. He must
live in communion with God. He must recognize
the presence of God, and be in constant harmony

h the divine. He ought to acknowledge God in all
his actions— his down-sittings, uprisings, lying down,
his path, and all his ways. He should live so that
God will not be ashamed of any word in his tongue,
or any thought in his mind.

A preacher must first be a Christian. What he is
speaks a great deal louder than what he says in the
pulpit. He cannot stoop to low things, or do little
things. He is to be open and above board in all his
actions. It ought to be said of him, “I perceive that
a holy man passeth by us continually.”

The preacher is to give his life for others. He
must save his own life by saving the lives of others.
He cannot afford to be a trickster, a deceiver, un-
clean, or fail to live daily what he professes on Sun-
day. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall
see God.” Christ must be enthroned in the heart
life of the minister and enshrined in his affections.
Jesus must be a living reality, “closer than breath-
ing, and nearer than hands or feet.” He must be
the undisputed sovereign in the heart of a preacher
and rule supremely in his life.

Paul says, “1 determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”
Christ was the center in Paul's life and ministry.

relationship of every true preacher of the gospel of
Christ.

For any minister to slip and fall is one of the
greatest tragedies that has ever come to a human
being. It is bad enough for any man who is trying
to be a Christian to fall by the wayside, but for an
ambassador, a watchman on the wall, to betray
friends, and openly bring the cause of Christ into
disrepute, is tragic indeed. For a minister to soil
his lips with dirty stories, or live unclean in his moral
life, dishonors himself and brings shame to the cause
of the Christian religion. The words of our mouth
and the meditations of our hearts must be acceptable
in the sight of our God.

Gandhi, the great leader in India, was once asked
by Dr. Stanley Jones how Christianity might be
introduced into that country. He answered, “I
would suggest first that all your Christians, mission-
aries and all, must begin to live more like Jesus
Christ. Second, you must practice your religion
without toning it down or adulterating it. Its
strength is its beauty and glory. Third, you must
put your emphasis on love, for love is the center
and soul of Christianity.” These suggestions are
just as appropriate for ministers in this country as
they are for heathens in India. Preachers should live
more like the Christ. This matter of having a lot of
“shadows” hanging over the heads of ministers is
not very pleasing to our heavenly Father. There is
enough opposition and criticism that naturally comes
to the minister of God, without living in such a man-
ner as will cause unnecessary talk, rumors and sus-
picion.

Preachers must not “tone down,” compromise
truth, or preach a shallow gospel. Our gospel does
not need to be adulterated. Its beauty and strength
has never been equaled. It needs to be held up in
all its purity. It is a supernatural religion—a re-
vealed religion.

Preachers need to put the emphasis on love. And
how can they do this if they do not know God in
all His fullness? How can they preach love when
they have bitterness, faultfinding, or revenge in their
heart life? Love is the center and soul of Christian-
ity. The love of Christ surpasses all knowledge and
understanding. It has to be felt and experienced to
be told. A preacher must know in whom he has be-
lieved and be persuaded that He is able to keep that
which he has committed unto Him.

A preacher must be led, filled, guided and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit. This is impossible
without a good Christian experience. It is “not by
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might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the
Lord.” Peter preached with such power that three
thousand souls were converted in a single day. But
before Peter preached this sermon, He had to have
the baptism with the Holy Spirit to come into his
own life.

Effective preaching requires divine aid. And God
is not with us in our slipshod, loose way of living.
A preacher should live above fog and low levels. He

A Renewed Emphasis on

H. H.

HE subject of “Holiness” and the renewed

emphasis of the preaching of this great truth,

is vital to every Christian, of every creed,

whether he may be conscious or may not be,
great fact. To us Nazarenes it is the foundation of
our great cause and upon this truth the whole super-
structure must stand or fall. Upon the proper preach-
ing of this truth hangs our present and future suc-
cess of the great work which God has committed to
our care, namely, to continue “the spread of scrip-
tural holiness over these lands.”

In the discussion of this subject, we desire to men-
tion five reasons why there should be a renewed
emphasis of the preaching of Bible holiness by the
people called Nazarenes.

The doctrine of holiness is primary, basic and
fundamental. 1 Peter 1:16 states, “Be ye holy; for
I am holy.” And may we define what we mean, as
we refer to the doctrine and truth of holiness? We
mean that “Holiness without which no man shall see
the Lord”; that cleansing the human heart from
all sin, or all the remains of sin; that removing of
the inbred sin; that crucifixion of the “old man,”
or cleansing the human soul from the transmitted
leprosy of sin, and taking out of us the last remains
n d the last stain of the sin principle, so that we
will have reached that experience stated by the
psalmist when he said, “Purge me with hyssop and
I shall be clean, wash me and | shall be whiter than
snow.” That blessedness which Christ had in mind
when He said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God.” Also we understand that this
holiness to which we refer is a second definite and
distinct work of grace, wrought in the heart of a child
of God, subsequent to regeneration, or after we are
converted. Or to be more specific it is entire sancti-
fication, or the act of God’s divine grace, wrought in
the heart of a child of God, whereby the affections,
purposes and desires of the soul are cleansed from
all sin.

Justification deals with outward sin or actual trans-
gression. Sanctification deals with inward sin, or sin
inherited. Justification is a judicial act of God
whereby He pardons the guilty soul and considers

* Paper read at Southeast Atlantic District Preachers’
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must be a prayerful man, a sacrificial man, a compas-
sionate man. Without these elements in the life of
a preacher, his preaching is in vain. It is no won-
der that Andrew Jackson told a minister when he
applied for a government position, that he did not
have a job in the government that was half as big
as that of being a gospel preacher. A preacher is to
spend and be spent for his fellowmen. His sufficiency
comes from God only.

the Preaching of Holiness.

McAfee

him just, through the righteousness of Christ. Sanc-
tification is a high priestly act of cleansing, whereby
God cleanses the heart from the last stain of inherited

of th&sn and purifies the affections of the soul. “Christ

also loved the Church [the born-again ones], and
save himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse
it, with the washing of water by the Word, that
he might present it to himself, a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but
that it should be holy and without blemish.” This
entire sanctification, or high priestly act of cleansing,
brings us into the state of holiness about which we
are speaking.

Since God said, “Be ye holy, for I am holy,” we
find that this truth is the foundation of the great
cause of redemption. If we are to be the children
of the Most High, have fellowship with Him, wor-
ship Him, be coworkers with Him, live with Him
here and hereafter, we must be holy. We must be
like Him in character. Dr. Jesse T. Peck wrote a
great book on the subject of holiness under the
title, “ Central Idea of Christianity.” In this book he
makes holiness the great trunkline of the gospel of
redemption, and all other truth of salvation point-
ing directly or indirectly to this unchanging standard
of the Almighty, which is God’s standard for all
ages.

The work of the New Testament Church is to
evangelize the world. This includes all classes and
types of people and from childhood to old age.
Preaching the gospel is teaching the gospel. The
Church in many ways is similar to our system of
education. Our schools must teach our children
and bring them from infancy and illiteracy to man-
hood and graduation. This requires the emphasizing
and re-emphasizing the textbooks and their contents
over and over, a thousand times. Also we are
living in a time of specialization. Each teacher is
required to be a specialist in a certain subject. Does
God require any less? Should not every preacher of
the gospel be a specialist on the subject of holiness?
If we are to represent a holy God and His holy
Christ, in the great plan of redemption to an unholy
world or a sinful race, certainly we should be spe-
cialists and emphasize and re-emphasize this truth
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over and over again ten thousand times as we ap-
proach all classes of sinful men.

Also we Nazarenes have heard holiness preached
so much and so often that we may become ac-
customed to this great truth and feel that everyone
has heard it, or that all should know it by this time.
Many have heard this truth over and again but,
while they have ears to hear, they have not heard
in their hearts. Also our children may be reared
within the holiness movement and under its influ-
ences, and yet be without this experience. Every
generation must have the great truth of sin, repent-
ance, regeneration, brought to their attention. And
more especially the truth of holiness. Every sancti-
fied child of God, having reached the state of purity,
and holiness of heart, needs constantly the truth of
holiness, both in its doctrine to establish, and its
power to enrich, deepen and lead on to maturity. We
may pass the stage of using the sincere milk of the
Word, but never in this life shall we reach the time
when we do not need the strong meat of holiness.
And since this is God’s essential standard of Chris-
tian character, we never can get too much holiness.

1.

The great holiness movement in which the Church
of the Nazarene was born and out of which the
Church of the Nazarene has come (thank God, our
church is not a split-off of anything, but was born
of holiness) was brought into existence by mighty
holiness gospel preachers. Think of the great men
such as Inskip, E. I. D. Peper, Fowler, Walker, Car-
radine, McClurkan, W. A. Dodge, Dunlap, Jarrell,
Joseph Smith, Brengle, C. W. Ruth, Will Huff, Dr.
P. F. Bresee, H. C. Morrison, J. G. Morrison, God-
bey, Pickett, C. B. Jernigan, Uncle Bud Robinson,
and a thousand others, most of whom are now rest-
ing beneath the shades of the Tree of Life on the
golden shore. These were mighty gospel preachers,
great holiness men. We have inherited this great
cause. If this movement was brought into existence
by mighty holiness preachers, will it not require
some mighty preachers of holiness to maintain this
holy cause; yea, defend it during these days of
modernism, unbelief, sin, irreverence, formalism and
materialism? Yea, and more than all this, to propa-
gate and lead an advance during the closing days of
this dispensation, when the love of many churches
and people is waxing cold. If God has raised up the
Church of the Nazarene, which we believe is the
greatest branch of organized holiness in the world
today, to take up where others have left off, shall
not we gird ourselves afresh, for the most important
task which God ever committed to man, namely, to
continue to spread scriptural holiness over the world.

V.

The gospel of holiness, means the gospel of the
Holy Ghost. No man can hope to have any measure
of success preaching holiness, except as God may
water his ministry with the dews of heaven and help
him to preach the gospel with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven. Surely, if ever there has been
a time in the world’s history when we must have a
gospel message with the divine element, the super-
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natural, the power of God, the Third Person of the
Trinity, surely that time is now. We are living in
the most unsettled period that the world ever has
seen, nationally, internationally, politically, econom-
ically and socially. The answer today to “earth’s
sorrowing cry,” to a war-stricken world, is a revival
of Bible holiness with Christ as its center, and the
Holy Ghost as the Captain of the hosts of the Lord
to fill, bless, and lead us to victory. Our answer to
Modernism is a Holy Ghost revival. Certainly this
calls for a renewed emphasis on the preaching of this
truth.

V.

It is stated that a number of the members of the
Church of the Nazarene are yet unsanctified. Cer-
tainly if they are bom again, they are entitled to
membership, but as the membership of our church
increases, we must as faithful ministers, re-emphasize
<he truth of holiness and lead these into the experi-
ence. If this is not done, within a few years time,
the voting power of the church could drift into the
hands of the unsanctified. We must have holiness
people with which to build a holiness church. The
Church of the Nazarene is distinctly a holiness
church. There is no other reason for our existence.
In the beginning, we stated that upon this truth hangs
our present and future success. We must renew our
efforts in preaching holiness to get more of our peo-
ple sanctified and to keep those who are sanctified
from backsliding.

Brother Jude gives us a sure cure for backsliding.
He exhorts us to “earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints.” This con-
tention requires the emphasis and re-emphasis again
and again. This implies a spiritual fight, a religious
warfare, a holy battle or a battle for holiness. The
enemy of God and humanity ever has waged his
fight against holiness as a truth and as an experience,
for if we lose the experience, we soon shall lose the
truth. If for no other cause, this makes it neces-
sary that we bring this doctrine before our people
and before the world, constantly and with renewed
effort, again and again.

Also Brother Jude exhorts us to build up ourselves
on our most holy faith. Holiness is the one essential
material for foundation and for building, and we
must have it in every part of the structure of the
cause of holiness and the work of redemption of a
lost world back to God and to holiness. Also he re-
quests that we pray in the Holy Ghost; pray until
we have divine help in prayer and until someone
talks back to us. And to keep ourselves in the love
of God. Is not this the experience of holiness? Is
(here any other experience offered in the Scriptures
where we may be kept, on the dusty highway of life,
and in constant battle with the enemy? But perfect
love will preserve us under all conditions.

Then he states, “Looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” This con-
stitutes a sure cure for backsliding, but must ever
be kept before our people of all ages and stages in
the Christian life. This can be done only by em-
phasizing and re-emphasizing this great truth.
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over and over again ten thousand times as we ap-
proach all classes of sinful men.

Also we Nazarenes have heard holiness preached
so much and so often that we may become ac-
customed to this great truth and feel that everyone
has heard it, or that all should know it by this time.
Many have heard this truth over and again but,
while they have ears to hear, they have not heard
in their hearts. Also our children may be reared
within the holiness movement and under its influ-
ences, and yet be without this experience. Every
generation must have the great truth of sin, repent-
ance, regeneration, brought to their attention. And
more especially the truth of holiness. Every sancti-
fied child of God, having reached the state of purity,
and holiness of heart, needs constantly the truth of
holiness, both in its doctrine to establish, and its
power to enrich, deepen and lead on to maturity. We
may pass the stage of using the sincere milk of the
Word, but never in this life shall we reach the time
when we do not need the strong meat of holiness.
And since this is God's essential standard of Chris-
tian character, we never can get too much holiness.

1.

The great holiness movement in which the Church
of the Nazarene was born and out of which the
Church of the Nazarene has come (thank God, our
church is not a split-off of anything, but was born
of holiness) was brought into existence by mighty
holiness gospel preachers. Think of the great men
such as Inskip, E. I. D. Peper, Fowler, Walker, Car-
radine, McClurkan, W. A. Dodge, Dunlap, Jarrell,
Joseph Smith, Brengle, C. W. Ruth, Will Huff, Dr.
P. F. Bresee, H. C. Morrison, J. G. Morrison, God-
bey, Pickett, C. B. Jernigan, Uncle Bud Robinson,
and a thousand others, most of whom are now rest-
ing beneath the shades of the Tree of Life on the
golden shore. These were mighty gospel preachers,
great holiness men. We have inherited this great
cause. If this movement was brought into existence
by mighty holiness preachers, will it not require
some mighty preachers of holiness to maintain this
holy cause; yea, defend it during these days of
modernism, unbelief, sin, irreverence, formalism and
materialism? Yea, and more than all this, to propa-
gate and lead an advance during the closing days of
this dispensation, when the love of many churches
and people is waxing cold. If God has raised up the
Church of the Nazarene, which we believe is the
greatest branch of organized holiness in the world
today, to take up where others have left off, shall
not we gird ourselves afresh, for the most important
task which God ever committed to man, namely, to
continue to spread scriptural holiness over the world.

V.

The gospel of holiness, means the gospel of the
Holy Ghost. No man can hope to have any measure
of success preaching holiness, except as God may
water his ministry with the dews of heaven and help
him to preach the gospel with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven. Surely, if ever there has been
a time in the world’s history when we must have a
gospel message with the divine element, the super-

THE PREACHER’'S MAGAZINE

natural, the power of God, the Third Person of the
Trinity, surely that time is now. We are living in
the most unsettled period that the world ever has
seen, nationally, internationally, politically, econom-
ically and socially. The answer today to “earth’s
sorrowing cry,” to a war-stricken world, is a revival
of Bible holiness with Christ as its center, and the
Holy Ghost as the Captain of the hosts of the Lord
to fill, bless, and lead us to victory. Our answer to
Modernism is a Holy Ghost revival. Certainly this
calls for a renewed emphasis on the preaching of this
truth.

V.

It is stated that a number of the members of the
Church of the Nazarene are yet unsanctified. Cer-
tainly if they are born again, they are entitled to
membership, but as the membership of our church
increases, we must as faithful ministers, re-emphasize
<he truth of holiness and lead these into the experi-
ence. If this is not done, within a few years time,
the voting power of the church could drift into the
hands of the unsanctified. We must have holiness
people with which to build a holiness church. The
Church of the Nazarene is distinctly a holiness
church. There is no other reason for our existence.
In the beginning, we stated that upon this truth hangs
our present and future success. We must renew our
efforts in preaching holiness to get more of our peo-
ple sanctified and to keep those who are sanctified
from backsliding.

Brother Jude gives us a sure cure for backsliding.
He exhorts us to “earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints.” This con-
tention requires the emphasis and re-emphasis again
and again. This implies a spiritual fight, a religious
warfare, a holy battle or a battle for holiness. The
enemy of God and humanity ever has waged his
fight against holiness as a truth and as an experience,
for if we lose the experience, we soon shall lose the
truth. If for no other cause, this makes it neces-
sary that we bring this doctrine before our people
and before the world, constantly and with renewed
effort, again and again.

Also Brother Jude exhorts us to build up ourselves
on our most holy faith. Holiness is the one essential
material for foundation and for building, and we
must have it in every part of the structure of the
cause of holiness and the work of redemption of a
lost world back to God and to holiness. Also he re-
guests that we pray in the Holy Ghost; pray until
we have divine help in prayer and until someone
talks back to us. And to keep ourselves in the love
of God. Is not this the experience of holiness? Is
there any other experience offered in the Scriptures
where we may be kept, on the dusty highway of life,
and in constant battle with the enemy? But perfect
love will preserve us under all conditions.

Then he states, “Looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” This con-
stitutes a sure cure for backsliding, but must ever
be kept before our people of all ages and stages in
the Christian life. This can be done only by em-
phasizing and re-emphasizing this great truth.
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VI.

Holy men of old, were moved by the Holy Ghost
to write a Holy Bible, to teach us to be a holy people,
to serve a holy God, and get home to a holy heaven;
to live with the holy angels and the holy redeemed of
all ages, in the presence of a holy God forever!

This constitutes the sum and substance of our en-
tire ministry. If we are to succeed, we must em-
phasize and re-emphasize the doctrine and truth of
holiness. If we fail in this we have failed in God's
whole plan and purpose for us, as coworkers with
Him in the plan of redemption.

A charge to keep | have,
A God to glorify!
A never-dying soul to save,
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And jit it for the sky.

To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill;

0 may it all my powers engage,
To do my Master's will.

Arm me with jealous care,
As in Thy sight to live;

And O Thy servant, Lord, prepare
A strict account to give.

Help me to watch and pray,
And on Thyself rely,

Assured if | my trust betray,
I shall forever die.

The Present Crisis In the Light of Bible Prophecy.

E. Van Houghton

“And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs come
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty. Behold, I come
as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his
shame. And he gathered them together into a place
called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon” (Rev.
16:13-16).

days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of

ESUS said in Matthew 24:37, “But as the
J the Son of man be.”

As we face the present world crisis many people
are asking questions similar to the following: “Why
is the world on the verge of the most devastating
war of the ages?” “What is wrecking morals and
governments today?” “Why must nations supposedly
civilized go to war?”

A clear understanding of the prophetic side of
the Bible is necessary to have the proper outlook on
the present world situation. Without it, one is left
to grope in darkness. The prospect of another
world war causes a shudder to girdle the globe. Peace
societies of all kinds have met from time to time to
promote peace, to establish justice and good will
among the nations, yet never has the Lord of heaven
looked down upon so many men in arms.

Jesus said, “If the blind lead the blind, both shall
fall into the ditch.” When leaders of the nations are
warped spiritually it follows that they will be warped
mentally and morally. Men have failed to recognize
that back of all War there is a supernatural power.
War has not only its origin in the hearts of men but
farther back in the mind of a personality called

* Paper read at the Preachers’ Meeting- of the Cincinnati

Zone, May. 1940, by pastor of Lockland, Ohio, church.

Satan. Many today are denying that there is such
a person as Satan, and yet these same people are
puzzled over the present outlook in world conditions.
The modern revolt against God has proceeded so
far that God is virtually ignored in the capitals of
the world as well as peace conferences.

The question may rightly be raised, “lIs sanity
slipping from the civilized world?” | believe that
there are three outstanding blights that are making
havoc of things today:

1. Modernism in the pulpits and religious schools.
As | am rewriting this paper, | have just finished
talking with a minister who last night attended a re-
ligious gathering where a thousand delegates have
gathered. This body is one of the leading groups
of the old line churches. This minister was thorough-
ly disgusted with the modernism and denials of the
Bible.

2. Communism and its bed-fellows— Fascism and
Nazi-ism— controlling millions of lives.

3. Atheism, which is the fruit of the others.

When men find that they no longer believe seri-
ously that they are governed from heaven, there is
anarchy in their souls. This surely explains the
European situation today. Democracy is fast fad-
ing from the picture. The judgment of the nations
is sure to come.

Why must nations go to war? Because they have
revolted against God. The world is trying to de-
throne God and enthrone man. Some day, and it
may be soon, the world will see Satan’s masterpiece
—a human being superempowered by Satanic strength
of which the Bible calls the “man of sin,” the Anti-
christ,” “the desolator,” “the beast,” and many other
names. Modern history is utterly misinterpreted
by those who do not realize that preparations are
being made today for the greatest war in human
history.

The greatest fact of all history was the Incarna-
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tion of our Lord. The greatest revelation of the
present hour is the fact that this same Jesus who
lived among men is now acting as our High Priest
in the presence of God. The greatest event in the
future is the personal return of our Lord to the earth
again.

Perhaps no truth is more abused today than the
truth of the Second Coming of Christ. Some ridi-
cule it; some scoff at it; others ignore it, and mani-
fest no interest in it, while others bitterly oppose it.
But the opposition to this precious truth does not in
the least affect the truth. We can draw the shade
at our windows, but we succeed only in shutting out
the light from our own room. The sun will rise and
shine just the same. In spite of the fact that many
have twisted the Scriptures on the Second Coming of
Christ and have confused many, this should not stop
one from reading the Bible and finding out the
truth as it is in Jesus. Many have twisted the teach-
ing on holiness, regeneration, and the other great
doctrines of the Bible—then should we stifle our
message on these also?

Many people are attending prophetic conventions
outside of our Nazarene churches because they are
hungry for this truth. But one sad thing is that
many of these good, straight preachers on the Second
Coming are full of “Eternal Security,” which we
believe to be a very dangerous doctrine.

In the present crisis there are several outstanding
trends that are prophesied in God's Word:

There is the trend toward the world dictator- (Rev.
13:1-10). John saw a beast rise out of the sea hav-
ing seven heads and ten horns and upon his horns
ten crowns. Daniel’'s fourth beast (Daniel 7:26)
with the ten horns as shown in Daniel 7:24 and Rev.
17:12 are said to be ten kings or leaders of ten na-
tions, and gives us a picture of the last form of Gen-
tile world power. This fourth beast Daniel tells us
shall be strong as iron. When one studies Daniel’s
prophecy concerning this fourth beast it will be dis-
covered that the Roman empire fulfills this prophecy.
Fragments of the ancient Roman empire have never
ceased to exist. Today we are witnessing a revival
of the Roman empire under the dictator, Mussolini.

We know from the Scriptures that the coming
superman will arise from the revived Roman empire
(Daniel 9:26, 27; 11:23; 11:36-45). This great
leader will make a covenant with the Jews as we
read in Daniel 11:23, “And after the league made
with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come
up, and shall become strong with a small people.”
Already it is noted that the Jews in Palestine are
dissatisfied with the British protectorate and some
day they will seek a strong man to give to them their
national homeland.

As the Anti-christ revives the fourth kingdom,
making a covenant with Israel in Palestine, the great
northern confederacy comes down to take spoils
from Palestine. Then the king of the south pushes
at him while tidings out of the East (the great yel-
low peril) shall give him trouble (Daniel 11:40-44).

Let us now look at the present European and
Near East outlook. Communistic Russia and Naz-

THE PREACHER’'S MAGAZINE

istic Germany having joined hands form the northern
confederacy. Many people were surprised at this
move, since Russia was atheistic and fighting all
religion. Yet Germany has been preparing for this
unification for years. German rationalism in the
schools of religion have helped to put a painter and
paper hanger up as their God. Many years ago
American theological students went to Germany to
have the finishing touches put upon their theology
and theological training. The result is modernism
in the greater number of American pulpits.

In the 38th chapter of Ezekiel we find the prophecy
of Germany (Gomer) and Russia (Magog) forming
the northern confederacy. At present Germany is
very much in the limelight, and with lightninglike
“blitzkriegs” has overrun many of the lesser powers.
Her main adversary is England. As we were writing
this paper the news came over the radio stating that
Germany had a new invention in warfare that was
startling. It told of a German raid on a Dutch fort
containing one thousand men. When this new device
was used on the Dutch garrison, the one thousand
men quietly laid down their arms and surrendered.
Could it be possible that some type of gas or electric
wave was used to paralyze the Dutch soldiers? Also
the news told of some German device to stop the
enemy from firing their guns.

Perhaps an outstanding event in this present crisis
is that which we interpret from Ezekiel 38:9, “Thou
shalt ascend [that is go up in the air] and come like
a storm [great droves of planes], thou shalt be like
a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands,
and many people with thee.” Up to this hour Ger-
many and Russia are the only nations employing the
parachute as a means of getting behind the enemy
lines. A news report told of Germans being dropped
by parachutes into Holland, equipped with radio
sending sets to give to their own army vital positions
of the Dutch forces. You will notice this scripture
of Ezekiel 38:9 with this method of warfare refers
to the northern confederacy only. Germany and
Russia will use this same method when they come
down together to take a spoil out of Palestine.

Methods of warfare never yet dreamed of are
being and will be used in this great conflict. Electric
rays that will kill and destroy, strange gases that
will choke and blind whole communities back of the
battle lines, horrible chemicals that will eat and
destroy, guns and shells, planes run by robots and
filled with explosives will take their toll in millions
of lives. When the seals are broken as recorded in
the sixth chapter of Revelation and the horses gallop;
we are told by John the Revelator that when the
“pale” horse gallops “Death and Hell” followed with
him, and a fourth of the world’s population shall be
destroyed. Great fleets of planes carrying whole
divisions of the army have already been used by
Germany in Norway. Thus Bible prophecy marches
on to its fulfillment while the world gasps in wonder-
ment.

Since Great Britain is the leading Ally against
Germany in this present crisis, let us see what God’s
Word has to say concerning this nation. In Ezekiel
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38:13, we read, “Sheba, and Dedan, and the mer-
chants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof,
shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil?
hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey?
to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle
and goods, to take a great spoil?” Who is Tarshish?
This nation is distinguished by two characteristics:

1. It is a merchant nation.
2. It is pro-Jewish.

We believe that Tarshish is Great Britain. The
shortness of this paper will not let us prove our point
in detail, but we will say that Great Britain is known
the world over as the “Mistress of the Seas.” The
thirteenth verse of this chapter speaks of *“all the
young lions.” We know that England’s emblem is
the lion; the young lions or cubs represent the pos-
sessions of England. At this very moment England
has thousands of New Zealand and Australian troops
located at Alexandria, Egypt. This is almost within
gunshot of Palestine. Sheba and Dedan are situated
south of the Persian Gulf, opposite the British Island
of Bahrein. Now Sheba, Dedan and Bahrein are
controlled by Great Britain.

Just now may we examine a very striking passage
of scripture in Isaiah 23:1, “Howl, ye ships of Tar-
shish.”  Already Germany has played havoc with
British shipping, but the worst is yet in the future.
England, too, with all the other nations, has sinned
against God.

Again, we read in Daniel 11:40 that at the time
of the end the king of the south attacks the leader
of the revived Roman empire while the king of the
North shall come down to take a spoil.

Now to summarize this setup. Out of this conflict
will come the revived Roman empire, with the man
of sin, the Anti-christ, as the leader. The king of
the north will be Germany and Russia banded to-
gether. The king of the south will be Great Britain
and her cubs coming to help the Jews in Palestine,
after the Anti-christ has broken the covenant with
them. The final conflict is to be fought in Palestine,
not in Europe, with the kings of the East (the yellow
hordes)—see Rev. 16:12—with the above named
powers. There is no question but what the United
States will be fighting in this conflict on the side of
Great Britain. Thus the fulfillment of Rev. 16:13-
16 when the Anti-christ spirit goes forth in the whole
world to gather the nations to the battle of the great
day of God Almighty.

I do not feel | should close this paper without
mentioning this outstanding fact. Before the final
conflict sets in, a marvelous event will occur. |
refer to the Rapture of the true Church. God’s peo-
ple will not witness on earth this tragedy of tragedies,
the coming great Tribulation. Paul tells us in 2
Thess. 2:7, 8, “For the mystery of iniquity doth al-
ready work: only he who now letteth will let, until
he be taken out of the way. And then shall that
Wicked [the Anti-christ] be revealed [come to light],
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his
coming.” We know that the Holy Spirit is holding
back the revelation of the Anti-christ. When the
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Spirit is taken out of the way, the Church goes
with Him. This corresponds with 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18. In this present world crisis let us work,
pray, and preach as never before for lost souls. In
the midst of hanging clouds let us lift up the mighty
Christ who is able to save to the uttermost, and some
day bring back a conquering Christ.

Wesley*s Advice on Preaching

John King was one of the early English Methodist
preachers who came to labor in America. He ac-
complished a vast amount of good. As a pioneer of
Methodism in America his name should be held in
grateful remembrance; but he was imprudent in the
use of his voice and did not appear to know that it
is not thunder that does the execution, but the
lightning, and that bodily exercise profiteth little.

John Wesley, knowing his habits, wrote him thus:
“Scream no more at the peril of your soul. God now
warns you by me, whom He hath set over you.
Speak as earnestly as you can, but do not scream.
Speak with all your heart, but with a moderate voice.
It was said of our Lord, ‘He shall not cry.” The word
means, ‘He shall not scream.” Herein be a follower
of me as | am of Christ. | speak loudly, often
vehemently, but | never scream. 1 know it would
be a sin against God and my own soul.” Loud,
screaming preachers, take warning.—Exchange.

OR several years the church had had a |

good prayermeeting. The attendance,
while not large, was steady and the interest and
results were both very gratifying. The pastor
spent much time in planning for the midweek
prayermeeting, varying the style of lessons
given and using all available means to help
the people in their spiritual problems. After a
few years this pastor felt led of the Lord to go
to another place of labor. His successor did
not give much attention to the prayermeeting.
The faithful attendants, through loyalty, kept
coming each prayermeeting night, hoping that
their new pastor would eventually give them
something good and helpful. But, as they
were disappointed week after week, their loyalty
began to lag, and the number at the midweek
prayermeeting gradually became smaller un-
til only a few of the most loyal ones were at-
tending.

The Professor Says that the only way the
people will be convinced of the importance and
benefit of the midweek prayermeeting will be
by the interest and concern the pastor shows in
making the prayermeeting interesting, spiritual
and a means of uplift and instruction for the
people.
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BOOK CHATS
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By P. H. Lunn

From the Macmillan Co. comes a book with an interesting
title and with a worth while message, HOW to Read the Bible
by Julian Price Love ($2.00). This is not a book recom-
mended for the casual Bible reader but rather for the serious
student of the Bible. Chapter two gives some suggestions
for reading the Bible, starting with the principles of good
reading. Then it goes on to sketch some common methods
of Bible reading. This is followed by helps for reading by
units of thought. Church school teachers may glean many
good things from chapters three and four. The former deals
with “Reading a Book as a Book.” The three divisions are:
(1) The Hero Story Book, (2) Story Books of Prophets,
(3) Interpretations of Life Stories. Chapter four is entitled
“Reading a Book According to Its Story Divisions.” The
five divisions cover story units of (1) Character, (2) Oc-
casions, (3) Prophetic Visions, (4) Problems and (5) Teach-
ing. Chapter ten is really along a similar line of thought:
“Reading the Bible with Children.” Its four parts are (1)
Principles of Selection, (2) Unit Readings of the Bible for
Children, (3) Using Various Versions, (4) Bible Story Books.
The closing chapter, (twelve) is a fitting climax: “The Chal-
lenge of the Bible.” It is broken up into the following parts:
(1) The Challenge of the Bible's Unity, (2) The Challenge
of Use, (3) Each Christian Has His Own Bible, (4) The
Ultimate Purpose in Reading the Bible. It is a book of
204 pages, including a Bibliography.

Pastors and those interested in religious education will
find this a book at least above the average. <

From the Zondervan Company comes a book, Spiritual
Lessons from Literary M asters, by E. L. Weaver ($1.00).
There are twenty-two messages or addresses in each one of
which the author seeks some outstanding lesson propounded
or illustrated in the life and writings of a certain author.
The writing of such individuals as: Longfellow, Wordsworth,
Thoreau, Rosetti, Bryant, Louisa M. Alcott, Carlyle, Emer-
son, Hawthorne, Shelley and Harriet Beecher Stowe, are
included. As material for gospel sermons the Bookman does
not see in them a great deal of usable material. However
as suggestions for messages to young people or patterns for
the young people to use in their devotional services, they
are very good.

There should be a ready market for this book—The Gist
of the Bible by Alvin E. Bell (Zondervan— $1.00). This
book gives a brief but very readable analysis of the Bible
in which the meaning and messages of each book are com-
pressed into a few hundred words. This seems to be a worth
while volume for individual study or for study groups in
the Bible.

Dr. Harry Rimmer, who has established himself as one of
the foremost proponents of fundamental evangelical religion
has added another volume to the several already to his
credit. This one iS The Prayer Perfect (Revell—s$1.25).
It is of course, an exposition of the Lord’s Prayer. Dr. Rim-
mer starts with a discussion of the instinctive urge to pray.
His treatment of the subject is different from anything we
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have read on the subject. He is very thorough yet his ma-
terial sparkles with human interest. The many illustrations
are very much to the point. Dr. Rimmer's appreciation of
the intensely spiritual pattern of Christian living is apparent.
No matter how many books on the Lord’s Prayer a minister
may have, this one is sure to prove different and stimulating.

Preachers and Debts

HERE are few things that hurt the ministry

like debts which go unpaid. Too many preachers
go into debt, sometimes needlessly, and seem to
think it matters little about paying them. They grow
careless toward their debts, and as a consequence
leave a pastoral charge owing merchants and busi-
ness men, or some individual, and never straighten
the matter out. It is not right. It shows the preach-
er to be dishonest, and if this be the case the people
naturally think he is unfit for the ministry. Of all
men who should be straightforward and honest in
every particular it should be preachers of the gospel.
We have an influence that always counts for honesty
or against honesty, for or against God and righteous-
ness.

Naturally many people put confidence in a preach-
er and credit him because of his high calling, or pro-
fession, as a minister of the sacred gospel, thinking
him to be honest to hold such a sacred trust. Then
to betray that confidence is indeed very hurtful. Not
only does it hurt the preacher who is careless and dis-
honest, but it hurts, in a measure, the honest min-
ister, as some people will be afraid of him because
they lost confidence in another. However, the honest
preacher will always win out. As people come to
know him they are not afraid to trust him. Mer-
chants, business men, bankers and individuals will
credit him gladly, and will give him a helping hand
in time of need, for they know he is absolutely
straightforward and honest in every particular. How
sad that so many preachers of the gospel have made
debts and left without paying them, nor even trying
to pay them, nor trying to make satisfaction in some
way! This hurts the cause of God very much in-
deed. Many a church has suffered on account of a
pastor or evangelist making debt that he never paid.

Many honest preachers are in debt, but they al-
ways pay out if they keep able to preach, or able to
work. If they get disabled absolutely and cannot
pay that is quite different. Creditors always con-
sider this. However, there is nearly always a way
to pay a just and honest debt. We have found it
so across the years. God will help*us to do so.
“Where there is a will there is a way.” Absolute
honesty finds many a way to meet a debt, even if
one has to sacrifice and suffer to get it done. Every
preacher of the gospel should be known wherever
he goes as truly honest and dependable. This should
characterize his ministry.—Rev. W atter E. Isen-
hour, in The Wesleyan Methodist.

The prayer that begins with trustfulness, and
passes on into waiting, will always end with thankful-
ness, triumph and praise,—A, Maclaren,
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Sermon Seed

The of Christian Experi-

am crucified
nevertheless

Meaning
(Galatians 2:20). “I
with Christ [identification]:

ence

I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me [habitation]: and the life which 1
now live in the flesh | live by the faith

of the Son of God [realization], who
loved me and gave himself for me” [sub-
stitution],—L. Chinese Christian,
in Missionary Review of the World.

The Platform of the Kingdom (Mat-
thew 5:1—7:29). Note: The Citizens of
the Kingdom (5:1-16); the Ethics of the
Kingdom (5:17-48); the Ruling Principle
of the Kingdom, Spiritual Religion— (1)
at work in the observances of religion,
philanthropy, prayer, fasting (6:1-18);
(2) at work in daily life, commerce, or-
dinary living (6:19-34); The Tests of
Citizenship (7:1-23); The King's Sig-
nature (7:24-29).

HOW to Live Above Friction
pians 4:4-9). Observe the recipe: Be
cheerful, be temperate, refuse to worry,
be prayerful, think high and worthy
thoughts. Note finally that the source of
all victorious living is the peace of God
that keeps the heart and mind through
Jesus Christ.

W ang,

(Philip-

Outdoors of Evening

There is no end to the sky

And the stars are everywhere—

And time is eternity,

And the here is over there;

For the common deeds of the common
day

Are ringing the bells in the far away.

— Author Unknown.

The Breath of God's Love

The sun does not shine for a few trees
and flowers, but for the wide world's
joy. The lonely pine on the mountain
top waves its somber boughs and cries,
“Thou art my sun!” And the little
meadow violet lifts its cup of blue, and
whispers with its perfumed breath, “Thou
art my sun!” And the grain in a thousand

fields rustles in the wind, and makes
answer, “Thou art my sun!” So God
sits, effulgent in heaven, not for a

favored few, but for the universe of life;
and there is no creature so poor or so
low that he may not look up with a
childlike confidence, and say, “My Fa-
ther, Thou art mine!”—Henry W ard

Beecher.

Steadfast Christians

Amos R. Wells once related the story
of a strange clock in an old New York
City residential district. The hands of
the clock moved in the most erratic man-
ner, each seemingly without respect to the
other and neither of them with any re-
spect to the time of day. Suspecting that
the clock might be used as a signal for
wrongdoers, the police began to watch it.
At length they raided the place and
found in a garage attached no less than
thirty stills.

The marks of a true Christian are a
steady life on which both God and man
can depend. Even godless men expect
something from Christians; they depend
on them. Erratic behavior creates im-
mediate suspicion.

Truth Never Dies
Truth never dies. The ages come and go;
The mountains wear away; the seas
retire;
Destruction lays earth’s mighty cities low;
And empires, states and dynasties ex-
pire;
But caught and handed onward by the
wise,
Truth never dies!—setected.

Meditation on First Corinthians
Thirteen

A very effective message was brought
to the adult department of First Church
of the Nazarene, Kansas City, Missouri,
recently by Mr. Wellington E, Davis, who
for many years served there as Sunday
school superintendent.  After the con-
gregation had joined in reading responsive-
ly the'thirteenth chapter of First Corin-
thians, Mr. Davis spoke as follows:

Sitting alone in quiet meditation let us
listen to the echo of what we have just
read as our church speaks back to us as
her members. Listen.

“Though | sing with the voice of a
wonderful organ, well trained choir,
trio, quartet and solo, and have no souls
at my altars I am become a sounding
brass and a tinkling cymbal.

“Though | have the gift of understand-
ing prophecy in its relations to the signs
of the times, wars, rumors of wars, earth-
quakes and earthly commotions; and
though | am absolutely right in my be-
lief in the Second Coming of my Lord
and have no seekers for salvation I am
nothing.

“Though | have great faith so that my
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friends and members are prospered
physically and temporally and moun-
tains are removed at my command at
home and abroad, and yet no souls find
Christ within my walls, I am nothing.

“And though | bestow much goods to
help the poor, and though | pay all my
bills promptly, though my budgets, gen-
eral, district and local are paid in full—
and my altars are barren, it profiteth me
nothing.

“Though | am privileged to entertain
the District Superintendents, missionaries
and the General Board, and am able to
do it royally, and yet have no penitents’
tears shed at my altars, no shouts of new-
born souls within my sacred walls, then
I have become a virtually useless member
of the great group of Nazarene churches
throughout the land.

“1 fear if 1 have no revivals that the
Master will say at that great day ‘These
ought ye to have done and not to have
left the other undone.””

Finally can’'t you hear our church say:

“O my dear members! May | in some
way put this burden upon your hearts
and minds! Will you not pray our Fa-
ther that this year shall be a time when
all of us shall have the joy of bringing
others into His kingdom?”

The Greatness of Humble Tasks

“l long to accomplish a great and
noble task; but it is my chief duty and
joy to accomplish humble tasks as though
they were great and noble. The
world is moved along, not only by the
mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by
the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each
honest worker.”— Heten Keller.

Missionaries and the War in China

The Chinese of every religion are
saying that the missionaries, because they
have stayed in China in her crisis, because
they have saved so many of her people’s
lives at the daily risk of their own, be-
cause they have been a spiritual backbone
to the whole country, have done more
toward strengthening Christianity and
the Christian way of life in China dur-
ing these last two and a half years than
in all the hundred and more years since
the first missionaries set foot on Chinese
soil.

The Chinese people the nation over are
looking at the Christians with new eyes.
They are saying to themselves, “This
Christianity really seems to work. The
Christians are doing heroic things for us.
They have become our leaders. These
people actually practice what they preach.
It is incredible!”—Joy in the
Federal Council Bulletin.

Homer,

Investment

Five cents for gum may stretch your
jaw muscles but contract your dollar. Five
cents for Missions may contract your
jaw muscles, but may work miracles in

Permanent
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through fingertips, through eyes and hands and feet;
where Jesus exhibited it.”—Oswald Chambers.

Where the Christ life is lived out by the indwelling Holy
Ghost over the bodily avenues of the human being, the clay
not only glorifies its Maker, but the Christ life thus being lived
glorifies the vessel of clay itself, even the physical body.

2. In the day of resurrection.

a. Our bodies are realities .with eternal destinies, and that
along with the soul and spirit.

The destiny of the human body is eternal
29; and Daniel 12:2).

Whatever the destiny of the spirit is, so will be that of the
body. And whatever the destiny of the body is, so will it
be for the spirit of man.

b. Thus the possibility of a literal eternal heaven and hell.

The glorified body awaits the saint. The resurrected sinful
body of damnation awaits the sinner.

3. In the day of Judgment.

If clay can serve and glorify its Maker, surely there is no
excuse for the spirit. “Ye shall judge angels,” says Paul. The
judgment day will reveal to the fallen angels the fact that a
lesser being embodied in the clay of the earth has glorified the
God that they, as greater beings, have refused to serve. God
will thus condemn all demons and fallen spirits by means of
redeemed men and women who, in a body of clay, glorified
the Maker of the same. This is some of the future glory of
the body of the Christian saint. What shall we say, then, of
the man or woman who offers the body as an excuse for
sinning? Methinks God will cause to stand alongside of all
such, a Christian whose body was filled with the Holy Ghost,
and truly glorified Him in gaining full victory over sin in the
flesh.

And all this, Paul says, “That the excellency of the power
may be of God, and not of us.”

every-

(See John 5:28,

Conclusion

1. The great question for each of us is, “Have | given my
body to God as a temple of the Holy Ghost, or do | dishonor
it by sin?”

2. What infinite treasures we have in earthen vessels! “There-
fore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s.” For “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall
God destroy.”

EVENING SERVICE
God's Definition of a Fool
Scripture— Psalm 14:1-4.
Text—Fo00ls make a mock of sin (Proverbs 14:9).

Introduction

1. Some definitions are important.

Fool—one who reasons incorrectly. “One who pursues a
course contrary to the dictates of wisdom.”—W ebster.

Mock—to deride, or hold in derision. To consider of little
importance.

Sin—the wilful transgression of God's law.

2. We mock only those things which we consider of little
importance; therefore what one will mock depends upon his
state of mind, yea, his intrinsic character.

3. God says, “Fools make a mock of sin.”
mock sin?

How do they

I. They Mock God's Attitude toward Sin

1. They say since God is love, surely He will not punish.
Adam played the fool and listened to the devil’s lie and mocked
God’s attitude toward sin.

2. Or they think God will surely make an exception of them
and overlook their sin.

3. But God hates sin.
sin.

He saw to it that many were punished for sin. Sin is
subversive to God’'s kingdom, and He can but hate it.

Not the sinner, of course, but the
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God sent His Son to put away sin.

4. The soul that sinneth shall die.
Il. They Mock ItS Character

1. Many people wink at sin. They say, “It really isn't so
bad.” A friend of mine once said in regard to her children’s
sins, “Oh, well, they have no sins but what they will outgrow.”
Being interested in the nature of sin, | observed that her chil-
dren did not outgrow their evil habits.

2. Some people even go so far as to think there are some
sins which are fashionable and respectable. But, sin is de-
fiance of God. It is a wonder that He stays the death sentence
over the sinner so long as He does sometimes.

4. Sin is a habit that only the power of Jesus can break.

5. Sin is a habit that grows on one at a tremendous rate and
becomes a tremendous force in one’s life.

The man who had taken a young boa constrictor for his
pet soon found that his pet became his destroyer.

Ill. They Mock lts Effects

1. Sin destroys moral judgment.
interpretation of values.
able to detect evil.

2. Sin destroys conscience. A man on the street corner was
swearing before a group of ladies, and when reprimanded by
another was utterly unaware of the manner of language he
was using, it had become so habitual with him. Sin brings
one eventually to the place where he has no qualms of con-
science for flagrant sins.

3. Sin destroys one’'s moral integrity. It results in a per-
verse nature. Its fruition is a heart set to do evil continually.

4. Sin destroys the physical body. We shall reap what we
sow. Could I stand on the highest peak of the Rockies and
shout one message around the world it would be this, “What-
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Wasted vital
force means physical wreckage. A young man lay dying of
typhoid fever (the doctor’s diagnosis said it was). But he
was dying of sin and dissipation, so all who knew him realized.
He lacked the vitality to resist the fever and fight his way
back to health.

5. Sin damns the soul in separating it eternally from God
(Cf. Isa. 59:2).

Do not be fooled!

It involves one in a wrong
It blinds one so that soon he is un-

IV. They Mock ItS Rewards

1. This is evidenced by the long chances they take in hopes
of escaping hell.

2. Many are possessed with the idea that they will some-
how get by. But be sure your sins will find you out.

3. Some mock the rewards of sin by unbelief, when they
deny the fact of hell and divine retribution.

4. Sin brings everlasting punishment for the impenitent. The
sin principle is eternal, so also is its punishment.

5. Sin brings an eternal separation from God and all good.
You cannot hope to arrive in heaven by going continually
in the direction of hell. Nor can one spend eternity with God
by choosing sin.

6. Sin brings eternal remorse. For one’'s foolishness. For
one’s treatment of eternal values. Jesus referred to the re-
ward of sin as weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth.

Conclusion

1. Here “The Fool's Prayer,” by E. R. Sill, may be quoted
effectively.

2. Closing illustration:

The king gave a staff to his fool one day saying, “When you
see a bigger fool than yourself, give him the staff.” Years
later the king was on his death bed. He called in his fool
and told him that he was going on a long journey to a far
country. Said the fool, “Then perhaps you have engaged hotel
reservations ahead.”

“No,” said the king, “l1 haven't.”

“Then you must be taking with you a large sum of gold,”
the fool replied.

“No,” was the king’'s answer, “where | am going they will
not honor my gold, it is of no value there,”
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“Then you must be taking with you a large retinue of at-
tendants,” said the fool.

“Ah, no, I must go, and go alone.”

“Surely, then,” the fool continued, “you must have many,
many friends whither you are going.”

But the king replied, “No, I have none.
I am acquainted with there.”

“Then why not postpone your going?” the fool again ques-
tioned. To which the king again in mournful tones replied,

“Would that I could, sir fool, but my time has come and
I must go.”

“Then pray tell me what preparation you have made for
this journey?” came the fool's final answer.

“None, none whatsoever. Though | knew | should have to
go, and though | intended to make preparation some time, yet
I delayed and now it is too late.”

“Hal Ha!” cried the fool, “Here take the staff you gave me.
You are a bigger fool than I.”

Thus do many in this life play the fool mocking at sin and
failing to prepare for the hereafter until all hope of salvation
is lost.

3. Do not play the fool.
of sin and give you deliverance.

There is no one

Accept Him now!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 1940
MORNING SERVICE
Who May Receive the Holy Ghost?

Scripture— John 14:15-27.

Text— Whom the world cannot receive (John 14:17).
Introduction

1. The text is one of the “inexorable cannots of Christ.”

2. There are some things that are spiritual impossibilities.
Jesus recognized them and told us of them. To sanctify a
worldling is one of them.

3. The world cannot receive the Holy Ghost.

Says Adam Clarke, “By the world Jesus means souls un-
regenerated by the Holy Spirit.”

This is a death blow to Zinzindorfianism, or the “Get sanc-
tified at conversion theory.”

The worldling is no candidate for the baptism with the
Holy Ghost.

Notice some reasons for Christ’'s statement:

I. The Holy Spirit IS a Gift of God

1. We do not give gifts to rebels. The demands of the
divine government upon rebellious sinners is to throw down
all weapons and surrender; suing for pardon on the merits
of the atonement of Jesus.

2. Personal sinning must cease before we can receive Him. .

a. The Holy Ghost does not take up His abode in the
heart of a sinner.

b. God does not give His power to the enemies of His
kingdom.

3. If, therefore, we are to receive the gift of God, we must
meet the conditions for its reception, namely, repentance and
the renewal of the Holy Ghost. We must be God’s child to
receive the Father’s gift.

1. 1t (Luke 11j 13)

1. We must be heirs before we receive the family legacy.
We must be born of the Spirit and adopted into the family
of God before we can claim the promise of the Father.
Illustration— Just any child cannot make claims upon me as
its father. There must be the family relationship established
first.

2. “God heareth not sinners” (John 9:31). The only prayer
on the part of sinners He has promised to hear is one of peni-
tence. How then can they ask Him for the greatest of all
His benefits, the Holy Ghost?

3. It is the promise of the Father. If you are not His child
it is not for you until you are first made so.

IS a Family Affair

Jesus tonight can break the power
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IIl. The Holy Spirit Has a D ifferent
World From That to the Church

1. His work is to condemn and convince the world of sin,
of unbelief, and of righteousness.

Conviction and regeneration are distinctly His work to the
sinner.

He abides only in the hearts of consecrated believers.

2. The Holy Spirit is given especially for the Church. “I
will send him unto you,” says Jesus (John 16:17). Christ died
to sanctify the Church, not sinners (Eph. 5:25-27). Sanctifica-
tion, or the baptism with the Holy Ghost is essential equipment
of the Church.

3. The Church is given especially to minister to the world.
The Holy Spirit must evangelize the world through the
Church. The Church is the body through which the Holy
Ghost seeks contact with the world.

God has said to the Church, “Ye are the temples of the
Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 3:16).

4. The work of conviction of the Spirit is different to the
world from what it is to the church or the believer.

It is only the believer that is capable of conviction (in its
full sense) for holiness and cleansing.

Sinners are convicted of actual sins and rebellion for re-
pentance and regeneration.

5. The work of faith is different in believers from that in
sinners.

a. How shall one receive that which He neither sees nor
knows? Cf. the text: “Seeth him not neither knoweth him.”
But to the Church, “But ye know him,” etc.

Compare the twelve Ephesian believers who said, “We have
not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.” “Faith
cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”

b. They seek God on a different basis. When a sinner seeks
God, he has an idea of a desired change in relationship, but
when a believer seeks sanctification he has as his purpose a
change of condition. Justification is for the sinner. It has
to do with relationship. Sanctification is for believers, that is,
Christians. It has to do with inner conditions.

c. They must present themselves to God on a different
basis. A child of the devil cannot be consecrated to God. He
must first become God’s child before he can consecrate himself
to God.

d. Specific faith can be exercised only for a specific promise
of the Father.

The Word of God makes it plain who may receive the Holy
Ghost.

6. Finally, this is true because sin is different and twofold
in its aspects.

Actual sin incurs guilt. This must be forgiven in order that
reconciliation become effective.

Inbred sin carries depravity. For this we are not responsible,
therefore it requires, not forgiveness, but cleansing.

M inistry to the

IV. Hence, the Unequivocal Truth of TWO Works of Grace

One for the sinner, the other for the believer-Christian.

1. Every born-again believer-child of God should at once
become a candidate for cleansing.

See it! Consecrate for it! Believe for it!

2. Thus Christ used two different Greek prepositions when
speaking thus to the disciples: para, with, described their con-
dition at the time He spoke; en, in, described their condition on
the day of Pentecost when the Spirit had actually taken up
His abode within them.

In John 20:22; Jesus said to the disciples, “Receive YE,” etc.
And Paul's statement to the believers at Ephesus was, “Have
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?”

3. We are commanded, therefore, to go on to perfection
(Heb. 6:1).

4. We cannot escape this statement of Christ.
fooled—you did not get it all at once!

Do not be

Conclusion

1. If you are of the world your obligation is repentance.
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2. If you are a child of God, your privilege and command
is sanctification.

3. Since holiness is imperative to heaven, how important
that we get located spiritually and be definite in our relation-
ship with God!

EVENING SERVICE
The King's Dying Words to His Son, or, A Solemn

Charge to Believers

T ext— 1 Chronicles 28:9, 10.

1. The dying farewell of a loved one is full of significance:
It is indicative of the most important consideration in the
mind of its author. It is filled with meaning for the one to
whom it is given. How we cherish the last words of a dying
loved one.

2. David’s charge to Solomon might well be taken as a
solemn charge to all who seek eternal life and success.

Consider the setting and background of the text.

Consider the present day significance of it.

I. Here IS Knowledge Supreme

1. Knowledge of the infinite God.

a. The highest of spiritual knowledge comes through per-
sonal knowing of God.

Many know only of or about God.

1, too, know about President Roosevelt, but yet |
know him.

b. This knowledge involves us
highest of spiritual relationships.

c. Here God is spoken of as the “God of thy father.”

He was the God of the patriarchs of old.

Blessed is the parent who can say this.

2. This must be a personal knowledge. “Know thou.”

a A second-hand knowledge here is not sufficient. There
must be communion with, and love toward God personally.

b. Do you know God personally?

Has He done something for you?

Are you on full speaking terms with Him?

All barriers swept away?

To know Him fully is to love Him!

To know Him fully is to commit yourself to Him fully and
without any reserve.

do not

in the most sacred and

Il. Here IS Service Supreme

1. Serve Him with a perfect heart.

a. This is Christian perfection.

A perfection of the qualities and attitudes of the heart.

b. This is God’s standard of service.

Pure motives, perfect love, full allegiance.

There is no greater service, even though one’s acts be ever
so insignificant.

Works of service aside from this are impure and selfish,
scarcely worthy the name of service.

c. Note, it is perfection of heart and not of the head. You
may make mistakes in judgment but God can overrule those
mistakes if your heart motives are pure.

And if the heart is perfect the head is less apt to be in
error.

2. And a willing mind.

a. Such a mind readily consents to the revealed will of God,
and the revealed truth of God.

There is no inveighing against the truth and
which God has given.

Consider this relative to:

Eternal security.

Sin and man’s need of repentance.

Depravity and man’s need of cleansing.

b. Willing service is the only true service.

It is a service of love and not of compulsion.

The child may be compelled by its parent to do certain
duties, but this is not service.

revelation
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God does not compel us to serve, He rather seeks to make
us willing.

3. To refuse this service is only to incur a slavery of Satan.
1. IS the Searcher of Hearts

1. He searches right now.

He knows your attitude even while I am speaking to you.

2. He will search all hearts at the judgment day.

There every secret thing will be revealed.

3.  He understands all the imaginations of the thoughts.

Your very thoughts are open and revealed before Him.

God is the Supreme Mind Reader.

4. The thoughts, the inventions and motives of the heart
and brain are continually weighed and evaluated by God.

If your heart be perfect He knows it. Likewise if it be im-
perfect.

If your mind be unwilling He knows that too.

Just as the Army Aviation Corps has great searchlights for
its work, so God the Holy Ghost is the searchlight of heaven
here tonight.

God

IV. God's Attitude IS Determined by and IS Contingent
Upon Our Own

1. “If thou seek him he will be found of thee.”

a. God never hides from the seeking heart.

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found.”

“If thou seek him with the whole heart he will be found
of you.”

b. It is man who invariably hides from God.

Thus did our first parents in the Garden.

So men seek to hide and run from God today.

c. Blessed promise of salvation is this.

Sadhu Sundar Singh found peace in Christianity and Christ
after having sought through the religions of India for it.

2. “But if thou forsake him he will cast thee off forever.”

a. The forsaking always starts with man.

God has promised, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

Yet man by forsaking God may eventually become a
castaway.

b. Here is the danger of reprobation.

Do not take chances on crossing the deadline of God's
mercy.

Consider the last days of Solomon.

“His wives turned away his heart from serving the Lord.”

What utter tragedy!

And that notwithstanding his Father’'s solemn warning in
this very scripture.

Remember what Paul said, “Lest | become a castaway.”

Consider the casting off of Judas Iscariot.

He was not a victim of circumstances but the architect of
his own destiny.
- Recall what Jesus said about casting “the unprofitable serv-
ant into outer darkness.”

c. Beware of forsaking God.

Do not run from Him but to Him.

Ittustration— T he efficient horse trainer, in teaching the

horse to come to him and follow him about without the need
of halter; uses both a whip and the sugar lump. |In case the
then he

whenever the horse comes to his master as bidden he receives

hcrse turns and starts to run away, uses the whip,
the sugar lump.

3. God responds to our state of mind and heart.

We determine His bearing to us, in a very real sense. God
is to us just what we make Him in our own actions and at-
titudes (Cf. 2 Chron. 15:2; Ezra 8:22).

What about your present attitude toward God?

Only as we repent and believe do we take an attitude that
enables God to help us.

Conclusion

1. Take heed now!

Now is the time to give heed to such a warning.

Now is the day of salvation.

Now these things are taking place.
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Turn now from sin, impenitence, unbelief and forsaking of
God, lest that be your final portion forever.

2. God has chosen you to build Him a sanctuary.

Beware lest you build a rendezvous for Satan and his imps
instead.

Build God a holy dwelling place
heart.

3. It will take courage on your part now to meet God’'s con-
ditions.

Therefore “Be strong, and do it.”

in the garden of your

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 1940
MORNING SERVICE
Identification with Christ, or, The Reason for the World’s
Antagonism to Christians

Scripture— John 7:2-9; 15:18-27; 17:14; Matt. 5:11, 12;
Acts 5:40-42; and 1 Peter 2:19, 20.
T ext— The world cannot hate you (John 7:7).

Introduction

Here we have another of the “inexorable cannots of Christ.”
They are challenging and interesting.

Are you somewhat surprised at the text? It is true! Even
though most people feel that the world is very capable of
hating them. There are two contending forces in our universe:
The World and the Church.

The World in Christ's language is the aggregate of godless
men.

The Church has reference only to those,who are born again
and chosen out of the world.

Consider:

I. The World's Hatred for Godliness

1. The reason Christ incurred the hatred of the world is
the testimony He bore of its moral character.

The godless are the dupes of Satan.

To be informed of such a fact is what the world hates.

2. The world hates Christ because His life and character con-
demn that of the world.

His testimony has uncovered its sin.

3. In hating Christ the world hated also the Father.

4. The world’s hatred for Christ culminated in His cross.

Il. TO Be Identified with Christ Is to Incur the Hatred
of the W orld

1. The world loves its own.

Simple logic declares that to be true.

Sin hates purity, love and righteousness; but loves its own
nature and self.

Good and evil are at eternal warfare.

2. If you would discover the sting of the world’s hatred,
become identified with Christ. Renounce worldliness. Cry out
against sin and injustice. You will see the flash of its venom
then.

When you become identified with Christ’'s passion for purity
and rebuke the sin of those about you, then comes the hatred
of the world.

3. When you refuse to worship at the feet of the prince of
this world, then he inspires his subjects to hate you.

Yet it is not you, but Christ and the Christ life within you
that they hate.

Christ sent His disciples out as sheep among wolves.

4. Only when we show real evidence of loving another world
better than this, does the world come to hate us.

a. To love God supremely is to become the avowed enemy
of this sinful world.

b. To love the world is to be God’'s enemy (1 John 2:15-
17; James 4:4).

What is meant by this love of the world?

God does not condemn the love of nature and beauty.

God does not condemn the love of mankind after a godly
sort which love exhibits itself-in a concern for the lost. But
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God does condemn the love of the spirit, the purpose, and sin-
ful pleasures of this world.

C. If, therefore, the world loves you, the reason is because
you are of it and the world loves its own.

5. And yet the average Christianity of our age deserves
little antagonism by the world and receives less.

Oh for a vital Christianity that characterized the martyrs
of the early church.

The world vented its hatred upon them in the persecutions
of the lion’s tooth and the tiger's claw.

The challenge comes to us today to be “out-and-out” for
Christ.

I1tustrations

What made the Jews hate Stephen and gnash upon him with
their teeth?

Was it not because of his stem rebuke in Acts 7:51, 52?

And because his face shone like that of an angel?

What made the world hate Paul and stone him and hound
him for his very life?

Why those imprisonments?

One sentence explains it all!

“1 am crucified with Christ,” or again, “lI have suffered the
loss of all things that I might win Christ.”

Yea, it lies in His very title, “Paul, the apostle of Jesus
Christ.”

Thus, too, he could say, “I bear in my body the marks of
the Lord Jesus.”

Consider also the disciples in Acts 5:40-42.

IIl. What, Then, Shall Be the Christian's Attitude in
Response ?

1. Let us not try to conciliate the world by compromise.

Let not the clearness of our testimony be diminished once
by the world’s unwillingness to receive it.

Let the persecution of the world drive us only to a greater
and more outspoken identification with Jesus.

2. It is consoling to know that the world’s hatred for us will
be only in proportion to our faith and holiness, therefore, in-
stead of being troubled at the prospect of persecution, let us
rejoice (Matt. 5:11, 12; 2 Tim. 3:12; John 15:18-20).

Let us leap for joy as did Peter and John (Acts 5:41).

3. Let us be careful that it is indeed Christ in us that men
hate and not ourselves and our own weaknesses, inconsistencies,
or hypocrisy (Cf. 1 Peter 2:19, 20 here).

Let us .be sure it is persecution that we
mere bufferings for our faults.

4. Therefore, do not be all the time feeling sorry for your-
self as is the manner of some.

After all, it is not you they fight, but Christ in you.

Consider the text again here.

incur and not

Conclusion

1. How comforting are the words of Christ!

2. Only as we are identified with Christ here can we fellow-
ship Him hereafter.

3. Are you identified with Christ? Then the world cannot
hate you. And, remember, in all the thrusts of the world’'s
hatred you must bear it patiently for Jesus’ sake, knowing that
“Our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

EVENING SERVICE

The Sheepherder’'s Warning, or,
Inevitable

Preparing for the

Scripture— Amos 4:6-13.

T ext— Prepare to meet thy God (Amos 4:12).
Introduction

1. “The sheepherder’'s warning.”

a. Amos the herdsman of Tekoa.

A natiVe of the southern kingdom preaching in the northern
kingdom of Bethel.

Consider Amaziah's remonstrance and Amos’ response; not
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a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but called of God from
herding to preaching.

b. Our message tonight is that of Amos.

2. The disaster of 1914 was the unpreparedness of the Allied
forces vs. German preparedness.

The disaster of modern times is not military but spiritual.

The coming of the Lord draweth nigh and but few are pre-
pared to meet Him.

3. Therefore Hear our message to you tonight, “Prepare to
meet thy God.”

I. God and M an Must Surely Meet Some Time

Since both are personalities.

Since God is Creator and man is creature.

Since God is the Giver and man the receiver.

Since God is Lord and man is the steward.

1. God has ever been seeking to meet man as friend and
companion. He seeks a trysting place with each man.

a. Throughout man’s history.

In the Garden of Eden it was so.

In the case of Enoch it was so.

He met with Moses on Mount Sinai.

He met with Abraham.

He met Elijah and spoke to him.

b. In the case of Jesus.

He met men and had compassion upon them. “Come unto
me,” “Follow me,” etc., were His words. He revealed His
glory unto the three on the Mount of Transfiguration.

c. He seeks a meeting and reckoning with each of us in
life.

That we might be reconciled to Him.

That He might deliver us from sin.

2. Man, on the other hand, has been continually evading
this meeting with God.

a. Men run from God nowadays.

Endeavoring to stamp out the consciousness of God, His
love and His call.

Thus they often prefer carousals to communion.

They avoid the church and the means of grace to escape
conviction for sins.

Knowing God’s will and way, they rush madly on in their
own.

b. Man has endeavored to drive God out of existence.

By argument and false philosophy.

c. Because of unbelief men are skeptical about ever meeting
Him. They doubt His existence and authority.

d. Many hope to escape Him through life and thus for-
ever.

3. Yet their meeting is inevitable.

a. The facts are, we must meet God in spite of the fact that
we may have done all this to escape Him.

b. He is inescapable.

The fact of Christ is universal.
thing with Him.

Now in this life.

“Whither shall 1 go from his presence?”

God sees and calls, though we turn Him ever a deaf ear.

In the life to come.

An accounting day is coming for the deeds done
body.

Death and the judgment are certain (Hebrews 9:27).

Your spirit will meet Him at death.

All will meet Him at the judgment.

4. What will be the nature of that meeting?

a. What do you suppose you will think of at that meet-
ing?

Sins unforgiven?

Deeds of rejection of God and His mercy?

Or a glorious personal salvation through His Son?

b. That man and God might have a common meeting ground,
Jesus died on the cross to make reconciliation.

On that basis God may forgive.

All are obliged to do some-

in the
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On that basis man may seek pardon and forgiveness.

c. God seeks to meet all in Jesus.

To really meet Jesus once is to want to be like Him.

Have you ever met Him face to face?

Then what have you done about it?

Did you surrender to Him or reject Him?

d. God has left it to man’s decision as to what their final
meeting shall be like.

But remember, He will not forget sins that are unforgiven
(see Amos 8:7).

Do not take it for granted your sins are forgiven if you have
never repented or asked forgiveness.

Only when God forgives does He forget.

Il. Since Man Must Meet God, Preparation IS Necessary
for that Meeting

1. In order that one might meet Him in peace.

“No peace, saith God, to the wicked.”

“There is an innate desire in the human heart to meet God
in peace, but there is absolutely no hope for any soul that
fails in the required preparation.”— C. H. Holden.

2. Because man in his natural condition is not fit for
heaven (Matt. 5:8).

Heaven itself would be the worst hell for the soul that
might enter there unprepared. Consider the case of the saloon
keeper who, thinking he was on a boat where a beer drinking
party was going to be featured, discovered he had taken the
wrong boat and was on one that carried a Sunday school
group on a chartered picnic instead. The entire day was
torment to him.

Nothing sinful or unclean can enter heaven (Rev. 21:27).

You must get rid of sin and the sin principle before you
are prepared for heaven.

3. What is that necessary preparation?

Repentance.

Forgiveness of sins and regeneration.

You must have on the wedding garment, which is holiness.

Watchfulness.

Faithfulness.

To this end give heed to the Word and the voice of the
Spirit (Psalm 119:9; Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 1:22, 23).

Thorough readiness for His coming again.

4. The time for preparation: NOW!!

The command of the text is present tense.

Let us practice the Boy Scout motto: “Be Prepared.”

To keep this we must prepare today without delay.
crastination brings disaster.

The greatest disaster is that day spoken of in Rev. 6:17.
And all because of the prevailing unpreparedness.

Why will they cry for the rocks and the mountains? One
answer. They are unprepared.

Yet no one expects to meet God unprepared.
prepare some time.

Life is the time God has given us for that preparation. But
life is, oh, so uncertain!

5. To meet God unprepared is eternal disaster.

Queen Elizabeth of England cried on her death bed, “All
my possessions for one moment of time.”

Saul of Israel met him thus, crying,
from me and answereth me no more.”

Judas Iscariot met Him thus. Rushed into the presence of
God uncalled with the blood of His Son on his hands.

Many today are meeting God still unprepared.

Damnation follows in the path of unpreparedness.

Pro-

All expect to

“God has departed

Conclusion

1. Amos’ prophecy was rejected but it came true neverthe-
less. The earthquake came in two years and the Captivity
soon followed.

2. Listen to the voice that calls thee, “Prepare to meet thy
God.”

The voice of wisdom says, “Prepare to meet thy God.”

The voice of eternity cries, “Prepare to meet thy God.”
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The voice of the ages of time speaks, “Prepare to meet thy
God.”

Conscience cries out, “Prepare to meet thy God.”

A voice from the glory world cries, “Prepare to meet thy
God!”

A wail from the confines of the damned shrieks, “Prepare to
meet thy God.”

3. Here one may quote effectively the poem by Gertrude
Manly Jones, entitled, “Some Other Day,” or the following:
“Tomorrow,” he promised his conscience; “Tomorrow | mean

to believe;

Tomorrow I'll think as | ought to; tomorrow my Savior re-

ceive ;

Tomorrow

away.”

Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow—till youth like a vision was

gone;

Till age and his passions had written the message of fate on

his brow;
And forth from the shadows came Death with the pitiless
syllable “NOW!”

4. How does this hour find you, my friend?

Thank God it is one in which you may prepare to meet your
God ! Act now!

I'll conquer the habits that hold me from heaven

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 1940
MORNING SERVICE
Christianity in the Crucible
Scriptures—Job 13:15; Rev. 2:10; 21:7; 1 John 5:4.

T ext— Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us (Romans 8:37).

Opposite this text in the margin of my Bible | have pen-
ciled in this memorable statement and comment on this verse
by Oswald Chambers, namely, “Out of the wreck I rise.”

Christianity is a religion of- crises. It is especially adapted to
meet the need of the Christian in a crisis, and it begins in
the experience of the Christian with a crisis. To begin with
we have that great experiential crisis known as conversion,
which is preceded by another crisis of genuine repentance and
godly sorrow for sin and accompanied by a further crisis known
as regeneration in which the divine life is miraculously im-
parted to the believing penitent. This is followed, wherever
Christianity is allowed to take its normal course, but a second
crisis of heart cleansing subsequent to conversion and con-
ditioned upon the crisis of confession of depravity and consecra-
tion completely to the whole will of God. Again, wherever
Christianity goes it forces the issue in regard to human loy-
alties. The reason is, Christ himself forces the issue every-
where. He says to every person, “Choose ye this day whom
ye will serve.” Moreover, Christianity is adequate to meet
the need of the human heart in times of emergency.

The word “crucible” is defined by Webster as a melting pot.
A place where precious ores and metals are refined and purified.
Webster gives another definition for the word “crucible,” how-
ever, which seems more appropriate to our subject. He de-
fines it as a “severe test or trial.”

And so today we have Christianity in the crucible. God
will see to it that the dross is burned away from Christianity
by putting the Christian himself in the crucible. Daniel's
prophetic vision of these last days is, “Many shall be purified,
made white, and tried.” This seems to be the thing that is
taking place in the present days’ crisis in which Christianity
finds herself. Hypocrites and mere professors cannot, as it
were, stand the heat and the pressure to which Christianity
is being subjected. Thus they will drop any affiliation with the
church in the supreme test about to come. Christianity will
be tried and found wanting. But in the midst of it all Daniel
had another vision which tells us, “The people that do know
their God shall be strong, and do exploits.” What a promise!
Therefore the great test of one’s Christianity is what it d°es
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for him in a crisis. It is easy to be religious when every-
thing is going well, but what about the day of reverses? These
reverses are the things that really test our Christianity.

Let Us Look at the Present Day Crisis por a Moment.
We find ourselves in a day when the providential judgments
of God are falling upon a world of God forgetting, God defy-
ing men and women. Jesus revealed to His beloved disciples
that in the end of the age God will even allow His enemies
to destroy one another in order to prepare the way for the
King of kings and Lord of lords. The elements of nature are
being tremendously disturbed. On the earth we see distress
of nations with the war clouds hanging low on every hand.
These days are days of economic distress also. Spiritually speak-
ing, the spirit of the Antichrist is manifesting itself on every
hand. Lawlessness and irreligion seem to be the latest things
in law and ethics. In the midst of it all the question arises,
“What has Christianity to offer in the present crisis?”

In the first place let me suggest that Nothing But Genuine

Christianity Will Ever Stand the Test op Our Day. The

heat is becoming too terrific for a sham. For many people (if

not in this land surely in others) awaits the martyr's crown

and the “baptism of blood” (of which the Bible speaks) if they
would be true and not deny their Lord and Christ. The great

question for each of us in this day is, “Am 1 willing to give

my blood for the testimony of Him who gave His blood for
me?” God is forcing the issue between the true and the false.

Even now the war in the spiritual realm is waging between

right and wrong. We face the burning question of our per-

sonal allegiance to our faith.
The

Let us not forget that a sinning

Our family relationship is be-

ing determined. lines are becoming more closely drawn.
religion

Now | am not a pessimist for | realize as | consider such a
picture that on the basis of God’'s Word, out of the wreck-
age of such an age will rise the kingdom of God. All human
systems are being tried and found wanting. Communism has
been found wanting, in that it ruthlessly disregards the value
of human personality. The same may be said for Fascism.
Even Democracy as a system will fail for it makes room
for the corruption it cannot avoid. God never planned that
sinners should rule the world. His plan for mankind in the
beginning was that He himself should rule the world through
those who are completely His. Only the Divine Theocracy
makes possible the highest realization of the highest good for
all.

Therefore we contend that Christianity Alone Meets the
Such a Crisis, for
it alone offers to man both a life and experience of deliverance.
First, it offers deliverance from sin, both actual and inborn.
Sin is suicide and self-destruction. While it strives for self-
realization and self-worship it loses the true self by a rejec-
tion of God. Only deliverance from all sin is a true deliver-
ance. Second, it offers deliverance from disaster by a God who
marks the sparrow’s fall, clothes the lilies of the field, and
numbers the hairs of our heads. Thus Christianity cries out
in triumph, “He careth for you, why worry?” Or again,
“Fear not him that is able to destroy the body, but rather
fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Or in the words of our text, “Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him that loved us.” So we
say, in the third place, Christianity offers a personal deliver-
ance to the Christian in the midst of trials. We are not prom-
ised immunity from troubles as a Christian. Oh, no! Nor are
we promised that we shall never be tempted. Temptations are
common and peculiar to the sanctified. God wants a tried and
tested people. But in every furnace of affliction the Chris-
tian has the promise that there shall be a Fourth One like
unto the Son of God who shall walk by our side and see that
the fire does not hurt us. With every temptation God has
promised to provide a way of escape so that we may be
able to bear it. He has told us in His Word that when we
walk through the waters they shall not overflow. It} this

is no Christianity.

Need of the Human Heabt and Life in
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faith the Christian is made to rejoice, even though for a time,
if need be, he is in heaviness through manifold temptations.

Again, Christianity offers to the Christian a life of victory,
for the Christian realizes that in the great consummation of
all things he will be on the winning side if he is on the
side of Christ. Defeat can never overtake the man or woman
of faith. Hear again what the Apostle Paul says about it,
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the ex-
cellency of the power may be of God and not of us. We are
troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed
but not in despair; persecuted but not forsaken; cast down,
but not destroyed.” Truly the man of God with such faith
is able to rejoice in realizing personal victory through the
victory of Christ. Yes, He alone can say, “Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors,” or “Out of the wreck |
rise.”

Moreover, Christianity offers a life of triumph. Out of the
wreck and devastation of each succeeding crisis it rises to
flourish more than ever. His disciples thought it a great dis-
aster when Jesus had been crucified, and buried in Joseph’s
new tomb; but forth from the tomb He came in resurrection
power and glory to institute the New Testament Church which
has filled the world with His teachings. Suffering the loss of
all things temporal, Christianity lays hold upon things eternal.
When this habitation here on earth is destroyed it realizes
that here we have no continuing city, but rejoices in the hope
of a city to come whose builder and ruler is God. Being de-
prived of material inheritances here, Christianity rejoices in
an inheritance among all them that are sanctified. Losing the
riches and material things of this world, Christianity lays
hold of the riches incorruptible. Being crowned with igno-
miny and shame, it rejoices in the Christ who is able to give
us beauty for ashes and the oil of gladness for the spirit of
heaviness. It realizes that weeping may endure for the night
but joy cometh in the morning, for God’'s tomorrow is a day
of gladness. Yea, even while the thorn is piercing its side,
Christianity sings for joy in the realization that God has pre-
pared for His own a place where pain and sorrow can never
come. So when the works of man’s hands are being bombed
and are crashing in ruin about his feet, the Christian still tri-
umphs in the thought that he has a building not made with
hands, eternal and in the heavens. Yes, neighbor, Christianity
offers not a mere experience that will barely get us by in the
day of crises, but it enables us to say, “Not somehow, but
triumphantly.” This is the abundance of the resources of in-
finite grace which God has placed at the disposal of the true
Christian.

Do you ask What Is the Secret of Christian Victory?
Ah, friend, it is no other than the enthroned Christ himsejf.
He is the Victor. He has utterly defeated the enemies of our

soul. His victory may be our victory through faith. As we
read in this same eighth chapter of Romans and the first
verse, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them

which are in Christ Jesus.” A clear conscience is the secret of
victory. For the “law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and death.” Before Christ
left His disciples He promised them He would send the Com-
forter unto them. It is He alone who baptizes with the Holy
Ghost. The Holy Spirit is Jesus’' other self. He comes to the
Christian with a full supply of purity, power and plenteous
grace. Wherever Christ is crowned King he bestows the
coronation gift, which is the gift of the Holy Ghost. Therefore,
without Christ we can never hope to succeed.

In conclusion, then, the great question for each of us to-
day is, “Do | daily and continually enthrone Jesus Christ in
my life?” Remember, dear listener, that in every heart there is
a throne and a cross. If self is on the throne, then Christ must
be on the cross; but if, on the other hand, self be on the
cross, then Christ may have the throne of one's life. Wherever
Christ is thus enthroned, the Christian becomes not a mere
victim, but a victor.
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Now is the time when God seeks to put Christianity on
demonstration before the world. Let us as Christians prove
that our God is able. Now is our opportunity to do exploits
for the Lord. “Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” “Nay in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” Yea,
verily it is the Christian who can fearlessly say, “Out of the
wreck | rise.”

EVENING SERVICE
The Call to Decision
Scripture—1 Kings 18:17-40.

Text— How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord
be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him (1 Kings
18:21).

Introduction

1. Man is a third-rate personality.

This is humiliating, but true.

God is the Supreme Personality,
fallen, are second, and man is third.

Man must inevitably serve one another.

He is the slave either of Satan or of God.

If the servant of God, he is God’s love slave.

If the servant of Satan, he is a shackled slave of sin and
evil.

2. Man is also a worshipful being.

This is one of His inherent qualities.

God created him thus in order that he might find com-
plete satisfaction in the worship and service of God.

3. Man is an imitator. He follows another’s lead.

4. Satan seeks to turn man’s allegiance and worship from
God to himself.

On the basis of these facts consider
I. Indecision

angels, both good and

Elijah’s challenge:
Is Challenged

“How long halt ye between two opinions?”

1. The sin of mankind is indecision.

a. Men do not, as a rule, decide definitely and once for all
against God.

They all expect to be saved and to serve Him eventually.

Everyone hopes to qualify for heaven.

b. Satan seeks to encourage them in their indecision. Thus
he consoles them with the idea of repentance at some future
date but not now.

c. Men are thus guilty of rejecting God.

Indecision is adverse decision.

Neglecting to decide for God is only to decide against Him.

d. God, on the other hand, forces man to a decision.

2. Procrastination is evidenced everywhere.

Men seek in these days to “pass the buck” as they say, or to
“dodge the blame,” or to “get by.” Thus they take a chance.
This procrastination is the great thief of spiritual opportunities.

3. Indecision, if persisted in, will be damning to the soul,
for man is already under suspended sentence in order that he
might have time for a personal decision. (This is the reason
for probation; and the reason why God has not cut everyone
off in his sins.)

The principle of sin in the heart will be followed by the
principle of death, spiritually, physically, and eternally.

4, Man faces the alternatives; to falter is to continue in
sin. In Deut. 30:15; we see it is a choice between life and
death, between good and evil. No decision is an adverse de-
cision.

Il. False Gods Are Challenged

“But if Baal [be god] then follow him.”

1. The meaning of Baal.

A false god.

Baal— master, owner, possessor.

He was a work of man’s hands, an idol,

There are many modern Baals,

2, If money be god”
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Many make it so today. If money can supply life, health,
happiness and the like, then serve it! If money can succor you
in your hour of need, serve it! If it can give assurance for
your dying pillow, then serve it! |If it can assure you of life
everlasting, serve it! If it can answer your cry for help,
serve it! It is not unreasonable, you know, to expect all this
of your god. But if you serve money as god, then do not
expect help from Jehovah, for money is one of Satan's sub-
stitutes for God,

3. If friends and associates be god—

If they can take your place at the judgment and answer in
your stead, serve them! If they can console you in the time
of supreme need, serve them! If they can afford you spiritual
satisfaction, serve them! If they can walk with you through
the valley of death, then serve them! [If they can assure you
of eternal happiness, serve them! Again | say this is not too
much to expect from your god. But if friends and associates
be your god, then do not expect comfort and help from the
Friend of friends.

4. If popularity and fame be your god—

If the applause of the public can bring peace to your soul,
serve it. If newspaper headlines can cleanse from a guilty
conscience, serve them! If a high position can fill you with
eternal hope, serve it! If these things be a never-changing friend
and source of comfort, serve them! But do not complain when
you feel the lash of gossiping tongues as it often falls upon
the seeker after applause. If popularity and fame will never
fail you in the time of supreme need, serve them! But if you
live to be seen of men and honored of men, verily you have
your reward. Do not expect any beyond this (Cf. Matt.
6:2,9).

5. If pleasure be god—serve it!

But do not expect a chew of tobacco or a smoke to ease the
gnawings of a guilty conscience. And do not expect another
drink of liquor to undo the damage of the first one. And do
not expect a movie to make you great and noble of soul. Nor
should you expect the dance to conquer the demon of lust and
passion within your breast. And surely you cannot hope
that the gambling table will ever win you “the pearl of great
price.” Serve pleasure, but do not expect it to bring you
“joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

6. If self be god—serve it! Follow it!

But be consistent! Do not ask God for help when your
resources have failed. Do not ask God for love when bereft
of your friends. Do not ask God to hold your hand in the
dark hours of trial and death. And do not expect to be
clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ. And do not
blame God if you make shipwreck of life and miss heaven. A
young man once said to me, “I do as | please, | allow myself
more liberty than do you narrow Nazarenes.” But he lives to
find that human independence is but another name for Satanic
slavery (Luke 14:26; and 33).

7. Consistency, thou art a jewel.

Yet how inconsistent people are in their attitude toward
God Almighty.

Thank God, He will have mercy rather than justice upon all
who will turn and repent of their indecision and idolatry.

IIl. We Are Challenged to Follow the True God

“1f the Lord be God, follow him”!

1. Why waste your love and service on something or some-
one that cannot meet the supreme need of your soul?

2. Why worship that which deserts you in the hour that
you need it most?

3. Why imitate that which destroys you as you do so?

4. The God that answers by fire, let him be God.

a. The God that really answers:

And does not go off on a journey, or take a sleep, in your
hour of crisis.

Consider, if you will, the simple prayer of Elijah, it was very
short, but it brought results! The reason was the God to
whom it was addressed.
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b. Answers by fire:

For regeneration, cleansing, power, victory and life.

c. That satisfies the full need we have for a God.

Are you satisfied with your little gods?

Why not give the Almighty a chance to help you?

He can:

Give peace in turmoil, succor in trial, joy in adversity, and
calamity; forgiveness for sins, and cleansing for carnality,
power for weakness, beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of heavi-
ness.

Prove Him! And you will say, "The Lord, he is God.”

4. His service is joyous.

5. You can never go wrong imitating Him.

Jesus is a safe guide to follow.

IV. A Challenge to Immediate Decision

1. To destroy the idols and false prophets.

Quit listening to the lies of Satan. Quit chasing shadows.
Why spend your time and money for that which satisfieth not?
Why put your wages into pockets that have holes in them?

2. Immediate decision is imperative.

You cannot carry water on both shoulders. “Ye cannot serve
God and mammon!” Nor can you serve God and Baal.

3. Choose ye this day.

Make a willing and complete surrender to God Almighty.

Conclusion

1. Has your life quest brought satisfaction and victory?

2. Whom do you serve?

Romans 6:16; 2 Peter 2:19; John 8:34-36.

3. Why not decide tonight? Why be the slave of sin and
Satan any longer?

NN N N N N N N N N NN NN N NNNNNN
ILLUSTRATIONS
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“Don’'t Take That Boat”

“Dr. Williams, | feel we can’'t take that boat,” said General
Superintendent Goodwin to his colleague while in Singapore
waiting for a boat to Calcutta.

“Let’'s hunt up the agent and see what he can do about it,”
Dr. Williams suggested.

The agent informed them that the boat they were scheduled
to travel on would be delayed two days in sailing, but there
was a slower freighter they could book passage on at a slight
saving.

“All right,” said Dr. Goodwin, “let’s take the freighter.”

“But that will make us so late arriving in Calcutta that
I'd rather stay here the two days and get in on time,” came
the reply.

“1 must tell you, Doctor, something has said to me, ‘Don’t
take that boat.’” It may be a hunch, or the Spirit's leading,”
said the older worker.

“If that's the way you feel we’'ll take the freighter.”

When they arrived in Calcutta they were met by the mis-
sionary, George Franklin, whom they had wired that they
were on the freighter.

“l guess you are disappointed in our not coming on the
faster boat,” said Dr. Roy T. Williams. “It was two days
late and Dr. Goodwin wanted to come on the freighter. When
did the other boat get in?”

“Arrive? It isn’'t in yet. Haven't you heard that it was in
a wreck? The passengers lost all their baggage, and barely
escaped with their lives.”

“After this, Dr. Goodwin, when you have a divine leading
about changing boats or trains, let me know. This is of
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God, and | thank Him for leading us safely across the sea,”
said Dr. Williams.

God’s hand can be upon our lives so He will direct us
through storms and accidents, if we will only trust him ex-
plicitly.

Healed of Cancer

“l am sorry to report that you have tuberculosis,” said the
lung specialist to Mae Taylor Roberts, who had been ill for
months, having lost many pounds of weight.

“But, Doctor, what is this other trouble on my skin?” the
gospel worker asked.

“1 didn't want to tell you that.
do nothing for it.”

At the time she and her evangelist husband were engaged
in a revival meeting with Rev. C. W. Griffin in the Church of
the Nazarene, Whittier, California. They were being assisted
by Fred Suffield and his wife. When they returned to Whit-
tier for the evening meeting, Mrs. Roberts felt that she should
be anointed with oil for her healing.

“This is the only way | know,” she said.

It is cancer, and we can

“My father [the

famous B. S. Taylor] believed and practiced healing. James
commands us to anoint with oil. | want Fred to anoint me,
and all you workers to lay your hands on me. | believe God

is able to heal me.”

She was anointed according to James 5:14, and faith pre-
vailed. She felt a peculiar power enter her body, and the
assurance of faith said, “The work is done.”

The group of workers shouted and rejoiced and magnified
God for His healing power. Then came the test of faith—the
doctor’s report. When she returned for a thorough examina-
tion the specialist could find not a trace of the trouble.

“I've been healed, Doctor,” Mrs. Roberts began.

“ ‘Healed?’ I've heard about such things, but let's see what
we can find.”

The outward evidence of the cancer was gone, and no trace
of it could be discerned. The doctor took her through the
usual checkup, and then reported.

“There's absolutely no trace of any tuberculosis, and the
cancer, so far as | can see, is not there. Some higher power
than | worked this miracle,” said the doctor.

Many years have passed by, and those troubles have never
returned. Mrs. Roberts has enjoyed perfect health since that
time.

God’'s Protecting Care

“Now, Lord, | submit myself unto Thee. Thou canst watch
over me as carefully as this train speeds to Kansas City as
though | were at home. Thou hast protected me thus far, for
which | thank Thee. Watch over this train, | ask for Jesus’
sake.” So praying Dr. J. W. Goodwin retired to his berth on
an express train coming out of Chicago.

He slept soundly until about midnight when he heard
people getting out of their berths, so he decided to get up and
see what the trouble was. He joined the questioning crowd
to discover that a cloudburst had flooded the tracks, and the
train was forced to stop. Men were cursing the conductor and
the engineer for the delay.

“Let's go on,” a business man said, “I
City in the morning.
engineer.

“You men that are cursing can thank your lucky stars
that you are here at all. | was following the express and |
decided that if they could make it I could also. So | held the
throttle wide open through the storm. When the water got
over the tracks, | followed the express, knowing | could get
through, for they had. “Something said to me, ‘Stop her.’
But the express had gone through, and | went full steam
ahead. The second time the voice said, ‘Stop her!” But I
went on knowing that the express had just passed over the

must be in Kansas
Why did you stop?” he asked the
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same tracks. But believe me when the voice said the third
time ‘Stop her!” 1 stopped her.

“And | stopped her just in time, for not more than the
length of the engine ahead of where | stopped, the bridge is
washed out.”

“Thank you, Father, for your protecting care,” the General
Superintendent breathed a prayer.

Prayer-saying men can have the protecting hand of God
placed over them. The divine Voice will say to engineers of
our fate, Stop her! and accidents will obey His command.

The Late Train

“Arriving on the evening train,” Dr. R. T. Williams wired
his wife, then living in Nashville, Tennessee. He had been
out for many weeks overseeing the church, conducting as-
semblies and holding revivals, and was heading home.

At a certain town he had to change trains. Ordinarily the
other train waited to make connection with the one the
preacher was riding, but this time one was so late that the
other pulled out before it came in. When Dr. Williams ar-
rived at the transfer point and found his train gone, he sent
a second wire to Mrs. Williams, saying that he would be on
the morning train.

Mrs. Williams and her son heard that the evening train had
been in a bad wreck and many passengers were injured and
several killed. Dr. Williams’ wire of the change in trains had
not yet arrived, so she and her son met the train bearing the
injured.

“That's Daddy right there. It's just his size,” Reginald said.
Investigation showed he was mistaken. When all the injured
had been brought out, and they were assured Dr. Williams
was not among them, they returned home to receive the wire.

God’'s protecting hand was over that train. Divine provi-
dence slowed that engine and caused the other train to leave
without making connections.

God Gets the Glory

“God gets the glory, | got the $25,” said B. S. Taylor, the
fiery preacher of holiness of the Methodist Church during the
early part of this century.

He was then an old man, and his preaching ministry was at
a close, but one little booklet still carried his message around
the world. Let him tell the story.

“l preached a sermon on ‘Death, Hell, and the Judgment’
many times during my ministry. God blessed it with souls,
stirred communities, aroused the devil. Finally | decided to
put it in print. The God's Revivalist took the manuscript and
paid me $25 for it. | never thought much of the sale of the
booklet, for I was glad for service to God’'s kingdom.”

The booklet took fire. It sold by the thousands, going
through edition after edition. It swept around the world un-
til it stacked up sales of two million copies.

When the old preacher came down to his end, like most
preachers he was not blessed with an abundance of money, and
could have used more of it. He thought of the sale of the
book for $25, and the royalties it would have earned if sold
on a royalty basis. Then he said:

“Thank God that | have been of this service to His king-
dom. God gets the glory, | got the $25.

Recharging Spiritual Energies

“Lord, give me four months alone to prepare for this trip to
America,” E. Stanley Jones prayed on receiving an invitation
to be the principal speaker during the last Preaching Mission
which the Federated Churches conducted throughout the na-
tion.

He was then in India, preaching Christ to the students of
the nation, discussing Jesus’ way with the Hindus, and lead-
ing many into the kingdom. When the call came he realized
that the only adequate way by which he could meet it, was
to go to the Himalayas.
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He spent four months praying and communing with God
that he might recharge his spiritual energies for the conflict.
These were seasons of close contact with God.

America remembers those marvelous messages, and hundreds
of preachers will date their conversion from the hour of his
meetings. In many of the leading cities of the nation there
were scores of preachers, filling important churches, who arose
and said, “l have never been converted. Pray for me that
I may receive the experience.”

Many of these men found God under Jones’ ministry.

Jones acquired the spiritual energy for this task of leading
preachers to Christ through a four-month season of prayer.

Saved from the Electric Chair

He was charged with murder—a murder of which he was
not guilty. Still no proof existed of his innocence. Six months
he languished in a southern prison, praying, hoping that he
might be freed. The lawyers had woven a careful chain of
circumstantial evidence around him until no one could
doubt but he killed the man.

“God, reveal some way by which | can prove my innocence.
But if it is Thy will for me to die in the chair for Jesus’ sake,
I am willing. Remember my wife and children in Thy
mercy,” the prisoner prayed.

“A telegram for you, prisoner,” the warden said, not trusting
the message to a guard.

“1 found a program,” eagerly the condemned man read the
yellow slip of paper, “with your name on it where you were
to have sung in the college recital the very night you were
supposed to be three hundred miles away, murdering the sales-
man.”

“Warden, | recall it distinctly now,” said the prisoner with
a new hope shining in his eyes, “l was to have sung on a
college program last February, but | took a bad cold and
went to the program with my throat wrapped up. When it
came time for me to sing, | arose and said | was unable.”

“All you have to do is to prove that you were present at
that program whether or not you sang,” remarked the warden,
who had begun to suspect that the singing preacher had been
framed for the murder.

The evidence was soon gathered, scores of reputable
zens of that college town being willing to testify that
recalled the sore throat incident. On the day of the new
trial when the judge called for the witnesses for the con-
demned man to stand (having first read the program) twenty-
five fine appearing men and women arose.

“The case is dismissed,” the judge said when he knew what
they came to testify to.

“l was saved from the electric chair when the Lord directed
my wife to find that little program with my name on it,”
the prisoner testified.

With such a miracle marking him, he became a preacher and
won hundreds to the Lord before his ministry ended.

“Ask and ye shall receive,” is God's promise. Nothing is
too great for Him to perform, if we will only ask with faith
strong in God’s promise.

All rights reserved.
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Communion Sermons

Power of Communion

T ext— Blessed be God . . . who has blessed us with all spirit-
ual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).

Introduction— The first Lord’s Supper was a direct season
of communion between Christ and His disciples. Each Com-
munion Service should also be a season of contact with
Christ through spiritual fellowship, We must enter into the
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communion room, through this sacrament, where Christ and
the soul become united. When we do this we partake of
those spiritual blessings in heavenly places about which Paul
writes.

I. Creating a Spiritual ATMOSPHERiI"Communion par-
taking lifts the soul into a spiritual atmosphere. It makes pos-
sible, when entered into rightly, a fellowship directly between
the soul and its Lord. It should help the soul to shut out
worldly clamors that the Master’'s clear voice be heard.
Enter into the communion room today where your soul can

rest in a heavenly atmosphere.

Il. Bringing the Soul Fellowship— The
disciples entered into a closed room and freely conversed with
their Master. They sat around a common table, ate a com-
mon meal, the bread and the wine, and had their feet washed
by the Master. In presence they were one with the Lord, if
not entirely in spirit. At this table today enter into this close
friendship with your Lord. Be one with Him in spirit. Enter
into the closed room of communion that your soul might par-

take of His heavenly blessings.

into Divine

Ill. Utitizing the Power of Song—Jesus blessed His
first Communion Service with the power of song. He have a
concluding touch to the heavenly atmosphere by singing. He
also made it possible for the communion relationship and
atmosphere to be carried out into the crises that were to fol-
low. The heavenly atmosphere which the soul basks in at the
table can be carried with you through song. Sing today of
the broken body and the shed blood. Eat and arise singing.
Carry into tomorrow’s duties the blessings which this table

affords you today.

Conctusion— God through Christ can bless your soul this
day with spiritual blessings in heavenly places. He can cause
your soul to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
Eat of this broken body in symbol that you might be par-
takers of Christ’s life.

Spiritual Examination

Text— But let a man examine himself . . . for he that eateth
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to
himself (1 Cor. 11:28, 29).

Introduction—None should partake of the Communion
Service who is not certain of his spiritual relationship with
Christ.  While this is a privilege of the Christian and a
source of spiritual power it may become the source of dam-
nation to one who partakes unworthily.

I. Those Who Are Worthy—Who has a spiritual right to
partake of this service: (1) Those who have been divinely
made alive in Jesus. (2) Those who follow the heavenly light
which Christ sheds upon their pathway. (3) Those who live
daily so that God can bless with heavenly blessings. (4) Those
in whom there is no vileness or sin.

Il. Partaking Unworthity— (1) The unworthy partici-
pant of this table brings trouble to his conscience. (2) He
keeps his soul from partaking of the spiritual power of Christ.
(3) He finally brings damnation and spiritual death to his
soul. (4) He also brings weakness, sickness and finally death

upon himself because of this. (See 2 Cor. 11:30.)

11l. Examine Yourself Today—Before you come to this
table this morning look into your heart and see if you are
worthy to partake. (1) Look to your motives. See what
prompts your actions. (2) Look to your love life. See what
you are drawn to love, the world or Christ and spiritual
things. (3) Examine your relationship to God. Are you and
He one in communion, spiritual nature? (4) Do you keep the
divine commands daily? (S) Has the shed blood been applied
for the remission of your sins?

Conciusion—After a careful examination of your life, if
you find you are worthy, before you come to the table renew
your life in God, Enter into this New Covenant with God’s
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blessings. Do not throw away your confidence in God, but
renew your vows and partake. Let this service be a means
of drawing you nearer your Redeemer.

Funeral Sermons

Beyond Death’'s Icy Grip

Text—And there shall be no more death (Rev. 21:4).

Introduction—Death’s icy grip has seized another friend
and we gather here today in death’s presence. We look into
the cold face of a loved one whom death lured away from
us. This parting is harsh, but God be praised there is a
homeland of the soul far beyond death’s icy hand.
that heavenly land ambitions
and dreams with which the saint filled his vision while on
earth can be worked out to fruition, for there is no more
death.

Il. Man's Enemy Friend—
Death is man's worst enemy measured in the light of time.
But for the saint, measured by heaven's standard, it becomes
his best friend. For it gives one an eternal hold on man’s
greatest possession, eternal life. Death opens a door that
looks like decay upon a vista of immortal glory.

IIl. Regimes of Time and Eternity—Time’s law is death—
eternity’s principle is life. Death says that all things must
come to an end—all friendships cease, all dreams blur, all
ideals vanish, all consuming loves lost in the grave. But
heaven—far beyond the bony fingers of death—heralds the
glorious fact that friendships never come to an end over
there, meetings never break up, shouting never dies down,
tears never flow.

I. Agetlong Dreams—In

W orst Becomes His Best
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Conctusion—Do0 not grieve for our departed friend whose
humble life we honor today with these brief words. He is not
dead, but he lives beyond the reach of death.

No More Death

T ext—AnNd there shall be no more death (Rev. 21:4).

Introduction—OnN earth all things end—in heaven all things
only begin. Things over there have but one end— the beginning.
What life starts ends, but what heaven starts always goes on.
Death has ended another life, but for the redeemed it comes
with but a new beginning.

I. The Glorious Note— Funerals are solemn occasions to
which only the hope of heaven can add a glorious note, for
when earth recedes from view heaven comes in prospect. This
loved one is dead. No thought can change this fact. But he
is today dwelling in a land where death never comes.

Il. There IS NO Death: (1) Heaven’'s friendships never
die. (2) Heaven’'s love never ceases. (3) Heaven's rejoicing
never comes to an end. (4) Heaven's day is cloudless. (5)
Heaven’'s joy is never darkened by human sorrow. (6)
Heaven's perfect health is never marred by tiredness, sickness
nor death. (7) In heaven there is no death of any type—
nothing but perfect life, joy and bliss.

IIl. Heaven Once Gained Never Lost—Once the gates of
pearl close on a soul, as they have on this loved one who has
departed, they never open wide again for his departure. There
are no sailings on the good ship Zion marked “time of de-
parture,” for in heaven there are only arrivals. We sail into
the heavenly port but never leave.

Conclusion—Our loved one, today honored by our pres-
ence, these gracious flowers, these few words of remembrance,
can never die again. He has gained the port of eternity, and
shall never again sail the small barque of his life upon the
raging storms of death, for in heaven there is no death.

Expository Outlines for August

Lewis T. Corlett

The New and Living Way
(Hebrews 10:4-25) a.

hood of Christ (v. 21).
He offers Himself as a sacrifice.

maintaining a profession of word
and deed. “Let us hold fast the

I. The Epistle to the Hebrews Is a b. He, being above, maintains the profession of our faith.”
Book of Comparisons provision for the remission of d. As man depends upon God, he
1. The better revelation. sin. is made strong for any circum-
2. The better brotherhood. c. He is the divine party to assure stance of life.
3. The better covenant. the continuance and perpetuity of 3. The provision for encouraging others
4. The better priest. the divine covenant (v. 16). (vs. 24, 25).
5. The better sacrifice. I11l. The Provisions of the New and a. To provoke, arouse and stir
6. The better provision. Living Way others to a greater fervency of
Il. A Way Provided Through the Sac- 1. Full assurance with God (v. 22). love.
rifice of Christ a. Through boldness of purity of To challenge all men to greater
1. A superior sacrifice to that of the motives (vs. 16, 19). activity in the kingdom of God.
Old Covenant (vs. 3, 12). b. Through a consciousness of clean- Setting the proper example in
a. In the character of the sacrifice. ness before God. “Having our attending the hour of God and
b. In the extent of the provision. hearts sprinkled from an evil in worship.
c. In that it was offered once for conscience and our bodies 1V. The Greatest Blessings of this
all. washed with pure water.” New and Living Way Are for the
2. A voluntary shedding of His own c. Through the definite witness of Sanctified

blood (vs. 19, 20).
a. The guiltless taking the place of

the guilty. 2.

b. The pure taking the place of a. Trusting
the impure.

c. The clean giving himself for the
unclean. b.

d. The free man taking the place
of the condemned.
3. A Way maintained by the priest- c.

conviction

the Holy Spirit to the reality of 1
sanctification (v. 15).
Steadfastness in God (v. 23).
in the faithfulness of 2.
God to verify His promise. “For
he is faithful that promised.”
By a settled determination and
to obey
“Without wavering.”
By a purposeful faithfulness in

This is the group the writer was
discussing when this truth was in-
troduced (vs. 10, 14, 15).

The sanctified will enjoy it most be-
cause of their complete separation
from the distracting element of sin
in the heart.

The sanctified are in a closer bond
of union with the divine whereby
God can direct them more accurate-

the Lord. 3.
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ly and more easily guide their steps
in the way of truth.

4. The sanctified are fervent in appre-

Isaiah

ciation and love for their Savior and
set a better example for others to
follow.

The Power of the Gospel
(Isaiah 35)

Prophesied Much Concern-

ing the Gospel

1. That it would be a reasonable re-

ligion.

2. That it would be for all who desired

it.

3. That the Suffering Servant of Je-

hovah would provide it. ,

4. That the Conquering Servant of
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1.

The Gospel

Jehovah would give victory to those
who would accept His gospel.

Has Power to Refresh

(vs. 1, 7).
The wilderness shall bring forth
vegetation.
The secluded and solitary place

would abound with beauty.

The desert would be a scene of
bursting life.

The parched ground would be bub-
bling with water.

All of these are typical of the
glory and freshness that God can
and does give to the individuals who
accept His gospel.

The Gospel Has Power to Trans-

form Character

It gives vision to blind men. “And
the eyes of the blind shall be
opened.”

a. To see the wrongness of sin.

b. To see the error of serving Satan.

c. To see the glory of salvation.

d. To see the path of righteousness.

It clarifies the hearing. “And the

ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.”

a. To hear the still small voice of

God.

b. To listen to the
the Lord.

c. To hear the call of the distressed
and needy in the world.

It restores the power of speech.

“And the tongue of the dumb sing.”

a. The gospel not only lifts the
individual up out of the mire and
clay but also puts a new song
within the heart of the re-
deemed.

b. Enables all believers to speak of
the glory of God.

¢. Prompts the child of God to
magnify the grace of God.

d. Gives power to His disciples to
witness for Him.

instruction of

The Gospel M akes the Journey of
Life Simple 8-10).
It makes roadbed in the desert,
a. Provides clear markings to
properly designate the way to be
traveled.

More (vs.

2. The gospel

V. An

b. Makes a way of travel that is
above the shifting sands.

c. Regeneration does this for the
believer in a spiritual sense.
(1) The person is separated

from the wandering in sin.

(2) It gives a definite direction
and bearing in life.

(3) The Spirit gives life and
energy to travel the high-
way and directs the short-
est route toward God.

also provides a way

within the roadbed.

a. Likened unto the strip of pave-
ment in the center of the road-

bed.

b. A way free from chug-holes and
ditches.

c. A smooth way on which to
travel through the valleys and

over the hills.

d. It is called the way of holiness
because sanctification will do
this for the believer.

(1) It gives assurance in the
firm footing of perfect love.
(2) It gives joy and assurance
in the enjoyment of heart

purity.
(3) By the cleansing of the
heart from all sin the be-

liever is enabled to live with
the absence of strife and un-
certainty in the inner life.

(4) The sanctified are not de-
livered from the hills and
valleys but are strengthened
for every good work.

3. The way is attractive (vs. 9, 10).

a. It is a safe way, wherein the
travelers are protected by power
divine.

b. It is a way of happiness and joy
and gladness.

c. The people who travel this way
have mutual interests and de-
sires.

d. It is a way of beauty for the
desert is blossoming as the rose.

Men Are

this W ay

Invited to Travel

1. Christ died to provide it.
2. The directions are so clear and ex-

plicit that wayfaring men though
fools need not miss it.

3. It is the only way to get to God

and heaven.

Victorious Life
(2 Cor. 2:14-17)

W as Confident
of Personal Victory. “Now thanks
be unto God, which always caus-
eth us to triumph.”

The Apostle Paul

1. He remembered the past victories

that God had given and they had
been many.

V.

V.

Your life
your enthusiasm lives.
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He was confident in the conscious-
ness of personal spiritual victory.
He had a firm faith in future tri-
umphs (Phil. 4:13).

The Source of a Life of Victory IS

in Christ (v. 14).

1. He provided the means of deliver-

ance from the captivity and bondage
of Satan.

He transforms character by the new
birth, freeing man from outward
transgressions and imparting the
divine nature within the soul.

He frees man from the bondage to
self by the eradication of carnality
and the filling with the Holy Spirit
in sanctification.

He gives daily grace and strength
to enable His children to be victori-
ous.

A Life of Victory IS Pleasing to
G od

It reveals the wisdom and knowl-

edge of God in dealing with man-

kind. “And maketh manifest the
savour of his knowledge by us in
every place.”

a. This is the primary means God
uses to win men (Ezek. 36:23).

b. This is the way the world is con-
vinced that the Father hath sent
the Son (John 17:21).

It manifests the efficacy of Christ's

atonement. “For we are unto God

a sweet savour of Christ.”

a. Each person enjoying salvation
is another proof that Christ did
not die in vain.

b. The greater the spiritual victory,
the greater the honor to the sac-
rifice of Christ.

c. The triumphs of His followers
exalts the triumph of the Savior.

A Life of Victory IS One Lived AcC-
cording to the Word of God. “For
we are not as many, which corrupt
the word of God.”

The Christian has clear directions

for every spiritual problem.

The Bible contains the principles for
the solution of every problem of
life.

The Bible is the only book that

gives details regarding the relation
of this life and the one to come.

The Bible is the source Book of lib-
erty to all men.

The Christian obtains victory most
of the time through faith in God,
based on the promises of the Book.

Every Christian Should Live a

Victorious Life and Bring

Greater Honor to God and His

Cause in this World.

i
is worth living so long as
Rejecting things

because they are old-fashioned would
rule out sunshine.
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Suggestions for Prayermeetings

H. O. Fanning

Prayermeetings and our Young
People

OD has blessed us with a great com-

pany of splendid young people.
They are in our hands for training. In
the measure of our success in this work—
under God—the future of our church will
depend. They are a goodly heritage and
a great responsibility. In them we have
a wonderful opportunity. Organization
has helped us in some of our problems in
this field; other problems have grown
out of it. Our young people need our
older people; our older people need our
young people. We are not two groups,
but one. How to promote and conserve
the benefits of our organizations is a
problem of many problems. How to
mold the whole into a compact, inter-
working force is another. Maintaining
a proper balance in this whole may not
be an easy matter, but it is one in which
we must succeed if we are to find our
place, and fill it in the purposes of God.
This is a matter in which the interests of
God, and of the fields in which we labor
are involved. Our success involves vastly
more than our own preservation. We
are here for that, but we are here for
vastly more than that. Great fields are
before us for evangelization and Chris-
tianization. We are here in the provi-
dences and purposes of God. He is
greatly favoring us. The destinies—under
God—of millions are in our hands. Our
responsibilities are commensurate with
the magnitude of our opportunities. The
performance of our task will prove no
easy matter. Our prayermeetings should
be strong factors in this.

We shall need all the help we can get,
and all the wisdom available to us. God
is able to give us success in this matter;
only in Him can we hope for this. What-
ever is necessary in the fulfillment of His
purposes, He is able to accomplish through
us, as He has our co-operation. It is His
work, but we have our place to fill in the
accomplishment of it. Few things are
more important in the building of the
church than the investment we make in
our young people. What we do for
them in giving them a good start in
life; what we make of them today, our
church will be tomorrow. This is one
of our most exalted privileges, our most
solemn responsibilities. We owe to God,
to them, to ourselves, to mankind, our
best in these matters.

God’'s Will for Us
Go thy way. for he is a chosen vessel
untip me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
Israel (Acts 9:15, 16).
The belief that God has plans and

purposes to be worked out through His
people as individuals and groups is gen-
eral among us. The record of His deal-
ings with His people confirms this. In
His infinite wisdom He has chosen His
people as instruments through which He
works out His plans in dealing with
others. We are laborers together with
God. That He has done this is an in-
dication of the magnitude of the powers
with which He has endowed us. Our
wisdom is to find our places in His plans,
and fill them by His grace and power.
The measure of our success in doing this
will be the measure of the enduring value
of our work in His name. It would be
folly for us to assume that a work of such
importance should be easy. It is one
that challenges the best there is in us,
and all there is of us.

I. In all things God has shown Him-
self to be purposeful. He has made things
to bring forth after their kind. When
timber is wanted He plants forests. When
fruit is needed, He plants orchards. When
vegetables and grain are needed, He
furnishes them. When there is need of
the fruit of the vine, vineyards are
planted. Before man was created, pro-
vision was made for the supply of his
every need. In the realm of nature things
find and fill the places for which they
were created.

Il. In this mundane sphere, man is
the being with the divinely bestowed at-
tribute of freedom of choice. He decides
for himself as to whether or not he will
fill the place for which God designed him,
and the measure in which he will fill it.
This attribute is an indication of the
grandeur of human nature as God de-
signed it, and of the possibilities to which
man, created in the image of God, and
after His likeness, may rise; of the dig-
nity and glory to which he may attain.

I1l. That God has made no mistake in
giving us this attribute, we may be sure.
That man has made many and grievous
mistakes in his use, nonuse, and misuse
of it is certain. Few things are more
important than the right use of the things
with which God has endowed us, and
the measureable realization of their pos-
sibilities.

IV. That some men have risen to
eminence in this matter is certain. Holy
men of God have spoken as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit. Through them

God has given us His Word. Others
have preached that Word in the Holy
Spirit sent down from heaven. The will

of God has been acomplished in multi-
tudinous ways by men in co-operation
with Him. Under God, we owe them a
debt of gratitude we can never repay.
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They are the men and women through
whom God has blessed the world. With-
out them—or others like them—we should
have been greatly impoverished. Through
them we have been greatly enriched.
What we do in this matter will de-
termine our worth to God and our fellow-
men.

V. Under the figure of a vineyard, the
people of Israel were given their oppor-
tunity as God's representative people.
They were set aside because of their
failure as instruments through which
God was working out His purposes.
Following their own traditions, they set
aside much of the Word of God, re-
jected their Messiah and insisted on His
crucifixion. The privileges of the king-
dom were taken from them, and the
Church was raised up as the divinely
chosen instrument through which God
would work out His purposes in His
dealings with mankind. Our continuance
is conditioned on the measure in which
we are useful in this matter.

VI. We are living in a time when there
is much of failure in these matters; a time
when Laodicean lukewarmness is increas-
ing, and the time when our Lord will
catch away His believing people, and
spue the formal church out of His mouth.
That there is danger of our being af-
fected by this lowering temperature is
certain. We must set our faces heaven-
ward, flintlike, if we would escape this
peril. It will be no easy matter, but God
is able to keep His fires burning in our
hearts in the presence of a cold and an-
tagonistic world and lukewarm bodies of
formal religionists. Good men are among
them, and God has His own, and is us-
ing them there. Our hearts rejoice in
every man who is doing the will of God,
whoever, and wherever he is.

VII. These conditions indicate the
trend of our work among our young
people. We should seek in every possible
way to establish them in their faith in
the Bible as the infallible Word of God.
Much of it they may not be able to un-
derstand, but there should be none of it
which they do not believe. Every means
of establishment in God and His truth
should be requisitioned and used. Out-
standing men of faith have come up
during the darker periods of human his-
tory. Enoch and Noah lived in these
darker periods; Abraham and Job, Moses
and Joshua, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel
arose during such periods. Luther and
Wesley were shining examples of this
during dark periods of the Church age.
God is giving us our opportunity now.
He is challenging us to heights more
sublime than we have yet reached; to
achievements beyond those to which we
have attained. Special attention should
be given to the development of the moral
and spiritual powers of our young peo-
ple. In meeting our responsibilities to
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them—under God—we ourselves must

go forward.

The Way of Spiritual Prosperity

Blessed is the man that walketh not
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand-
eth in the way of sinners, nor sit-
teth in the seat of the scornful. But his
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in
his law doth he meditate day and night.
And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper (Psalm 1:1-3).

That there is a way of spiritual pros-
perity is clearly set forth in this Psalm.
Those who have it, do so because they
walk in this way. A dangerous form of
error is that of supposing that desirable
ends may be reached without the use of
divinely appointed means for reaching
them. Experience demonstrates that it
is one thing to be a Christian and an-
other to be in a prosperous spiritual con-
dition; that spiritual prosperity is not
universal among the children of God.
One of the outstanding purposes of the
Word of God is that of showing mankind
the way to become Christians. Another
is to show the way of prosperity in Chris-
tian experience. This is one of the divine
purposes in the Book of Psalms, of which
the first may be regarded as the key.

I. There are differences in the life
that is in a germinant seed, and the life
that is in the fruit-bearing tree. It is
the same life, but in an advanced stage
in the tree. The change is the result of
growth and development. There are
differences between a newborn babe in
Christ, and a person more advanced in
Christian experience. The change is due
to growth in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Spiritual life—Ilike other life—is progres-
sive in its development, and in the reali-
zation of its possibilities.

Il. To insist that all who are really
Christians are spiritually prosperous, is
to insist upon something that is not justi-
fied by the facts in the case. Prosperity
in the spiritual realm is as rare as it is in
other realms. That there are possibilities
in the spiritual realm is certain; that the
realization of these possibilities is sub-
sequent to one’'s being in this realm is
equally certain. Prosperity in the spirit-
ual realm is the prize of those who pay
the price of such prosperity.

IIl. The Christian is still a self-de-
termining being. In Christianization, free-
dom of choice is not forfeited. The
Christian still acts volitionally. God recog-
nizes this in His Word, and in His deal-
ings with mankind. This recognition is
before us in our text. The man who
avoids the counsel of the ungodly; the
way of sinners; the seat of the scornful,
is a blessed man. Negatively, he is in the
way of spiritual prosperity. He is where

he may make the Word of God the man
of his counsel. He is free from worldly
contamination, and the trend to worldly
conformity, because he keeps himself free.

IV. There is such a thing as delight-
ing ourselves in the law of the Lord. To
insist that all Christians so delight them-
selves is to insist on too much. It is
folly for us to expect that such an im-
portant matter as that of delighting one-
self in the law of the Lord is an easy mat-
ter. This delight comes with persistent
application of ourselves in the reading
and study of the Word of God. That
this should be common among the peo-
ple of God, is certain. That it is so is
another matter. They delight themselves
in the law of the Lord who put them-
selves in the way of such delight. The
way to this experience is not easy, but it
is worth vastly more than it costs. It is
a rugged way, but it is the way to the
heights in spiritual prosperity.

V. Many are disappointed in their ex-
periences, thinking these things will be
true of them merely by virtue of their
being Christians. This Psalm makes it
plain that they are true only of those who
put themselves in the way of their becom-
ing true in their experiences. Whatever is
true of us as Christians is true because we
put ourselves in the way of its being true
and co-operating with God in making it
true.

VI. The way of spiritual prosperity is
one of persistent meeting of conditions.
As such prosperity increases, the keeping
of conditions increases proportionately.
The price must be constantly paid. The
larger the fruit bearing, the larger the
drafts must be made upon the resources
that make such bearing possible. Being
planted by the rivers of water makes this
possible. Not only must there be delight
in the law of the Lord, but there must
be meditation therein day and night.
Meditation comes by practice. It is
cumulative in its development, its prac-
tice demands the best there is of us, and
all there is of us. It is worse than folly
to suppose that such a thing should be
easy. We must keep in mind that there
are no easy ways to the worth while
things of life. Those who would have
them must take the ways that lead to
them.

VII. Fruit-bearing in the realm of na-
ture demands the best to be found in
soil and climatic conditions; the best
there is in the tree; and the employment
of all of its powers. Fruit-bearing in
the spiritual realm demands continuous
appropriation of the inexhaustible re-
sources of divine grace, the right function-
ing of all the powers of our being; co-
operation with God in His efforts on our
behalf; the fulfillment of His plans and
purposes in our creation; the ever-in-
creasing realization of the possibilities of
that with which he has endowed us.
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Prosperity in the spiritual realm is like
prosperity in other realms; it is to one
who conforms himself to its requirements,
devotes himself to the realization of its
possibilities. We are shown the way
of such prosperity here, that we may
walk in it, avail ourselves of its privileges,
and realize its possibilities. These things
should be impressed upon the minds of
our young people early in life.

Some Values of Morality
Then Jesus beholding him loved him,
and said unto him, One thing thou lack-
est: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven; and come, take
up the cross, and follow me (Mark 10:21).

While morality is not an immediate
condition of salvation, it has its values,
and they are far from inconsequential in
magnitude and importance. Men are not
saved through morality, or lost through
lack of it. They are saved by the grace
of God through faith—not by what they
have done—but by what God has done
for them in Christ. Nothing less than His
sacrifice on Calvary’s cross could make
salvation possible. They are lost through
failure to avail themselves of the remedy
God has provided for them in His only
begotten Son. “He that believeth on
him is not condemned: but he that be-
lieveth not is condemned already, because
he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God” (John 3:14-
21).

I. It is to be feared that many jail to
properly value morality because they take
refuge in the thought that salvation will
set everything right—that they can get
saved later in life, and get to heaven
finally. It is true that men may be saved
after a life of sinning; but being forgiven
for having lived such a life is one thing,
and being saved from the consequences of
so living is another matter. “Be not de-
ceived; God is not mocked; for what-
soever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap” (Gal. 6:7, 8). God saves what is
brought to Him for salvation. Nicodemus
needed salvation as certainly as did the
woman of Samaria; his was salvation
after a well-spent life, hers was salvation
after an ill-spent life.

I1. Providentially this young man had
been saved from a life of immorality. To
be saved from living such a life was a far
more desirable thing than to be saved
after having lived such a life. Jesus knew
men. Beholding this young man with
his well-spent life, He loved him. To
live morally is to live in harmony with
the laws of God, and in harmony with

the constitution of our own being. Such
a life has its rewards, as well as its
values. It is far better to live honor-

ably than it is to live dishonorably. God
puts no premium on immorality. Morality
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—not immorality*—tends to bring out the
lovable characteristics of human per-
sonality.

I11. This young man had been blessed
with a good home, and appreciated its
value. He recognized the worth of the
moral training he was receiving, and
lived in harmony with God’s Command-
ments. He recognized the value of good
people, and identified himself with a body
of them. By his merit he had risen to
a place of leadership among them. He
was reaping the rewards of his manner of
living.

IV. He had made some wise choices
in life. He had not chosen his own home,
or his own parents. He wisely chose to
appreciate his good home, and honor his
God-fearing parents. He had seen the
folly of associating with immoral people,
and avoided associations with them. He
had seen the value of morality in the
lives of others, and wisely had chosen to
identify himself with them. He had seen
the value of good habits, and wisely
chose to form them. He appreciated
the value of good character, and wisely
chose to build upon such principles as
tended to the formation of such character.

V. This young man had a good start
in life. Time lost in the formation of
good habits, the building of right char-
acter, is lost forever. “Backward, turn
backward, 0 time in thy flight” is a
vain petition. Time wasted, oppor-
tunities unimproved, are gone forever. In
many ways the earlier years of our lives
are our most important years. The value
of well spent childhood and youth is
beyond our powers of computation.
Blessed indeed are those who have learned
how to use their time, and improve their
opportunities. They are well started in
life.

V1. Largely unconsciously, perhaps, this
young man had allowed himself to be-
come confused in the proper exercise of
his sense of relative values. Our Lord
sought to bring him to a better under-
standing in this matter. The real values
of life are not of the material, tangible
kind. The things that are seen are
temporal; the things that are unseen are
eternal. This young man’s material pos-
sessions were great, but they were pass-
ing. They would benefit him—at the
best—for but a brief period. His wealth,
his position, his prestige, his power, were
passing things. He might so use them
that enduring treasures might be his;
treasures that were not passing, but
eternal; treasures in the possession of
which he would be forever secure.

VII. This young man had come to
the forks in the road. Had he chosen
the right fork, he might have risen to
eminence in the service of God and man;
he might have become one of the truly
great men of the ages. Jesus offered
him the best that heaven afforded; the

highest honor that even He could bestow
upon a man, “Come, take up the cross,
and follow me.” He was offering this
young man what He had chosen for Him-
self; and this is what Jesus offers to our
young people. It is what He offers to
all of us. The glory that is His He offers
to share with us. In the work that He
is doing, He invites us to have our part.
As the Father hath sent Him, so He
would send us. He calls us to oneness
with Himself in His manner of living
and service. That which is good enough
for Him, He would have us enjoy. Mor-
alily has its values in this life as cer-
tainly as it has them in the life to come.
No service can be what it should be

without it; no life is what it should be
that lacks it; fellowship with Him de-
mands it.

The Promises of God

The Word of God is abounding with
its revelations of the promises of God.
These promises have a large place in
God’s dealings with mankind. Not only
is He a promise-making God, but He is
also a promise-keeping God. Many
things may be uncertain in life, but there
is certainty in the promises of God. Not
only are His promises revealed in His
Word, but therein we have a record of
His faithfulness to them, and His man-
ner of fulfilling them in His dealings with
men. Men may fail in meeting the con-
ditions upon which these promises are
made, but God never fails in keeping
His promises when they are met.

There failed not ought of any good
thing which the Lord had spoken unto
the house of Israel; all came to pass
(Joshua 21:43-45).

I. Many things attend the fulfillment
of the promises of God. Conditions are
to be met; developments must be made;
times of fitness for their fulfillment must
come. Among our follies is that of be-
coming impatient in the matter of their
fulfillment. This was one of the follies
of Israel. But two of the generation of
men of war that were numbered at Sinai,
found their way into the Promised Land.
Impatience was Israel's besetting sin.
Promises that are worth having require
time for their fulfillment.

Il. Preparation for the receiving of
these promises must be made on our part.
This preparation is no unimportant part
of the fulfillment of the promise. To be
prepared to receive the benefit of a
promise, is a long step in the direction
of that enjoyment. In this the men of
the generation that were brought out of
Egypt failed. It was one thing to be
brought out of the house of bondage;
entering into the Promised Land was an-
other matter. God brought them out
that He might bring them in. They failed
in their co-operation with Him in His
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efforts to bring them into the land of

Canaan.

I11. There is the putting of ourselves
in the way of having the promises ful-
filled to us. One who desires preferment
at the hands of God, wisely puts himself
in the way of receiving that preferment.
This is a good evidence of genuineness
of our desire for it. We do little in the
way of putting ourselves in the way of
receiving things for which we care little.
The things of God are too precious to be
bestowed indiscriminately upon people
who care little—or nothing—for them.
In this matter the Children of Israel
failed; in it, we too may fail.

1V. Some of these promises must await
their places of fulfillment in the purposes
of God. Delays in the fulfillment of the
promises of God, are not denials of their
validity. In taking our places as recipients
of the promises of God, we take our places
as laborers together with Him, and
sharers of His interest in the affairs of
His kingdom. As such, we expect the
fulfillment of the divine promises in the
divine order of their fulfillment. They
are ours while we are waiting for their
fulfillment as certainly as they will be
ours subsequent to their fulfillment. En-
joyment of their benefits may have to
wait; but enjoyment of the promises is
our present possession. Enjoyment of
anticipation may be as real as enjoyment
of participation.

V. Not only should we avoid the folly
of impatience on our part, but we should,
keep in mind the needlessness of it. Noth-
ing can be gained by impatience. Much
may be lost by it. Anxious thought and
abiding faith are antagonistic in their
results, as well as in their operations.
There must be much of patient waiting
on our part, for the outworking of the
divine purposes. Caleb and Joshua were
ready to enter the Promised Land thirty-
eight years before the remainder of the
people were prepared for that entrance.
They had their parts to play in the de-
velopment of the generation that finally
crossed the Jordan. From their ex-
perience we learn that delays are not
necessarily denials. They held steadily
on. The promises were sure. Impatience
may prove a great hindrance.

VI. We need constantly to remind
ourselves of the necessity of co-opera-
tion on our part with God in the out-
working of His plans and purposes if
we are to enjoy the fulfillment of His
promises. It is as we walk—not in our
ways—but in His ways that we come into
the enjoyment of the fulfillment of His
promises. These were made not for in-
discriminate fulfillment, but for fulfill-
ment in the outworking of the divine
purposes. We are individuals, but we
are more than individuals. We are parts
of a great whole, and have our places
to fill in that great whole. There is no
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place for our living unto ourselves. God
has designed matters otherwise.

VII. Let us settle this
All of God’s promises will be fulfilled in
His own good time, and ways; not in
our times or ways. Not one word of them
can ever fail. We may well get over
being in too much of a hurry. Their
fulfillment will not only take time, but
eternity, and all of it. While we are
waiting, we should be working. Waiting
in idleness is wasting time and allowing
opportunities to go by unimproved.
Everything that tends to the wastage of
time, and the unimprovement of op-
portunities should be avoided. Time is
too precious to be wasted, opportunities
are too valuable to be neglected. The
right use of time, and the proper im-
provement of opportunities have large
places in making possible the enjoyment
of the fulfillment of God’'s promises. The
earlier in life we learn this, the better
it will be for "all concerned. The ful-
fillment of God’s promises is vastly more
than a one-sided matter. When we are
as much concerned about filling our places
here, as we are about the fulfillment of
the promises, we will be in the way of
the enjoyment of ever-increasing measures
of their benefits.

Some Things About Faith

And the apostles said unto the Lord,
Increase our faith (Luke 17:3-6).

Faith links us to God, to His omnipo-
tence. It is the channel through which
flows that dynamic force with which we
meet the issues of life, and by which alone
we may meet them successfully. While
love is properly said to be the greatest
thing in the world, faith may properly
be spoken of as the foremost thing among
men. It is foundational and fundamental
to love. It is through our knowledge
of the worthiness of God that our love
for Him flourishes. Confidence in its
object has its place in the unstinted out-
pouring of our heart affections.

I. Faith is not only a matter of fact,
but it is a matter of degrees. It is sub-
ject to increase. Concerning the Thessa-
lonians, Paul said, “We are bound to
thank God always for you, brethren, as
it is meet, because that your faith groweth
exceedingly.” Our wisdom is to thank
God for what faith we have, and press
on into its possession in ever increasing
measures. What we have is in the nature
of an earnest of what we may have.

1. Not only is faith in our Lord, but
it is of Him, and from Him. The apostles
came to Him for its increase. The meas-
ure of faith we enjoy is subject to our
own limitations. As to the measure of
faith possible to us, there are no limi-
tations on the divine side. “Now unto
him that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think,

in our minds.

according to the power that worketh in
us.”

I11. Being subject to growth implies
processes of growth. Conditions of
growth should be maintained. Time and
opportunities for growth must be
reckoned with. Co-operation with God
is essential to such growth. The Thessa-
lonian believers were the model group
of believers in the first work of grace, of
the apostolic age. Recognizing this, Paul
persistently urges them on to the en-
joyment of the second work, that of en-
tire sanctification. Diligence in the use
of God's Word, in the formation of
Christian habits, the development of
Christian personality, have their place in
the development of faith.

IV. Faith is a present, personal pos-
session of every child of God. Some
measure of faith all such have. The

apostles are not praying for faith; they
are praying for an increase of the faith
they already have. More than once it
was necessary for our Lord to say to these
men, “O ye of little faith.” Twice His
commendation of faith is recorded; once
in a Roman centurion, once in a Syro-
phoenician woman. However small may
be the measure of our faith, we should
cherish it as one of our choicest posses-
sions. It is worth its full face value in
the realm of grace.

V. Prayer for the increase of faith
seems to be proper. These apostles were
wise in recognizing the insufficiency of
their faith, and for seeking its increase.
The forgiveness of an offender seventy
times seven, staggered the measure of
faith they then possessed. And we will
meet things that will stagger the measure
of faith we possess as we go on in the
conflicts of life. Life is progressive and
with its progress will come ever increas-
ing demands for enlargements of our
faith. Only as we put ourselves in the
way of ever increasing measures of faith
can we hope to rise to eminence in the
service of God or men.

VI. There are conditions for having
faith. There are conditions for having
our faith increased. Conditions for

its increase must be met as certainly as
conditions for its beginning had to be
met. Faith not only has to do with our
salvation, but also it has to do with our
living and service. It covers the whole
field of Christian life and activity. It has
its place in our enjoyment of the benefits
of the promises of God. The greatest
undertakings and achievements of his-
tory have been the undertakings of faith;
and so have the smallest ones, and all
the others. Without faith, the accom-
plishment of what is worth while is im-
possible.

VIIL. It is no disgrace to acknowledge
our need of increased faith, seek for its
increase, and put ourselves in the way of
getting a supply for our need. Our shame
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is that we do not see the littleness of
our faith, and put ourselves in the way
of having our supply increased. By con-
sistent seeking for increased faith, these
apostles rose to heights of eminence in
the service of God and their fellowmen.

How long must such seeking persist?
As long as life shall last. Our powers for
believing, like our powers for other things,
are subject to vast improvement. Our
young people—and our older ones as
well—should not be discouraged by the
measure of faith we now have. We
should put ourselves in the way of in-
creases in faith that will carry u™ to
heights to which we now are strangers.
The experience of entire sanctification
puts us where our faith powers—and all
of our other powers—may be vastly in-
creased. Sanctification is not a goal,
but a gateway in these matters.

It was through meeting staggering con-
ditions that the faith of the apostles was
developed; and it will be through meet-
ing such conditions that our faith will
be developed. The staggering conditions
are upon us; the opportunities are ours.
They are challenges to us to develop—
under God—a faith that will make us
overcomers of them all. John writes,
“This is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith.” Faith is as
world overcoming today as it was in
John’s day. They had more faith then;
we may have more faith today. Progress
in all that pertains to life, godliness and
service, is the need of the wholly sancti-
fied, as certainly as is the need of the
crises experiences to all not in their
present enjoyment.

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our feverish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
In purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper rev'rence praise.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above!
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee
The silence of eternity,

Interpreted by love.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,

Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heat of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire:
Speak through the earthquake, wind and
fire,
O still small voice of calm.

— John Greenleaf Whittier.
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Seventeen volumes; 15,000 pages; nearly 2,000 expositions. Complete subject and
textual indexes and thoroughly referenced.

This library of extraordinary expository wealth cannot fail to enrich any preacher
who uses it; into it is built the life of this truly great man; great in his personal piety and
great in his rare insight into Scripture.

“For 50 years he (Maclaren) continued as a Bible preacher, and in the midst of
that period he began to be called the ‘Prince of Expositors.” Perhaps, apart from Spur-
geon and Moody, no man has had his sermons read by as many people as this great but
plain preacher.

“Maclaren should be in every preacher’s library. Read Maclaren to see exposi-

tory preaching at its best.” N
--—-The Moody Monthly, Jan., 1938
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By Alexander Maclaren, D.D. D
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‘Maclaren’s ‘Expositions* are the monumental work of a great preacher and thinker.
The pastor who owns a set of these volumes will find here a wealth of material to enrich
his own mind and heart in preparation for preaching; and the Sabbath school teacher
who can consult them will be well equipped as he faces his class. The set would be a val-

uable addition to the library of any church, Bible institute or college.”
—-The Sunday School Times, Nov. 5, 1938.
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READ THIS TESTIMONY OF “THE PRINCE OF EXPOSITORS” :

“1 have always found that my own comfort and efficiency in preaching have been in
direct proportion to the frequency and depth of daily communion with God. 1know of
no way in which we can do our work but (1) quiet fellowship with Him; (2) resolute
keeping up of a student’'s habits, which needs some power of saying ‘no’; (3) conscien-
tious pulpit preparation. The secret of success in everything is trust in God and hard
work.”— Maclaren.
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