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A

FARTHER APPEAL

T O

Men of Reafon azd Religion.

PART 1

Manner I could, both my Principles and Prac-

tice 5 and anfwered fome of ‘the moft Impor-

tant, as well as the moft Common Objedtions to
each, But I have not yet delivered my own Soul. T
believe it is flill incumbent upon me ‘to anfwer o-
ther Objedtions, particularly fuch 25 have been urged
by thofe who are efieem’d Religions or Reafonable
Men.

Thefe_partly relate to the DocZrines I teach, partly
to ‘my Mamer of teaching them, and partly to the
Effecs which ase fuppofed. to follow from  teaching
thefe Dorines in this Manner.

I. 1. Iwill briefly mention what thofe Do@rines are,
before I confider the Objections againft them. Now
all I teach refpects either The Nature and Condition
of Juftifcatior, The Nature and Condition of Safum.
tior, The Nature of Juflfying and Saving Fairf, or
The Autbor of Faith and Salvation.

IN a former Treatife I declared, in the plaineft

2. Firll, The Natare of Juliification, It fome. 1

times means, * Our Acquittal at the laft Day. But

* Mett. xii. 37.
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this is altogether out of the prefent Queftion: That

uitification whereof our Articles and Homilies fpeak,
meaning Prefent Forgivenefs, Pardon of Sins, and con-
fequently Acceptance with Gop: Who therein b di-
clares bis Righteoufuefs or Mercy, by or for the Remif-
fion of the Sins that are paft, faying, Iwwill be merci-
JFad to thy Unrighteoufuefs, and thine Dniguities I wwill
remember no more.

I believe, © the Condition of this, is Faith: I
mean, not only, That without Faith, we cannot be
juftified ; but alfo, thatas foon as any one has True
Faith, in that Moment he is juftified.

4 Good Works follow this Faith, but cannot go be-
fore it: Much lefs can Sanification, which implies,
a continued Courfe of Geod Works, fpringing from
Holinefs of Heart. But it is allowed, that Entire
;) ification goes before our Juftification at the Laft

‘
ay.
It is allowed alfo, that f Repentance and & Fruits
meet for Repentance, go before Faith. Repentance
abfilitely muf? go before Faith : Fruits meet for it, if
there be Opportunity. By Repentance, I mean, Con-
vigtion of Sin, producing Real Defires and Sincere
Refolutions of Amendment: And by Fruits meet for
Repentance, ™ Forgiving our Brother, i ceafing from
evil, doing good, * ufing the Ordinances of Gob, and
in general | obeying him according to the Meafure of
Grace which we have received. But thefe, I cannot
as yet, term Good Warks ; becaufe they do not fpring
fiom Faith and the Love of Gop. ‘
3. By Salvation I mean, not barely, according to
the vulgar Notion, Deliverance from Hell, or going to i
Heaven: But a Prefent Deliverance from Sin, a Re-
Horation of the Soul to its Primitive Health, its Ori- ]
ginal Purity; A Recovery of the Divine Nature;
. The Renewal of our Souls after the Image of Gop, |
in Righteoufnefs and True Holinefs, in Jullice, Mercy ‘

b Rom. iil. 25. < Rom. iv. 5,856 ¢ Luke vi, 43.
* Heb: xii. 14. f Mark i. 1s. & Mats, iii. 8.
® Matt,vi. 14, 15. 1 Luke iii. 4, 9, &c. % Mars.
vii. 7. ! Matt. xxv. 29.

and
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and Trath., This implies all Holy and Heavenly Tem<
pers, and by Confequence all Holinefs of Converfation.

Now, if by Salvation we mean, a prefent Salvation
from Sin, we cannot fay, Holinefs is the Condition of
it. For it is the Thing itfelf. Salvation, in this Senfe,
and Holinefs are Synonimous Terms. - We mult theve-
fore fay, We are faved by Faith. Faith is the fole
Condition of this Salvation. For without Faith we
cammot be thus faved, But whofoever believeth, is
faved already.

Without Faith we cannot be thus faved. For we
car't rightly fervé Gop, unlefs we love him. And
we can’t love him, unlefs we know him 3 neither can
we know Gop, unlefs by Faith. Therefore Salvation
by Fuith, is only in  other Words, The Love of
Gon by the Knowledge of Gon: or, The Recovery
of the Image of Gon, by a true fpiritual Acquain<
tance with him,

4. Faith, in genera, is, a Diving, Supematural
#lxes * of Things not feen,tnot difcoverable by our Bo-
dily Senfes, as being cither Paft, Future or Spiritual.
Fuftifing Fairh implies, not only & Divine iadyos, That
GOD was in Chrift, reconciling the World unto binfelf,
but a fure Truft and Confidence, ‘that Chritt died for:
oy Sins, that he loved me and: gave hLinifelf for me.
And the Moment a penitent Sianer believés this, Gop
pardons and abfolves him.

And as foon as his Pardon or Juftification is witneit
10 him by the Holy Ghoft, he is faved. Heloves Gob
and all Mankind.  He has the Mind that avas in
Chrift, and Power t0 walk as be alfo walked. From
that Time (unlefs he make Shipwreck of the Faith)
Selvation gradually increafes in his Soul. ~ For /6 is.the
Kingdom of GOD, as if a Man foonld caft. Secd into
the Ground—dud it fpringeth up, firft the Blade, then
the Ear, after that the full Cors in the Ear.

5+ The firft Sowing of this Seed, I cannot conceive
to be other than Inftantaneous: Whether I confider
Experience, or the Word of Gop, or the very Na-
tore of the Thing———However I contend not for a

« Ewidence or Conviction.
Bz Circum-
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Circumftance, but the Subftance ; if you can attain it
another Way, do. Only fee that f»ou do attain it;
for if you fall fhort, you perifh everlaftingly.

This Beginning of that Vaf, Inward Change, is
ufually term'd 7% New Birth. Baptifm is the outward
Sign of this inward Grace, which is fuppofed by our
Church, to be given with and thro’ that Sign to all
Infants, and to thofe of Riper Years, if they repent
and believe the Gofpel.  But how extremely idle are
the Common Difputes on this Head ? I tell a Sinner,
“ You muft be born again.” * No, fay you, He
was born again in Baptifm. Therefore he cannot be,
born again now.” Alas! What trifling is this 2 What
if he was #hen a Child of Gop ? He is zoww manifefly
a Child of the Devil. For the Works of his Father
he doth, Therefore do not play upon Words. He
muff go thro’ an entire Change of Heart. In one
rot yet baptiz'd, you yourfelf would call that Change,
‘The New Birth, 'In him, call it what you will;
But remember meantime, That if either he or you die
without it, your Baptifim will be fo far from profiting
you, that it will greatly increafe your Damnation.

6. The Author of Faith and Salvation is Gop a-
lone. It is he that works in us both to will and to
do.. He is the Sole Giver of every Good Gift, and
and the Sole Author of every Good Work. There
is no more of Power than of Merit in Man ; but as
all Merit s in the Son of Gop, in what he has done
and foffered for us, fo all Power is in the Spirit of
Gob.  And therefore every Man, in order to be-
lieve unto Salvation, muft reccive the Holy Gholt.
This is eflentially neceffary to every Chriftien, not in
order to his working Miracles, but in order to Faith,
Peace, Joy and Love, the Ordinary Fruits of the
Spiric.

Altho’ no Man on Earth can explain the Parsicular
Manner, wherein the Spirit of Gop works on the
Soul, yet whofoever has thefe Fruits, cannot but know
and fze/ that Gop has wrought them in his Heart.

Sometimes, He als more particularly on the Un-
derftanding, opening or inlightaing it, (s the Scripture

fpeaks)
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fpeaks) and revealing, unveiling, difcovering to us tke
decp Things of GOD.

Sometimes he aéts on the Wills and Affetions of
Men ; withdrawing them from Evil, inclining them to
Good, infiring, (breathing,as it were) Good Thoughts
into them: So it has frequently been expreft, by an
ealy, natural Metaphor, ftrictly analogous to 1N,
mioua, Spiritus, and the Words ufed in moft Modern
‘T'ongues alfo, to denote the Third Perfon in the Ever-
blefled Trinity, Bat however it be expret, it is cer-
tain, all true Faith, and the whole Work of Salyation,
every Good Thought, Word and Work is altogether
by the Operation of he Spirit of GOD.

II. 1. I come now to confider the Principal Objec-~
tions, which have lately been made againft thefe Doc-
trines.

I know nothing material which has been objeted,
as to the Natare of Juftification : Bat many Perfons feem
to be very confafed, in_their Thoughts ‘concerning it,
and fpeak as if they had never heard of any Juflification,
antecedent to that of the lat Day. To clear up this,
there needs only a clofer Infpection of our Articles and
Honmilies 3 wherein Juftification is always taken, for the
Prefent Remiffion of our Sins.

But many are the Obje@ions which have been warm-
Iy urged, againd the Condition of Jultification, Faith.
Alone : Particalarly in two T'reatifes, the Former inti-
tled, The Notions of the Methodifis fully difproved : The
Second, The Notions of the Methodifis fasther difproved:
In both of which it is vehemently affrmed, 1. That
this is not a Scriptural Dotrine. z. That it is not the
Doétrine of the Church of England.

It will not be needful to name the Former of thefe
any more ; feeing there is neither one Text produced
therein, to prove this Do&rine Unfcriptural, nor one
Sentence from the Articles or Homilies, to prove it
contrary to the Doétrine of the Church, Bat{o mueh
of the Latter asrelates to the Merits of the Caufe, T
will endeavour to confider calmly. As to what is Per-

B3 fonal,
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fomal, Tleave it asitis. GOD be merciful 1o me, 2
Sinner !

2. To prove this Do&trine Unfcriptural, That © Faith
« alone is the Condition of Juftification,” you alledge,
That * Sanfication, according to Scripture, muft go
¢ before it:* To evince which, you quote the follow.
ing Texts, which I leave as I find them : * Go, difiple
all Nations—teacking them to obferwe all Things, whot-
Soever 1 bave commanded them. ® He that believeth and
is baptized fball be fuved.  © Preach Repentance and
Remiffion of Sins. 4 Repent and be baptized every one of
yous for the Remiffion of Sins. © Rapent and be convertei,
that your Sins may be blotted out, ¥ By one Offering bt
bath perfelted for ever them that are fanfifird. You
add, " St. Paul taught & Repentance toward GOD, and
¢ Faith toward our Lord Jefus Chriff ; and calls b Re-
< pentance from dead Works, and Faith toward Gad,

<« firft Principles.”

You fubjoin, “* But ye are wafbed, fays he, but ye are
« funttified, but ye are juflified. By awa/b'd is meant
« “their Baptifin; and by their Baptifm is meant, firt
“ their San&ification, and then #2ei» Juftification.” This
is a flat begging the Queftion; you take for granted,
the very Point which you ought to prove. ¢ St. Peter
“ alfo, you fay, affirms, that Baptifin doth fuwe us or
< juflify us,” Again, you beg the Queftion: You take
for granted what I utterly deny, wiz. That fave and

Jjuftify are here Synonymous Tenms. Tll this is provid,
you can draw no Inference at all3 for you have no
Foundation whereon to build.

I conceive thefe and all the Scriptures which can be
quoted to prove ificati dentto Juflificati
(if they do not relate to our Final Juflification) prove
ouly (what I have never denied) That Repentance, of
Convidtion of Sin, and Fruits meet for Repentance, pre-
cede that Faith whereby we are joflified: But by no
Means, that the Love of Gop, or any Branch of True
Holinefs, muft or can precede Faith.

 Mart. xxviii. 19, 20. > Mark xvi, 16, © Lkt
xxiv, 47. 4 A7, 38. © e il 19, f Hebx 14
® A5 xx, z1, b Heb,vii 1

3. It
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5. 1t is obje@ted, Secondly, That Jullification by
Faith alone, is not the Dodrine of the Church of Eu-
gland.

“ You believe, fays the Writer abovemention'd, that
“'no Cood Work can be previous to Juttification, nor

¢ confequently a Condition of it. But Goo beprais'd,
“ our Church has no where deliverd fuch dbominable

Dodtrine.”  Page 14.

“ The Clergy contend for Inward Holinefs, as pre-
« vious to the Firft Juftification— I 'his is the Doctrine
they univerfally inculcate, and which you cannot op-
 pofe without ~ contradicting the Doclrine of our
¢ Church.” Page 26.

« All your ftrongefk Perfuafives to the Love of Gop,
will not blanch over the Deformity of that Duc-
trine, That Men may be juftified—by Faith alone—
Unlefs you publickly recant this orrid Dorine,
« your Faith is vain.”  Page 27.
¢ If you will vouchfafe to purge out this weroroxns
Part of your Principles, in which the wwide, ¢ffentiul,
« fundamental, irreconcileable Difference, 35 you very
«jultly term it, mainly confits, then there will be found
“ o far no Dithgreement between you and the Clergy
¢ of the Church of Englund. ibid.

4. In order to be clearly and fully fatisfied, what the
Dogtrine of the Church of England s (as it flands op-
pofite to the Doétrine of the Lntinomians, on the one
Hand, and to that of Fufification by Works on the
other) T will mply fet down what occurs on this Head,
either in her Litargy, Articles or Homilies,

« Spare Thou them, O Gob, which confefi their
& Fanlts: Rellore thou them that are pemitent, according
¥ tothy Promifes declared unto Mankind in Chrift Jefu,
“ our Lord.”

4« He pardoneth and abfolveth all them that traly rea
“ pent and unfeignelly belicve his holy Gofpel.”

“ Almighty Gop, who doft forgive the Sins of them
that are penitent, create and make in us new. and
contrite Hearts 5 that we cvorthily lamenting our Sing
and ackiowwledzing our Wretchednefs, may obtain of
thee perfeét Remifion and_Forgivenefs, thro’ Jefus
X Chriftour Lord.”  Colle& for 4/ Wedsefiay,
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« Almighty God—hath promifed Forgivenefs of
¢ Sins toall them that with bearty Repentance and true
« Faith tarn unto him.”  Communion Office.

< Qur Lord Jefus Chrift hath lefc Power to abfolve
< all Sinners who fruly repent and beliewe in him.” V-
fitation of the Sick.

¢ Give him unfeigned Repentance and ftedfaft Faith,
“ that his Sins may E‘; blotted out.” ibid.

« He is a merciful Receiver of all true, penitent Sin-
« ers, and is ready to pardon us, if we come unto him
« with fuithfid Repentence.”  Commination Ofice.

Infants indeed our Church fuppofes to be juftified
in Baptifm, altho' they cannot then either delicve or
repent. But fhe exprefly requires both Repentance and
Fith, in thofe who come to be baptized when they
are of Riper Years.

As earnefily therefore as our Church inculcates, Juti-
fication by Faith alone, e neverthelefs fuppofes Reper-
tance to be previous to Faith, and Fruits meet for Re-
pentance : Yea, and Univerfal Holinefs to be previous
to Final Joftification, as evidently appears from the fol-
lowing Words :

¢ Let us befeech him—that the Reft of our Life
* may be pure and holy, fo that at the laft we may
« come to his eternal Joy.”  Abfolution.

¢ May we ferioufly apply our Hearts to_that Holy
« and Heavenly Wifdom here, which may in the End
 bring us toLife everlafling,” Vifitation of the Sick.

¢ Raife us from the Death of Sin unto the Life of
« Righteoufnefs,—that at the lak Day we may be
¢ found acceptable in thy Sight.”  Burial Offce.

“ If we from henceforth walk in his Ways,—fccking
< always his_Glory, Chrift will fet us on his Righe
Hand”  Commination Offce

. We come next’ to_the Articles of our Church :
The former Part of the Ninth runs thus : N

Of Original or Birth Sin.

“ Original Sin—is the Fault and Corruption of the
“ Nature of every Man—whereby Man is very far gone
« from Original Righteoufnefs, and is of his own Na-

£ ture
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3. That as the Meritorious Caufe of Julification is,
‘The Life and Death of Chrift ; fo the Condition of ity
is Faith, Faith Alone; and

4. That both Inward and Outward Holinefs, are
confequent on this Faith, and are the Ordinary, Stated
Condition, of Final Juftification.

9. And what more can ¥ox defire, who have hither-
ofed 7Cuﬁ.'ﬁm.*n & Feith dlone, merely bpon a
Principle of Confeience ; becaufe you was zealous.fot
Holinefs and Good Works ? Do I not effectually fecure
thefe from Contempt, at the fame Time that i defend
the Dottrines of the Church? I not only allow, but
vehemently contend, That none {hall ever enter into
Glory, who is not Holy on Earth, as well in Heart, a5
in all Manner of Converfution. 1. cry sloud, Let alf
that hawve believed, be carcful to maintain Good Works
And, Let cvery one that nameth the Name of Chriff, de-
part from ail Iiiquity. I exhort even thofe who are
conftioas they do not believe, Ceafe fo dp Eoil, learn
0 do awell : The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand 3 theres
fore repent, and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance:
Are not thefe Directions the very fame in Subftance,
which you yourlelf would give to Perfons fo circum
ftanced ? What means then  chis endlefs St/ of Words ?
Or, awshat doth Your arguing reprowe ?

10. Many of thofe who are perhaps as zealous of
Good Works as you, think I have allow’d you too much.
—Nay, my Brethren, but how can we hélp allowing it,
if we allow the Scriptures to be from Gop 2 For is it
ot written, and do not you yousfelves believe, Witbe
out Holingfs 10 Man Jball fee the Lord 2. And how then,
without fighting about Words, can we deny, That
Holinefs is a Condition of Final Acceptance? And, as
to the firft Acceptance or Pardon, does ot all Expe-
rience aswell as Scripture prove, That no. Man ever
yet trily believed the Gofpel, who did not. ik repent 2
Thatnone was ever yet truly convinced of Righteaufiefs,
who was not firlk convinced of Sin ?Repentance therefore
in #his Senfe, we cannot deny. to be neceffarily. pre.
vious toFaith. Is it not equilly uadeniable, Tthat
the running back into known, wiiful Sin, (G

C

to

fuppofe it

were
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were Drunkennefs or Uncleannef) fiifles that Repen-
tance or Conviftion? And can that Repentance come
to any good Iffue in his Soul, who refolves Not to for-
give his Brother ? Or who obilinately refrains from what
Gop convinces him is right, whether it be Prayer or
hearing_ his Word ? Would you feruple yourfelf to tell
one of thefe, “ Why, if you wi/ thus drink away all
« Conviétion, How fhoud you ever truly know Your
“ Want of Chrift? Or confequently, believe in Him ?
¢ —If you wwill not forgive your Brother his Tref-
< paffes, neither will your Heavenly Facher forgive You
¢ your Trefpafles—If You will not ask, how can you
“ “expeét to receive i—If You wwill not hear, how can
< Faith come by bearing ? It is plain, You grieve tbe
¢ Spirit_of GOD ; You awill not have Him to reign
¢ over You. Take Care that he do not utterly depart
“ from you. For unto Him that katb, jball be given :
< But from bim that bath not, i. e. ufes'it not, jball be
€ taken anvay cven that which ke hath” Woi'd you
feruple, on a proper Oceafion to fay this? You cowd
not {craple it, if you believe the Bible. But in faying
this, You allow all which I have faid, wiz. That pre.
vious to Juftifying Faith, there mauff be Repentance,
and if Opportunity permit, Fruits meet for Repen-
tance,

11. And yet Lallow You this, That altho® both Re-
pentance and the Fruits thereof are in Some Senfe ne-
ceflary before Jullification, yet neither the one nor the
other is necefliry in the /une Senfe o in the fure Die
gree with Faith. Not in the /fume Degree. For in
whatever Moment a Man bel s (in the Chriftian Senfe
of the Word) he is juftified, his Sins are blotted out,
Pis Faith is counted to bim for RigZteoufuefs. But itis not
{o, at whatever Moment herepents, or brings forth any
orall the Fruits of Repentance.  Faith Alone therefore
jultifies ; which Repentance 2lone dees not; much
Iefs any outward Work. = And * confequently, tone of
thefe are neceffury to Jutification, in the fume Degre
with Faith,

Nor in the fame Sexfe. For mnone of thefe has o
Dirc&@, Immediate a Relation to Juftification as Faith.
This is Proximately neceffiry thereto; Repentanct,

Reonotely,
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Remotely, as it is neceffary to the Increafe or Conti-
nuance of Repentance. And even in this Senfe, thefe
are only neceflary, on Suppofition—if there be Time
and Opportunity for them: For in many Inftances
there is not : but Gop cats fhort his Work, and Faith
prevents the Fruits of Repentance. So that the Gene-
ral Propofition is not overthrown, but clearly efta-
blithed by thefe Conceffions ; and we conclude fill,
both on the Authority of Scripture and the Church,
That Faith Alone is the Proximate Condition of Jufti-
fication.

TIL ‘1. Twas once inclined to believe that none
wou'd openly obje®, againtt what 1 had any where faid
of the Noture of Sclvation. How greadly then was I
furpriz’d fome Monzhs ago, when I was fhewn a Kind
of Circular Letter, which one of thofe whom, the Holy
Gloff hath made Owerfiers of his Charch, | was inform-
ed had fent to all the Clergy of his Diocefe !

Part of it ran (nearly, if not exaclly) thas :

“ There is Great Indifcretion in preaching up a Sort
““ Religion, as the True and Only Chriftianity, which
“in their own Account of it, confilis in an Enthu-
¢ fiaftick Ardor, to be underftood or attained by very
¢ few, and not to be_practifed without breaking  in’
““ upon the Common Dauties of Life.”

O my Lord, what Manner of Words are thefe ! Sap-
pofing Candor and Love out of the Queftion, are they
Words of Trath 7 I dare flake my. Life upon it, there fs
not One True Claufe in all this Paragraph.

‘The Propofitions contained therein, are thefe :

1. That the Religion I preach confifts i Entha-
s g preach confifts in an Entha.

2. Thatit can be attained by very fow:

3. Thatitcan be underftood by very few :

4. That it cannot be practifed without bred

opon the Common Duties of Life. Fiog da
Ca



(16)
5. And that all this may be prov’d by my own Ac-
count of it.

I earneftly intreat your Grace, to review my own
Account of it, as it ftands in any of my former Writ-
g5t Crto confider the fhort Account which is given
in This. And if you can thence make good  any
one of thofe Propoitions, I do hercby promife before
Gov and the World, That I will never preach more.

At prefent T do not well underftand what your
Grace means by * An Euthufiafic Ardor.”  Surely you
do not mean, The Love of Gop ! No, not though a
poor, pardon'd Sinner fhou'd carry it fo fur, as
Love'the Lord his Gop, with all his Heart, and with,
all his Soul, and with all his Strength! But This a-
Tone is the Ardor which I greach up, as the Foundation
of #he True and Orly Chriffianity. I pray Goo, fo to
il your whole Heart therewich, that you may praife
him for ever and ever !

Bat why fhould your Grace believe, That the Love
of Gon, can be attained by wery Feaw ? Or, that it con
¢ underfiood by wery Few? All who attain it, under-
d it well. * And did not He who is loving to eve-
ry Man defign, that every Man fhou’d attain trae Love ?
Q that all would know in this their Day, the Things
that make for their Peace !

And canrot the Love both of Gop and our Neigh-
bour be pradiifed, awitbout breaking in upon the Common
Duties of Life ? Nay, can any of the Common Du-
ties of Life, be rightly practifed without them ? I
apprehend, not. 1 apprehend I am_then laying the
True, the Only Foundation for all thofe Dutics, when
1 preach Thou fbalt love the Lord thy GOD wwith all
thy Heart, and thy Neigkbour as thy [o1f.

2. With this Letter was {ent (I believe to every
Clergyman in the Diocefe) the Pamphlet intitled,
Obferations on the Conduét and Behaviour, of a certein
Seét, ufually diftinguift'd by the Neme of Methodifs.
It has been generally fuppofed to be wrote by a Perfon,
who is every Way my Superior. Perhaps one Reafon
why He did not juferibe his Name was, that his Great-
nefs might noy make me afiaid: And that I might

have
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have Liberty to ftand, as it were, on Even Ground,
while I anfwer for myfelf.

In confidering, therefore, fuch Parts of thefe Of-
Jervations, as natarally fall in my Way, Iwill take
that Method which, T believe, that Author defires,
ufing no Ceremony at all 3 but fpeaking as to an E-
qual, that it may the more eafily be difcern’d,
where the Trath lies,

The firft Query relating to Dorine, is ths :

“Whether Notions in Religion may rot be heighten’d
to fuch Extremes, as to lead Some mto a Difregard of
Religion itfelf, thro’ Defpair of attaining fuch exalted
Heights? And whether Otbers who have imbibed
thofe Notions, may not be led by thei, into a Difre-
gard and Difefteem of the Common Duties and Offices
of Life? To foch a Degree, at leaft, as is inconfiftent
with that Attention to them, and that Diligence in
them, which Providence has made neceffary to the
Well-being of Private Families and Public Societies,
and which Chrifianity does not only require in all Sta-
tions, and in all Conditions, but declares at the fame
‘ime, that the Performance even of the loweft Offices
in Life, as unto GOD, (whofe Providence has placed
People in their feveral Stations) is truly a Serwing of
Chrift, and will not fuil of its Reward in the next
World 3

You have interwoven fo many Particulars in this Ge-
neral Queftion, that I muft divide and anfiver them
one by one.

. 1. Whether Notions in Religion may not be
heighten’d to fuch Extremes, as to lead Some into a
Difregard of Religion itfelf ?

4. They may. But that I have /o heighten'd them,
it lies upon you to prove.

2. 2. Whether Otbers may not be led into a Dif-
regard of Religion, through Defpair of attaining fuch
exalted Heights ?

4. What Heights? The Loving Gop with all our
Heart? [ believe, this is the moft exalted Height
in Man or Angel Bt I have not heard, that any
ave been led into a Dilregard of Religion, through
Defpair of attaining this.

C3 2 3.
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2. 3. Whether Otbers who have imbibed thefe
Norions, may not be led by them, into a Difregard
and Difefteem, of the Common Duties and Ofiices of
Life ?

4. My Notions are, ¢ Truc Religion is the lovin
Gop with all our Heart, and our Neighbour as our.
felves ; and in that Love abftaining from all Evil, and
doing all poflible Good to all Men.” Now, it is
not poffible in the Nature of T hirgs, That any fowd
be Jed by thefe Notions, into either a Difregard “or Dif-
efteem of the Commor Duties and Offices of Life.

2. 4. But may they not be /ed by them into fucha
Degree at leaft, of Difregard for the Common Daties
or Life, as is inconfiftent with that Attention to them,
and Diligence in them, which Providence has made
neceffary ?

A. No. Quite the reverfe. They lead Men to
difcharge all chofe Duties with the firicteft Diligence
and clofeft Attention.

L. 5. Does not Chriftianity require this Attention
and Diligence, in all Stations and in all Conditions ?

Yes.

2. 6. Does it not declare, that the Performance
even of the lowelt Ofices of Life, cs anto GOD, is
troly a ferwing of Clrifi 2 And will not il of its Re.
ward in the next World ?

4. Tt does. But whom are you confuting ? Not me.
For this is the Dotrine I preach continuzlly,

3-Query the Sesond.  Whether the Enemy of Chri-
fanity may not find his Account, in carrying Chrilli-
anity, which was defign’d for a Rule to .4/ Stations,
and 20/ Conditions, 0 fuch Heights 15 muke it fidly
pradicable by a ey few, in Comparifon, or rather

y rone ?

I znfwer, 1. The Heigbt to which we carry Chri-
Rian'ty (as was but now obferv'd) is this, Thou fholt
doe the Lord thy GOD with all thy Heart, and tly
Neighbour. as thyfelf. 2. The Enemy of Chriftianity
cannot find his Account, in our carrying it to shis
Height. 3. You will not fay, on Refleétion, That
Chriftianity, even in this Height, s practicable by very
Jew, or saiher by nene: You youslclf will confely

This
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This is a Rule (as Gop defign'd it thould) for al/ Sta!
tions, and a// Conditions.

Query the Third. ¢ Whether, in particular, the
carrying the Dorine of Juftification &y Feith alre to
fach a Height, as not to allow that a Careful and Sine
cere Obfervance of Moral Duties is fo much as a Con-
dition of our Acceptance with Gop, and of our be-
ing juftified in his Sight : Whether this, I fay, does
not naturally lead People to a Difregard of thofe Du-
e, a0 a Yo et them; or rather to think
them no Part of the Chriftian Religion 3

I traft Jultification &y Faith alone, has been fo ex-
plained above, as to fecure, ot only a High Efteem,
but alfo a careful and fincere Obfervance of all Moral
Duties.

4. Query the Fourch. * Whether a due and regulir
Attendance on the Public Offices of Religion, paid by
Good Men in a ferious ‘and compofed Way, does not
better anfwer the true Ends of Devotion, and is not a
better Evidence of the Co-operation of the Holy Spi-
rit, than thofe fudden Agonies, Roarings and Scream-
ings, Tremblings, Dmppir;%s down, Roarings and
Madnefles, into which their Hearers have been caft "

T mutt anfier this Query likewife, Part by Pare,

2. 1. Whether'a due and regolar Attendance on
the Public Offices of Religion, paid in a ferious and
compofed Way, by Good™ [7. ¢. Well-meaning] Men,
does not anfiver the True Ends of Devotion 3

4. 1 fuppofe by Dewotion you mean Public Wor.
thip;_by the #rue Ends of it, The Love of Gop
and Man: and by a due and regular Attendance on
the Public Offces of Religion, paid in a ferious and
compofid Wy, the going as often as we have Oppor-
tunity to our Parith Church, and to the Sacrament
there adminiftred. If fo, the Queftion is, “ Whether
this dttendunce on thafe Offices, does not produce the
Love of Gop and Man?” I anfwer, fometimes jt
does: and fometimes it does not. I myfelf thus a¢.
tended them for many Years : and yet am confcious
to myfelf, that during that whole Time, I had no
more of the Love of Gop than a Stone. And T

know

x
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know maty Hundreds, perhaps Thoufinds, of ferious
Pertiibimbh i ready to tefiify the fame Thing,
2. 2. But is not this a better Evidence of the Co-
operation of the Holy Spirit, than thofe fudden Age-

s P
"4, All thefe Perfons, 25 well 35T, can tefify af
that this is no Evidence at all of the Co-operation of
the Holy Spirit. For fome Years I attended thefe
Public Offices, becaufe 1 awould not ke puriffd for
Nonrattendance. And many of thefe attended them,
becanfe their Parents did before them, or becaufe thy
awould not lofe their Charadter. Many more, becanie
they confounded the Means with the End, and fanci-
ed ‘this Opus Operatum would bring them to Heaven,
How many Thoufands are now under this ftrong De-
Infion? Beware, you bring not their Blood on your
own Head !

. 3. However, does not this Attendance better
anfwer thofe Ends, than thofe Roarings, Screamings,

?

e

I fuppofe you mean, * Better than an Attendance
on that Preaching, which has often been accompanied
with thefe.”

Tanfiver. 1. There is no Manner of Need to fet
the one in Oppofition 1o the other : Seeing we conti.
nually exhort all who attend on our Preaching, to
attend the Offices of the Church. And they do pay
amore regalar Attendance there, than ever they did
before. = 2. Their attending the Church did not, in
fa&, anfwer thofe Ends at all, till they attended ' this
Preaching alfo. 3. It is the Preaching Remiffion of
Sins thro’ Jefus Chrift, which alone aanen the True
Ends of Devotion. And this will always be accom-
panied with the Co-operation of the Holy Spirits
o' not always with Sudden Agonies, Roasings,
Screamings, 'Tremblings, or Droppings down. Indead,
if Gop is pleas’d ac any Time o permit any of thefe,
%vcannot hinder it, “Neither can this hinder the

ork of his Spirit in the Soul : which may be carri-
ed on cither with or without them., But, 4. T cannot
apprehend it to be any Reafonable Proof, That “ this
is not the Work of Goo,” that a convinced Sinner

fhould



(21)

thould full into an Extreme Agony, both of Body and
Soud, {Journal 3. p. 26) That another fhould roar
for the Difguicinsfs of her Heart (p. 40.) that others
thowd fcream or ery awith a Joud and bitter Cry,  What
muft awe do to be faved? (p. 50.) that others fhould
exceedingly tremble and quake (p. 58 And others, ina
decp Senfe of the Majelty of Gon, fbould full pro=
frate upon the Ground. (p. §9.)

Indeed by picking out one fingle Word from a
Sentence, and then putting together what you had
glean'd in Sixty or Seventy Pages, you have ‘drawn a
terrible Groupe, for them who look no farther than
thofe Two Lines in the Obfervations. But the bare
Addition of half a Line to each Word, juft as it flands
in the Place from which you quoted it, reconciles all
both to Scripture and Reafon, and the Speéire-form
vanifhes away.

You have’ taken into your Account, Ravings, and
Madnsfees too; As Inftances of the Former, you refer
to the Cafc of Jokn Huydon, p. 44. and of Thomas
Maxficld, p. 50. 1 with you i calmly confider,
his Reafoning on that Head, who is not prejudiced
in my Favour. * What Influence fudden and fharp
Awakenings may have upon the Body, I pretend not
to explain. But I make no Queflion Satan, fo far as
he gets Power, may exert himfelf on fuch Occafions,
partly to hinder the Good Work in the Perfons who
are thus touched with the tharp Arrows of Conviéti-
on, and partly to difparage the Work of Gop, as if
it tended to lead People to Diftraction.”

For Inftances of Madnefs you may refer to p. 88,
95, 91, 92, 93. The Words in p. 88. are thefe :

“ T cou’d not but be under fome Concern, with re-
gard to one or two Perfons, who were tormented in
an unaccountable Manner, and feem’d to be indeed
lunatic as well at fore-vexed— Soon after I was fent
for to one of thefe, who was fo firangely torn of the
Deil, that I almoft wonder’d her Relations did not
fay, much Religion bath made thee Mad. We prayed
Gob to Jruife Satar under her Feet. Immediately
e had the Petition we affed of him. She cried out
vehemently, “He is gone, he is gone,” and was)ﬁl‘;

e
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led with the Spirit of Love, and of a found Mind. 1
have feen her many Times fince, firong in the Lord,
‘When I ask'd abruptly, *“ What do you defire now:”
She anfiver'd, * Heaven.” I ask’d, “ What is in
your Heart #” She replied, ““ Gop.” I ask’d, “But
how is your Heart when any Thing provokes you "
She faid, ** By the Grace of Gop, I am not provok-
ed atany Thing. All the Things of this World pafs
by me 25 Shadows.” Are thefe the Words of one
that is befide herfelf? Let any Man of Reafon judge!

Your next Inflance, p. 9o, ftands thus:

“. About Noon I came to Uf, where 1 preached
to a fmall Company of poor People, on, The Somof
Man is come, to fave that awhich is loff. One grey-
headed Man wept and trembled exceedingly : - And
another who was there (I have fince heard) as well as
two or three who were at the Devauden, -cre gone quite
diffraded; that is (My Exprefs Words are that imme-
diately follow, fpecifying what it was which fome ac-
counted Diftraddion) * 'They mourn and refufe to be
 comforted, till they have Redemption thre' kis
“ Bloed.™

If You think the Cafe mentioned 2. 92, 93. to be
another Inftance of Madnefs, I contend not. It was
becaufe I did not underftand that uncommon Cafe,
that I prefaced it with this Reflection, “ T'he Faét I
“ nakedly relate, and leave every Man to his own *
« Judgment upon it” Only be pleafed to obferve,
That this Madnefs, if fuch it was, isno more chargesble
upon 7 than upon yox. For the Subjeét of it had no
Relation to, or Commerce with s, nor had 1 ever
feen her before that Hour.

5. Query the fifth. ¢ Whether thofe exalted Strains
in"Religion, andan Imagination of being alreidy ina
State of Perfection, are notapt to lead Men to Spiritual
Pride, and toa Contempt of their Fellow Chriftians;
while they confider then as only goingon in what they
call the low and imperfet Way, (i, e as growing in
Grace and Goodnefs only 4y Degrees) Even tho' it ape
pear by the Liwes of thoie who are confidered by them
as in that Zow and inperfef Way, that they are Perons
who are gradually working out their Salvation, by their

own
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own honeft Endeavours, and thro* the ordinary Afift-
ances of Gop’s Grace ; with an humble Reliance upon
the Merits of Chrift for the Pardon of their Sins, and
the Acceptance of their Sincere, tho' Imperfe? Ser-
vices

Tmaft divide this Query too, Bat firft permit me
to ask, What do you mean by thofe exalted Strains in
Religion 2 I have faid again and " again, I know no
more exalted Strain, than ¢ I will love Thee, O Lord,
my God :” Efpecially,  according to the Propriety of
Davids Exprefion 1T PN B intimis wifeeri-
bus diligam te, Doine. "\ his premifed, let us go on
Step by Step. B y:

Q.1 Whether the preaching of “ loving Gon from
our inmoft Bowels," is not apt to lead Men to Spiritual
Pride, and to 2 Contempt of their Fellow Chriftians ?

4. No: But fo far as it takes Place, it will humble
them to the Duft.

2 2. Whether an Imagination of being already in
a State of Perfestian, is not apt to lead Men into this Spi-
ritual Pride

4. 1. If itbe a Falfe Imagination, it is Spiritual
Pride, 2. But True Chriflian Perfeétion is no other
than Humble Love,

2. 3. Do not Men who imagine they have attained
this, defpife others, as only going on in what they ac-
count the ow and imerfui? Way, i. e. as growing in
Grace and Goodnefs & Degrees #

. t. Men who ouly imagine they have attained this,
may probably defpife thofe that are going on in Any
Way. 2, Batthe growing in Grace and Goodacfs 2y
Degrees, is 1o Mark of a lrw and inperfest Way,
Thofe who are Fathers in Chrift, grow in Grace 4y
Degrees, as well as the New born Babes.

2 4. Do they not defpife thofe who are working
out their Salvation, with an humble Reliance upon the
Merits of Chrift for the Pardon of their Sins, and the
Acceptance of their fincere tho’ imperfet Services

. 1. They who really love Gov, defpife no Man,
But 2. they grieve to hear many talkof thus reying. o
Chrifly who, tho' perhaps they are Grave, Honell, M.
xal Men, yet by their own Words appear, not to love

Gop
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Gop at all 5 whofe Souls cleav~ to the Duft, who love
the World ; who have no Part of the Mind that was
in Chrift.

6. Query the Sixth. « Whether the fame exalted
Strains and Notions, do not tend to weaken the Natural
and Giwil Relations among Men, by leading the Infe-
riors into whofe Heads thofe Notions are infufed toa
Difefieem of their Superiors; while they confider them
asin a much Zower Difpenfation than themfelves ; tho'
thofe Superiors are otherwife fober and good Men, and
regular Attendants on the Ordinances of Religion?

i have mentioned before, What thofe exalted No-
tions are : Thefe do not tend to weaken either the
Natural or Civil Relations among Men; Or to lead
Inferiors to a Difefteem of their Superiors, even where
thofe Superiors are ncither Good nor Sober Men,

Query the Seventh, “ Whether a Gradual Improve-
ment in Grace and Goodnefs is not a better Foun-
dation of Comfort, and of an Affurance of a Gofpel
New-Birth, than that which is founded on the Doc-
trine of a Sudden and Inflantaneous _hange; which,
if thefe beany fuch Thing, is not eafly diftinguithed
from Fancy and Imagination ; the Workings whereof
we may well fuppofe_to be more ffrong and powcerful,
while the Perfon confiders himfelf in the State of one
who is admitted as a Candidate for fuch a Change, and
is taught in due Time to expeét it 2

Let us go one Step at a Time.

2 1. Whether a Gradual Improvement in Grace
and Goodnefs, is not a Good Foundation of Com-
fort

4. Doubtlefs it is, if by Grace and Goodnefs be
meant The Knowledge and Love of Gop thro®
Chrift.

2, 2. Whether it be not a Good Foundation of an
Affurance of a_ Gofpel New-Birth ?

4. 1f we daily grow in this Knowledge and Love,it is
a Good Progf that we are born of the Spirit. But
this does in no wife fuperfede the previous Witnfi
o_f God’s Spirit with Qurs, that we are the Children of
Goo.  And this is properly the Foundation of the Af-
furance of Faith.

2 3
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9. 3. Whether this Improvement is not 2. better
Foundation of Comfort, and of an Affurance of a
Gofpel New-Birth, than #has which is founded on the
Dottrine of a Sudden and Infiantancous Change ?

A. A better. Foundation® than that—That | What ?
To’what Subftantive does this refer ¥ According to the
Rules of Grammar, (for all the other Subftantives are
in the Genitive Cafe, and confequently to be confi-
der’d as only Parts of that which governs them) you
muft mean, A better Foundation than that Founda-
tion which is founded on this Do&rine.” As foonas I
underftand the Queftion, I will endeavour to an-
fer it

9, 4 Can that Sudden and Inflantaneous Change be
eafily. diftinguili'd from Fancy and Imagination ?

4 Juit as eafily as Light from Darknefs : Seeing it
brings forth with' it a Peace that pafleth all Under-
ftanding, a Joy unfpeakable, full of Glory, the L
of Gop and all Mankind flling the Heart, and Power
over all Sin,

9, 5. May we not well fappofe the Workings of
Imagination to be more firong and powerful in one
who is taught to expect fuch a Change ?

A. Perhaps we may—But lill the Tree is known
by its Fraits. And fuch Fruits as thofc abovementi-
on'd, Imagination was never yet /frong enough to pro-
duce, nor any Psaver, fave that of the Almighty.

. 7. There is only one Clanfe in the Elghth Query,
which falls under our prefent Enquiry, -

« They make it their Principal Employ, wherevee
they go, to inftil into People a few favowite Tencts
of their own ; and this with fuch Diligence and Zeal
as if the Whole of .Chriftianity depended upon them,
and all Efforts toward the trde Chriftian Life, with-
out a Belief of thofe Tenets, were vaiuand inef-
fe€tual.””

1 plead gailty to this Charge. I do make itmy
Principal, nay, my whole Employ, and that where-
ever 1 go, to inftil into the People, a few fiourie
Tenets. ~(Only be it obferv’d, they are ot my ozun,
but his that fent me.) And it is undoubtedly true,
that this I do, (cho’ deeply confcious of my Wan,

D both
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both of Zeal and Diligence) as if the Whole of Chri-
flianity depended upon them, and all Efforts without

‘them were void and vain,

I frequently fum them all up in one, In Chriff Fefus,
(i. e. according to his Gofpel) rither Gircumcifim o
waileth any Thing nor Uncircumcifion, but Faithwhich
avorketh by Love. But many Times I inftil them one
by one, under thefe, or the like Expreflions. Thou
/lz/.« lowe the Lord thy GOD avith all thy Heart, and
with all thy Mind, and avith all thy Soul, and
avith all thy Strength: Thou fbalt love thy Neighlour as
#hyfelf s as thy own Soul ; as Chrift loved us. GOD
is Lowe : and ke that dwelleth in Lowe, duelleth in
GOD, and GOD in Him. Love worketh no il to bis
Neighbour : therefore Love is the Fulflling of the Law.
While ave bave Time let us do Good unto all Men ; efpe-
cially unto them that are of the Houfbold of Fuith,
Whatfoewer ye would that Men foould ds unts you, cven
Jo do unto ther.

Thefe are my fuwsarite Tenets, and have been for
many Years. O that I could inflil them into every
Sou1 throughout the Land! Ought they not to be
inflilled with fuch Diligence and Zeal, as if the Whole
of Chriftianity depended upon them? For who can
deny, that all Efforts toward a Chriftian Life, without
more than a bare Belicf; without a thorough Experi-
ence and Practice of thefe, are utterly vain and inefe
feltual

8. Part of your Ninth Query is to the fame Effeét:

“ A few young Heads fet up their owun Schemes,
as the grear Standard of Chritianity : And indulge
<keir cwn Notions to fuch a Degree; as to perplex,
anhinge, terrify and difira& the Minds of Multitudes
of Pecple, who have lived from their Infancy undera

Gofpel-Miniftry, and in the regular Exercife of 2 Go-
ipel-Worthip. ~ And all this, by perfuading them, that
they neither are nor can be trae Chriflians, but by
adheriag to their Dodtrines.”

What do you mean by #heir scun Schemes? Their
own Notions ? Their 'Dollrines ? Are they not yours
1002 Are they not the Schemes, the Notions, the
Doftrings of fefus Chrit? The Great, Fundamental

Truths
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Traths of his Gofpél? Can you deny one of thems
without denying the Bible :—1It is hard for you to
kick againft the Pricks ! :

“ They perfuade (you fay) Maltitades of People,
that they cannot be True Chriftians, but by adhering
to their Do@rines.” Why, who fays they can? Who-
foever he be, I will prove him to be an Infidel. Do
you fay, That any Man can be a trae Chriflian,
without loving Gop and his Neighbour ? Surely you
have not fo learned Chrift | It is your Do@rine, as
well as mine, and St. Pauls, Tho' I fpeak awith the
Tongae of Min and gl the' 1 have ol Knvwledge,
and all Faith; Tho' I give all my Goods to fied the
Por, sea, my Body 10 be burn'd, and bove not Love, I
am _nothing.

Whatever Public Worfhip, thercfore, People may
have attended, or whatever Miniltry they have lived:
under from their Infancy, they muft, at all Hazards,
be convinced of this, or they perifh for ever: Yea,
tho' that Conviftion at firlt unbinge them ever {o
much ; tho’ it fhould, in & mannex, diffract them for
a Seafon, For it is better that they towd be perplex'd
and terrified now, than they fhould fleep on and a-
wake in Hell,

9. In the 10, 12, and 13th Queries I am not con-
cern'd. But you include me allo, when you fay in
the r1ch,  They abfolutely deny, that Recreations
of any Kind, confidered as fuch, are or can be in-
nocent,"” s

I cannot find any fuch Afiertion of mine, either in
the Place yourefer to, or any other, Rut what Kinds
of Recreation are innocent, it is cafy to determing by
that plain Rule, Whether ye eat or drink, or whatevey
¢ day do all 10" 1o Gl of GOD.

am now to take my leave of you for the prefent,
But firk I wou'd eamyeﬁly imrea}; you to alfqm':f:
yourkelf_what our Dottrines are, before you make any
fa'rrhe_r O!ﬁrwqm upon them. Surely, touching the
Nature of éalyatxon we agree, That Pure Religion and.
wundefiled is this, To wifit the Fatherlefs and Widoew in
their Afiiction, to do all pofiible Good, from a Prine
ciple of Love to Gop and Man: and to keep ourfeles
Cig din wnfpot-
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anfjotied from the World, Inwardly and Outwardly to
to abflain from all Evil.

10. With Regard to the Condition of Salvation, it
may be remembred, that I allow, not only Faith, but
likewife Holinefs or Univerfal Obedience, to be the
Ordinary Condition of Fin:/-Salvation : And that when
I fay, Faith alone is the Condition of Prefent Salva-
tion, what I would affert is this ; 1. That without
Faith no Man can be faved from his Sins, can beei-
ther Inwardly or Outwardly Holy. And 2. That at
what T'ime foever Faith is given, Holinefs commences
in the Soul. For that Inftunt, #be Lowe of GOD,
(which is the Source of Holinefs) is fbed abroadin the
Heart.

But it is objefted by the Author of The Notiomsof |

e Methodiffs d.?,-m " Sts Fames fays, Can
Faith fave bim ? 1 anfwer, Such a Faith as is without
Works cannot bring @ Man to Heawen, But this is
quite befide the Prefent Queftion.

You obje&, z. «“ St. Paw/ fays, That Faith made
Jerfet by Love, St. James, That Faith made per-
# &y Works, is_the Condition of Salvation.” You
mean Final Salvation. 1 fay o too: But this allo is
befide the Queftion,

You obje€, 3. That the Belief of the Gofpel, is
called the Obedience of Faith, Rom. i. 5. And 4.
“That what Yaiah terms Belicving, St. Paul terms O-
Leying. Suppofe I grant you both the one and the
other, what will you infer 7

You objet, 5. That in one Scripture our Lord is
dtiled Tke Saviour of them that believe : and in ano-
ther, The Author of Eternal Salvation, to all them that
obey him. 6. That to the Galatians St. Paul writes,
Neither Circumcifion_awaileth any thing, nor Uncircun-
<ifion, but Faith which avorketh by Love : And to the
Corinthians, Circumcifion is nothing, and Uncircumeifion
85 nothing, but the kecping the Commandments of GOD.
And hence you conclude, *“ There are feveral Texts
of Scripture, wherein Unbelief and Difobedience are
equivalently ufed.” Very true: But can yoa coi-
clude from thence, that we are not Sawed by Faith "?’”

I, You
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11, You proceed to anfiver fome Texts which I
had quoted. The Firit is Bpb. ii.. 8. By Grace ye
are fued thro' Faith,  But (fay you) Faith does
not ‘mean here, that Grace efpecially fo calld, but
includes alfo Obedience,” But how do you prove this?
‘That Circamftance you had forgot: And fo run off
with a Comment upon the Context 3 to which 1 have
no other Objection, than that it is nothing at all to
the Queftion. el .

Ir%ud fome Time after you add, * It is plain
then that Good Works are always, in St. Pax/’s Judg-
ment, join'd with Faith.”  (So_undoubtedly they are,
that s, as an Effe is always join'd with its Canfe)
< And therefore we are not faved by Faith alone’ I
canvot pofibly, allow the Confequence.

You afterwards cite Two more Texts, and add,
“ You fee mere Faith cannot be a Condition of Ju-
Rification,” Yoa are out of your Way.. -We are no
‘more talking now of Juftification than of Final Salvation.

In confidering 492 xvi, 31. Believe in the Lord Jefus
and thou fhalt i« Jeved.  You fay again, * ilere the
Word Bilieve does not fignify Faith only.—Faith ne-
ceflirily produces Charity and Repentance 5 Therefore,
thefe are exprefs’d by the Word Believe.” . e. Faith
neceflarily - produces Holinefs. - Therefore Holinefs is
a Condition of Holinefs. I want farther Proof,
‘That Paul and Silus fpake unto hine the Word of the
Lord; and that bis Faith did in the fame Hour work
by Love, T tike to be no Proof at all. N\

You then undertake to. thew, - that confefiing our
Sins, is a Condition of Jafkification, and that a Con-
fidence in the Love .of Gob, is not a Condition.
Some of your, Words are, * This, Good Sir, give
me leave to fay, is. the greatelt Nonfenfe and Con-
tradiction poflible. It is impoffible you can under-
ftand this Jargon yourfelf, and therefore you labour
“I‘ vram t‘\z makewi( intelligible to others. " You foar
aloft on Eagle’s Winge, and leave the Peoplef «
gape and i‘re aﬁzgyou,” PCERaR
o l: u;’try prelrky, and very lively. Bt it is go.

ing o the purpofe. . For we. are: not now fpeaki;
of Julification ;' Neither Lave, T Gid one Woud &

Cs “Fhe
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« The Condition of Juitification” in the whole Tra&t
to which you here refer,

« In the next Place (fay you) if we are faved (fnally
you mean) only by a Confidence in the Love of Goo”
~——Here I muff flop you again ; you are now running
befide the Queftion, on the other Hand. The Sole
Pofition which I here advance is this: True Believers
are faved from Inward and outward Sin by Faith. By
Faith Alone the Loveof Gop and All Mankind isfhed
abroad in their Hearts, bringin% with it the Mind that
was in Chrift, and producing all Holinefs of Converfa:
tion.

IV. 1. Tamnow to confider, What has been late-
1y objeéted, with Regard to' the Nature of Saving
Faith. 3

The Author laft mention'd * cannot underftand how
“ thofe Texts of St. Jobn are at all to the Purpofe.”
3 Jobniii. 1. Behold awbat Mamner of Lowe the Father
Bath i:ﬂa-w'd-gu us, that ave fhow’d be called the Soms
of GOD. Andc. 4. v.19. We love bim, becanfe he |
Jirft Towed as, ¥ anfwer 1. Thefe Texts were not pro-
duced in #he Appeal, by Way of Proof, but of Illuftra-
tion only. But, 2. I apprebend they may be produced
s a Proof, “both that Chriftian Faith implies a Confi-
dence in the Love of Gop, and that fuch a Confidence
has'a direét Tendeney to Salvation, to Helinefs both
of Heart and Life, <
Bebold avhat Manner of Lowe the Father hath be- |
fow'd upon us, that wwe Jeow'd be called the Sons of
GOD! Are not thefe Words an Expreflion of Chriftian
Faith 2 As dire&t an one as can well be conceived } And '
T appeal to every Man, whesher they do not exprefs
the ftrongeft Confidence of the Love of Gop ¢ Your
ewn Commient puts this beyond Difpute. * Letus ;
confider attentively and with grateful Hearts, the great
Love and Mercy of Gop, in celling us #o be his Sons,
and beflowing on us the Privileges belonging to fuch.”
Do you not perceive, that you have given up the Caufe
You have yourfelf taught ‘s, that thefe Words imply
A Seufe of the great Love and Merey of Gon,h in
cs
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beftowing upon us the Privileges belonging to ‘his
Sons.™

The Apofle adds, Belrved, now are we the Sons of
GOD ; and it doth not yet appear what we fball b :
But awe Anow that awhen be foall appear, we foall be
Jike Him s for awe fball fee bim as be is.

Ifuppofe no one will fay, either that thefe Words are
not expreflive of Chriftian Faith ; or, that they donot
imply the ftrongeft Confidence in the Love of Gop. It
follows, Andevery Man that bath this Hope in him, pu=
rificth bimfelf even as be is pure.

Hence it appears, That this Faith is a Saving Faith,
that there is the clofeft Connexion between this Faith
and Holinefs. This Text therefore is dire@tly to the
Purpoge, in Refpe&t of both the Propofitions to be

roved.

i The Other is, W lJove Him, becaufe ke firft loved
Us. And here alfo, for fear I fhou’d fail in the Proof,
You have drawn it up ready to my Hands.

“ Gop fent his only Son—to redeem us from Sin,
by purchafing for us Grace and Salvation. By which
Grace wem—thro’ Faith and Repentance have our Sins
pardoned—And_therefore we are bound to return the
Tribute of our Love and Gratitude, and to obey him
faithfally as long as we live.” :

Now, that ave bave our Sins curdm‘d, if we do nat
now they are pardoned, cannot bind us either'to Love
or Obedience. But if we do know it, and by that
very Knowledge, or Confidence in the Pardoning Love
of Gop,, are both bound and enabled tolove and obey
him, this is the whole of what I contend for,

2. You afterwards objet againft fome other Texts
which I had cited, to ‘illufirate the Nature of Saving
Faith. My Words were, * Hear believing 708, de
claring his Faith, I dwoxo that my Redeemer fveth, T
here affirm two Things, 1. That Job was then a Be-
Hever. 2. That he declared his Faith in thefe Words,
And all T affrm, Yoa zllow. Your own Words are,
¢ GOD was pleafed' to' beftow upon him a flrong A~
< furance of his Favour—to infpire him with a Pro-
« phecy of the Refurreéion, and that he fhould have a

in i i

o Share in ity

: |
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I went om, * Hear Thomas, when having feen he
believed, crying out, My Lord and_my GOD™ Here.
on you-comment thus, * The Meaning of which s
that St. Zhomas makes a Confeflion, both of his Faith
and Repentance.” I agree with you. Bat youadd, “In
St. Thomas's Confefion there is not implied an Affurance
of Pardon.”  You cannot agree with yousfelf in this;
but immediately fubjoin,  If it did imply fach an Affir
ance, he might well hae it, fince he had an immediate
Revelation of it from GOD himfelf.”

Yet a little before you endeavoured to prove that
one who was not-a ' Whit behind the very chief Apofties
had not fuch an Affurance: Where, in order to fhew
that Faith does not imply this, you faid, ¢ St. Paul
methinks has fully determined this Point }x Cor.iv. 4)
7 knoww norking by myfelf, fays he, yet am Lot herelyjife
sified-—"* And.if an'Apofile fo illaminated, don't hirk
himfelf juftified”—Then I grant, he has folly deter-
mined the Point, Bat before you abfolutely fix upon
that Conelufion,be pleafed to remember your own Com-
ment that follows, on thofe other Words of St. Paul;
The Life I noww live, 1 live by Faith in the Son of GOD,
awbo Joved e and gawe himlelf, for me. . Your Words
are, * And no_queltion a Perfon indowed with fuch
extraordinary Gifts, might arrive at a very eminent
Degree of Affurance.”—S80 he did arrive ot a wery
eminent Degree of Affurance, tho® he did ast thivk bim=
Jelf jufiified !

I can fcarce think you have read over. that Chapter
to the Coloffians : Elle furely you would not affert, that
thofe Words on which the Strefs lies, (wiz. Who bath
delivered us from the. Power of Darkaefi, and hath
sranflated us into the Kingdom of bis dear Son : In whom
we bawe Redemption thro’ bis Bloody ewen the Forgive
nefi of Sins) do not relate to Paul/ and Timothy who
wrote the Bpifle, but to the Coloffians, to whom they
wrote.”® I need be at no Pains to anfwer this; for pre-
fenily after your own Words ase, ** e hath made Us,
meaning the Colofians as well as himfelf, meet to be
Inheritors,”~—

3. You may eafily obferve, that I quoted the Coun-
il of Trent by Memiory, not having the Book then by
mie. Iown, and thank you for correting my rgﬁ(.

€
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take : But in correcting one, you make another. For,
the Decrees of the Sixth Seffion were not “ publifhied
on the 13th of Fanuary * But the Seflion itfelf began
on that Day.

T cannot help reciting your next Words, altho’ they
are not exatily to the prefent Queftion. 2

““ The Words of the 12th Canon of the Council of

. Trent are,”

“ If any Man fhall fay that Jutifying Faith is no-
thing elfe but a Confidence in the Divine Mercy, re-
mitting Sins for Chrift's Sake, and that this Confidence.
is that alone by which we are juflified, let him be ac-
curfed.”  You add,

“ This, Sir, Iam fure is True Doftrine, and per-
fedly agreeable to the Doérine of our Church. And
fo you are not only anathematiz’d by the Council of
Trent, but alfo condemn’d by our own Church.”

““ Our Charch holds no fuch fcandalous and difgrace-
ful Opinion,”—According to our Church, no Man can
have * the True Faith, who has not a loving Heart.”
~—Therefore Faith is not a Confidence that any Man’s
Sins are adtually forgiven, and he reconciled to Gop.’*
(What have the Premiffes to do with the Conclufion 1)

. To decide this, Let our Church fpeak for herfelf.
Wﬁether fhe does not fuppofe and teach, that every
particular Believer knows that 4is Sins are forgiven, and
Le bimfelf is reconciled to Gop.

Firlt then, Our Church fuppofes and teaches every
puricalar Believer, to iy concerning himiel, * In my

aptifin Jwas made a Member of Chrift, a Child of GOD,
and an_ Inkeritor of the Kingdom of Heawen, And 1
thank GOD avho hath called me to that State of Salva-
tion.  And 1 pray GOD that I may continue in the fame,
t0 my Life's End,

Now does this Perfon #zow what he fays to be true ?
Ifnot, it is the groffeft Hypocrify. But if he does,
gnen he knows, that ke in particular is reconciled to

oD.

The next Words I fhall quote may be a Comment on
thefe : May Gop write them in our Hearts |

A true Chriftian Man is not afraid to die, who is
the very Member of Chrift, the Temple of lheclgo}*y

off,
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Ghott, the Son of GOD, and the very Inheritor of the
everlafting Kingdom of Heaven. But plainly contrary,
he not only puts away the Fear of Death, but withes,
gl ﬁ)ngs heartily for it. Sermon againft the
Fear of Death” . Part.

Can this be, unlefs he has a fure Confidence that he,
in particular, is reconciled to GOD ?

* Men commonly fear Death, firft becaufe of leaving
their worldly Goods and Pleafures, 2. For fear of the
Pains of Death; and, 3. For fear of perpetual Dam-
nation. But none of thefe Caufes trouble good Men,
becaufe they fay themfclves by true Faith, perfedt
Charity, and fure Hope of endlefs Joy and Blifs ever-
lafting™  ibid. II. Part.

““ All thefe therefore have great Caufe to be full of
Joy, and not to fear Death nor everlafting Damnation.
For Death cannot deprive them of Jefus Chrift, Death
cannot take him from us, nor us from him.  Death not
only cannot harm us, but alfo fhall profic us and join
us to GOD more perfeétly. And thereof a Chriftian
Heart may farely be certified, Zr is GOD, faith St.
Paul, awhich bath given us an Earneft of bis Spirit. As
long as we be in the Body, weare ina frange Country.
But we have a Defire rather to be at home with.
GOD.”  ibid.

He that runneth may read in all thefe Words, the
Confidence which our Church fuppofes, every particular
Believer to have, that he himfelf 1s reconciled to GOD.

To proceed, * The only Inftrument of Salvation re-

uired on our Parts is Faith, that is, a fure Truft and

“onfidence, that GOD both hath and will forgive our
Sins, that he hath accepted us again into his Favour,
for the Merits of Chrift’s Death and Paffion.”  Second
Sermon on the Paffion.

““ But here, we muft take heed that ‘we do not halt
with GOD, thro an unconftant, wavering Faich. Peter
coming to Chrift upon the Water, becaule he fainted
in Faith was in Danger of drowning. So we, if we
begin to waver or doubt, it is to be feared Icft we
fhould fink as Peser did: Not into the Water, but into
the bottomlefs Pit of Hell-fire, Therefore I fay unto
you, that we muft apprehend the Merits of Chriﬂ;

Deat
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Death by Faith, and that with a frong and fedfaft
Faith : Nothing doubting, but that Chrift by his own
Oblation hath taken away our Sins, and hath reftored
us again to GOD’s Favour,”  ibid.

5. If it be fill faid, That the Church fpeaks only
of Men in general, but not of the Confidence of this
or that particular Perfon: Even this laft, poor Subter
fuge, is utterly cut off by the following Words :

¢ Thou, O Man, hait received the Body of Chrift
which was once broken, and his Blood which was thed
for the Remiffion of #4y Sin. Thou haft received his
Body, to have within #bes the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghoft, for to endow thee with Grace, and to
comfort thee with their Prefence. Thou haft received
his Body, to endow thee with everlafting Righteoufnefs,
and 10 afire thee of everlalting BUGs. — Sermon on the
Refurreétion.

I fhall add but one Paflage more, from the firft Part
of the Sermon on the Sacrament. .

“¢ Have a fure and conftant Faith, not only that the
Death of Chrit is available for all the World, but that
he hath made a full and fufficient Sacrifice for ¢ee, a
perfett Cleanfing of by Sins, fo that thou mayft fay
with the Apofle, b /oved thee and gave himfelf for
thee.  For this is, to make Chrilt thine own, and to
apply his Merits unto #4y/elf."

" every reafonable Man now judge for himfelf,
what is the Senfe of our Church as to the Narure
of Sawving Faith. Does it not abundantly appear,
that the Church of England fuppofes every particular
Believer, to have a fure Confidence, that is Sins are
forgiven and fe binfelf reconciled to GOD? Yea, and
how can the abfolute Neceflity of this Faith, this un-
wavering Confidence, be more ftrongly or peremptorily
afferted, than it is in thofe Words : * If we begin to
waver or doubt, it is to be feared, let we fnk as
Peter did: Not into the Water ; but into the bottoms
Iefs Pit of Hell fire i

6. I would willingly difmifs this Writer here. I
had faid in the Barnef? Appeal (what T am daily more
and more confirmed in) that this Faith is ufually given

in
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in @ Moment. = This you greatly diflike, Your Ar.
gument againit it, if pat into Form, will run thas:

« They who firft apprehended the Meaing of the
Words delivered, then gave their Affent to them, they
had’ Confidence in the Promifes to which they affented,
and lafily, loved GOD, did not receive Faith in 3
Moment.

But the Believers mentioned in  #he Ads, firlt appre.
hended' the Meaning of the Words, then gave
Affent, then had Confidence in the Promifes, and
Iaftly, loved GOD : Therefore

The Believers mentioned in #be As, did not re
‘ceive Faith in a Moment.””

I deny the Major. They might firft Apprehend, then
Affent, then Confide, then Love, and yet receive Faith |
in a Moment : In‘#hat Moment, wherein their general
Confidence became particular, fo~ that each could fy,
« My Lord, and my GOD.”

One Paragraph more I will be at the Pains to tran-
feribe.  “ You infinuate, that the Sacraments are
only requifite to the Well-being of a Vifible Church:
Whereas the Church declares, that the due Admini-
ftration of them, is an Effential Property thereof. I
fappofe you hinted this to gratify your loving Diiciples
the Quakers.”

This is flat and plain. Here is a Fa& pofitively
averred ; and a Reafon alfo afligned for it. Now, do
You take yourfelf to be Man of Candor? I had almof
faid, of common Honefty? My very Words in the
Place refer’d to, are, * A Vifible Church is a Com-
pany of faithful People. This is the Effence of it.
And the Properties thereof are, That the pure Word of '
GOD be preached therein, and the Sacraments duly
adminiftred ™

7. Before I take my leave, T cannot but recommend |
to you that Advice of a wife and good Man.

“ Be calm in arguing 3 for Fiercenels makes
« Error a Fault, and Truth Difcourtefy.”

T am grieved at your extreme Warmth: You are in
a thorough Ill-humour from the very Beginning of
yous
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your Book to the End. | This cannot hurt rze: But &
tmay, yourfilf. And it does not avall help your Caufes
If you denounce againft me ali the Cutles fom Genflé
10 the Rewelation, they will not amount 10 one Argu-
ment. 1 am willing (fo far as I know myfelf) to be
reproved either by you or any other. But whateyer
you do, let it be done in Love, in Patience, in Mee!
nefs of Wifdom, GA#he

V. 1. With regard to the Author of Faith and Sal-
vation, abundance of Obje€tions have been made : Fe
being a current Opinion, that ** Chriftians ar¢ not Now
to receive the Holy Ghoft.”

Accordingly, whenever we fpeak of the Spirit of
Gon,. of his Operations in the Souls of Men, of kis re-
wealing unto us the Thingsof Gon, o infhiring s vyith

ood Defires or Tempers ; whenever e mentiop ' thé
Feeling his mighty Power, wwarking in i, 461
good Fleafure: The general Anfiver w
% This is all rank Enthafiafin. So it was wi
and filk Chriftians. But only Zz#bufia/ls prev
now."”

“Thus all the Scriptures, abundance of which mizht
be praduced, are fet afide at one Stroke,  And who-
ever cites them, as belonging to all Chrifiians, s (it
down for an Entlufiaft. -,

The firft Tra& 1 have feen, wrote exprefly on this
Head, is remarkably intitled, .

«¢ L he Operations of the Holy Spirit imperceptible, 1@
how Men may nw, when they are under the Gi
dance and Influence of the Spirit.”

You begin, * As we have fome among us who pre:
tend, to a more than ordinary Guidance by the Spirit~=
(indeed I do not: 1 pretend to.no other Guidanes,
than is ordinarily given to all Chriftiant) it may not b
improper to diicourfe, on the Operatipns of Gob's
Lioly Spirit."e—

J'0 this End, be thou pleafed, O graciens Foun-
tain of Truth, to afiitt me with thy Heavenly Direétion
in fpeaking of Thee,"— 4

Alas, $ir, what need have you to fpeak any more?
You have already granted all I defire, viz Tiiar * we
may @/l row enjoy, snd fmow that we do enjoy, ‘the
{leavenly Directicngf Gen's Spirit.” e

E Powever
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However, you go on, and obferve that the extrar.
dinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, were granted to the
firlt Chiiftians only, but his ordinary Graces todl
Chriftians in all Ages : Both which you then attemp
to enumerate : Only fufpending your Difcourfe a ltde,
when * fomeconceited Enthufiafis® come in your Way.
2. You next enquire, * After what Manner thele
Graces are rais'd_in our Souls 2"’ And anfiver,  How
to diftinguifh thefe Heavenly Motions, from the Nt
xal Operations of our Minds, we have no Lightt
difcover : The Scriptures—declaring that the Operat
of the Holy Spirit, are not fubjeét to any Senfible
Feelings or P i For what Ce ications can
there %e between Feelings which are Properties pecaliar
10 Matter, and the Suggeftions of the Spirit fem—==
All Reafonable Chriftians belicve, that he works his
Graces in us in an imperceptible’ Manner ; and that
there is no fenfible Difference between His and the
natural Operations of our Minds.™

I conceive thisto be the Strength of your Caufe.
To fapport that Conclufion, That the Operations of
the Spirit arc Imperceptible, you here alledge, 1.
“ That all Reafonable Chriftians believe this.” So you
Jage. But I want Proof. 2. ** That there can be no
‘Communications (I fear, you miftook the Word) be-
tween the Suggeftions of the Spirit, and Fee/ings which
are Properties peculiar. to Matter.” How ! Are the Feel-
3‘;5: now in Queftion, Properties peculiar to Matrer?
'he Feeling of Peace, Joy, Love? Or any Feelingsat
all? I can no more underfiand the Philofophy than
the Divinity of this. 3. * That the Seriptures de-
clare, the Operations of the Spirit are not fubjet ©
any Senfible Ft:ling;," You are here difproving, as you
fuppofe, a Propofition of mine. But are you fure you
underftand it ? By feeling, I mean, being inwardly con-
fcious of, By the Operations of the Spirit, 1do not
mean #he Manner in which he operates, but the Grace:
which he operates in a Chnftian, Now be pleas'd to
produce thofe Scriptures which declare, ¢ That a

Chriftian cannot fee/ or perceive thefe Qperations.”
3. Are you not convinced, Sir, that you havelaid
to my Charge things which I know not? I do not

« gravely
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# eravely tell you ( as much an Enthufiaft as yon over
I g ) be)  That I ézqu/, el (in,
your Senfe) the Motions of the Holy Spirit.” Mach
Tefs do I * make this, any more than Convulfions, Ago-
ni¢s, Howlings, Roarings, and: violent Contorfions of
the Body,” cicher ‘¢ Certain Signs_of Mens being in
a State of Salvation,” or * neceffury in order there-
unto.”  You might with equal Juftice and Truth in-
form the World, and the Worfhipful the Magiftrates
of Newcafile, 'That I make Secing the Wind of Feeling
the Light, neceffary to Salvation.

Neither do 1 ** confound the Extraordinary with the
Ordinary Operations of the Spirit.” And as to your
lait Enquiry, “ What is the beft Proof of our being
Jed by theSpiric2” I have no Exception to that jul
and feriptaral Anfiver, which you yourfelf have given,
“ A& through Change and Renovation of Mind and
Heart, and the leading a New and Holy Lifé.”

4. ¢ That I confound the Extraordinary with thé
Ordinary Operations of the Spirit, and therefore am an
Enthufiaft” is allo frongly urged, ina Chan%e delivered
to hieClergy, and lazcly publifhed by the Lord Bithop
of Litchfield and Comentry.

An Extra of the former Part of this, I fabjoin, in
his Lordthip's Words.

I cannot think it improper to obviate the Con-
tagion, of thofe Enthufiaftical Pretenfions, that have
lately betrayed whole Multitudes, either into Pre-
fumption or Melancholy. Enthufiafn mleed, when
detetted, is apt to create Infidelity; and Infdelity
is fo focking a Thing, that many rather run into,
the other Extreme, and take Refuge in Euthufiafm.
But Infidelity and Entlufia/m feem now to at in con-
cert againft our Efiab™M'd Religion. As Infidelity
has been fufficiently oppofed, I fhall now lay before
you the Weaknefs of thofe Emthufiaftical Preten-
fions.” Pager. z.

Now to confute effetually, and ftrike at the Root of
thofe Zuthufiafiical Pretenfions,

“ Firft, { fhall fhew, that it is neceffury to lay down
fome Method for diftipguithing Real from Pretended
Infpiration. Page 3. 5.

Ez Ma
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< Many Expreffions occur in the Neay Teflament cn-
«cerning the (erations of the Holy Spirit. But Ma
of an Enthufiafical Temper, have confounded Paffages
of a quite different Nature, and have jumbled together
thofe that relate to the Extraordinary Operations of the
Spirit, with thofe that relate only to his Ordinery Ine
fluences. It is thezefore neceffary to ufe fome Method
for fepatating thofe Pafl.ges, relating to the Operations
of the Spirit, that have been fo mifapplied to the §er-
vice of Entbufiafticc Pretenders. Poge 5.6.7.

“ I proceed thercfore to fhew,

« Secondly, thit a Diftinétion is to be made be-
tween thofe Paflages of Scripture about the Bleffed Spi-
rit that preuliatly belong to the Primitive Church, and
thofe that relate to Chriftians in all dges.” Page 7.

““The Exigencies of the Apoftolical Age required the
Miracudous Gifts of the Spirit.  But thefe' foon ceafed,
When therefore we meet in the Scripture with an Ac-
count of thofe Extraordinary Gifts, and likewife with
a1 Account of his Ordinary Operations, we muft diftine
guifl the one from the other.  And that not only for
n Satisfaion, but as a Means to fop the Growth

4 . 10,

Al nétion ought to be made, by
¢! ¢ beft Methods of interpreting the Scriptures : which
molt certainlysare an attentive Confideration of the Oc-
cifion aud Scope of thofe Paffages, in concurrence
with the General Seofe of the Primitive Church.

A
B o date. Tietly: to e fome of the chieh
PaTiges of Scripture that are mif{pp\icd by Modem
Enthufiofis, and to fhew that they are to be interpre-
ted chiefly, if not only, of the Apoftolical Church ;
and that they wery fittle, if at all relate, to the
Prefent Stite of Chriftians.” p. 12
1 begin, foys your Lordfhip, with the Origiral
Prowife of the Spirit, as made by our Lord a lirde be-

fore he left the World™
I muft take the Liberty to flop your Lordfhip on
the Threhold. I-deny that This is she Origin/
Fromife of the Sirit. 1 expectehis Affiftance, in Vi
e

|
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tue of many Promifes, fome hundred Years priorito
his. 3

this.

If you fay,  However this is the Original or firlk
Promife of the Spirit, in the New Teftament.” No,
my Lord ; Thole Words were fpoken long before &
He Jball beptize you avith -the Holy Ghofls and with

Fire.

Will you reply ? “ Well, but This is: the Original
Promife ade by our Lord."* T anfwer, not fo neither.
For it was before this, Fefus himfelf food and cried.
IF any Mun Thirfty let bim come unto me and drinky
He that believeth on me; as the Scripture hath faid,
out of bis Belly foall flow Rivers of living Waters
And this be Jpake of the Spirit, wbich they. fooudd re«
ceive awho believed on him (3 {udnor AapBann & i
sevuls ise awrty) IF I miftake not, this may more jufte
Iy be term’d, our Lord’s Original Promifi of the Spi
#it. And who will affert, That this is to be interprets
ed chicfly, i{:“ only of the Apoftolical Church?”

6. Your Lordfhip proceeds : * It occars in the 1 th
and 16th Chapters of St. Foba's Gofpel; in wiich
ke ufes, thefe Words"— In “what Verfes, my. Lord?
* Why is not this fpecified ? Unles to furnifh your
Lordfhip with an Opportanity of doing the very Thing
whereof you before complained, of mzunding
Paffages of a quite contrary Nature, and jumbling tos
gether thofe that relate to the Extraordinary Operati-
ons of the Spirit, with thofe that relate to his Ordis
aary Infucnces?” :

You cite the Words thuss When the Spirit of Truth
is come, be wwill guide you into all Truth, and %e avill
Jpew you Things to come.  (Thefe are nearly.the Words
that occur, Chap. xvi. ver. 13.)

< And again, The Conforter, wwhich is the Haly Ghoft,
avham the Fatber rw‘ll/md in my Name, be fball ‘teach
you all Things, and bring all Things to your Reviem-
branct, wbatfeewer 1 have fuid unto you, "Fhefe: Words
occur in the 14th Chapter, at the 26th Verfe,” A

* Itake it for granted, That the Citation of Texts in
the Margin, which is totally awrong, is a Blunder: of
the Printer’s,

E3 Bus,
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«/But, my Lord, I'want the Original Promife fil;
the Original (I mean) of thofe made in this very Dif-
coutfe; " Indeed your Margin tells us, ‘where it
(Chap. xiv. Ver, 16) but theWords appear not, Takes
together with the Context they run thus:
I ye love me; kecp my Commandments,

And T will pray the Father, and he <oill give you am-
ther Comforters that ke miay abide wvith you  for ever :

Ewen the Spirit of Truth, avhom the Werld cammt
receive, becaufe it feeth bim not, meither Frocveth hin,
Chap. xiv. ver. 15, 16, 17.
. My ‘Lotd, fuffer me. to enquire, why you {lipt over
this Text? Wasit not (I appeal to the Searcher of

meant only Sixty or Seventy Vears; or to allow,
That the Text' muft be interpreted of the Ordi
zary Operaions of ' the Spirit, in all fature Ages of
the Church. $

And indeed that the Promife in this Text belongs
to-all Chriftians, evidently appears, ot only  from
your Lordfhip's own Concefion, and from the Text
itlelf, for who can deny, that_this Comforter or Pa
raclete is now’ given to all them that belicve ?) but
alfo from the preceding, as well as following, Words,
The: preceding are, Jf 5e love me, heep my Command.
ments. . And 1 awill pray the Fathere—None furely can
doubt, but thefe belong to all Chriftians in all Ages, |
The following Words are, Even the Spirit_of Trath,
wwbom the World cannot receive, Trae 5 the World
cannot 5 but o/l Chriftiari can, and will receive him
Jor ever.

6. The Second Promile of the Comforter, made in |
this Chapter, together with its Context, ftands thus:

Jodas faith unto hin (ot Ycariot) Lard, bow is it thit |
thou avilt  manifefp thyfelf unto us, and mot wite th
World? Ver, 22,

T efus anfavered and Jaid unto bim, if any Man lowe
oy b woill keep my Word. Hnid my Father will loat
Aien, and wwe awill come! unto bim; and make our Abode
with bim, Ver. 23,

9 He
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He that loveth me not, heepeth not my Word: and the
Word avkich ye bear is not mine, but the Fathers which
Sent me. Ver. 24. v .

Thefe Things bave 1 fpoken: unto youy being yet with
you. Ver. 25,

But the Comfortery awbich is the Haoly Ghoft, nohom
#be Father sill fend in: my Naniey be woill teich you all
Things, and bring oll %‘w 1 your Remembrance,
awhatfoever 1 bave fuid unto you, Ver, 26,

Now, how does your Lordfhip prove. that this
Promife belongs only to_the Primitive Church? Why,
1. You fay, ‘"t is very clear, from the bare Recital
of the Words.” 1 apprebend not. But . this is the
very Queftion, which 1 not to e begg'd, but provid.
2. You™fay, The Spirit's bringing all Things 1o their
Remembrance, wbatfoever e bad faid unto them, cannot
pofiibly be applied to any  other Perfons but the Apo-
illes.””” ¢ Cannot beapplied I This is - fiat begging
the Queftion again, which I cannot give up without
better Reufons. 3. ** The Gifts of Prophecy, and of
beini guided into "all Truth, and, taight -all Things,
can be applied only to the Apoftles, and thofe of
that Age who were immediately infpired.” Here your
Lordthip, in Order the more plaufibly. to-beg the
Quetion, again *“jumbles together the Extravrdinary
with the Ordinary Operations of the Spirit.” The
Gift of Prophecs, we know, is one of his xtraordinary
Operations; but there is not a Word of it in this
Text: Nor therefore ought it to be ‘% confounded
with his Ordinary Operations,” fuch as the being
guided into all Trurh, (all that is neceflary 1o Salvation)
and taught all (neceflary) Things, in a dug Ufe of the
Means he hath ordain’d. Ver. 26.

In the fame Manner, namely, in a Serious and Con-
fant Ufe of Proper Means, I believe the Affitance of the
Holy Ghott is given to all Chriftians, to éring all Things
necdtul to their Remembrance, wwhatfocver ”élm'ﬂ hath
Jpoken to them in his Word. So that I fee no Qcca-
fion to_grant, without fome kind  of Proof, (cfpecially
confidering the Occafion of this, and the Scope of the
preceding Verfes) That even * this Promife. cannot

poffibly
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poﬁb}y be applied to any other Perfons but the
Apoftles.

. In the fame Difcourfe of our Lord we havea
Third Promife of the Comforter. The whole Claufe
runs thus:

I5 1 go nat.away, the Comfurter. avill not come unta
geits bt if L go, Lawill fend bim unto you. Chap. i

] wohen be.is comey. be will reprowe (or convince)
the ”’lrld of Sin, ard of Righteounefs, and of Judg-
ment, ver. 8.
oF 5!1, becaufe they beliewe not on me

OF Righteoufuefs, becaufe I go to my F‘atlur, and ye
Jee me n0 more's

oF 7:44;»:::, becaufe the Prince of this World it
Jjudgeds Fer. 9, 10, 11.
bawe yet many Things to fay unto you ; but ye can+
ot bear them mow . (ver. 12.) But when be foall comt,
the Spirit I/‘ Truth, he awill guide you into all Truth—
Ani be will feww you Things to come. Ver. 3.

There is only one Sentence here which has not
already bcenconXdu *d, He avill e you Things to come.

And this, itis gmnred relates to the Gift of Prophecy,
one of the Extraordinary Operations of the Spirit.

The General Conclufion which your Lordfhip draws,
# expreft in thefe Words. “ Confequently all Pre-
tenfions to the Spirit, in the proper Senfe of the
‘Words of this Promife (. e. of thefe feveral Textsof
St. Fobn) are vain and infignificant, as they are claim-
ed by Modern Enthufiafis And in the End of the
fame Pnragr Ph you add, ‘ None but the Ordin

erations the Spirit are to be now expeﬁz
fince thofe tha: are of a Miraculous (or Extraordinary)
Kind are NOT PRETENDED To, even by Modem

Enthufiafts.

My Lord, this is furprizing. T read it over and
Tt Blbis 1900 Tty iow Eyes. I verily
belicve this one Claufe, with anprejudiced Perfons,
will be an anfwer to the whole Book. You have
been vehemently crying out all along again thofe
Enthuficflical Pretenders 5 nay, the very Defign of
your Book, as you openly declare, was “ to ﬁﬂP
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the Growth of their Enthufiafin : who have had the”
Affirance (a5 you politively afficm, pag. 6 )to claifh to
themfelves the Extraordinary Operations of the Holy Spis
rit.”  And here you as pofitively xffirm, That'thofe
Evtraordinary Operations “ are NoT PRETEXDED
70 by them at all}”

8. Yet your Lordfhip proceeds,  The next Paffige
of Seripture I fhall mention as peculiarly belon;in to
the Primitive Times, tho' mifapplied to the Prefent
State of Chriftizns by Modem Entbufiafts, is what
relates to the Teflimony of the Spirit, and praying by
the Spirit, in the 8th Chapter of the Epiftie to the
Romans> p. 16.

I believe it incumbent upon me thoroughly to
weigh the Force of your Lordihip’s Reafoning on this
Head. You begin, < After St. Paul had treated of
that Spiritual Principle in Chriftians, which enables
them #o mortify the Ignix of the Body——he fays, if
any Man bave not the Spirit_of Chrift, he is none of
bis. 'This makes the Diftin&tion of “a true Chriftian,
particalarly in ofition to the Fews.” 1 appre-
hend it is’ju(& l?el:s, that your Lor‘Z{hip tumns out of
the Way, when you fay, * Parciculatly in Oppofition
to the Fiws.” Such a Particular Oppofition I ean
not allow, till fome fironger Proof is produced, than
St. Paul’s occafionally mentioning Six Verfes before,
“the Imperfection of the Fewifb Law.”

Yet your Lordthip's Mind is fo full of this, thae
after repeating the 14th and 15th Verfes (a5 many as
are led by the Spirit of GOD, they are the Sons of
GOD : For ye hawe not received the Spirit of Bon-
dage again s foar : But ye have received the Spirit of
Adoftion, wherely e cry, Abba, Father!) you add,
“ In the former Part of this Verfe, the Apofie
fhews again the Imperfe@ion of the Fewih Law.’
"T'his alfo calls for Proof : Otherwife, it will not be al-
low*d,that he here {peaks of the Jeavi/s Law atall: Not,
tho’ we grant That “ the Feaws were fubje&t to the
Fear of Death, and lived, in Confequence of it, in
aState of Bondage”* For are not all Unbelievers, as
well as the Feaws, more or lefs, “in the fame Fear and
Bondage ?

You




(46)

Your Lordfhip goes on,  In the latter Part of the
Verfe he thews the Superiority of the Chriftian Law to
that of the Fomus.” p. 18. Where is the Proof, my
Lord? How does it appear, that he is fpeaking cither
3£ the Chriftian or. Fewi/s Law, in thofe Wards, Ye
bawe received the Spirit of Adoption, awhereby we oy
Abba Father ? However you infer, ** Chriftian then
are the adopted Sons of Gop, in contra-diftinétion to

. the Feavs, as.the Fermer had the Gifts of the Holy
@ihoft, which none of the Latter had at that Time:
And the Bady of the Jews never had.” No, nor the
Body. of the Ghriflians neither. So that if this be a
Proof againft the Fews, it is the very fame againt the
Ebriftians.

I muft obferve farther on the preceding Words,
1. That your Lordfbip begins here, to take the Word
Chrifiéans in a new and peculiar Senfe, for the whole
Body of the then Chriftian Church: 2. That itisa

bad Inference, “as, or becaufe they had the Gifts of
the Holy Ghoft, therefore they were the Sous of Gop."
On the one Hand, if they were the Children of Gob,
it was net, becaufe they had thofe Gifts. On the
other, a Man may have all thofe Gifts, and yet be a
Child of the Devil.

9+ I conceive, not only that your Lordfhip has pro-
wed nothing hitherto, no one Point that has any Re.
Tation to the Queftion 3 but that, firictly fpeaking, you
have not attempted to prove any thing, having raden for
anted whatever came in your way. In the fame
anner you proceed, «“ The Apoftle goes on, The Spirit
#felf beareth awitnefs avith our Spirit, that ave are th
Children of GOD. "T'his Paffage, as it is conneQed with
the preceding one, relates to the general Adoption of
Chriftians, or their becoming the Sons of Gop inftead
of the Feavs "— This Paflage relates”—How is that
proved ? By its Connexion with the preceding? In no
fe, unlefs it be good arguing to prove Lnotun per
natiss, - It has not yet been provid, that the preced-

ing Paffage itfelf has any Relation to this Matter.
Your Lordfhip adds, ¢ But what was the Ground
of this Preference that was given to Chriftians ? [t was
plaialy the (miraculous) Gifls of the Spirit, which they
had,

|
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had, and which the Jews had not.” Z%is Pr{ﬂpﬁwg
given_to Chriffians, was jult before cxprett by their
becoming the Sons of GOD inflead of the Jews. Were
the Gifts of the Spirit then the Ground of this Prefer-
ence? The Ground of their becoming the Sons of
Gop? What an Affertion is this! And now little is
it mended tho’ I allow, that * thefe Miracnlous Gifts
of the Spirit, were a Teftimony that Gop acknow-
ledged the Chriftians to be hisPcoEIc and not the
Jews: (fince the Chriftians who work’d Miracles, did
1t not by the Works of the Law, but by the Hearing of
Faith 2) %

Your Lordthip concludes, “ From thefe Paffages of
St. Paul, compared_together, it clearly follows, that
the forementioned Teftimony of the Spirit, was the Pub-
lick Tefbimony of miraculous Gifts—and, confequently,
the Witnefi of the Spirit that wve are the Childven of
GOD, cannot poflibly be applied, to the privae Tefii-
mony of the Spirit given to our own Confciences, as is
pretended by modern Enthufisfis.” p. z0.

If your Conclufion, my Lord, will ftand withont the
Premifes it may : But that it has. no Manner of Con-
nection with them, I truft does partly, and will more
#ully appear,® when we view the whole Paflige to
which you refer. And I believe that Paflage, with
very little Comment, will prove, in direct Oppofition
to that Conclufion, that the Teftimony of the Spirit
there mentioned, is not the pudlick Tefiimony of mira-
culous Gifts, but muft be applied to the f!‘i-vatl Tefi-
mony of the Spirit, given to our own Confciences.

10. St. Paul begins the 8ch Chapter of his Epiflle
to the Romans, with the great Privilege of every Chrif-
tian Believer, {whether Few or Geatils before) There is
o o Condenmation for them that are in Chrift Fofius,
engrafted into him by Faith, avbo walk not after the
Bicfh, but after the Sgirit. For now every one of them
may traly fay, The Law (or Power) of the Spirit of
Life, in Chrift Jefus (given unto me for his Sake) bar
made me fiee from the Laww (or Power) of Sin ant
Death: For that awhich the Law could not do, in that
it avas weak thre’ the Flegfb, GOD fending his owwn Som,
in the Likenefs of finful Flefb, and for Sin, did ; when b

condemanedy,
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condlemned, (crucified, ‘put to death, deftroyed) Sin i
e Bl + That the Righteonfuefs of the Law night le
Julfllad n s, ko walk nok after the Flgy bt oftr
the Spirit. For they that are ofter the Flefh, mind the |
things of the Flefb's byt they that are after the Spirtty
the g’l/in_q: of the Spirit. ver. 1.-—5.
Ts it not evident, that the Apoftle is here deferibing
4 True Chriftian, a Holy Believer # In Oppofition, not
arcicularly toa Fenw, much lefs to the Jewifs Law, |
Jut ‘to every unholy Man, to all, whether Jews of
Gentiles, wwho walk after the Fleh He goes on
o, ¢0 be carnully-minded is Death 5 but 1o, be fivi |
tually-minded i+ Life and Peace.  Becaufe the carndl
Mind is Enmity aguinft GOD : for it is ot [ubjed o
the Law of GOD ; weither indeed can be. So then they thit
are in the Flefb, cannot pleafe GOD. ver. 6.7.8.
e Oppofition betsween 2 Holy and an Unkoly Man, |
3s fill glaring and undeniable. Bat can-any Mun di-
cern, * the lealt glimmering of Oppofition, betwecn the
Chrifiian and the Fewifh LAW ¥

The Apoftle goes on, But ye are not in the Flefp, but [
in the Spirit, if Jo be that the Spirit of GOD duwell in
you. Noaw if uny Man bace not the Spirit of Chrift, |
Yo is none of His, - But if Chrift be in you, the Body is |
Gead, becaufe of (or with regard to) Siw, but the Spirét it
Life becaufe of Righteoufucfs.” But if the Spivit of Him
riat reifed up Feles from the Dead dusell in you, ke that
voifed up Chrift from the Dead foall alfo. quicken your
wartal Bodies by bis Spirit wwbich duelleth in you. There-
cove, Brethren, wwe are Debtorsy not to the Flefb, to live
ofter the Flofb. For if ye live after the Flgh e foall diti
Gt if ye thro' the Spirit do mortify the Decds of the
Body, ye fball live. For as many as are led by the Spirit
$-GOD, they are the Sons of GOD.  ver, g—=i4.

Is there one Word here, is there any the leaft Io-
timation of mirceudus Gifts, or of the Yewifs Law?

Tt follows, For ye buwe not reccived the Sprit of
Bondage again, to fear (fuch as all Sinners have, when
they are, firft ftsred up to feek Gop, and begin ©
ferve him from a flavifh Fear of Punithmens) But 3¢
bave received the Spirit of Adoption (of *free Lovel
avkereby ave * cry, Abba,” Farher. Tbe Spirit |
4 (w




(49)
(which GOD Fath fent forth into our Hearts, erying,
Abba, Father) beareth Witnefs avith our Spirit, that
wve are the Ghildren of GOD. - ver. 15, 16.

I am now willing to leave it, without farther Com-
ment, to the Judgment of every impartial Reader,
whether it does not appear from the whole Scope
and Tenor of the Text and Context taken togetner,
that this Pai does not refer to the Fewih Lav,
vor to the publith Tefimony of Miracies : Neither of
which can be dragged in, without putting the utmoft
Force on the natural Mcani;; of the Words. . And
if fo, it will follow, that this Wituefs of the Spirit is the
private Teftimony given to our own Confeiences : Which,
‘confequently, all fober Chriftians may claim, without
any Danger of Enthufiafin.

11.  But I go on (fays your Lordfhip, p 21) ta
the Confideration of the other Paffages in the fame
Chapter, relating to our Praying by the Spirit, namely
at Verfe 26 and 27. which run thus, Likewife the
Spirit alfo belpeth our. Infirmities : For e kuow ot
auvhat <we fbould pray for as we ought 5 but the Spirit it-
Jelf maketh Interceflion for us, with Groaaings which
cannot be uttered. Ard be that fearcheth the Hearts,
knoweth quhat is the Mind of the Spirit, becaufe he mak-
oth Il’n.*:ru]ian for the Saints, according to the Will of
GoD. -

Here is a Circamftance highly needful to be obferv'd,
before we enter upon this Queftion. Your Lordhip
undertakes to fix the Meaning of an Expreflion ufed
by St. Paul, in the 14th Chapter of his fuft Epiflle to,
the Corinthians. Andin order thereto, you laborioufly
explain Part of the 8th Chapter to the Romens. My
Lord, how is this? Will it be faid, Why sbis is ofien
aliedged to prove the wrong Senfe of shat Scriptire 2
1 conceive, this will not falve the Matter at all.  Your
Lordmip had before laid down a particular Method, as
the only fure one whereby to diftinguilh what Scrip-
tures belong to all Chriftians, and what donot.  This,
Method i, the Confidering the Occafion and Scope of
thofe Palliges, by comparing the Text and Context
together.  You then propofe, by the Ufe of this Me-
thod, to few, thet feveral Texts have been mifapplied

iR by
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by Entlufiafis. One of thefe is the t5th Verfe of the
14th Chapter of the firft Epiftle to ‘the Corinthian.
And to fhew, that Entbufiafis have mifapplied this
you comment on the 8th Chapter to the Romans!

However, let us weigh the Comment itfelf, The
material Part of it begins thus (p. z2.) “ Now he adds
another Proof of the Truth of Chriftianity :  Likewift
the Spirit helpeth our Infiemities (or our Diftrefls, for
#S.ssbas fignifies both.”) (Idoubt that : T require Av-

- thority for it.) “ And then he mentions, in what la-
flances he does fo, wiz. In Prayers to Gop about A
Hiétions"— (In nothing elfe, my Lord ? Did he b
their Infirmities, in no other Inftance than this) “We
‘Axoaw not, fays he, avhat ave fhould pray for, as wt
ought.  TuAT 15, whether it be beft for us to bear
A#licions, or to be delivered from them. But rh
Spirit, OR the Gift of the Spirit, inftrués us how to
pray in a_ Manner agreeable to the Will of Go,"
Tke Spirit, OR the Gift of the Spirit | What marvellous
Reufoning is this? If thefe “ are often put for each
other,” what then? How is that evinced to be the
Cafe here ?

12. ¢ The Apofile goes on, Tbz Spirit itfelf (p. 23.)
maketh Interceffon for us, aith Groanings ahich cannot
e uttered : Tt s, the firitual o infpired Perfon
prayed in that Capacity for the whole Affembly.”
“Tuar 15 1” Nay, That is again the very Point to
be proved, elfe we get not one Step farther.

“ The Apofile goes on thus, ver. z7. Aud be that
(p. 24.) fecrcketh the Hearts, knosoeth wwhat is the Mind
of the Spirit (Unat 15, OF the firitu=l or infpired Per-
{on) becaufe hie maketh Interceffion for the Scirts, ac
cording to the Will of GOD. Tuat 15, Gop knows
the Intention of the /piritual Perfon, ‘who has the Gift
of Prayer, which he ufes for the Benefit of the whole

Afferably’s He, 1 fay, leaves it intirely ta Gon, whe
ther it be belt that they fhould fuffer Afilictions, or be
delivered from them.” p. 2

. My Lord, this is more aftonifhing than all the reft!
T'was expedting all along in reading the preceding Pages
(nd fo, T fuppofe, was every thinking Reader) when
your Lordfhip would mention, that the Perfon mira-
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euloufly infpived for that Intent, and praying xur2 Oy
cither for the Support or Deliverance of the People,
thould hbave the wery Petition abich he asked of bim.
Whereas you intended no fuch Thing! But fhat up
the Whole with that lame and impotent Conclufion,
¢ He leaves it to Gop, whether it be beft they fhould
fuffer Afli&ions, or be delivered from them.”

Had he then that miraculous Gift of Gop, that he
might do what any common Chriftian might have done
without it? Why, any Perfon in the Congregation
might have prayed thus : Nay, could not’ pray other-
ife, jf he had the ordinery Grace of Gop =  Leaving
it to Gop, whether he fliould fuffer Afflictiors ftill, or
be delivered from them.” Was it os/y in the Apofto-
Jical Age, that “ the Spirit infruéted Chriftians #bus
to pray #” Cannot a Man pray thus, either for him.
feif or others, unlefs he have the miraculous Gift of
Prayer l—=So, according to your Lordfhip’s Judgment,
¢ To pray in fuch a manner, as in the Event to leave
the Continuance of our Suffering*, or our Deliverance
from them, with a due Submiffion, to -the gdod Plea-
fure of Gup,” is one of thofe ** extracrdinary Opera-
tions of the Spirit,” which none now pretend to but
“ modern Buthufiofie I"

1 befeech your Lordfhip to confiler. Can you coolly
maintain, that * the praying with a due Submifion to
the Will of Gop,” even in heavy Afliction, is a mi-
raculous Gift 2 An extraordinary Operatisn of the Holy
Ghott ? Is #his peculiar to the primitive Times? Is it
what none but Enthufiafis now pretend to? If not,
then your Lordfhip’s own Account of Praying by the Spirit"
indifpuably proves, that this is one of the erdinary Pris
vileges of all Chriftians, to the End of the World.

13. - I goon (your Lordthip add:) ‘to another Paf-
fage of Scriptare, that has been entirely (p. 27.) mif-
applied by modem Enthufiafis. 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. And
my Speech and my Preacbing avere not awith inticing
Words of Mur's Widom, but in Densonfiration of the
Spirit and of Power 5 that your Faith fbould not fand in
the Wifidom of Man, but in the Power of GOD., Page 29.

“¢ It is only neceflary to evince, that by the Denion-
Jiration of the Stirit and of Powvers meant the Demon-
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firation of the Truth of Chriftianity, that arifes fromg
the Prophecies of the O/ Teftament and the Miracles o
Chrift and bis dpofifes.” Yes, it is neceffary farther to
evince, that thefe Words have #o other Meaning. Bat
firft, How will you evince, that they bear this ¥ In or-
der thereto, yoar Lordfhip argues thus :

“ The former feems 1o be the Demonfiration of the
pirit, with regard to the prophetical Teftimonies of
tum. — And. ¢he Demonfiration of Power, muft fignify
the Power of Gon, exerted in Miracles.” (p. 30
* Maft:* Why fo? That S often fignifics mira-
culous Power, is allowed—But what follows ? That it
2xft mean {0 in this Place ? That fill remains to be
oroved. L
¥ ke your Lordihip fays, this * appears from the
following ~ Verfe, in which is afigned the Reafon
for ufing this Method of proving Chriftianity to be
e, wiz. That your Faith fhould rot fiand in the Wil
dom of Men, but in the Powser of GOU, By the Powerof
Gon rusrErors mal neceflarily be underfiood, the
Miracles performed by Chrift and” his Apoftles.” By
the illative Particle, #herefore, this Propofition fould
be an Inference from fome other ; But what other I
cannot yet difcern. So that, for the prefent I canonly
look upon it, as a frefh Inftance of begging the Quefii-

on.

““ He goes on in the 7th, 10th and following Verfes,
10 explain this DemonfBration of the Spirit and of Power.”
Bat he does not fay ‘one Syllable therein, either of the
ancient Prophecies, ox of Miracles. Nor will it be
eafily proved, that he {peaks either of one or the other,
from the Beginning of the Chapter to the End.

After n-anl‘cribing the 13th Verle, awbich Things alfp
e fpeak, notinthe Words avbich Man's Wifiiam teackett,
but avhich the Holy Ghoft teacheth, comparing firituil
Fhings with fpirityal, your Lordthip adds, * From
which laft P.zﬂ'::gc it appears, that the Words which the
Holy Ghott is {aid 0 ¢each, muft be the Prophetical Re-
velations of the Old Teftament, which were difcovered o
the Apoftles by the fame Spiric”” 1 cannot apprehend,
how this appears. 1 cannot as yet fee any Connedtion
at all between the Premiffes and the Conclufion.
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Upon the Whole, I defire any Calm and Serious
Man, toread over this whole Chapter ; and then he
will eafily judge, what is the natural Meaning of the
Words in Queftion : And whether (altho’ it beallow'd,’
That they were piuliarly fulflled i che Apofles yet)
they do not manifeflly belong, i a lower Senfe, to
every ‘True Minifter of Chrift? For what can be
more undeniable than this, That our Preaching alfo is
wvain, unlefs it be attended with #tbe Power of that
Spirit, who alone pierceth the Heart? And that your

earing is vain, unlefs the fame Pocver be prefont to
beal your Soul, and to give you a Faith which ffazd-
eth not_in the Wiflom of Man, but in the Power of'
GOD ?

14. « Another Paffage that (your Lordfhip thinks)
has been mifapplied by Enthufiafts, but was really
peculiar to the Times of the Apofties, is 1 Jobn it
20 and 27. (p. 35.) Xe have an Unltion from the
Haly One, and ye buows’ all Things.——DBut the dnoint-
ing” awhich ye have received of him abideth in soi :
And ye meed wot that any Man teach you, but oy the
Juane Awointing teacheth you of all Things, and is Truth;
and is no Lie. And even as it hath taught you, ye
Seall abide in him>’ * Here the Apoftles arms the
true Chriftians againft Seducers, by an Argument
drawn from the Unttion, fram the Holy Ore, that was
in or rather among them : that is, from the Jm-
mediate Infpiration of fome of their Teacheis.” p. 37,

Here it refls upon your Lordfhip, to prove (as well
as affirm) 1. That iy fhould be tranflated among: 2.
“That this Un&ion from the Holy One means, “ The
Infpiration of fome of their Teachers.”

The latter your Lordfhip attempts to prove thus:

“The Infpired Teachers of old were fet apart for
that Office, by an Extraordinary Effafion of the Holy-
Ghott: Therefore P 38

The Unétion from the - Holy One here, means fuch an
Effufion. 1 deny the Confequence ; fo the Queflion is
Rill to be proved. 3 A

Your Lordfhip’s fecond Argument is drawn from ths
26th Verfe of the r4th Chapter of St jfuhu's Gofpel,

i N

F3 Propofed
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Propofed in form, it will fland thus: »

*¢ If thofe Words, He fbail teach you_all Thingy,
relate only to a Miraculous. Gift of the Holy Ghof,
then thefe Words, The fame Anointing teacheth youof all
Thirgs, relate to the fame Miraculous Gift:

But thofe Words relate only . to a Miraculous Gifi:

. Therefore, thefe relate to the fame.”

_ X conceive, it will not be very eafy to make good the
Confequence in the firft Propofition. ~ But 1 deny the
Minor alfo : the Contradiétory whereto, I truft, has
appeared to be true, .

L grant indeed, That thefe Words were more eni-
nently fulfilld, in the Age of the Apoftles. But this
is altegether confiltent with their belonging ix & lauer
Senfe, to all Chriftians, in all Ages : Seeing they have
all need of en Undtion from the Holy One, 3 Super
watural Afitance from the Holy Ghott, that they may
know_in the due Ufe of all proper Means, o/l Things
needful for their Seuls Health. “Therefore it isno Er-
#huficfm, to teach That the Unczion fiom the Holy One,
belongs to all Chiftians in all. Ages,

15. There is_one. Topic of yous Lordthip’s yet un-
touch’d; that is Authority : One you have very fre-
quendy made ufe of, and wherein; probably, the Ge-
neralicy of Readers fuppofe your Lordfhip's great
Suwength lics, - And indeed when your Lordthip. fult
mentioned, (p. 41.) ** The general Senfe of the Pri
mitive Charch,” I prefumed you would have produced
fo numerous Authorities, that I fhould not eafily be able
10 confult them all. But I foon found my Mittake;
your Lordihip naming. only Chryfefiom, Feram, Origex
and drbonafius,

However, tho' thefe Four can no more be term’d the
Frimitive Church, then the Church Univerfal, yet1
confent to abide by their Suffrage. _Nay, I will goa
Step farther flill. If any two of thefe affiym, that thofe
feven Texts belong axly to. the agofiolical dge, and st
#0 s Chriffians of fucceeding Times, 1 will give up the
whole Caafe.

But lec it be obferved: If they fhould affirm, that
Whele primasily belong <o the Chrifiians of rhe @@?:A(rg

>
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Age, that does not prove  the Point, becaufe they may
ina ficondary Senfe belong to otbers notwithftanding:
Nor does any of them fpeak home to the Queftion, un-
lefs he maintain in exprefs Terms, that thefe Texts
vefer only 0 the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit, and no
at all 10 the State of ordinary Chriltians.

16. Concerning thofe thrée Texts, Fobn xiv. ver.16,
and the 26, and Fobn xvi. wer. 13. ¢ I could eafily
add (fays your Lordfhip,*) the Authorities of Chry-
Jefiom and the other ancient Commentators.” St. Chry-
Joftom’s Authority I will confider now, and that of the
others, when they are produced.

It is granted, that he interprets not only ¥obn xvi.
13. but alfo both the Paffages in the 14th Chapter,
as primarily belonging to the Apoftles. Yet Part of his
Comment on the 26th Verfe, is as follows.

*¢ Such is that Grace (of the Comforter) that if it
finds Sadnefs, it takes it away ; if evil Defire, it con-
fumes it. It cafts out Fear, and fuffers him that re-
ceives it o be a Man no longer, but tranflates him, as
it were, into Heaven. Hence none of them counted any
thing Fis awon, but continued in Prayer, with Gladueli
and Singlencfs of Heart. For this chiefly is there need
of the Holy Ghott. For the Fruit of the Spirit is Joy,
Peace, Faith, MeckneG. Indeed fpiritual Men often.
grieve 5 but that Grief is {weeter than Joy. For what-
ever is of the Spiris, is the greate®t Gain, as whatever
is of the World, is the greateft Lofs. = Let us therefore
in keeping the Commandments” (according to our
Lord’s Exhortation, wer. 15.) ‘¢ fecure the unconquer-
able Aflitance of the Spirit, and we fhall be nothing
inferior to Angels.”

.. St. Chryfoffom here, after be had fhewn, that the
Promife of the Comforter grimarify belonged to the
Apofiles ;. (And who ever queftioned it ?) undeniably
teaches, ‘That in a fecondary Senfe, it belongs to
all Chriftians : To all piritual Men, all who Aeep the
Conmuniments,” 1 appeal therefore to all Mankind,
Whether his Autberity fouching the Promife of our Lord
in thefe Texts, does not overthrow the Propofition it
was cited to prove ?
. ¥ Pageas.

Alihd’
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Altho' your Lordfhip names no other Author: here,
yet Page 42. you fay,  The afiigaed Senfe of thefe
Paffages was confirmed by the Authority of Origan”
It is ncedful therefore to add, what occars in his
Works, with regard to the prefent Queftion.

He occafionally mentions this Promife of our Lord,
in four feveral Places. But ‘it is in one only that he
fpeaks pertinently to the Point.in hand, (Vol. IL.p.403.
Edit. Bened.) where his Words are thefe :

“When the Spirit of Truth is come, be awill guide you
into all Truth, and be will teach you all Things.” *The
Sum of all good Things confifts in this, that a Man be
found worthy to receive the Grace of the Holy Ghoft.
Orherwife, nothing will be accounted perfe@ in him;
who hath not the Holy Spirit.”

Do thefe Words confirm that *“ Senfe of thofe Pal-
fages which your Lordfhip had afligned " Rather do
they not utterly overturnit? And prove, (as above)
that altho’ this gromife of our Lord, primarily belongs
to the Apofiles, yet in the fecordary Senfe, it belongs
g:cording 1o Origen's Judgment) to all Chriftians in all

"d as belonging to the
15,-16 and p. 26.

t here feems to be a Miftake. of the Name. Jerom
in locum fhould mean, Ferom upen the Place; upon
Rom. viii. 15, 16, But I cannot perceive, that there
s one Word upon that Place, in all St. Ferom’s Works.
Nor indeed has Origen commented upon it any
e than Ferom. But he occafionally mentions it in
¢ Words :

" ¢ He is a Babe who is fed with Milk—but if he feeks
the Things that are above—without doubt he will be
of the Number of thofe, who receive not the Spirit of
Bondage again unto Fear, but, the Spirit of AMption,

tho’ whom they oy, Abba Fatker™  Vol. 1. p. 79.
Again, ““ The Fulnefs of Time is come— when they
who are willing, reccive the Adoption, ‘as Pad teaches
n shefe Words, 2% bave pot received the Spirit of ﬁw
lage
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dage again unto Fear 5 but ye hawe received the Spiritafd
Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba Father ! And it is write
ten'in the Gofpel according to St. Fobu, To as many
as receitved bim, to them gawe he Power. to become the.
Sons of GOD, even to them that believe, in bis Nams,
Vol. L p. 231, 232. )

Yet again, *“ Every one that is born of Gop, and
doth not” commit Sin, by his very Actions faith, Our
Father which art in Heaven, the Spirit. itfilf bearing
Witnefs avith their Spirit, that they are the Children of
GOD.” ibid.

According to Origen therefore, this Tefflimony of the
Spirit, is notany fublick Teftimony by Miracles, pe-
culiar to the firlt ‘Times, but an smeward Tellimony,
belonging in common to all that are borm of GOD,
And Confequently the Authority of Origen does not
“ confirm that Interpretation’ neither ; but abfolutely
deflroy it

18, The lalt Authority your Lordfhip appeals to on
this Text ir, ** Thatof the great Yobu Chyyfoftom, who
reckons the Tefimony of the Spirit of Adoption by which
we cry Abba Father | nmong the miraculous Gifts of
the Spirit.” ¢ I rather chafe (your Lordthip adds,
p- 26) to refer you to the Words of St. Chry/ofom,
than to tranfcribe them here, as having almoft tranfla-
ted them in the prefent Account of the Teflimony of
the Spirit.” % ¢

However, I believe it will not be Labour loff, to
tranferibe a few of thofe Words.

It is in his Comment on the r4th Verfe, that he
firft mentions, St. Paul’s Comparifon between a Jew
and a Chriftian. . How feirly your Lordhip has répre-
fented this, le every Reader judge.

As many as are led by. the Spirit of GOD, they are
the Sons “of GOD.-———* Whereas .the fame Title
had been given of old to the Fews alfo,— he fhews
Jin the Sequel, how great a Difference there is, be-
tween that Honour and this, For tho’, fays he, the
Titles are the fame, yet the Things arenot. And
he plainly proves it, by comparing both what they
had reccived, and what they looked for. And fisit
he thews what they had receiv'd, viz. 4 Spirit of Bon-

dage.
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dage. Therefore he adds, ¢ ¥e hawe not received the
Spirit of Bondage again unto Fear : but ye have received
she Spirit of Adoption.  What means the Spirit of Fear ?
~—Obferve their whole Life, and you will know clear.
ly. For Punifiments were at their Heels, and much
Fear was on every fide, and before their Face—But
with us it is not fo. For our Mind and Confcience
are cleans’d, fo that we do all Things well, not for
Fear ofprefent Punifhment, but thro’ our Love of Geo,
and an Habit of Virtue. They therefore, tho' they
were called Sons, yet were as Siaves ; but we, being
made free, have received the Adoption, and look not
for a Land of Milk and Honey, but for Heaven.”

#““ He brings alfo another Proof, That ave buze
the Spirit of Adoption, by which, fays he, ave cry, Abha,
Father.——This is the firft Word we utter, perd 745
Onvpinds wdbevs wxatnic, a3 s Bivor ) meszadefer Doypupdn
wur yipov: after thofe amazing Throes (or Birth-Pang:)
and that ftrange and wonderful Manner of bringing
forth.”

““ He brings yet another Proc” of the Superiority
of thofe who had this Spirit of Adejtion. The Spirit
itfelf beareth wwitnefs avith our Spirit that we are the

ildren of GOD, 1 prove this, fays he, not only
m the Voice itfelf, but alfo from !gr. Caufe whence
t Voice proceeds. ~ For the Spirit faggefts the Words
- while we thus fpeak, which he hath cliewhere expreft

more plainly, GOD bath fent forth the Spirit of ks
Son into our Hecrts, crying. Abba, Father ! But what
is, The Spirit beareth avitnefs awith our Spirit? H
ans, The Paraclete by the Gift given unto us.” (But
t this was an Extraordinary Gift, we have no Inti-
ion atall, neither before nor after) * And when rhe
i irit beareth wwitnefs, what Doubt is left 3 If a Man
~ oran Angel fpake, fome might doubt. But when the
Moit High beareth witnefs to us, who can doubt any
longer

Now let any reafonable Man judge how far your
Lordfhip has ** tranflated the Words of St. Chys/ifion?
And whether he reckons the Teftimony of the Spirit -
mong the Miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoft?” Or

among
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among thofe Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit of Chrift,
which if 2 Man have not, he is none of His ?

19. The Fifth Text your Lordfhip quotes, as de-
feribing aMiraculons Gift of the Spirit, is 1 Cor. 14
15 : To prove which,you comment on the 8th Chapter
to the Ropars, particularly the 26th Verfe :
here again it is faid, ¢ That the Interpretation af-
fign'd, is confirm'd b’y {feveral of the moft eminent Fa~
thers, more_efpecial i the Great Yobn Chryfoftom, as
well as by Origen and Ferome upon the Place”

I cannot find St. Ferome to have writ one Line upon
the Place. And it s obvious, that St. Chryfoffom fup-
pofes, the whole Context from the 17th to"the 25th
Verfe, to relate to all Chriftians in all Ages.. How
this can be faid to “ confirm the Interpretation af
fign'd,” I cannot conjefture. Nay, it is remarkable,
that he ‘expounds the former Part of the 26th
Verfe, as defcribing the Ordinary Privilege of all Chri-
ians, Thus far, therefore, he does not confirm, but
overthrow * the Interpretation before affigned.”  But
in the Middle of the Verfe he breaks off, %nd expounds
the latter Part, as defcribing one of the Miraculous
Gift

1fts.
Yet T muft do the ‘Iuﬁice to this Venerable Man to
obferve, He does not fuppofe that Miraculous Gift was
given, only that the Infpired might do what any Or-
dinary Chriftian might have done without it. (This
Interpretation even of the latter Part of the Verfe,
he does in no wife confirm) But that he might ask
in every Particular Circumftance, the determinate
Thing which it was the Will of Gon to give.

20. The Third Father by whom it is fuid this In.
terpretation is confirm'd is Origen. The fuft Paffage
of his, which relates to Rom. viii. 26. runs thus : (Vol.
Lp. 19))

“ Paul perceiving how far he was, after all thefe
Things, from knowing to pray for what he ought
as he ought, fays, #e hnow not whit we fbor'd fruy
for as we ought. But he adds, whence what is want-
ing may be had by one who indeed does not know,
but labours to be found worthy of having the Defect

fopplied. For he says, Likescife the Stirit alfo helpeth
- our
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oar Difirmitees. * For awe knowo not what we fbonld pray
Jor ai we ought. But the Spirit itfelf maketh intercefion
for us, awith Groanings avhich cannot be utter'd. And he
that fearcheth the Hearts knoweth avhat is the Mindof the
Spirit's becaufe be maketh Interceffion for the Saints, ac-
cording to_ the Will of GOD. The Spirit which crieth
Abba, Father, in the Hearts of the Saints, knowing
well our Groanings in this Tabernacle, maketh In-
tercélfion for s to GOD, wwith Groanings which cant
be atterd, To the fame Effed is that Scripture, 1
Cor.. xiv.Yig. 1 awill pray aith the Spirit, Iwill pray
aith the [;ndnﬁarm'ing alfo. . For our Underfanding
(orMind ; ws) cannot pray, if the Spirit do not pray
before if, and the Underftanding, -as it were,liften to it."
" Again (Vol. IL. p. 146.) * I'would know, how the
aints cry to Gop without a Voice. The Apofile
ws, GOD bath fent forth the Spirit of his Son inta
our. Hearts, crying, Abba, Father! And he adds, The
Spirit itfelf maketh Tnterceffion for us, with Groanings
which cannot &z utter'd. | And again, He that fearcheth
the Hearts, knoweth what is the Mind of the Spirit, be-
caufe be maketh Interceffion for the Saints, according to
she Will of GOD. Thas therefore, the Spirit making
Interceffion for us with Gop, the Cry of the Saints i

heard without a Voice.”

Once more in his Homily on Fo/bua, (Vol. TI. 419.)

“ Jefus, our Lord, doth not forfake us ; but altho’
when we would pray, wwe kuow not_wwbat to pray for
as we ought, yet the Spirit itfelf maketh Intereeffion
for us wwith Groanings awhich cannot be utter'd. Now the
the Lord is that Spirit: The Spirit aflifts our Prayers,
and offers them to Goo with Groanings which we
cannot exprefs in Words.”

I believe all Rational Men will obferve from hence,
That Origen is fo far from confirming, that he quite
overturns your Lordfhip's Interpretation of the 16th 25
well as the 26th Verfe of this Chapter : Seeing, in his
Judgment, both that Teflimony of the Spirit, and this
Prayer belong to all Chritians in all Ages.,

21. The Sixth Seriptare which your Lordfhip has
undertaken-to thew, ** relates only “to the Apoflolical

Times,”
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‘Times,** is 1 Cor. ii. Ver. 4, 5. And “ this Inter-
pretation alfo, (it is faid) is confirm’d by the Autho=
tity of Ghyyfoflom, Origen, and other_ancient Writers,”
(p. 33.) With thofe other * Antient Writers” I haveno
concern yet. St. Chryfoffors fo far confirms this In-
terpretation, s to explain that whole Phrafe, the De-
monfiration of the Spirit.and. of Posuer, of ** the Power
of the Spirit fhewn by Miracles,” But he fays not
one Word, of any * Proof of  the Chriltian Religion,
arifing from the Types and Prophecies of the Old
Teftament.”

Origen has thefe Words (Vol. T. p. 321)

¢ Qur Word has a certain peculiar Demonftration,
more Divine than the Grecian, Logical Demonftra-
tion. This the Apoftle terms, The Demonflration of
the Spirit and. of Power : Of the Spirit, becaufe of
the Prophecies, fufficient to convince any. one, efpeci-
ally of the Things that relate to Chrilt; of Power,
becaufe of the Miraculous Powers, fome Footiteps of
which fill remain.”’

Hence we may doubtlels infer, That Origer judg'd
this Text to relate, in its primary Senfe to the Apoftles :
“But can we thenee infer, Thac he did not judge it to
belong, in a Jower Senfe, to all true Minifters of
Chrilt 2

Lot us hear him fpes
Treatife (p. 377.)

< And my Speech and my Preaching svere not avith inti
cing Wards of Man's Wijdom, but in Demonfiration of the
Spirit-and of Power : That your Faith fhould not Jland
in:the Wifdom of Men, but in the Poswer of GOD.
Thofe who hear the Word preacher th Powwer, are
themfelves filled wvith Power,” (N. B. Not the Power
of working Miracles) which they demenfirate both in
their Difpofition, and in_ their Life, and in their firiv-
ing for the Truth unto Death. But fome, altho' they
profefs to believe, have not this Power of Gop in
them, but are empty thereof.”

(Did Ori,en then believe, that #he Pover mention'd
in this Text, belong’d .oy to the Apoflolical Age 2}

G % e (1
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< See the Force of the Word, conquering Believers
by a Perfuafivenefs attended with the Power of Gon!
1 fpeak this to fhew the Meaning of them that faid,
Andmy Speech and my Preaching were not awith the in-
Ticing Words of Man's Wifdom, but in Demonfirationf
“he Spirit and of Power ; That your Faith foow'dnt
Jland in the Wildom of Men, but in  the Power o
GOD. This Divine Saying means, That what is
fpoken is not fufficient of itlelf (altho’ it be true and
moft worthy to be believd) to pierce a Man’s Soul, if
there be not alfo a certain Powwer from GOD given
to the"Speaker, and Grace bloom upon what is fpoken,
and this Grace cannot be but from Gop.”

After obferving, That this is the very Paflage which
your Lordfhip mentions at the Clofe of the other (but
Joes not cite) I defire every unprejudiced Perfon to
judge, whether Origen docs not clearly determine,
"That #be Poaver, fpoken of in this Text, is in fome
meafure given to all Troe Minifters in all Ages?

22. The Laft Scripture which your Lordhip affirms
“ to be pecaliar to the Times of the Apoflles,” is that
in the firft Epiflle of St. Jobn, concerning the Uncion
of the Holy One.

To confirm this Interpretation, we are refers'd to
the Authority of Origen and Clryfofiom, on the Pae
rullel Paffages in St. Fubn's Gofpel,” [p. 42.

But it has appear’d, That both thefe Fathers fip-
pofe thofe Pafiages to belong to all Chriflians. Aud
<onfequendly their Authority (if thefe are Parallel Paf-
fages) tands ful again®t this Interpretation.

Your Lordthip fubjoins, ¢ Ifhall here only add that
of the Great drbanafius, who (in his Epiltie to Sera-
fion) imeiprets The Undlion from the Holy One, ot
‘merely of Divine Grace, but of the Extraordinary Gifts
of the Holy Spirit.”

Nay, it is enough, if he interprets it ar ol/ of
Oy dizary Grace, fuck asis common to all Chriftians.

Axd this your Lordfhip allows he does. BatIcan:
2ot allow that he_interprets it of any Thing elfe. I
cattot perceive, That he interprets it at all, * of

the Extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit.”
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s Words are, * The Holy Spirit is call’d, and
is The Un&ion and the Seal. ~ For Fobn writes, The
Aointing which ye have received of him, abideth in
Jyou 5 andye need not that any Men fhould teach you,
but as bis Awiniing, his Spirit, be teacheth you of all
Things. Again, it is written in the Prophet Jaiak,
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe be hath
anointed me. And Paul writes thus 3 dz whom all ye
wvere feald, And again, Grieve not the Holy Spirit of
GOD, avhereby ye are fealed unto tie Day of Redemp-
tion,  This Anointing is the Breath of the Son, fo
“that he who hath the Spirit may fay, We are the fuveet-
foelling Sawour of Chrift. Becaule we are Partakers of
the Holy Spirit, we have the Son: And having the
Son, we have the Spirit, erying in our Hearts, Abba,
Father.” 3

And fo, in his Oration again{t the Arians.

S He fondeth the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts,
Crying, Abbz, Father. His Son in us, invoking the
Father, makes him to be cald our Father. Certainly
Gop cannot be call'd Their Father, who have not
the Son in their Hearts.”

Is it not cafy to be obferv’d here, 1. That dthe-
#afius makes That Teflimony of  the Spirit, Common to
all the Children of Gop : 2. That he joins The dnoint-
ing of the Holy One, with that Seal of the Spiric
wherewith all that perfevere are feal'd to the Day of
Redemption: And 3. That he does not, throughout
this Paflage, fpeak of the Extraordinary Gifisat all?

Therefore, upon the Whole, The Senfe of the Pri-
mitive Church, fo far as it can be gather'd from the
Authors above cited, is, That * altho’ fome of thefe
Scriptures primarily refer, to thofe Extraordinary Gifts
of the Spirit, which were given to the Apoiles and 2
fow other Perfons in the Apoftolical Age : yet they rc-
fer alfo, in a Jicondary Senfe, to thofe Ordinary Ope-
rations of - the Holy Spirit, which all the Children of
Gop do and will experience, even to the End of the
World.”™

23. What I mean by The Ordinary Operations of the,
Holy Ghopt, 1 fam up in the Words of a Moden

Vriter :

A G2 4 Saréti-
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« Santification being oppofed to our Corruption,

and anfivering fully to the Latitade thereof, whatfo-
ever of Holinefs and Perfecion is wavting in our Na-
cure, muft be fapplied by the Spirit of Gop, Where-
fore being by Nature we are totally void of all Sav-
ing Trath, and under an Impoffibility. of knowing the
Will of Gou s this Spirit fearcheth all Things, yea,
ewen the deep Things of GOD, and revealeth them unto
the Sons of Men, fo that thereby the Darknels ?f
their Underftanding is expeil’d, and they are inlighten'd
with ‘the Knowledge of Gon. ~ The fame Spirit which
rewecleth the Object of Faith generally ‘to the Unies
verfal Church, doth alfo illuminate the Underflanding
of fuch as believe, that they may receive the Truth,
For Faith is the Gift of GOD, not only in the Objefty.
but alfo in the A& ~And this Gift is a Gift of the,
Holy Ghoft working within usm—And as thie Increafe
of Perfeétion, fo the Original of Faith is fiom the Spi-
rit'of Gop, by an Internal lllumination of the Soul.” .

“ The Second Part of the Office of the Holy.
Ghott is, the Renewing of Man in all the Parts and
Facultics of his Soul. For our Nataral Corruption;
confilling in an’ Averfation of our Wills, and a Depra-
vation of our Affeétions, an Inclination of them to.
¢he Will of Gob, is wiought within us by the Spirit

o DY
‘The Third Part of this Office is, To lead, di-
sect and govern us in our A@ions and Converfations.
77 wwe live in the Spirit, quigken'd by  his Renovation,s
we muft alfo avalk in the Spirit, following his Direi-
on, led by his Manudu&ion. We are alfo animated
and atted by the Spirit of Gon, who giveth bath o
cvill and to do : And *as many as ave thus led by the
Spirit of GOD, are the Sons of GOD.  Morcover, that
this Direction may prove more effectual, we are guid-
ed in our Prayers by the fame Spirit: According to
the Promife, I «vill pour upon the Houfe of David,:
and upon the Dibabitants of Jerofalem the Spirit of
Grace and Supplication. (Zech. Xii. 10.) Whereas then
this is the Confidence awhich ‘we have in Him, that if

2 Rom. viil, 14,
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e aff any Thing aecording 16'his WMl ‘be Deareth us's
And ‘whereas ae. knows not wwhat awe fhould pray fir as
e oughty ® the Spivit. itfilf maketh Tutérecffion. forus'

awith Groanings nobich canot bet utter' - And: < be Hhas.
Searcheth the Hearts; hnosverboavbaris the Mind: e
Spirit, becaufe he maketh Inceves fion' for b Saints, ‘ack
crding to #bé Wil of GOD.>" From which-Inteicef-
fion” (made - for all “true Chriftidiis) < he! hatlp:the
4 Natne' of ' the ' Parielste given ‘hir by “Chritt,) who-
faid, Tawill pray the Father and e avill give jou ano='
ther Paracletel” For'if any Man fin, <ive bove a Pa<
raclete swithy. the: athir, Fefus Chrift the Rightious,’
fuith St. Fahn & Who? makethy: Taterceffion for us;-faithe
St. Paul, (Romy viil.) {4} And' we Rave # wiother Pas
raclete, faitly “our Saviou Which alfo muketh Tuter~
eefion for. us, faith St.oPauli "A-Paraciste then, in th
Notion of the Seriptures, is’ an' Interceflor.

“Itis alfo the Office'of the Holy Ghott, to a/flire us
of the Aioption 'of Sons, to reate in us.a Senfe of
the paternal Love of Gop™ towards us, to give us an
Earnet of our everlafting Inheritanée. = The Love of
GOD'is fped abroad in" our Hegrts, by ‘the Holy Ghoft
which is given into us.  For as many as are led by the
Spirit of GOD, they are the Sonis of GOD!  And becanfe
e are’ Sons, GOD hath fent forth the Spirit of his
Son into our Hearts, crying Abba Father. & For mve
bave not received the SZirit of Bondage again to ;fmr,
butave have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby ave
oy dbba Father: The Spirit itfelf bearing Witnefs avith
vur Spirit, that we are the Children of GOD.”

“As therefore we are born again by the Spirit and
receive from him our Regeriération, o we are alfo by
the fame Spirit affired of onr Adoprion.  Becaufe being’
Sons we are alfo Heirs, Heirs of GOIY and Foint-beirs
with Chriff, by the fame Spirit we have the Pledge, or
father the Earngft of - our Inberitance. For be wwbich
efablifbeth us,in Chrift, and hath ansinted us in GOD 5
who hath alfo fealed s, and hath given us the Earncff
9 bis Spirit in our Hearts': So that ave are fealed with

NVer. 26, < Ver. 27, @ Fobnxiv. 16, 26, ¢ Jobs'

Av. 16, 1 Rom. vili. 27. '8 Ver. 15, 16.
G 3 that
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shat Holy Spirit of Promifey awhich-is the Earneft of aur
Inberitance. The ng:it of Gop, as given unto us in
this Life, is to be looked upon asan Earneft, being
Part of that Reward which is Eromifed, and, upon
Performance of, the Covenant which Gop. hath made
with us, certainly to be received.” .

1 ¥our Lordfhip obferved, that < the Interpretation

of thofe Paflages, which relate to the Union from the
Holy One, depends on the Senfe of thofe other Pafiages
of Holy Scripture, particularly, thofe in St. Yobr's

Gofpel.” . Now if fo, then thefe Words fix the Senfe of

fix out of the feven Texts in queflion: And every one

of them, .in the Judgment of this Writer, defcribes
the ordinary Gifts beflowed on all Chriftians:.)
.1t _now: refis with your - Lordfhip, to take your.

Choice ;. either to.condemn or ‘to. acquit both. Either

your Lordfhip muft condemn Bithop' Pearfon for an

Enthufiaft, (2 man no ways inferior to Bithop Chy-

Joftor : ) Or yon mult acquit me.: For I have his exprefa

‘Authority on my Side, concerning every Text which

affirm to belong to.all Chriftians.

24, But I have fv,rcacer Authority than his, and fuch
as I reverence, only lefs than: that of .the Oracles of
Gop. * d mean, that of our own Churchs' T fhall clofe
this Head, by fetting down what occurs in: her au-
thentic Recards, concerning.. either out raceiving the
Hely Ghoff, or bis ordinary Operations”in all. true
Chriftians, s %

In her daily Service; e teaches us. all 1o defeech
Gono, to grant us bis Holy Spirit, that thofe Things may
pleafe bine avhich we do atithis Prefent; and. that the
7¢ft of our Life may be pare.andiboly: ‘To pray for eur
Sewereign Lord the King, that Gop. would replenifs it
avith the Grace of his-Haly Spirit 3 ¥or. all. the Royal
Family, that they may be endued avith bis, Holy Spirity
and eariched with bis beavenly Grace : For all the Clergy
and Peopte, That he would /end dowoy, upon: them the
healthful Spirit. of kis Grace: For the Gatholick Churtly
thatit may be guided and governed by bis gaod Spirit: -And
for all therein who at any Time safe their comman Suppli-
¢ation unto, him, that the Felloau/bip or Communication
of the Holy Ghoft may be wwith them all evermore,

2

Her
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Her Collects"are full of Petitions to the fame Effe® :
“ *Grant that we may daily be renewed by thy Holy
Spirit — b Grant that in all our Sufferings here, for the
“T'eftimony of thy Truth, we may by Faith behold the
Glory that fhall be revealed, andy being) filled awith the
Haly Ghoft, ‘may love and blefs our Perfecators, ¢ Send.
thy Holy Ghoft and pour into our Hearts that moft
excellent Gift of Charity.. ¢ Q. Lord, from. whom all
good Thinis do come, grant to us thy hamble Sery-:~
aits, that by thy Holy Infpiration we may think thofe
Things that are'good, and by thy merciful Guidance
may perform the fame; © We befeech thee leave
us not comfortlefs, | but fend ‘to. s the Holy Ghott
to comfort us. ¥ Grant us by the fame Spirit to
have alriglit: Judgment in ‘all hings and evermore
to rejoice. in'kiis holy, Comfort.: (. B. The Church
here teaches . all Chriftians to claim  #he Comforter,
in Virtue of the ' Promife made Fobn 14.) & Gran:
us, Lord, .we befeech thee, the Spirit, to think
and do always fuch Things as be rightful. » O Gon,
forafmuch -as’ without thee, we are not able to
pleafe the¢, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit, may.
indll Things' direét and rule our Hearts. # Cleanfe
the Thoughts of our Hearts by the Iujpiration of thy
Holy Spirit, that .we may. pcrtc' love thee, and
worthily magnify. thy Holy Name.

“ Give thy Holy Spirit to this Infant (or this Per-
fon) that he may be born again.—Give thy Hol,
Spirit to thefe Perfons (V. B. already baptized) that
they may continue thy Servants.”

& Almighty Gob, who haft vouchfafed ito regene~
rate thefe Perfons by Water and the Holy Ghofte
Strengthen them with the Holy Ghoft the Comforter,
and daily increafe in them ‘the manifold Gifts of thy
Grace. Offce of Confirmation.

= Colleét for Chrifimas Day, . ° St. Stephen’s Day

< Quinguagefima Swrday.  §tb_Synday ofter Eaffer.

¢ Sunday after dfeenfin Day.” & Whitfunday. 8 gth

Sunday after Trivity... B 19%h Sunday afier Trinity.
i Communion Office.

From
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 : Proiii thele-Pefliges it miay-fuficiemly appear, for
what Parpofes every Chriftian, according to: thie Doéirine'
of the Church of Englandy does  now: receie ‘the Hily
Ghoft. - But this will be filb more clear from thofe that
follow': Wherein the Readér may- likewife' obferve, &)
plain, rational Senft of Goo's reveading himfElf to us
of the Znfpwration of the Holy Ghoft;and ‘of a Believer's)
Jcling it Wim@eIf. ehe'mighty Working of tho Spisic of
25. * Gop gave them of old Grace to be his Chil
dren, as he doth us now. But now, by:the Coming
of our Saviour Chrift, - @ée baver recciwed "more abun
dantly’ the Spirit-of GOD 'in-our Hearts 1 Hom: ow
P. 1L ¥ 3 3

-

ith. P. AL, 1 ot ar »
“ He died" to defttoy the Rule of the:Devil: in us,|
and he rofe again to fend' downhis Holy: Spirit; to
rule'in our Hetsrss?!' > Howi on the Refarreioni

We have che Holy Spitit in our’ Heartsy av a Seal
and Pledge of our evérlafting Inberitance. bid: .

“ The Holy Ghoft ‘fat ‘upon éach of them) like!as
ic1had 'been cloven ‘Pongues'of Fire: /Tasteach; thatt

Jitishe which giverl) Elojucnce and Utiorante in preach-

ing the Gofpel; which dngenderetha- burning Zeal
towards ‘Gop’s Word, ‘and’ givetisail Mens Tongue,
yea a fiery Tongua@@(N. ‘B. Whatever occars in_any
of the Journals, of Gov’ * giving me Utterance,” or
“* enabling me ‘to {pelilk avith Powwer,” cannot thete-
fore be' quoted as- Entbufiafn, without' wounding the:
Church thro® iy 8ide ) * So that if any Man be a.
damb Chriftian, not profefiing his ‘Faith: openly, he
giveth Men Oceafion to doubt, leaft he have not the *
Grace of the Holy Ghoft within him.” Hom. on
Whitfundey. Parti I, 5
It is the Office: of the' Holy Ghoft 40 anify ;
which the more it is hid from " our Underftanding”
(i e. the particalar Manner of his Working) * the
more it ought to move all Men, fo wonder. at the fe-
cret and mighty Workings of Gab’s Holy Spirit whichl
is within -us.  For it is the' Holy Ghoft' that doth
quicken the Minds of Men, fiirring up godly Motions
in their Hearts, Neither doth he -think ‘it fufficient
igwardly to work the New Birth of Man, unlels he Lfé)
alfo
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alfo dwell and abide in him. Knazw ye zot, faith St.
Paul, that ye are the Temple of GOD, and that his
Spirit ** davelleth in you ? Know ye not, that your Bodies
are the Temples of the Holy Ghoff awbich is within you ? -
Again be faich, e are not in the Flefh but in the Spiri
Far why 2 The Spirit of GOD davelleth in you. ‘To this
agreeth St. Fobn, * The Anointing awhich ye have re-
ceived (he meaneth the Holy Ghoft) abidets in yoz..
Aud St. Peter faith- the fame,” The Spirit of Glory aud
o GOD refleth upon you. O what Comfort is this to-
the Heart of a true Chriftian, to think that the
Holy Ghoft dwelleth in him! If GOD be avith us, s
the Apofile faith, wvho can be againft us? He giveth,
Patience and Joyfulnefs of Heart, in Temptation and

iction, and is therefore worthily called ® #he Cam-
forter, He doth inftruét the Hearts of the Simple, in
the Knowledge of Gop and his-Woard ; therefore he is
Jully termed © The Spirit of Truth. And where the
Holy Ghott doth inftruct and teach, there is no Delay
n&n inLesruing " b Loy L

rom this Paffage I learn, 1. t every true
et s B Haly Ghaft, as_the Paraclete.
o Comforter promifed by our Lord, Fobu Xiv. 13s
Secondly, that every Chuillian receives him as the Spirit
of Trath (promifed Faobn 16) to teach him all Things :
And, 3. That the Auointing “mentioned in the “uft
Epile of St. Fobu, abides in every Chriftian.)

26. “ In reading of Gon’s Word, he profiteth moft,
that is moft jz/pired with the Holy Ghoit.” Hom. ox
Reading the Scripture. Part. 1.

¢ Human and worldly Wifdom is not needful to the
Underflanding of Scripture, - but the Rewelatian of the
Holy Ghoft, who infpireth the trae Meaning unto them
thae Y»Iizh Humility and Diligence fearch for it.””  ibid.

art 1,

* Make him know and fee/, that there is no other
Name under Heaven given unto Men,  whereby we:
can be faved.”

““ If we feel our Copfcience at Peace with Gop,:

21 Jobnii, 27, ® Fohn xivi 16, © abxhvik:x%.l
t
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thro® Remiffion of our Sin,~all is of Gon.”  Hanily
on Rogation Week. Part. L i

« Tf you furl fuch a Faith in yon, sejoice in i, and
let it be daily increafing by Well-working.”  Hom. o1
Faith, Pare. 111, i

“ The Faithfal may fee/ wrought Tranquillty of
Confcience, the Increafe of Faith and Hope, with many
ather Graces of Gop.”  Hom. on the Sacrament. P. 1.

“ Godly Men feef inwardly Gop’s Holy Spirit, in-
flaming their Hearts with Love.  Hom. on certain Placts
of Scripture. Part, I

* Gop give us Grace, to know thefe Things, and
to feel them in our Hearts | Thhis Knowledge and Feel-
#ng is not of ourfelves. Let us_therefore meekly call
upon the bountifal Spirit, the Holy Ghofl, to snfpire
us with his Prefence, that we may be able to hear the
Goodnefs of Gop to our Salvation. For without his
lively Inpitation, can we not fo much as fpeak the
“ Name of the Mediator. No Man can fay that Fefis
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoff. Much lefs fhould
we be able to believe' and know thefe great Myileries
that be opened tous by Chrift.  Bu# wwe bave réceived,
faith St. Paul, not the Spirit of the World, but the
Spirit wubich is of GOD 5 for this Purpofe, that awe may
Rnows the Things wshich are freely given 1o us of GOD. In
the Powcrof(ie Holy Ghoft refteth all Ability to now
Goo and to pleafs him. It is he that purifieth the Mind
by his fecret Working. He enfightneth the Heart, to
conceive worthy Thoaghts of Almighty Gop, He fitteth
in the Zongue of Man, to flir him to fpeak his Honour.
He only miniftreth fpiritual Strength to the Powers of the
Soul and Body. And if we have any Gift, whereby
we may._ profit our Neighbour, all s wrought by this
one ‘and the felf-fame Spirit.”  Hom. for Rogation
Week. Part IIL

27. Every Propofition which T have any where ad-
vanced, concerning thofe Operations of the Holy Ghof,
which I believe are common to all Chriftians in all Ages,
is here clearly maintained by our own Church.

Under a full Senfe of this, I could not well under-
fland for many Years, how it was, that on the men-
tioning any of thefe great Truths, even among Mﬂ}

o
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of Education, the Cry, immediately arofe,  An Ep-
thufiad, an Enthufiat " But I now plainly perceive,
this i only an old Fallacy in @ new Shape. ~ To objeft
Entbufiaf to any Perfon or Doétrine, is but a decent
Method of begging the Ql}eﬂion. It generally fpares
the Objector the trouble of reafoning, and is a fhorter
and eafier way of carrying his Caufe.

For inftance, I affert that “* till a Man receives the
Huly Ghoff, he is without Gop in the World ; that he
cannot know the Things of Gon, unles Gop reveal
them unto him by his Spirit: No, nor have even one
holy or heavenly Temper, without the Injiration of
the Holy One.”” Now fhould one who is confcious to
himfelf,” that he has experienced none of thefe ‘Things,
attempt to confute thefe Propofitions, either from
Scripture or Antiquity, it might prove a dificult Task.
What then fhall he do ? Why, cry out,  Enthufisfm !
Enthufiafir 1" And the Work is done.

But what does he mean by Entlufinfn? Perhaps
nothing at all : Few have any diftinét Idea of its Mean-
ing. Perhaps, “ fomething very bad,” or, “ fome-
thing I never experienced and do not underftand.” Shall
Itell you then, what that  terrible fomething” is 2
Tbelieve, thinking Men mean by Entbufiafi, a fort of
religious Madnefs ; a fulfe Tmagination of being infpired

op: And by an Entbufiaft, one that fancies hins-
felf under the Influence of the Holy Ghoft, when in

& is he not.

Let him prove me guilty of this, who can. T will
tell you once more the Whole of my Belief on thefe
Heads. * And if any Man will thew me (by Arguments,
ot hard Names) what is wrong, I will thank Goo
and him.

28. Every good Gift is from Gop, and is given to
Man by the Holy Ghoft. - By Natare there is in us
10 good Thing. And there can be none, but fo far,
as it is wrought in us by that good Spirit.  Have we
any true Knowledge of what is Good ? This is not the
Refult of our natural Underftanding.  The natural Man
difterncth nat the Things of the Spirit of GOD : So tat
we never can difcern them, until GOD reveals them
anto us by kis Sgirits Reveals, that is, unveils, un-

covers ;
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covers ; gives s to know whatwe did not know be- ‘
Sore. Have we Love? Jt it jbed abroad in our Heart)
by she Holy Ghoff which s given anto us. . HE infire,
breathes, infulés into our Soul, what of ourfelves we
_could not have. Does our Spirit rejoice in Goo our
Saivour ? Ttis Foy i (or, by) the Holy 61,5/:. Have
. swe true inward Peace? Itis #he Peace of GOD, wrought
h us by the fune Spirit.  Faith, Peace, Joy, Lare,
20l Bis Fraits. And as we are figuratively fid, 0
Jee the Light of Faith, fo by a like Figure of Speech
Lo ‘are faid to fue, this Peace and Joy and Love:

That is, we have an inward Experience of them,
which we cannot find any fiter Word to exprefs.

“The Reafons why in fpeaking of theic Things I ule
thofe Terms, (lujpiration particularly) are, 1. Becaufe
they are feriptural, 2. Becaufe they are ufed by our
Church. 3. Becaufe I know none better. The Word
& Tfiuence of the Holy Ghott,” which I fuppofe yos
ufe, is both a far fironger and a lefs natural Term than
Infpiration. It is far ftronger ; even as faras * flow-
ing into the Soul” is a ftronger Exprefiion than
« breathing upon it ” And lefs natural ; as Breathing
‘bears a near Relation to Spirit ; to which Flowing in
has only a diftant Relation.

« But you thought I had meant immediate Tuppiration.”
Sol do, or I mean nothing at all. Not indeed fuch In-
{piration as is fine mediis. - But all Infpiration, tho® by
means, is immediate.  Sappofe, - for inftance, you awt
imployed in private Prayer, and Gop pours his Lote
into your Heart. Gop then alls immediately gn your
Soul : And the Love of him which you then expe-
vience, is as immediately breathed into you by the
Holy Ghoft, as if you had Tived 1700 Years ago.
Change the Tem, ~Say, ““ Gop then offfs you ©0
love him 2** Well, and isnot this immediate dffifiance?
Say, * his Spiritconcurs with yours.” You gain 0
Ground. It is immediate Concurrence. or none at all
Gop aSpirit als upon your Spirit. Make it outany
otherwife if you can.

I cannot conceive, how that harmles Word Jn-
smediate, came to_be fuch a Bogbear in the World :
§& Why, I thought you meant fuck Infpiration d:s

e
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the Apoftles had 5 and fiuch a Receiving the Holy Ghoft
as that was at the Day of Pentecofh™ I do, in part:
Indeed I do not mean, that Chriftians now reccive the
Holy Ghoft, in order to work Miracles: But they do
doubtlefs now receive, yea, are filled with the Haly
Ghoft, in order to be filled with the Fruits of thac
Bleifed Spiric.  And he infpéres into all true Believers
now, a Degree of the fame Peace and Joy and Love,
which the Apoftles fel¢ in themfelves ‘on that Day,
when they were fitlt filled wwith the Holy Ghof.

29. I have now confidered the moft material Ob-
jedtions I know, which have been lately made again®t
the great Doétrines I teach. 1 have produced, {o far
as in me lay, the Strength of thofe Objedtions, and
then anfwered them, I hops, in the Spirit of Meek-
nefs. And now I truft it appears, that thefe Dodtrines
areno other than the Do&rines of Jefus Chrift : That
they are all evidently contained in the Word of Gop,
by ‘which alone I defire to fland or fall; and that
they are fandamentally the fame with the Dorines
of the Church of England, of which I do, and ever did
profefs myfelf a Member.

But there remains one Obje&ion, which tho’ relatin;
to the Head of Doétrine, yet is independent on xﬁ
that went before. And that is, “ You cannot agree
in your Do@rincs among yourfclves. One holds one
Thing and one another. - Mr. #bitcfield anathematizes
Mr. Wofley 5 and Mr. Wefley anathematizes Mr. White-
Jfield, And yet cach pretends to be led by the Holy
Ghoft, by the infallible Spirit of Gon ! Every reafon.
able Man muft conclade from hence, that neither one
sor the other is led by that Spirit.”

Ineed notfay, how continually this has been urg-
ed, both in common Converfation and from the Prefs :
(I'am grieved to add, and from ths Palpit too ; for, if
the Argament were good, it would overturn the Bible.)
Nor, how great Strefs has been continually laid upon
it: Whoever propofes it, propofes it as Demonfiration,
and generally claps his Wings, as being quite affured,
it will admit of no Anfwer.

And indeed T am in doubt, whether it does admit
(T am fare, it does not reguire) any- other Anfiver, th]au

H that
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that coarfe one of the Countryman to the Romifs
Champion, * Bellarmine, Thou lieft.” For every
Propofition contain'd herein, is grofly, fhamelefly felfe.
1. * You cannot agree in your Dorines among
yourfelves”—Who told you fo? All our Fundamental
Dottrines, I have recited above. And in every one of
thefe we do, and have agreed for feveral Years, In
thefe, we hold one and the fame Thing, In fmaller
Points, each of usfthinks, and lets think. 2. “Mr
Whitefield anathematizes Mr. Wefley.” Another fame-
lefs Untrath. Let any one read what Mr., Whitefeld
wrote, even in_the Heat of Controverfy, and he will
be convinced of the Contrary. 3. ¢ And Mr. #e/ly
anathematizes Mr. Whitefield.”” “This is equally falle
and fcandalous. I reverence Mr. Whitefield, both asa
Child of Gop, and a True Minifter of Jefus Chrift.
4. “ And yet cach pretends to be led by the Holy
Ghoft, by “the infallible Spirit of Gop.” * Not in our
Private Opinions : Nor does either of us pretend to be
any farther led by the Spirit of Gop, than every
Chriftian muft pretend to be, unlefs he will deny the
Bible. For only as meny as are led by the Spirit of
GOD, are the Sons_of GOD.  Therefore, if you do
not pretend to be Jed by him too, yea, if it be notfo in
fa&, you are none of His, 3

And now, what is become of your Demonftration?
Leave it to the Car-Men and Porters, its juit Proprie-
tors: To the zealous Apple-Women that cry after me
in_the Street, *“ This is he that rails at the #hole Du-
#yful of Man.”” Bat let every one that pretends to Learn-
ing or Reafon, be athamed to mention it any more,

30. The Firlt Inference, eafily deduced from what
has been faid, is, ** That we are not Falfe Prophets.”
Tn one Senfe of the Word, we are no Prophets at all ;
for we not foretel Things to come. But in another
{wherein every Minifter is a Prophet) we are, For we
do fpeak in the Name of Gon. Now a Falfe Prophet
(in this Senfe of the Word) is one, who declares as
tac Will of Gop, what is not fo. But we declare
(as has been fhewn at large) nothing clfe as the
Will of Gop, but what is evidently contain’d in his
written Word, as explain'd by our ownChurch, Thf:re-

re
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fore, unlefs you can prove the Bible to be a Fulfi Book,
you cannot poffibly prove us to be FalfiProplets.

The Text which is generally cited on this Occafion,
is Mattheww vii. wer. 15. But how unhappily chofen |
In_the preceding Chapters, our Lord had been de-
feribing That Righteoufnefs which exceeds the Righte=
oufuefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, and without which
we cannot enter inta the Kingdom of Heaven: Even'the
Life of Gop in the Soul ; igloline(s of Heast, produc-
ing all Holinefs of Converfation. In this, He clofes
that Rule which fums up the Whole, with thefe fo-
lemn Words, Erter ye in ct the Strait Gate: (fach
indeed is that of Univerfal Holinel) For avide is the
Gate, and broadis the Way that leadeth to Defiruction.
The Gate of Hell isavide as the whole Earth ; the

a5 of Unholinels is broad as the Great Deep.  And
nany there be which go in thereat s yea, and excale
themfelves in fo dding, Becaufe frait is the Gate and
narrow is the Way that leadeth urto Life, and few thers
be that find it. Tt follows, Bewnre of Falfe Prophets ;
of thofe who fpeak as from Goo, what Gop hath
not fpoken 3 thofe who fhew you any other Way to
Life, than that which I have now fhewa. So that
the Falfe Prophets, here fpoken of, are thofe who
point out any other Way to Heaven than this ; who,
teach Men to find a Wider Gate, a Broader Way, tha
that defcribed in the foregoing Chapters. ~But it has;
been abundantly fhewn, that we do not. °Therefore
(whetever we are befide) we are not Falfe Prophets,

Neither are we (a5 has becn frequenty and vehes
meutly afirm'd) Deceivers of the People. T we teach |
the Truth as it is ix Jefus, if we fpeak as the Oracles.,
o GOD, it follows, That we do not deceive thofe that
fiear, tho’ they fhould believe whatever we fpeak.
Let GOD be true and every Man.a Liar: every Man.
that contradi€ts ‘his Truth. But he will be juftified in,
bis Saying, and clear avhen be is judg’d.

One Thing more I infer, * That we are not Ez-
thufiafls.”” This Accufation has been confider'd at
large: And the main Arguments hitherto brought to
fupport it, have been weighed in the Balance and found .
wanting : Particularly This, * That none but Zx-

Hz thufiafis
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thufi-fls fuppofe either that * Promife of the Comforter,
or the ® Wituei_ of the Spirit, or < That Unuttercble
Prayer, or Tt Undtion from the Holy Ore, to belong,
in common, to all Chritians.” O my Lord, how
deeply have you condemn'd the Generation of
Gop's Children'] Whom have you reprefented as rank,
dreaming Euzhufiafie? As_ either deluded or defigning
Men ? Not only Bifhop Peasfor, a Man hitherto ‘ac-
counted both found in Heart, and of good Under-
ftanding ; but likewife Archbiftiop Cranmer, BithopRidley,
Bifhop. Latimer, Bifhop Hocper ; and all the Venerable
Compilers of our Licargy and Homilies : All the Mem-
bers of both the Houfes of Convocation, by whom
they were revifed and approved : Yea, King Eduward,
and all his Lords and Commons together, by whofe
Authority they were cftablifhed I And, with thefe
Madern Entbufiafs, Origen, Chryfofiom and Athanafius
are comprehended fn the fame Cenfare |

1 grant, a Deift might rank both us and them, in
the Number of Refigious Madyen : Nay, ought fo to
do, on bis Suppofition, That the Gofpel is but # Can-
rng ly-devifed Feble. And on this Ground, fome of
them haye done fo in Fa&, One of them was ask-
ing me, feveral Years fince, “ What are jyou one of
the Knight-Errants? How, I pray, got this Quixo:
tifm into your Head? You want nothing : you havea
good Provifion for Life; and are in a fair Way of
Preforment ; and muft yoz leave all, to fight Wind-
miills 3 To convert Savages in dmerica 2 1 cou’d only
reply, ““ Sir, if the Bible is a Lie, I am as very a
Madman as you can conceive. But if it be true, I
Iam in my Senfes. I am neither Madman nor -
;{?ﬁaﬁ. For there is no Man woho bath left Father, or

ather, or Wife, or Houfe, or Land for the Gafpel's
Jake 3 But ke fpall receive an Lundved fild, in this
World, awith Perfecutions, and in the World to come,
Brernal Life.

Nominal, Outfide Chriftians too, Men of Form,
may pafs the fame Judgment, For we give up all

3 Sobi xiv. 16, 26, xvi. 13, ® Row. vill. 15, 16.
* Rem. viil. 26, 27. &1 Fobu ii. 20, 27.
our
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our Pretenﬁom_ to what they account Ha pinefs, for
what they (with the Deifts) believe to ge a mere
Dream. "We cxped, thercfore, to pafs for Enthui-
Eﬁ;[wim thefe alfo. ~ Buz Wifiom is jufified of al her
ildren.

32. T'cannot conclude this Head without one obvi-
oui Remark. Suppofe we really were Enthufiaf: 5
fuppofe our Doclrines were falfe and unfupported either
by Reafon, Scripture or Authority : Then, why hath
not fome one, who is a Wife Man, and endued wwith
Knowwledge among you, attempted, at leak, to fhew us
our Fault in Love and Meeknefs of Wifdom ? Brethren,
if ye have bitter Zeal in, your Hearts, your Wifiom
difeendeth not from above.” The Wilioms that is from
above, is pure, peaceable, gentle, eafy to be intreated,
full of Mercy or Pity. Does this Spirit appear in one
Single Traét, of all thofe which have been publifhed
againft us? Is there one Writer that has reproved us
in Love? Bring it to a fingle Point. Lowve hopeth all
Things. If you had loved usin any Degree, you
would have Zoped, that Gop wou’d fome Time give
us the Knowledge of his Truth. Bat where fhall we
find even this flender Inftance of Love? Has mot
every one who has wrote at all (I do not remember fo
much as one Exception) treated us as Jacorrigible ?
Brethren, how is this? Why do ye labour to teach
us an Evil Leffon againit yourfelves? O may Gobo
never fuffer others to deal with you, as ye have dealc
with us !

VI. 1. Before T enter upon the Confideration of
thofe Objections, which have been made to the Man-
#er of our Preaching, I believe it may be fatisfactory
to fome Readers if I relate how I began to .preach
in this Manner.

Iwas ordain’d Deacon in 1725, and Pricft, in'the
Year following. But it was many Years after this,
before T was convinced of the Great Truths above
recited.  During all that Time I was utterly ignoranc
of the Nature and Condition of Fu/lsfication, Some-
times T it wit] ification (particalagl,
when I was in Georgia.) At other Times I had fome

H3 f confirled
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confufed Notion about the Forgivenefs of Sins: But
then T took it for granted, the Time of this muft bs,
either the Hat}r “of Death, or the Day of Judgment.”

1 wds ‘equally’ ignorant of the Nature “of Sawing
Fuith'; apprehending it to mean no more, than a
« Firm Afient to all the Propofitions contain'd in the
Old and New Teflament. 3
* 2. Asfoon as, by the great B]dﬁngof Gon, I had
a clearer View of thefe Things, 1 began to declare
them to othersalfo. 1 beliew'd, and therefore 1 fpake.
‘Where-ever I was now defir’d to preach, Salvation
by Faith was my only Theme. My conftant Sub-
je&ts were, Believe in th¢ Lord Fefus Chrift, and thou
alt be foved. Him bath GOD “exalted to ke a Prince
and a Sawiour, to give Repentance and Remiffion of Sins.
Thefe I explain'd and inforced with all my Might,
both' in every Church where I was ask’d to preach,
and occafionally in the Religious Socicties of Londonand
Wefpminfler; to fome or other of which I was conti-
nually prefi'd to go, by the Stewards or other Mem-
“bers of them.

Things were in this Poftare, when I was told, “ I
muft preach no more in this, and this, and another
Church :” The Reafon was ufually added without re~
ferve, ““ Becaule you preach fuch Dodirine.” So much
the more thofe who cou'd not hear me there, flock'd
together when I was at any of the Societies : where
1 fpoke more or lefs, tho’ with much Inconvenience,
0’ as many as the' Room I was in would contain.

3. But after a Time, finding thofe Rooms could not
contain a Tenth Part of the People that were earneft
to hear, I determin'd to do the fame Thing in Erg-
Iund, which I had often deone in a warmer Climate =
Namely, when the Houfe would not contain the Con-

. 'gregation, to preach in the open Air. This I accord-
ingly did, 6rit at Brifa), where the Society-Rooms
were exceeding fmall, and at Kingswoad, where we
had no Rodm  at ail ; afterwards in or near London,

And T cannot fay, 1 have ever feen a more awfil

Sight, than when on Ref Gieen, or the Top of Hon-
#am-Mount, fome Thoufands of People were calmly-
soin'd together in fulemn waising vpon Gop, whilz

1 ; i L
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« They flood and under open Air adored .
The Gop who made both Air, Earth, Heaven and

And whether they were liftning tohis Word,
with Attention fill as Night;. or were lifting up their
Voice in Praife, as the Sound of many Waters ; many
a Time have I been conftrained to fay in my Heart,
How dreadfied"is this Placel iThis alfo is no other than
he Hau{; of GOD [ This is.the Gate of Heawen I

Be pleafed to obferve. 1. That I was forbidden,
as by a general Confent, .to preach in any Church (tho®
not by any judicial Sentence) ¢ for preaching fuch Doc-
trine.” - ‘This was: the open, avowed Catfe: There
was at that Time no other, either real or pretended ;
2. That I had no Defire ‘or Defign to. preach’in' the
open Air, till long after this Prohibition 3 3. That when
1did, as it was no Matter of Choice, fo neither of
Premeditation. There was noScheme at all previonfly
formed, which was‘to be fupported thereby ; nor had
Iany other Endin view than this, tofave as many Souls
as I could. . 4. Fieldpreaching: was therefore a fudden
Expedient, a thing fubmitted to, rather than chofen ;

therefore fabmitted to, becanfe I-thought preaching
even thus; better than no# preaching af alf : Firfl, in re-
gind to my own Soul, becaufe & Difjenfirion of the
Gofpel being committed tame, 1didnot dare, Not to preach
the Gofpel ; Secondly, in regard to the Souls of others,
whom 1 every where fawy feeking Death in the Error
of their Life.

. But the Author of #he Obfervations and of the
Cale of the Methadifls brigfly ficted more particularly in
the Point. of Field-preaching, thinks Field-preachi
worle than rof preaciing at all, * becaufe itis illegal.

Your Argument, in form, rans thus :

. That Preaching which is contrary to the Laws of
the Land, is worfe. than not preching at all :

But Fieldpreacking is contrary to the Laws of the

nd ¢ )

Therefore, it is worfe than not preaching at all.”
The firft Propofition is not felf-evident, nor indeed.
univerfully true. For the Preaching of all the primi
sive Chriftians was gongrary to the whole Tenor of the
Sade i
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Romun Laws s the Worlhip of their’ Devil gods being
eftablifhed by the ftrongeft Laws then in being. Nor
is it ever true, but on Suppofition, that the Preaching
in quettion is an indifferent Thing.

But waving this, I deny the fecond Propofition; I
deny that Field-preaching is contrary to the Laws of our
Land. A

‘To prove which, you begin thus, “ It does not ap-
pear, that any of the Preachers among the Merbodif's,
have qualified themfelves and the Places of their af-
fembling, according to the At of Toleration.”

wer, 1. That A& grants Toleration to thofe
who diffent from the eflablithed Church. But we do
not diffent from it. Therefore we cannot make ufe
of that A&. =z, That A& exempts Diffenters from
Penalties confequent on their Breach of preceding Laws.
But we are not confcious of breaking any Law at all,
Therefore we need zot make ufe of it.

In the next Setion you fay, “ They have broken
thro’ all thefe Provifions, ix opex Defiance of Governs
ment: And have met not only in Houfes, but in the
Fields; notwithftanding the Statute {2z Car. ILc 1)
which forbids this by Name.”

I anfwer, 1. We do nothing iz Defiance of Govern-
ment, We reverence Magiftrates, as the Minifters of
Gop. 2. Altho" we have met in the Fields, yet we
do not conceive that Statute at all affets us : Not only,
becaufe that A& points wholly at Difenters ; whereas
we are Members ‘of the eftablithed Church ; but alio
becaufe {they are your own Words) i noas cxidetly
intended to fupprefs and prevent Sedition : Whereas no
Sedition, tor any the leakt Approach thereto, can with
any Colour be lid to our Charge.

In your 3d Section you affirm,  That the A& of
Toleration itfelf cannot fecdfe us in Field preaching,
from the Penalties of former Laws.® We have no
Defire it fhould ; as not apprehending ourfelves to be
condemned by any formes Law whatever. Nor does
what you add, “ That the A& of Toleration forbids
any Aflembly of Perfons diffénting from the Charch of
England, to meet with the Doors locked,” affe@ us at
all 5 becaule we do not difent from it. A

5
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5. In ke Cafe of the Methodifis brie, ated, your
firlt Obfervation is, ** The Aé{i of T{{Je'rftion ac)
them liable to the Penalties of feveral Statutes made
againit unlawful Affemblies.”

I foppofe then thefe feveral Statutes fpecify what
thofe ula wid Affemblies are ; and whether unlawful, as
being condemned by previous Laws, or made unlawfal
by thofe Statutes,

And it ftill remains to be proved, that our Affem-
blies are unlaavful, in one or other of thefe Senfes.

You next obferve, that, “ the Diffenters of all De-

qualify ding to the A&
of Toleration : Otherwife, they are liable to the Pe-
nalties of all the Laws recited in this A&.”

. I anfwer, as before, all this firikes wide. It relates

wholly to * Perfons diffenting from the Church.”  Bat
we'are not the Men. We do not difin from the
Church. Whocver affirms it, we put him to the
Proof.

You go on, * One of thofe Laws fo recited (wviz.
22 Car. 1L ¢. 1.) is that which forbids Field-preaching
by Name; and was evidently intended, not only to
Jupprefs, but alfo to grevent Sedition. As the Title of
the 47 declares, and asthe Preamble exprefles it, #0 pro-
wide further and more fpeedy Remedies againf it

Was this then, in "your own Judgment, #he evident
Intention of that A2, vize To provide Remedies againft
Sedition 2 Does the very Title of the A% declure this ?
And the Preamble alfo exprefe it ? With what Juftice
then, with what Ingenuity or Candor, with®what
Shadow of Truth or Reafon, can any Man cite this
A againt us ? Whom you yourfelf no more fufpeét-of
a Defign to raife Sedition (I appeal to your own Con-
fcience in the Sight of Gop) than of a Defign to blow
up the City of London.

6. Hitherto therefore it hath not been made ¢o ap-

car, that Ficld-preacking is contrary to_any Law in

ing. However, * It is Dangerous.” “This you
firongly infift on.. * Jt may be attended with mifchie-
vous Confequences. It may- give Advantages to the
Enemies of the eftablifhed Gouernment. It is big with
Michiet,” {Obfervations, Se&, I and 4L} ¢
ith




(82)

With what Mifchief? Why, ¢ evil-minded Men,
by meeting together ix 1he Fields, under Pretence of Re-
ligion, may raife Riots and Tumults; or by meetin
Jfecretly, may carry on private Cabals againft the State.”
(Cafe of the Metkodis. p. 2.)

“ And if the Methodifis themfelves are a barnlei
and Zogal People, it is nothing to the Point in_ hand.
For difloyal and feditious Perfons, may ufe fuch an
Opportunity of getting together, in order to execute
any private Defign. Mr. #hiteficld fays, 30, 50 or
80000 have attended his preaching at once.  Now, 1.
He cannot know one tenth Part of fuch a Congregation.
2. All People may come 'and carry on what Defigns
they will : “Therefore 3. This is a_ great Opportunity
put into the Flands of feditious Perfons to raife Diftur-
bances.”

“ With what Safety to the Publick thefe Field-
preachings may be continued, let the World judge."
(ibid. p. 2, 3, 4. g

May I fpeak without Offence ? T canhot thinl you
are iu earncft. . You do not mean what you /oy, Do
you believe, Mr. Whitefield had eighty Thoufand Hearers
at once? No more than you believe he had eighty
Millions. Ts notall this talk of Danger, mere Finefle
Thrown in purely ad movendam invidiam ? You know
Governments gencrz]l{‘ are fufpicious; efpecially in
Time in War: And thercfore apply, as you fuppofe,
o their weak Sides in hopes, 3t pofiible, fo deliver
aver thefe Hereticks to the fecular Arm.  However, I
will anfwer, as if you fpoke from your Heart. For I
am in earnctt, if you are not.

Firft, « The Preacher cannot know a tenth Part of
kis Congregation.” Let us come: to the pre/ent State
of Things.  The largelt Congregation that soww attend
the preaching of any Merbodifi, are thofe (Gop be
merciful to me!) that attend mine. And cannot I
know a tenth Part of one of thefe Congregations,
either at' Brifiol, Kingfwoad, Newcafile or London
As frange as it may feem, L generally know two T hirds
of the Congregation in every Place even on' Sunday
Evening, and nine in ten of thofe who attend at moit
other Times, 2.  All People may comg and carry

on
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on ‘what Defigns they will.” Not fo. All' Fiep-
preacking is now in the open Day. And were only
ten Perfons, to come to fuch an Affembly with Arms,
it would foon be inquired, with what Defign they
came. This is therefore, 3. No *¢ great Opportunit

put into the Hands of feditious Perfons to raife Di-
flurbances.”  And if ever any Difturbance has been
raifed, it was quite of another Kind.

‘The Publick then is entirely fafe, if it be in no
other Danger than arifes from Field-preaching.

7. There is one other Sentence belonging to this
Head, in the eighth Setion of tbe Obferwations. ** The
religious Societies, you fay, in London and Weftminfler,
for many Years paft, have received no Difcouragee
ments, but on the contr: have been countenanced
and incouraged both by the Bifhops and Clergy.”
How is this ? Have they then ** qualified themfelves
and the Places of their affembling, according to the
A& of Toleration?” Have zhey *“ embraced the Pro-
tection which_that A& might give them, in cafe they
wmplied with the Conditions of it?** If not, are they
ot all “ liable to the Penalties of the feveral Stitutes
made before that Time againft Unlawful Aflemblies 7
How can they efcape ? Have they * qualified them-
flves for holding thefe feparate Affemblies, accordin,
t the Tenor of  that A¢t? ¢* Have then the feve:

“ Members thereof taken the Oaths to the Govern-

ment ** And are the “ Doors of the Places wheréin_

they meet, always open at the Time of fuch Meet-

ing?” I prefume, you know they are not; and that

neither ¢ the Perfons nor Places are fo qualified as that
diredts,”

How then come ¢ the Bifhops and Clergy, to coun-
tenance and encourage” Unlawful Aflemblies ? If it be
{aid, “ They meet in a_private, inoffenive Way 5
that is nothing to the Point in Hand. If thofe Meet-
ings are Unlanufid in themfelves, all their Inoffenfive-
nefs will not make them lawful. O, bat they be-
lave with Modetty and Decency.” Very well ; but

e Law! What is that to the Law? There can be
0 folid Defence but this: They are not Difinters
fom the Church 3 therefore shey camnor ufe, and th;y

o
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do not need the A& of Toleration. And their Meet.
ings axe pot Seditious ; Therefore the Statate againk
Seditious Meetings does not affect them.

The Application is obvious. If our Meetings are
Illegal, fo' are Theirs alfo. But if This Plea be
Good (as doubtlefs it is) in the one Cafe, it is Good
in the other alfo.

9. You propofe another Objection to our Manner of
Preaching, in the Second Part of the Obfervations.
‘The Subitance of it I will repeat, and anfwer as brief-
Iy as I can,

“ They run up and down from Place to Place,
and from County- to County :™ that is, they preach in
feweral Places. This is undoubtedly true. " * Tl
draw after them confufed Multitudes of People :” that
is, “ Many. come to hear them.”  This is trae alfo,
<« But. they would do well to remember, Gop is not
the Author of Confifion or of Tumult, but of Peace.”* I
truft we do; Not is there any Conficfion or Tumult at
all, in our largeft Congregation : Unlefs at fome rare
Times when Sons of Belia/ mix therewith, on pur-
pofe to diftarb the peaceable Worfhippers of Gop.

“ But our Church has provided againft this preach-
ing up and down, in the Ordination of a Prieft, by ex-
ge{sly limiting the Exercife of the Powers then con-

r'd upon hum, to the Congregation avhere he fball
be lawfully appointed thereunto.”

T anfiver, 1. Your Argument proves too much. If

it be allow'd juft as you propofe it, it proves, That no
Prieft has Authority, eitger to preach or minifter the
the Sacraments, in any other than his own Congrega-
tion,
2. Had the Powers confer'd been /o Vinited when T
was ordain’d Prieft, my Ordination would have figni-
fied juft nothing. * For I was not appointed to any Con-
gregation at all: But was ordain’d as a Member of
that  College of Divines,” (fo our Statutes exprels if)
founded to overturn all Herefies, and defend the Ca-
tholic Faith.””

3. For many Years after I was ordain'd Prieft, this
Limitation was never heard of. I heard not one Syl
lable of it, by Way of Obje&ion, to my preaching

i up
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up and down, in Oxford or London, or the Parts adja®
cent, in ire or W five ; in L 3
Zorkfpire or Lincolnjbire. Nor did the flriéteft Difciplic
plinarian fcruple {uffering me to exercife thofe Powers
wherever I came.

- 4 And in fa&, Is it not univerfally allow’d, That
every Prief, as fuch, has a Power, ‘in Virtue of his
Ordination, either to preach or to adminifter the Sa-
craments, ‘i any Congregation, wherever the Rec-
tor or. Curate. defires his Afliftance? Does not every
one then, fee through this thin Pretence

10. ¢ The Bifhops and Univerfities indeed have
Power to grant Licences to Itinerants. But the Church
has provided 'in zhat Cafe ; They are not to preach in
any Church (Canon 50.) till they fhew their Licence.”

The Church has well provided in tbat Cafe. But
what _has Zhat Cafe to do with the Cafe of Com-
mon Clergy-men? Only fo muchas to thew, how grofily
this Canon has been abufed, at Jfington in particular
where the Churchwardens were inftruéted to *hinder,
by main Force, the Prieft whom the Vicar himfelf had.
appointed, from preaching, and to quote this Canon 5
¥l’§|¢h, as you plainly fhew, belongs to quite another

n;

To'ihe Nots you add, ¢ M. #e/ley being ask'd,
By what Authority he preached, replied, By the Au-
thority of Jefus Chrift, convey'd to me by the (now)
Archbithop 'of Canterbury, when he laid his Hands
upon me and faid, Take thou Authority to preach the

ofpel. In this Reply he thought ft, for a plain
Reafon, to leave out thbis latter Part of the Commif-
fion: for that would have fhewn his Reader; the Re-
firaint and Limitation, under which the Exercife of
the Power is granted.” Nay, I did not print the lat-
ter Part of the Words, for a plainer Reafon, becaufé
I did not fpeak them. And I did not fpeak them then,
becaufe they did not _come into my Miad. Tho’
gmbahly if they had, I fhould not have fpoken them :

t ‘being my .only Comcern, to anfiver the Queftion
propofed, in as few Words as I cou'd.

But before thofe Words, which you fi a;ﬂpof: to imply
fuch a Reftraint, as wou‘c} condemn all the l}iﬂwp;
8 5 anu



(86)
and Clergy in the Nation, were thofe fpoken without
any Reffraint or Limitation at all, which I apprehend
o convey an Indelible Charaer, Reccive the Holy
Ghoft, for the Office and Work of a Priet in the
Church of Gop, now committed unto thee, by the
Impofition of our Hands. Whofe Sins thou doft for-
give, they are forgiven, and whofe Sins thou doft re-
tain, theyare retained. And be thou a faithfal Dif-
penfer of the Word of Gon, and of his Holy Sacra-
‘ments, in the Name of' the Father, and of the Son,

ly 4
You proceed,  In the fame Journal he declares,
That he looks upon all the World as his Parifh,
and explains his Meaning as follows 3 ¢ In whatever
Part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and my
bounden Duty, to declare unto all that are willing
1o hear, the Glad Tidings of Salvation. This is the
Work which I know Gop hath called me to."” Name-
\y, by the Laying on of the Hands of the Proflytery:
which direcs me how to obey that General Command,
awbile wwe bawe Time, let us do Good unto all Men. ’
11. You obje@ farther, * That the Methodifis do’
not obferve the Rubrick before the Communion Service ;
which direfts, fo many as defire to partake of the
Holy Communion, to fignify their Names to the Carate
the Day before.”  What Curate defires they -fhould
Whenever any Minifter will give but one Weck’s Notice
of this, I undertake, all that have any Relation to me,
fhall fignify their Names within the Time appointed.

You object alfo, that they break thro® the twenty
eighth Canon, which requires, “ That if Strangen
come often to any Church from other Parifhes, they
fhould be remitted to their own Churches, there to
receive the Communion with their Neighbours.”

Bat what if there be no Communion there? Then
this Canon does not touch the Cafe, nor does any one
break it, by coming to another Church purely becaule
there is no Communion at his own.

As to your next Advice, ““ To have a greater Re-
gard to the Rules and Orders of the Church,” fcamnot,
for I now regard them, next to the Word of Gop.
And as to your laft, “Torenounce Communionzt":xlll:h

p g Charch,”
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Chureh,” 7 dare not. - Nay, but let them thraft us outs
We ail/ not leave the Ship: If you caff us out of it,
then our Lord will take us up.

12. To the fame Head may be refered the Obje@ion
fome time urged, by a friendly and candid Man, wiz.
“ That it was unlawful to ufe extemporary Prayer, be-
caufe there was a Canon againft it.”

It was not quite clear to me, that the Canon he cited
was againit extemporary Prayer. But fuppofing it were,
my plain Anfwer would be, * That Canon I dare not
obey : Becaufe the Law of Man binds only fo far, as
it is confitent with the Word of Gop.”

he fame Perfon objected, my not obeying the
Bifhops and Governors of the Church. I anfwer, I
both do and will obey them, in whatfoever I can with
aclear Confcience. So that there is no jult Ground
for that Charge, that I ds/pife either the Rules, or the
Governors of the Church. I obey them in all things
where I do not apprehend there is fome particalar
Law of Gop to the contrary, Even in that Cafe, I
fhew all the Deference I can; I endeavour to a&t as
inoffenfively as poffible: And am ready to fubmit to
any Penalty, which can by Law be inflicted upon me.
Would to Gop every Minifter and Member of the
Church, were herein altogetheras I am !

VII 1. I 'have confidered the chief Objections that
have lately been urged againft the Dofrines I teach,
The main Argaments brought againtt this Manner of
Teaching, have been confidered alfo. It remains, to -
examine the molt current Objections, concerning the
Effests of this Teaching. & &

Many affirm, * That it dees abundance of Hirt;
that it has had very bad Effe@ts ; infomuch that if any

| Good at all has been done, yet it bears no Proportion
to the Eyil.”

But come to Particulars, ¢ Firft then, you are
Difturbers of the publick Peace.’

What, do we either teach o raife Sedition? Db we

eak Evil of the Ruler of our People  Ordo we flir

em up againft any of thofe that are put in: authority
under him? Do ‘we direély ¥ indireély g\mmoxe
I2 action,
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Faftion, Matiny or Rebellion ? I have not found any
Man in his Senfes yet, that would aftirm this.

*_Bat it is plain, Peace is broke and Difturbances
do arife, in confequence of your Preaching.” I grant
it. But what wonld you infer ? Have you never read
the Bible? Have you not read, that the Prince of
Peace himfelf was, in #his Senfe, a Difturber of the
public Peace ? When be came into Ferufulem (Matt. xxi.
10.) all the City was moved, (izéeSn) fhaken as with an
Farthquake. And the Difturbance arofe higher and
higher, till the aubole Multitude cried out together,
Avay with bim, away with bim 5 crucify bim, erucify
Lin's and Pilate gave Sentence, it fbould be done, Such
another Difturber of -the publick Peace, was that Ste-
#ker, even from the Time he began difputing avith the
Libertines and Cyrenians, till the People fupped their
Ears, and ran upor bim with one” Accord, and caft him
cat of the City and fioned bim. Such Difturbers of the
Peace were all thofe Ringleadersi of the Se& of the
Nawarencs, (commonly called Apofiles) who wherever
they came, turned the World upfide down. And above .,
all the reft, that Paul of Tarfus, who occafioned fo
much Difturbance at Damafcus, (A&ts ix.) at dntiock
of Pifidia (c. xiil.) at Jeonius (c. Xiv.) at Lyfra (v.19)
at Philippi (c. xvi) at Theffalonica (c. xvii) and par-’
ticalarly at Epbefus. 'The Confequence of his preach-
ing there was, That the wwhole City wwas filled with
Confufion.  And they all ran together wwith one decord,
Jome_¢rying one Thing, fome anotber : Tnafmuch as the
greater Part of them knew not wherefore they were come
together.

2. And can we expe& it to be any otherwife now ?
Altho" what ave preach is the Gofpel of Peace, yet
if you will violently and illegally hinder our Préach-
ing, maft not this create Difturbance ? But obferve,
the Difturbance begins on your Part. All is Peace,
#ill you raife that Difturbance. And then you very
modeftly impute it to s, and lay your o Riot at
our Door | 4

Bt of all this, our Lord had told us before. 7hink
not that I am come to fend Peace upon Earth: That
this will be ‘the immediate Effect, wherever my

. : ’ Gofpel
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Gofpel is preached with Power. 1 azm not come to find
Peace, but a Swword : This (fo far as the Wildom of
Gop permits, by whom #he Hairs of your Head are
all mumbred) will be the firft Confequence of my com-
ing, whenever my Word turns Sinners from Darknefs
to Light, from the Power of Satan unto Gon.

I would wifh all you who fee this Scriptare fulfilled,
by Difturbance following the Preaching the Gofpel, to
remember the Behaviour of that wife Magiftrate at
Ephefus on the like Occafion. He did not lay the Di-
flurbance to the Preacher’s Charge, but beckoned to the
Multitude and faidy ye Men of Ephefus— Ye ought to be
quict, and to do nothing rafbly. For ye have brought
thefe Men, avho are neither ﬁﬂbbtr: of Temples, nor yet
Blafpbemers of your Goddefs : (Not convifted of any fach
notorious Crime,as can at all excufe this lawlefs Violence.)
But if Demetrius bath a Matter againft any, the Law
is open, and there are Deputies (or Proconfuls, capable
of hearing and deciding the Caufe) /et them implead one
another.  Bat if ye enquire any thing concerning other
Things, it fhall bé determined in @ lavoful Afembly.

7% Bat you create Divifions in private Families.
Accidentally, we do. For inflance, fuppofe an entire
Family to have the Form but not the Power of
Godlinefs ; or to have neither the Form nor the
Power ; in cither Cafe, they may in fome Sort agree:
together, But fuppofé, when thefe hear the plain
Word of Gop, one or two of them are convinced,
* This is the Truth. And I have been all this Time-
in the broad Way that leadeth to Deftruétion = Thefe
then will begin to mourn after Gop ; while the reft
remain as they were. Will they not therefore of con-
fequence divide, and form themfelves into feparate
Parties ? Muft it not be fo, in the very Nature of
Things # And how exaétly does this agree with the
Words of our Lord ? Suppofe ye that I came to fend
Peace upon Earth? 1 tell you nay : but rather Divifioni
Far fram henceforth theré foall be five divided in’ one
Houle, three againft two, and two againft three. The
Father fball be divided againft the Son, and the Son againft
the Father ;. The Mother againft her Daughter, and the
Daughter againft the Mosher s. the Mother in law againft

the
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the Daughter in lacw. and the Daughter in law, againft
ib:Mp'{‘frrm[a-w (Luke xii. 51, 52, 53.) Aud the
Fues of & Man, foall be they of bis owon Houfbold, (Mast. . -

86.)

Thus it was from the very Beginning. For is it to
be fuppofed, that a Heathen Parent, would long en-
dure a Chrifiian Child? Or that a Heathen Hufband
would agree with a Chriffiam Wife ? Unlefs either the
believing Wife could gain her Hufband 5 or the un-
believing Hufband prevailed on the Wife to renounce
her Way: of worfhipping Gop : At leaft, unlefs fhe
would obey him in going no more to thofe Sucieties
or Cm-vmnr/r.v, (i7wpias) as they termed the Chriftiah
Aflemblies.

Do you think now, I have an Eye to your Cafe?
Duubde{s I have;; for I do not fight as one that beat-
«eth the Air, . *° Why have not I a Right to hinder my
own Wife or Child, from going to a LonvcnmIcP And
«is it not the Duty of Wives to obey their Hufbands ?
And of Children to obey their Parents 3" Only fet the
Cafe feventeen bhundred Years back, and your own
Confcience gives you the Anfwer. ~ What would St Pau/
have faid to one whefe Hulband forbad her, to follow
this Way any mote? What Diredtion would our Saviour
«have given: to him whofe Father enjoined him,. not to
hear the Gofpel ¢ His Woids are extant ftill, He that
dowseth Father ox. Mother mare than.me, is nat worthy of
me. And ke that loveth Son or Daughter more than me,
is gt worthy of me. . (Matt. X. 37, 38.) Nay. more,
if any Man corseth ta me, and hateth ot (in comparifon
ef-me) -4z, Father. and Mother and W/ife. and, Children,
yea and kis own Life, be carnot be my Difciple.. (Luke
xiv. 263)

O, but this is nat a parallel Cafe. For they were
Heathens 3 but I am a Chriftien.”” A Chriftian | Are
youfo? Do you underfland the Word ? Do you know
what a Chriftien is 2 If you,are a Chriftian,. you have
the Mind that was in Clrift 5, and you fo_walk 4 he
alio walked. Yoa are Holy as he is Holy both.in
Heart, and in all. manner. of. Converfation. _Have, you
then the Mind that was in Chyift # And. do you walk
as Chrilt walked? Are you inwardly and numll'al}'

oly ¥
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Holy ? I fear, not even outwardly. No; you livé€'in
known Sin. Alas! How then are you a Chriftian
What a Railer, a Chriftian 2. A Common-fiwearer, &
Chriftian ? - A Sabbath-breaker, a Chriftian? A Druns
kard or Whoremonger, a Chriftian ! Thou art a Hea-
then barefaced ; the Wrath of Gop is on thy Head;
and the Curfe of Gop upon ‘thy Back. Thy Damna-
tion flumbereth not. By reafon of fuch Chriftians it is;
that the Holy Name of Chrift is blafphemed. Such as
thou they are, that caufe the very Savages ini the: Zn-
dian Woods to cry out, < Chriftizn-much drunk,  Chri~
fiian beat Men, Chrifiiar tll Lies, Devil-Chrifiian
Me no Chriftian.”

And fo thox wilt dire& thy Wife and' Children in the
‘Way of Salvation]—— Woe unto thee, thou Devils
Chriftian I Woe unto' thee, thou blind Leader of the
Blind ! What' wilt thou. make them # Tweo fold more
the Children of Hell than thyfelf »— Be afhamed,

“Blufh, if thou canft bluth. Hide thy Face.. Eay thee
in the Duft.  Out of thc'De:}: cry anto Gow, if haply
he may hear thy Voice. Inflandy fmite upon thy
Breaft. . Who knoweth but Gop may take thee out of
tife Belly of Hell ¥

5. “ Bat you are not one of thefe. You fear Gob, and
labour to have a Confeience void of Offence. And it
is from a Principle of Conféience, that you reflrain Jour
Wife or Children from hearing f#//e Doctrine.” But how:
do you know it is falfe Doétrine ? Have you-heard! for
yourfelf ¥ Or, if you have not heard, have you carefully
Yead what we have occafionally anfivered forourfelves ?
A Man of- Confcience cannot condemn. any one un-
heard. Tlhis is not Common' Humanity. Nor will’
Ye refrain from hearing what may e the Truth, for
no better Reafon than Fear of his Reputation, Pray
“ obferve. T do not fay, every Man (or any Man)is
obliged in Confcience to-hear us. - Bat I do fay, evéry
* Man in England wito condentos us, is obliged to ‘hear
us firft. This is only common- Juftice, fach as is not
denied to 2 Thief or a Murderer. Take your choice

*therefore. Rither-hear us, or condemn us not. Either
fpeak nothing at all, or hear before you fpeak, 2
¢ 6 S 2

Sy N
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But fuppofe you have both read and heard more
than you liked? did you yead and hear fairly? Was
not_you loaden with Prejudice ? Did you not read or
hear, expeéting no Good 5 peshaps defiring to find faule 2
If fo, what wonder you judge as you do ? What a poor
Mock-trial is this? You had decided the Caufe in your
own Breaft, before you heard one Word of the Evi-
dence. And fill do jox talk of aing out of Cone
fcience ? Yea, 3 Conlcience void of Offence ?

‘We will put the Cafe farther yet. Suppofe your
Cenfure was juft, and this was actually falfe Dogtrine.
Still every one muft give an Account of himfelf to
Gop : and you cannot force the Confcience of any one.
You cannot compel another, to fee as you fee. You
ought not to attempt it. Reafon and Perfuafion are
the only Weapons you ought to yle, even toward your
own Wife and Children. Nay, and it is impofiible to

arwe them into Conviftion, or to &eat even Truth

into their Head. You may dgffrey them, in this way,
but cannot convert them, Remember what our own.
Paet has faid,

“ By Force Beafls a&t and are by Force refirainid s,
“The human Mind by gentle Means is gain'd.
Thou canft not take, what L refufe to yield :
Nor reap the Harveft, tho' thou {poilk the Field.”

6. Every reafonable Man is convinced of this, And
perhaps you do not concern yourfelf fo much about
the Dodrine, but the Mifchief that is done. * How
many poor Famalies are ftarved, ruin’d, brought to
Beggary "* By what ? Not by contributing a Penny a
Week  (the nfual Contribution in our Societies) and
letting that alone, when they pleafe,. when there is any.
Shadow of Reafon to fuppofe they cannot afford it.
¥ou will not fay, amy are brought to Beggary by
this—Not by Gifts to me: For I receive none ;.
fave (fomeétimes) the Food I eat. And Publick Collecti-
ons are nothing to me.. That it may evidently appear.
they are not, when any fich Colleftion is made, to
cloath the Poor, or for any other determinate Purpofe,.
the Money is both seceived and expended before many.

G Witnefles,
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Witnefles, without ever going thro' my Hands at all,

And then likewife all pgmh{ge Regard Thad) 10" e}
Circumfk of thofe who ibute any thing. And’
they are told over and over, if there be a wwilling Mind, -
it is accepted according to that a Man bath.

But where are all thefe Families that have been
brought te Beggary ¢ How is it, that none of them is
forthcoming ? Are they all, our of Town 2 Then indeed
Tam in no Danger of clearing myfelf from sheir In-:
diétment. It is the eafieft thing of a thoufand, for one*
at Neweaftle to fay, that-I have beggar'd him and all
his Kindred. If one of the long:bearded Men on Tyne-1
Bridge, were to fay fo juit now, 1 could not readily
confate him. Bat why will you not bring a few of
thefe to tell me fo to my Face ? I have not found one’
that would do this yet. ~They pray, you would have
them excufed. i

I remember a Man coming to me with a doleful
Countenance, putting himfelf” into many lamentable.
Poltures, gaping as wide as he could, and pointing to his’
Mouth, as who would fay, *he could not fpeak.”
I enquired of his Companion, what was the matter ?
‘And was informed, ¢ he had fallen into the Hands of’
the Turks, who had ufed him in a barbarous Manner,
and cut out his Tongue by the Roots.” I believed him.
But when the Man had had a chearful Cup, he could
find his Tongue as well as another. I refleted, How
is it that I could fo readily believe that Tale? The
Anfwer was ealy, ** Becaufe it was told of a Turk”
My Friend, tuke Knowledge of your own Cafe. If
you had not firlt took me for a Turk, or fcme;hing
equally bad, you could not fo readily, have believes
that Tale |

7. ¢ Butcan it be, that there is no ground ‘at alt
for'a Report, which is in every ones Mouth > T will
fimply tell you, all the Ground which I can conceive. -
1 believe many of thofe who attend on my Miniftry,"
have lefs of this World’s Goods than ' they had before,
or at leaft, might have had, if they did not attend it.
This Fa&t I allow ; and it may be eafily accounted for,
in one or other of the following Ways. e

Firlt,
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Firlt, I frequently préach on fuch Texts as thefe:
Having Food and Rayment, let_us be content therewith.
They who defire to_ be rich, fall into Temptation and a
Snare; and many foolifp and burtful Lufis, wwhich drown
BMen in Defiruction and Perdition. ~ Lay not up for your-
Selves Treafunes upon Earth, awbere the Ruft and Moth
doth corrapt, and avhere Thieves break thrd' and fleal.
But lay up for yourfelves Treafures in Heaven, awhere
weither Ruft nor Moth doth corrupt, and awhere Thitves
do ot break thra" and fieal, i

Now.fhould any of thofe who are Iabouring by all

ble Means, o lay up Treafiure upon Earth, feel thefe

‘ords, they would not inlarge their Defires as Hell 5
but be content wwith fuch things as they bad. 'They then
probably might not heap up fo much for_their Heirs,
as otherwife they would have done. Thefe would
therefare bawe /¢Js than if they had not heard me : Be-
canle they would grafp at lefs. 3

Secondly, wherever the Gofpel takes effed, #he
Fors_of a Man awill be thef afgix own Houfbold, By
this Means then fome who hear and receive it with Joy,
will be poorer than they were before. ~ Thheir Domef-
tic Foes will, in many Cafes, hinder, embroil, and
difturb the Courfe of their Affairs. | And their Rela-
tions, who affifted them before, or promifed at leaft
fo to do, will probably withdraw or: deny. that Af+
filtance, wnlefs they will be.advifed, by them, Perhaps:
their neareft Relations: It being no new Thing,
Parents to difown  their. Children, - if after the Way
awbich they call Herefy, thefe aworfbip the GOD of their
Fathers. ” Hence therefore fome bawe lefs, of this
World's Goods than they had in Times paft, either
becaufe they cars /fs, or becaufe they reccive gfs from.
them on whom. they depend.

Thirdly, It is written, that thofe awwho received not
the Mark of the Beaft,.cither on their Fore-heade, or in
their Right- Hands, either openly, or fecretly, were not

ermitted 70 buy or fell any more. Now whatever the
yftery contain’d ‘herein miay be, I_apprehend the
plain Mark of the Beaft is Wickednefs ; Inward and
Outward Unholirefs, whatever is fecretly or openly con-
tuary to Juftice, Mercy or Trath, And certain it i,
¢
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the Time is well nigh come, when thofe who

this Mark, can neither buy nor fell, can fw?: vf:lln::y
any Profefiion, fo as to gain a Subfiftance thereby.
Therefore, many of thofe who attend on my, Minitiry,
are by this Means poorer than: before. - They will
not receive the Mark of the Beaft, either on. their
Forehead or in their Hand : Or if they had received
it before, they rid themfelves of it as foon as poilible,
Some cannot follow their former Way of Life az al/; (as
Pawnbrokers, Smugglers, Buyers or Sellers of Uncuf-
tom’d Goods.) Others cannot follow it as they did be-
fare. For they camot opprefs, cheat or defraud their
Neighbour : - They cannot lie, or fay what they de
not mean ; they muf? now fpeak the Truth from their
Heart. On all thefe Accounts, they ave ofs. of this
World’s Goods; becaufe they gain /efi than they did
before. iy ay G

Fourthly, 4l that awill live godly in Chrift'Fe
fpall fiffer’ Perfecution: If in Sy Way',ﬂ ,Zﬂ
leatt in chis, that Men avill by Rewiling perfecute them 5
and fay all Manner of Ewil againft them falfl, for hiz
Sake.” One unaveidable Effe€t of this will be, that
Men whofe Subfiftence depends on their daily Labour,
will be often in Want, for few will care to employ
thofe of fo bad a Charader. And even thofe who
did employ them before, perhaps for many Years,
will employ them no more ; fo that hereby fome may
indeed Ee brought to Beggary.

8. What does this touch yoz 2 Are you one of thofe,

“ who will have nothing to do with ‘thofe . fcandalous
Wretches ?* Peshaps you will fay, ¢ And who can
blame me for it : May I not employ whom I pleafe #*
We will weigh this. You employ’d 4. B. for feveral
Years. By your own Account, he was an_honeft, di-
ligent Man.~ You had no @bjeion to him but his
f(sl'owing thi Way. - For this Reafon you turn him off.
Ina fhort Time, having fpent his little All, and hay-
ing no Supply, he wants Bread. So docs his Family
100 as well as himfelf. Before he can get into other
Bufinefs to procure it, thro” want of convenient Food
w0 eat, and Rayment to put on, he fickens and -ffﬁi.'
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“This §§ bt an Imaginary-Scene. I have known the
~Cafe ; tho’ too late to remedy it.

<t And what then?” Why then you are a Murderer.
\O Earth, cover not* thou bis Blood ! No, it doth not.
‘The Cry thereaf bath entered into the Ears of the LordGOD
of Sabbaoth. And Gop requireth it at your Hands: and
‘will require!it in an Hour when you think. not. For
o have as effe@tually murder'd thee Man, as if you
had ftabb’d him to the Heart.  :

It is not I then who ruin and ftarve that Family ;
It is you's you’ who call yourfelf a Proteffant I You
who cry out againft the I&Vzruﬁng Sprit of the Pa-
pifis! Ye Fools and blind | What are ye better than
‘they ? Why, Edmund Bonner would have ftarved the
Hereticks in Prifon : Whereas you flarve them in their

mnAHT:. : i
And all this Time you talk of Liberty of Confei-
ence! Yes, Liberty for fuch a Confcience as your
own: A Confcience paft faeling 3 (for fure it had fome
once) a Confcience fear'd asith a hot Iron. Liberty to
ferve the Devil, according to your poor, harden'd Con-
icience, you-allow ; But not Liberty to ferve Gon.
. Nay, and what Marvel 2 Whofoever thou art that
readeft this, and feeleft in thy Heart a Real Defire
to ferve Gop, I warn thee, expeét no Liberty for thy
Confcience, from him that hath no Confcience at all.
All Ungodly, Unthankful, Unholy Men; ail Villains
of whatever Denomination, will have Liberty indeed
all the World over; as long as their Mafter is God of
this World. ~ But expe& not Liberty to wotthip Gop
in Spirit_and in Truth, to pradife pure and unde:
filed Religion (unlefs the Lord fhould work a new
Thing in the Harch) from any but thofe who them-
felves love and ferve

. « However, ’tis plain, you make Men Idle.
And this tends to beggar their Families.” This Ob-
jeétion having been continually urg’d for fome Years,
T will trace it from the Foundation.

‘Two or three Years after my Return from dwmerica,
one Captain Robert Wiliiams of Briffol, made Affidavit
before the (then) Mayor of the City, That “itwas a
common Report in Georgia, Mr, Wefley took Pcoplg_

o
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off from their Work and made thers idl, i
5 et idle, by preaching

The Faét food thus : At my firft coming to Savan-
nah, the Generality of the People rofe at Seven or
Eight in the Morning. And that Part of them who
were accuftom’d to work, ufually work'd till Six in
the Evening. A few of them, fometimes work'd il
Sevell; which is the Time of Sun-Set there at Mid-
fummer. 3
. I immediately began reading Prayers ‘and expound-
ing the Secon on, both in “the *Morning and
Evening. ' The Moring Service began at Five, and
ended at, or before Six: The Evening Service began
at Seven,

Now fuppofing all the Grown Perfons in the Town,
had been prefent every Morning and Evening, would
this have made them 7:{/:? Would they hereby have
had /efs, or confiderably more Time for avivking ?

10. The fame Rule I follow now, both at Zondor,
Briftol and Newcajile upon Tyne : concluding the Ser-
vice at every Place, Winter and Summer, before Six
in the Morning: and not ordinarily beginning to preach,
till near Seven in the Evening.

Now do you, who make this Objection, work longer,
throughout the Year, than from 8ix to Six? Do you
defire, that the Generality of Peogle fhow’d ? Or, can
you count them Idle, that work fo long?

Some Few are indeed accuftom’d to work longer.
Thefe I advife, not to come on Week-Days. And
it is apparent, that they take this Advice, unlefs on
fome rare and extraordinary Oceafion.

But I hope, nome of you who turn them out of
their Employment, have the Confidence to talk of my
making them idle! Do you' (as the homely Phrafe i3)
cry wh— firft ? I admire your Cunning ; but not your
Modefty.

So far am T from either caufing or enconraging Idle-
nefs, that an idle Perfon, known to be fuch, is not
fuffer'd to remain in any of our Societies ; we drive
him out, as we wou'd a Thief or a Murderer. To
few all pofiible Diligence,” (as well as Fragdity)

K is
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is one of our flanding Rules: And one, conceming
the Obfervance of which, we continually make the
frictelk Enquiry.

11, “ But you drive them out of their Senfes.
You. make thers mad.” Nay, then they are ldle with
a Vengeance, This Objeétion therefore being of the
utmoft Importance, deferves onr_dee{cﬁ Confideration.

And firft, I grant, itis my earnctt Defire to drive alt
the World,  into what you probably call Maduefs: (I
mean, Inward Religion) To make them juft as Mad,
as Paul was when he was fo accounted by Feflus.

The counting all Things on Earth but Dung and
Drofs, fo we may win Chrift ; the trampling under
Footall the Pleafures of the World, the feeking no
Treafure but in Heaven ; the having no Defire o? the
Praife of Men, a Good Charadter, a fair Reputation ;
the being exceeding glad when Men revile us, an
perfecnte us,and fay all mannr of Evil againftus falfely ;
the E’ving Gop Thanks when our Father and Mother
forfake us, when we have neither Food to eat, nor Rai-
ment to put on, nor a Friend but what fhoots out bitter
Words, nor a Place where to lay our Head : This is
utter Diflradtion in your Account ; but in Gon's it is
fober, rational Religion: The genuine Fruit, not of
a diftemper'd Brain, not, of a fickly, Imagination, but
of the Power-of Gop in the Heart, of victorious Lowe,
and of a_found Mind.

12. I'grant, Secondly, It is my Endeavour to drive
all I can, into what jou may term another Species of
Dadnefs, which is ulually preparatory to this, and which

term Repentance or Conviction.

1 cannot, defcribe. this better than a Writer of our
own has done, I will therefore tranfcribe his Words.

“ When Men fuel. in_themfelves the heayy Burden
of Sin, fee Damnation to be the Reward of it, and be-
bold with the Eye of their Mind the Horror of Hell ;
they tremble, they quake and are inwardly touched
with Sorrowfulnefs of Heart, and cannot_but accufe
themfelves, and open their Grief unto Almighty Gov,
and call unto him for Mercy, This being done fe-
rioufly, their Mind is fo occupied, partly with Sorro‘:l‘

an
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“ and Heavinefs, partly with an earneft Defire to be de-
livered from this Danger of Hell and Damnation, that
all Defire of Meat and Drink is laid apait, and Loath-
fomenefs (or, Loathing) of  all worldly Things and
Pleafure cometh in place. . Sq that nothing then liketh
them, more than to weep, to lament, to mourn, and
both with Words and Behaviour of Body to fhew them.
felves weary of Life.”

Now what if your Wife, or Daughter, or Acquai -
tance, after hearing one of thefe Field-preachers, fhou!
come and tell yon, that they faw Damnation before
them, and-bebeli wich she Ee. of their Mind the Har-
ror.of Hell 2 What if. they dhould sremble and guake,,
and be, o taken up:partly avith Sorreww and Heawinefs,
partly wwith an carseft Defire to be delivered from this
Danger of Hell' and Dumnation, as to sveep, to loment,
10 mourn, and botl with Words and Bebaviour to fhens
themfelves woeary of Life : Wou'd you feruple to fay,
that they were flarék Mad? ‘That thefe Fellows had
driven them out of. their Senfes?. | And that whatever
Writer it was, that te/8'd ez, this rate, he was filter
for Bedlom thanany jother Plage ¢ -+

You liave overfhot yourfelf now, to fome parpofe,
Thefe are -the. very Words of our own Church, Yoa
may read them, if you are {o'inclined, .in-the firft Part
of the Homily. on ani .. And confequently, what
you have peremptorily determin’d :to be mere Lunacy
and Difiradtion, is that Repentance) unto Life, which,
in the Judgment both of the Church and of St. Paul,
is mever Iv%r repented of. x

13: I grant; Thirdly, That, Extraerdinary Circume
flances have attended this Cogwi&ion in {ome Inftan-
ces. A particular Account of thefe I have frequently

iven. &’hile the Word of Gop was preached, fome
erfons have dropp'd down as dead ; fome have bec |
as it were, in ftrong Convalfions ; fome  roar'd aloud,
tho' not with an articulate Voice ;.,and others. {poke
the Anguith of their Souls.... i
" This, I fappofe, yon, believe to be Perfedt Mad-
nefs. But it is eaily accounted for, either on Prin=
ciples of Reafon or. Seripture. i
Kz Firft,
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Fief, on Principles of Reafon. For how eafy is
it to fuppofe; that a firong, lively and fudden Appre-
henfion of the Heinoufnefls of Sin, the Wrath of Gop,
and the bitter Pains of Eternal Death, fhou’d affeét
the Body as well as the Soul, during the Prefent
Laws of Vital Union ; fhow'd interrupt or difturb the
ordinary Circulations, and’ put Nature out of its
Courfe 7 Yea, we may queftion, whether while this
Union fubfifts, it be pofible for the Mind to be af-
fected, in fo violent a Degree, without fome or other
of thofe Bodily Symptoms following ?

Tt is likewife eafy to account for thefe Things, on
Principles of Scripture. For when we take a View
of them in this Light, we are to add 'to the Confide~
ration of Nataral Caufes, the Agency of thofe Spi-
rits who' fiill excel in Strength, and as far as they
have leave from Goo, will not fail to torment whom
they cannot deftroy ; to sear thofe that are coming to
Chrif. It is alfo remarkable, that there is plain
Seripture-Precedent of every Symptom which haslate-
ly appear’d. So that we cannot allow even the Con-
wiltion attended with thefe to be Madwefi, with-
out giving up, both Reafon and Scripture.

14. I grant, Fourthly, That Touches of Extrava-
gance, bordering on Madnefs, may fometime attend
Severe Conviction. And this alfo is eafy to be ac-
counted for, by the prefent Laws of the” Animal Oe-
conomy.  For ‘we know, Fear or Grief, from a Tem-
poral Caufe, may occafion a Fever and thereby a De-
iriam.

“Tt is not ftrange then that fome, while under firong
Impreflions of (%ricf or Fear, from a Senfe of the
‘Wrath of Gono, fhould for a Seafon forger almoft all
Things elfe, and fearce be able to anfiver a Common
Queftion : "That fome fhow’d fancy they fee the Flames
of Hell, or the Devil and his Angels around them :
Or that ‘others,” for a Space, fhou'd be afraid, like
Cauiry <wbofoever meeteth me <will flay me. Al thefe,
and whatever lefs common Effeéts may fometimes ac-
company this Conviltion, are eafily known from the
Nataral Diftemper of Madnefs, were it only by this

one
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one Circumftance, that whenever the Perfon convinced,
taftes the pardoning Love of Gop, they all vanifh
away in a Moment.
Laftly, I have feen one Tnftance (I pray Gop Tmay
fee no more fuch 1) of Real, Laflinig Madnefs.

'wo or Three Years fince, I took one with me to
Briftol, who was under deep Convi€tions ; but of as
found an Underftanding in all Refpedts, as ever he
hadbeen in his Life. I went a fhort Journey, and
when I came to Briflol again, found him really di-
firafted. I enquired particularly, at what Time and
Place, ‘and in what Manner this Diforder began ? And
I believe there are, at leaft, Threefcore” Witneffes,
alive, and ready to teftify what follows. =~ When I
went from Brifio/, he contraéted an Acquaintance with '
fome Perfons, who were not of the fame Judgment
with me. He was foon prejudiced againt me:
Quickly after, when our Society were met together
in Kingswood-Houfe, he began a vehement Invective
both againft my Perfon and Doérines. In the Midit
of this, he was firack Raving Mad. And fo he con-’
tinued till his Friends put him into Bedlam : and pro-
bably, laid Ais Madnels too to my charge.

15. I fear, there may alfo be fome Inflances of
Real Madnes, proceeding from a_different Caufe.
Suppofe, for Inflance, a Perfon, hearing me, is
firongly convinced, that a Liar cannot enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven. He comes home, and relates
this to his Parents or Friends, and appears to be very
uneafy. Thefe Good Chriftians are difturbd at this,
and afraid he is running Mad too. They are refolv’d,
he fhall never hear any of thofe Fellows more; and
keep to it in fpite of all his Intreaties. They will-
uot fuffer him, when at home, to be alone, for fear
he fhould read or pray. And perhaps in a While they
will conftrain him, at leaft by repeated Importunities,
to do again the very Thing, for which he was con-
vinced !E:‘Wrarh of Gop cometh upon the Children
of Difobedience.

What
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What is the Event of this? Sometimes the Spirit of
Gop s quenched and departs from him. . Now
you have carried the Point. The Man. is cafy as
ever, and fns oo without any Remorfe. But in other
Inftances, where thofe Convictions fink deep, and the
Arrows of the Almighty flick faft in the Soul, you will
drive that Perfon into real fettled Madnefs, before you
~1n quench the Spiritof Gop. I am afraid, there have
been feveral Inftances of this.. You have forced the
Man’s Confcience, till heis fark mad.  But then, pray
do not impute that Madnefs to me. Had you left him
to my. Dircélion, or rather to the Direction of the
Spirit of Gop, he would have been filled with Love
apd a found Mind. But you have taken the Matter
out of Gop’s Hand. _And now you have brought it to,
a fair Conclufion !

16. How frequent this Cafe may be, I know not.
But doubtlefs moft of thofe whe make this Objedtion,
of our driving Men mad, have never met with fach an
Inftance in their Lives. The common Cry is occafion-
ed, either by thofe who are comwvinced of Sin, or thofe
who are inwardly corverted to Gop: Mere Madnels,
both' (s was obferved before) to thofe who are without,
Gonp in the World. Yet I do not deny, but you may
have feen one in Bedlam, who /aid he had followed me.
Bat obferve, a Madman’s faying this, is no Proof of
the Fadt : Nay, and if he really had, it fhould be far-
ther confidered, that his being in Efd/am, is no fure
Proof of his bemg mad, Witnes the well-known Cafe
of Mr. Periam ; ard I doubt more fuch are to be found.
Yea, it is well if fome have not been fent_thither, for
10 other Reafon, but becaufe they followed e : Their
kind Relations cither concluding, that they muft be
diftratted, before they could do this: lFer}mps
hoping, that Bedlam would meke them mad, if it did
not find them fo. :

17. And it muft be owned, a Confinement of fuch,
a fort, is as fit t0 caufe as to cure Difiraction, For what
Scene of Diftrels is to be compared to it ? To be fe-
parated at once from all who are near and dear to you ;

o be cut off from all reafonable Converfation, to be
fecluded
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fecluded from all Bufinefs, from all Reading, fiom
every innocent Entertainment of the Mind, which is
left to prey wholly upon itfelf, and Day and Night to
pore over your Misfortunes : T'o be fhut up Day by Day
in a gloomy Cell, with only the Walls to employ. your
heavy Eyes, in the mid®t either of melancholly
Silenice, or horrid Cries, Groans and Laughter in-
termixt : To be forced by the main Strength of thofe.

“ Who laugh at Human Nature and %ompaﬂicn,“
0 take Drenches of naufeous, perhaps torturing Me-
dicines, which you know you have no need of now,
but know not how foon you may, pofiibly by the Ope-
ration of thefe very Drugs on a weak or tender Confli~
tution : Here is Diftrefs 1 It is an aftonifhing Thing, a
Signal Proof of the Power of Gop, if any Creature who
has his Senfes when that Confinement begins, does not
lofe them, before it is at an End |

How mutft it heighten the Diftrefs, if fuch a poor
Wretch, being deeply convinced of Sin, and growing
worfe and worfe (as he probably will, fecing there is
no Medicine here for bis &rr.ohleﬁ, 0o fuch Phyfician as
his Cafe requires) be foon placed among #he Ircurables !
Can Imagination itfelf pamnt fach a Hell upon Earch ?
Where even “ Hope never comes, that comes to all I'*
~—For what Remedy ? If a Man of Senfe and Huma-
nity, fhould happen to vifit that Houfe of Woe, would
he give the Hearing to a Mad-man’s Tale ? Or if he
did, would he creditit? “ Do we not know, might
he fay, how well any of thefe will talk in their lucid
Intervals #” So that a thoufand to one he would con-
cern himfelf no more about it, but leave the Weary to
wait for Reft in the Grave |

18. 1 have now anfwered moft of the current Ob-
jeétions,” particularly fach as have appeared of Weight
to religious or ble Men. have end d
to thew, Firft, That the Doctrines I teach are no nthel:
than the great Truths of the Gofpel. 2. That tho
1 teach them, not as I would, but as Icam, yetitisina
Manner vot contrary to Law : And Thirdly, That the
Effets of thus Preaching the Gofpel, have not been
fuch as was weakly or wickedly reported: Thofe Re~

ports
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ports being mere Artifices of the Devil, to hinder the
Work of Gop. Whofoever therefore ye are, who
look for Gop to revive bis Work in the Midf of the
Years, cry aloud, that he may fisifh it neverthelefs,
may cut it fbort in Righteoufucfs. Cry to Meffiah- the
Priuce, that he may foon end the Tranfgreffion, that he
may 4 up bis Standard upon Bath, fending by whom
he “will fend, and working his own Work, when he
;Iezkth, and as he pleafeth, till @/ the Kindreds of the

eaple worfbip before him, and the Earth be full of the
Knowledge of the Glory of the Lord !

AN
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ACT of DEVOTION.

1. D EHOLD the Servant of the Lozn !
1 wait Thy guiding Hand to feel,
To hear, and keep Thine every Word,
To prove, and do Thy perfet Will.
Joyful from all my Works to ceafe,
Glad to fulfl All Rightcoufnefs.

2. Me if Thy Grace vouchfafe to ufe,
Meaneft of all Thy Creatures me,

The Deed, the Time, the Manner chafe 5
Let all m@l‘mil be found of Thee,
Let all my Works in Thee be wrought,

By Thee to full Perfedtion brought.

3. My every Weak though Good, Defign
Oerrule, or change as feems Thee meet,
JESUS, let all the Work be Thine ;
“Thy Work, O Lorp, is All-compleat,
And pleafing in Thy Father’s Sight
‘Thou only haft done All Things right.

4. Here then to Thee Thine own T leave.
Mould as Thou wilt the paffive Clay :
But let me all Thy Stamp receive,
But let me all Thy Words obey,
Serve with a fingle Heart and Eye,
And to thy Glory live, and dic,

To



7o #he Reveread M, Thomas Chusch,

Rev, Sir,

SINCE this was u; the Prefs, 1 have’fccn your Re-
marks vpon my laff Fournal., ill endeavour, as
you defire, afl,?xit‘v'c(y/:u confider ¢ thege 5
Jected to me. In the mean time, s

Reverend Sir,

Yeur Seruant for | |
wolioh e ATReR W18

Cir1s7’s "Sake,

London, i Joun-Wesipy,
Decem. 22..1744, ?

ERRATUM. :

P. 15. 1. 1. after neceffary to, infert Faith : And
the Fruits of Repentance Rl more remotely, as
they are neceflary to



