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PREACHERS MUST H AVE TIME TO THINK
B y  t h e  E d it o r .

T H E  tren d  now adays is to w ard  adm in istra tion . T he du ties of the  religious leader are so 
m u ltitu d in o u s an d  so exacting th a t  he is likely to  get in to  a w hirl. W e are n o t now  in 
th e  m ood for saying w h a t the  preacher should  “d o ” or shou ld  no t do in regard to  the 

m any  th ings expected of him . each m an  will have to decide for himself. B u t of th is  m uch we 
are sure: I f  the  p reach er’s preach ing  is going to  be of a high type , the  preacher m ust have tim e 
to  m ed ita te  an d  p ray , an d  he musjt also have tim e to  “th in k .” No m an w ho is in a fever of 
h u rry  from  one w eek’s end  to an o th er can possibly “speak from  the  top  of his m 'n d .”

A nd  the  “ tim e” of w hich we speak  canno t be taken  in the  form  of an annual vacation , or 
even of a  w eekly rest day . R a th e r  the  p rogram  of th e  day  and  of the week m ust be so a r 
ranged  th a t  th e  preacher will have tim e w ith  his books and  tim e w ith  his thoughts.

Because it is possible to  com pare preachers only w ith  those of their ow n generation, we are 
inclined to  be con ten t w ith  w hatever is. B ut there  can be little  d oub t th a t we are now  in a 
period  of “po o r p reach ing .” V arious fac to rs have doubtless en tered  in to  the  m inisterial d e terio ra
tio n  of w hich  we speak, b u t we th in k  the  full, hurried , fevered life w hich is expected of the 
preacher is one of th e  factors.

Of course the re  are m any  preachers w ho w ould have p len ty  of tim e if they  b u t knew how  
to  organize th e ir  p rog ram . T here  are  o thers w ho w ould  no t m ake p roper use of the ir tim e if 
th ey  discovered a  w ay to  have  m ore of it. T hen  there are some whose parish  is able and  should 
be w illing to  em ploy an  assistan t p as to r to  share the  duties of the overw orked leader. B ut 
w h atev er i t  takes, a w ay should be found to  give the  p reacher tim e to  th ink .

One of th e  g rea t preachers of A m erica accepts no pas to ra l duties a t all. H e even has a p r i
v a te  office dow n to w n  w ith  no th ing  b u t a p riv a te  telephone. B ut his public u tterances are such 
as to  indicate m uch careful th o u g h t an d  his m in istry  is w aited  upon by th rongs of people. Of 
course his is an  exceptional exam ple, and  it is no t desirable, even w hen it is possible, to  separate 
th e  preacher fro m  the  p as to r. B u t th is  is a period  requiring  d iscrim inating th o u g h t. T here is 
such a  general dissem ination  of know ledge th a t  the  preacher m ust be d iscrim inating  as never be
fore, an d  d iscrim ination  requires th ink ing . It is no t enough for the preacher to  read  and  travel 
an d  h e a r; he m ust th in k  an d  select an d  arrange and  construct.

T he sta le  preacher is no w orse th a n  the  “ ra w ” preacher. One comes w ith  th readbare  p la ti
tud es an d  fam iliar tru ism s; th e  o th er peddles h a lf-baked  notions w hich m ay require revision 
before th e  close of the  season. B ut ne ither touches life in v ital places or stirs up  lasting fire 
in the  m ind an d  heart.

I t  is easy  to  com plain  th a t  people will not come to  church, bu t it is wiser to  prov ide a w o rth 
w hile m eal fo r those w ho do come so th a t  they  will becom e anxious for their friends to  share 
w ith  them  th e  follow ing S abbath . I t  is a fo rtu n a te  laym an, and  a h appy  one too , w ho can 
say , “ O ur m in ister a lw ays preaches w ell.” A nd if a good m any  laym en get to  saying this thing, 
room  w ill becom e a prem ium  in th a t  p reach er’s church.

W e th in k  the  m odern  tendency  to  shelve the  serm on an d  give p rincipal place to  o ther parts
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of the  service is bo th  w rong and  unwise. I t  has pleased G od to  m ake preaching  the  principal 
in stru m en t in the  saving of souls, an d  there  is no fac to r th a t  will ho ld  an  audience S abbath  
afte r  S ab b a th , year in an d  year o u t, like good, sound  well .arranged, u nctuous gospel preaching.

A preacher of our acquain tance says he cannot find tirr e to  p repare m ore th an  one good, 
w ell-though t-ou t serm on a week. A nd besides the  question of tim e, he canno t concen tra te  the 
pow ers of m ind  an d  heart on m ore th a n  one them e during  such a tim e. A nd an  observer an 
nounces th a t  even the m ost g ifted  preachers really  preach  bu t one serm on w hich is fully  up  to 
their s ta n d a rd  each wreek. One of the  ways ou t of th is is to  devo te one of the  S ab b a th  services 
to  evangelism  and  be content w ith  an “ex h o rta tio n ” in th a t  service. B ut it is no t w-se to  m ake 
th is the  sam e service every tim e. Let it be the  evening service som etim es and  th e  m orning  
service som etim es.

B u t how ever the  p rog ram  is arranged , th e re  is no escape from  the  necessity o f giving the 
p reacher tim e to  th in k , as well as tim e to  p ray  and m editate , if th e  p reaching is to be really 
w orth  hearing for any considerable length of tim e.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Irreso lu tion  has its special dangers. Of a 

w ell-know n English p reacher w ho was first a 
fundam entalist, then  a m odernist an d  then  show ed 
tavorab le  tendencies to w ard  fundam entalism  
again, a con tem porary  sa d, “A m an m ay change 
his m ind once, bu t to  change it tw ice— ” It 
is well fo r a p reacher to consider well before 
assum ing a  position, for frequent changing will 
scarcely be to lerated .

I t is easily possible to  create a situa tion  and 
then take  th a t s itua tion  to p rove  our prophecy. 
A preacher can preach th a t  the  days of revivals 
are past un til the ir day  will be past so far as 
he and  his church are concerned. H e can as
sume a factional a ttitu d e  un til there will be 
divisions in the church. H e can stim ulate  p o p u 
lar discontent and  then  offer th is d iscontent as 
p roof th a t  there  is social oppression w hich will 
soon result in an ou tb u rst. T hen, on the  o ther 
hand, preaching peace and  living peaceably will 
help to unify  a church , etc.

‘ In tellect is no t enough. In tellect, indeed, is 
not lig h t; it is only the  wick of a  lam p w hich 
m ust be fed constan tly  w ith  the  oil of com 
passion— th a t is to  say, if its light is to  sh 'ne 
before m en .”

W hile regre tting  any loss of stand ing  fo r the 
ancient “ faith  of our fa th e rs” w hich m ay  a t  any 
tim e appear, let us m ake sure th a t we shall no t 
lose the  radiance an d  brightness of our holy

(2)

religion, even while holding tig h tly  to  the  doc
tr in a l fabric. A  cold conception of G od, of m an 
an d  of the  universe, even though  it be an o r th o 
dox conception, will ne ither s tir  hearts  n o r win 
souls. Life answ ers only to  life.

E x h o rta tio n  is valuab le  an d  exhorters are- 
scarce. O ur observation  is th a t  the  evangelists 
w ho get m ost people to  the  a lta r  an d  leave the 
m ost to  show  for th e ir  visit to  a church  or 
cam pm eeting  are  th e  ones w ho “hold  o n ” w hen 
the in v ita tio n  is being given. A nd there  are 
few  preachers w ho can m aste r th is  one 
great a r t . I f  the  p reach er’s ow n h ea rt is stirred , 
he can keep th e  in terest going an d  keep the 
a l ta r  open ; an d  if he can do these tw o  th ings 
he can have  seekers an d  souls.

N o m a tte r  how  m any  courses of stu d y  a 
p reacher has “ finished,” no m a tte r  how  m any 
books he has read  o r w ritten , any  preacher, every 
preacher shou ld  read  a t least tw o  books on 
preachers an d  preaching every year. D r. A. M . 
H ills’ new  book  on “ H om iletics and  P asto ra l 
T heo logy” is a  gem and  every  preacher, young 
an d  old, shou ld  buy  it an d  read  it betw een now  
and  C hristm as.

W e are receiving m an y  favo rab le  com m ents 
on  D r. H ills’ series on “ P reachers I  H ave 
K n o w n .” Indeed  th is is a stu d y  of m en and 
m ethods th a t  canno t help yielding good to  us all.
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W HY THE MODERNIST CHURCH CANNOT LIVE
In  th e ir a ttack s upon m odernism , some m ili

ta n t  fundam en ta lists seem to  unw itting ly  sug
gest th e ir fear th a t the  “ new theo logy” will 
cap tu re  the  C hurch an d  run  it on w ith o u t any 
of the  grace of G od or the  elem ents of o ld-tim e 
religion in it.

W e too  are m ilitan t in our a ttitu d e  to w a rd  
destroyers of th e  fa ith , but our observations are 
th a t there is no zeal of p ropaganda in a m o d 
ernist com m union, and  in the very n a tu re  of 
th ings, we canno t th ink  there  will ever be. In 
deed, how  can an y  m an bccome enthused  over 
th e  p ropagation  of a neg a tio n ?  Ju s t  as soon as 
he has m ade his denials convincing, ac tiv ity  log
ically ceases. P erhaps no laym an  or preacher 
ever yet stood  up to  say  th a t th e  Bible is not 
the  in erran t W ord of G od, and  then  concluded

his assertion o r argum ent w ith  an ejeculation of 
joy and  praise. A nd a joyless religion is a p o w 
erless religion, and it will soon becom e a dead 
religion.

And th is leads us to say th a t  there is probab ly  
no better m ethod of defeating  m odernism  and 
every form  of dou b t th an  to faith fu lly , inces
san tly  and  passionately preach the positive tru th s  
of the Bible and  our holy religion. A nd true  
fundam entalists are m ade at the  m ou rn er’s bench, 
ra th e r  th an  in the lecture hall. E rro r  appears 
in constan tly  changing form s, b u t tru th , sav 'ng  
tru th , rem ains. Sin and  sa lvation  are central 
theses of a living v ital faith  now  as m uch as in 
the  days of P ete r of Galilee and P aul of A nti
och.

DOCTRINAL
HISTORICAL STUD IES IN CHRISTIAN  

DOGMA
B y  B a s il  W . M iller  

Part Four. Extraneous Influences 
Chapter VI. The Influence of Pivotal 

Theologians Upon Dogma

I
X our s tu d y  of dogm a in its historical develop

m ent certain  facto rs m ust be noted . T h :  

crystallization  of theology in sym bols, or creeds, 
tended  to  affect fu tu re  theological th ink ing , as has 
been outlined  in the  tw o  previous c h a p te r s  

D ogm atic  positions once taken  held on tenacious
ly an d  th u s  influenced com ing dogm aticians. N ot 
only is th is true , b u t th e  w ritings and theories 
of certain  theologians s ta n d  ou t as guiding and 
con tro lling  land m ark s in the  progression of doc
trine . W ith  A thanasius we connect the  dogm a 
of th e  person of C hrist. T he an thropology  of 
A ugustine has rem ained th e  o rthodox  sta tem en t 
of C hristendom . Anselm  fo rm ula ted  the  doctrine 
of the  a ton em en t. Since th e  day  of L u th e r  all 
evangelical creeds stressed “ justifica tion  by fa ith .” 
C alvin w ill be rem em bered as th e  fo rm u la to r—  
building upon  th e  foundation  of A ugustine— of 
C alvinism , the  decrees of God. W hile W esley

(3)

will go dow n in dogm atic h isto ry  as em phasizing 
the witne.-s of the Spirit an d  the doctrine of 
C hristian  perfection. Let us then  begin w ith 
A thanasius and trace the influence of these several 
theologians, whom  we have called p ivo tal, upon 
the progressive developm ent of doctrine.

I. A t h a n a s iu s , t h e  T r i n it y  a n d  t h e  P erso n  

o f  C h r is t

In  the discussions of the tr in ity  and of the 
person of C hrist, w hich are p ivotal to  the  early 
theology of the  C hurch, one nam e stands out 
suprem e above all o ther— th a t of A thanasius. He 
has well been term ed Pater orthodoxiae, “F a th er 
of o rthodoxy .” H e is tru ly  a C hurch father, and 
as one sta tes the h istory  of the church of his age 
w as the  h istory  of his life and  teachings. Schaff 
affirm s, “ A thanasius is the theological and ec
clesiastical cen ter . . . abo u t which the Nicene 
age revolves. . . Athanasius contra m u n d u m ,  et 
m u n d u m  contra Athanasium  (A thanasius against 
the w orld , and  th e  w orld against A thanasius), L- 
a  w ell-know n sentim ent w hich strikingly expresses 
his fearless independence and im m ovable fidelity 
to  his convictions.” (H is to ry , Vol. 3, p. 886f). 
W henever the  tr in ity  is discussed and the person
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of C hrist is sub ject of debate  the  influence oi 
th is th in k er will be felt on the side of orthodoxy .

1. The facts of his life. A thanasius w as born 
in A lexandria abo u t A. D. 296, an d  died in E gypt 
A. D. 373. H is th u s w as a long life of service 
fo r his M aster. In  his early  years he w as a close 
s tu d en t of the classics, the  Scrip tu res an d  the 
church fathers, and  lived the life of an ascetic.
In  325 he accom panied his bishop to  the  council 
of Nicae, w here he a t once distinguished him self 
by his zeal and ab ility  in refu ting  the  heresy oi' 
A rianism , and  in vindicating  the  e ternal deity  
of C hrist. I t  w as a t th is tim e th a t he incurred  
the  h atred  of th is sect ab o u t w hich so m any 
sto rm s rose during  his life. T hree years la ter he 
becam e bishop of A lexandria, w hich positioi. 
e levated  him  to  the highest ecclesiastical dignity  
of the E ast. A t once began the no ted  co n tro 
versy against A rius and  his p a rty . As leader of 
th is his nam e becam e equ ivalen t to Nicene.

A sm all m an in s ta tu re , still his influence as n 
w riter and preacher is as w ide and  deep as the 
centuries. H e lived for one purpose— as L uther 
fo r justification  by faith , and  Calvin for the  idejj 
of the  sovereign grace of G od— th a t he m ight 
vindicate the deity  of C hrist, w hich righ tly  is 
the  cornerstone of the  C hristian  faith . N ot only 
in the  E astern  church, b u t also in the W estern, 
he enjoyed an enviable position both  as a w riter 
and  a theologian.

2. The. Arian controversy.  T he early  C hurch 
was d iv ided  concerning the  n a tu re  of C hrist, or 
the  Logos. Some believed th a t  H e w as tru ly  
the Son of G od, coexistent w ith  the  F a th er, and 
of the  sam e substance, while o thers m ade H im  to 
be a  creatu re an d  hence undivine. Chief am ong 
those w ho held th is la tte r  view  w as Arius. He 
affirm ed (1) th a t  there w as one God, unbegotten , 
and  th e  Son w as represented as an em anation  
(prothole) from  God, and  no t hav ing  the same 
natu re  ( meros homoousion)  ; (2) the  Son h a d  a 
beginning; (3) the  Logos, though born  w ith  the 
sophia  o r w isdom  of G od, was created  by the 
F a th e r as the  m edium  th rough  w hich the  w orld 
is to  come in to  being; (4) the Logos is hence 
changeable o r variab le  and  no t eternal. Passages 
from  the  Bible were cited to  establish th is view. 
C hrist th u s becam e a ra tio n a l energy created  by 
God. A thanasius th rew  him self unreservedly  into 
th is conflict in the  realm  of C hristology and 
sta ted  the  dogm a in such term s th a t evangelical 
C hristendom  canno t escape it.

3. The teachings of A thanasius concerning

(4)

Christ.  B acked by a s taunch  an d  genuine c h a r 
acter, tho rough ly  grasping  th e  conception of the 
un ity  of God, he tau g h t m en to  recognize the  
tru e  n a tu re  of the  person of C hrist and  its  im 
portance. H e denounced the  doctrines of Arius 
as un true  an d  spurious. H e tau g h t th a t  (1) the  
Scrip tures affirm  the  existence of b u t one God. 
The n a tu re , ousia, and  the  person, hupostasis,  are 
one. T here  is no room  left fo r a second G od, as 
Seeberg states. (Hist , of Doctrine,  V. I, 208).
(2) H e w ould no t allow  of a  F ather-S on , 
huiopator,  nor of a so le -natu red , monoo-usios, God. 
N o r would he perm it of “ th ree  hypostases sepa
ra ted  from  one an o th er."  (3) T he clear d is
tinction  betw een the F a th e r  an d  the  Son, as well 
as the un ity , finds expression in the  “ oneness of 
essence, enotes tes hoysias.” (4) T he Logos as
sum ed hum an  flesh an d  becam e m an, a n d  w as 
thus tru e  G od and  tru e  m an, w hich union fo rm ' 
the basis for the  sa lvation , soteria, of m an.

T he final v ic to ry  a t the  Council of Nicae was 
th a t of the  s ta tem en t of A thanasius, th a t  th e  Son 
is of the  sam e essence, homoousian,  as the  F a 
ther, and  no t of a like essence, homoeousian.  
The Son was declared to  be coequal w ith  the  
F a th e r, H is creation  w as denied, an d  H is eternal 
sonship was affirm ed. T he debate  lasted  after 
th is  abo u t a half a cen tury  and  a t  the  Council of 
C onstan tinop le in 381, the  fam ous filioque, and  
the Son,  w as inserted  in the  Creed, m aking the  
generation  of the  S p irit to  be from  the  F a th e r 
and the Son ,  an d  n o t m erely  from  th e  F a th er. 
T hus the  tru e  doctrine of the  deity  of C hrist, H is 
consubstan tia lity  w ith  the  F a th e r , th e  u n ity  in 
the tr in ity , an d  the  tr in ity  in the un ity  of the 
G odhead was established.

4. Athanasius’ influence on fu ture  doctrine of  
the person o f  Christ.  In  concluding th is section it 
is well to  no te  th a t  the  dogm a of the  person of 
Christ from  th a t  tim e on w as fa irly  well fixed, 
and  it has n o t been changed by any  o rthodox  
creed since then . T he only tim es w hen it has 
been challenged have been w hen A rianism  has 
reappeared  u nder a new  cloak, such as Socianian- 
ism  or the  m ore m odern  U n itarian ism . T his 
challenge has been tak en  up  by p resen t-day  liberal 
theologians w hen they  affirm  th a t  C hrist is not 
tru ly  God. B ut in so doing th ey  ally  them selves 
w ith  U nitarian ism , an d  deny the  basic concep
tions of o rthodox  C hristendom . T h e  creed was 
fixed, an d  has rem ained unchanged. T he fu tu re  
of doctrinal h isto ry  m ight have been fa r  d ifferen t
ly w ritten  had  it n o t have  been fo r A thanasius’
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staunch  defense of the  homoousian  principle. T his 
princip le is basic n o t only to  the  creeds of u n i
fied C hristian ity  before th e  schism betw een E a s t
ern  an d  W estern  C hristian ity , o r G reek and  R o 
m an Catholicism , and  u n til th e  R e fo rm a tio n ; it 
also rem ains the  sam e in the evangelical P ro te s
ta n t  creeds since the  day  of L u ther. In  the 
A ugsburg Confession, the T h irty -n in e  A rticles, 
and  all o th e r  creeds, th is pow er of A thanasius is 
felt.

I I .  A u g u s t in e  a n d  t iie  N a t u r e  o f  M a n

In  the  discussions w hich follow ed the fo rm ation  
of the  N icene Creed, the  o rthodox  position c o n 
cerning the  deity  of C hrist w as fa irly  well ac
cepted  as final. A tten tio n  w as th en  tu rn ed  to 
the  n a tu re  of m an, his original sta te , his ab ility  
or inab ility  w ith o u t o r w ith  grace to  be saved 
T he Pelagians m ain ta in ed  the  efficacy of u n 
aided h u m an  liberty , the  Sem i-Pelagians the  co
operation  of divine grace w ith  the h u m an  free
dom , while A ugustine and  his p a r ty  insisted on 
the  absolu te necessity of the  opera tion  of divine 
grace as alone efficacious in the w ork  of sa lvation

1. T he  life of Augustine.  A ugustine w as born  
in 354 in N o rth  A frica. H is early  life was 
m arked  w ith  debauchery  un til no t fa r from  M ilan , 
I ta ly , he heard  the  voice of a child saying, “ T ake 
an d  read .” H e read  from  R om ans 13:14 and 
tu rn ed  to  the  M aster. H e w as bap tized  on E aster 
S unday , 387. His connections w ith  a life of sin 
were b roken , and in 391 he w as chosen against his 
will as p re sb y te r in the city  of H ippo Regius. 
F o r th irty -e ig h t years as the  fam ous bishop of 
H ippo— though  a sm all c ity— he ruled the  th in k 
ing of the  C hurch. Schaff w rites of him , “ A u
gustine, the  m an w ith  u p tu rn e d  eve, w ith  pen  in 
the  left hand , an d  a  bu rn ing  h ea rt in th e  right, 
is a philosophical and  theological genius of the 
first order, tow ering  like a py ram id  above his 
age an d  looking dow n com m andingly  upon suc
ceeding centuries. . . .  H e w as a C hristian  
philosopher an d  a  philosophical theologian  to  the 
fu ll” (H is tory ,  Y. 3, p. 007). A m ong his n u 
m erous w ritings his Confession  an d  City of God  
have th ro u g h  th e  centuries rem ained unequaled  
as devo tional lite ra tu re . F o r a good discussion of 
his w ritings see Schaff, op. f i t. ,  V. 3, pp. 1005ff.

2. The  Pelagian Controversy.  Before the  tim e 
of A ugustine the  an th ro p o lo g y  of the  C hurch was 
crude. I t  w as generally  agreed th a t m an  had 
fallen, th a t th is sin w as a curse, th a t  he w as 
m orally  accoun tab le ; but as to  th e  ex ten t and  
th e  n a tu re  of th is co rru p tio n  and of the  relation
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of h um an  freedom  to div ine grace in the w ork  
of regeneration , Pelagius tau g h t: (1) A dam  was 
created  m orta l an d  w ould have  died, even had  he 
n o t sinned. (2) A dam 's fall in ju red  him self 
alone, no t the  h um an  race. (3) Children come 
in to  th e  w'orld in the  sam e condition  in w hich 
A dam  was before th e  fall. (4) T he h um an  race 
neither dies in consequence of A dam ’s tra n s
gression, n o r rises again in consequence of C h ris t’s 
resurrection . (5) U nbaptized  children as well 
as o thers are  saved. (6) T he law  as well as the 
gospel leads to  the k ingdom  of heaven. (7) There 
w ere sinless m en even before the tim e of C hrist.

P elagius’ system  revolves a ro u n d  the  hum an 
sta te  of m an  in  th a t  m an was believed to  have 
been entirely  able to  seek a n d  find sa lvation  w ith 
o u t the  aid  of divine grace. T he consequences 
of the fall of A dam  w ere necessarily lim ited  to 
A dam  alone and  n o t to  his poste rity . T here is 
th u s  no native  deprav ity . “Pelaganism  is a  fu n 
dam en ta l an th ropo log ical heresy, denying m an ’s 
ened of redem ption ,” avers Schaff. (Op. cit. V.
3, p. 815.) I t  is well to  note in passing th a t  in 
the  m odern  discussion of religious education  this 
heresy is held  in th a t  it is asserted th a t  children 
can be tau g h t religion, w ith o u t the  necessity of 
being converted.

3. August ine's answer to Pelagius.  In to  the 
con troversy  of sta ting  the  tru e  o rthodox  position 
as to  an thropology  A ugustine th rew  him self w ith 
his characteristic  zeal an d  ab ility . A t every 
tu rn  he opposed Pelagius an d  his teachings. H e 
affirm ed: (1) T h a t the hum an will, while free, 
w as still unable by itself to achieve the sta tu s 
for one of a child of God. G race divine w as 
absolu tely  essential. (2) T h a t the  prim itive 
s ta te  of m an, being one of innocence, still de
m anded  the grace of G od to  sustain  it. (3) 
T h a t the  fall not only affected A dam , b u t his 
poste rity , and  th a t  all come under the condem 
n a tio n  o r influence of dep rav ity , the  foun tain  
source of w hich w as the  fall of A dam . T his fall 
was com plete in its ex ten t, affecting the  entire 
m oral na tu re . (4) T h a t original sin is a native 
bent o f the soul to w ard  evil, w ith  w hich all 
p o ste rity  of A dam , save C hrist, come in to  the 
w orld . T he entire  race, th rough  the  fall, had  
become a massa perditinois,  a lost race. H is 
a rgum en ts fo r orig inal sin and  hered itary  guilt 
w ere founded  upon the  Bible. (5) T h a t re 
deem ing grace is necessary to  C hristian  life, an d  is 
unm erited . Gratia,  grace, is freely given, gratuita,  
gratis data. I t  is irresistible in its  effect (th is



294 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E

tenet of A ugustine laid  the  basis fo r the  fu tu re  
dogm a of C alvin ism ).

4. Augustine and the fu ture  anthropology of  
the Church. T he an th ropo logy  of th e  C hurch 
has rem ained essentially A ugustianian . N o m an  
has exerted  a  grea ter influence over fu tu re  dogm a 
th a n  he. In  respect to  the  doctrines of sin and 
grace A ugustine is th e  fo rerunner of the  R e fo r
m ation . T he R eform ers w ere led th ro u g h  his 
w ritings to  a  deeper understand ing  of th e  theology 
of P au l. In  the  m iddle ages even those who 
w ould refo rm  the  C hurch such as H uss, W yclif, 
etc., tu rn ed  to  the  fam ous b ishop  of H ippo  as 
the ir light. “N o church teacher,” w 'rites Schaff, 
“ d id  so m uch to m ould L u th e r  an d  C a lv in ; none 
furnished th em  so pow erful w eapons against the 
dom inan t Pelagianism  an d  fo rm a lism ; none is 
so o ften  quo ted  by  th em  w ith  esteem  an d  love” 
(Op. cit. V. 3', p. 1025f.)

In  our analysis of the  teachings of A ugustine 
we have em phasized b u t one dogm a, for it was he 
w ho first gave to  the C hurch a clear sta tem ent 
of the n a tu re  of m an and  the  need of redeem ing 
grace. W e can say to  him , as to  A thanasius and  
his C hristology, th a t no creed has since been 
w ritte n — to d ay  view ed as o rthodox— w hich is 
n o t founded  upon  the  an thropology  of A ugustine, 
or w hich does n o t include it. H e alone m oulded 
our anthropolog ical th inking , so th a t  a t once all 
Sem i-pelagian theories are excluded from  our 
evangelical theology. Pelagianism  is the  a n th ro 
pology of Socinianism  and  U nitarian ism , as 
A rianism  is its C hristology. T he orthodox  p o s i
tion  w ith  reference to  the m odern  religious ed u 
cation  m ovem ent, w hich denies dep rav ity  and  the 
necessity of regeneration  as a  su p e rn a tu ra l act, 
is essentially Pelagian, and  thus its  an thropology  
m ust come under the  ban  of evangelical theology.

I I I .  A n s e l m  a n d  t h e  D o c t r in e  o f t h e  A t o n e 

m e n t

U ntil the  tim e of Anselm lb .  1033 an d  d. 1109) 
there  w as no clear-cu t sta tem en t of the  n a tu re  of 
the atonem ent. P rev ious theologians h ad  been 
taken  up  w ith  th e  dogm a of the  tr in ity , the  p er
son of C hrist, as is illu stra ted  by the  noble w ork 
of A thanasius, and  of the n a tu re  of m an, h is sin, 
and  of redeem ing grace, as is show n by  the  
w ritings of A ugustine. W hen o rthodoxy  h ad  fo r
m ulated its  theories on these subjects, it rem ained 
for someone to  set fo rth  th e  n a tu re  of the  a to n e 
m ent as a  philosophical theo ry  based upon  the  
biblical teachings. T his Anselm  did in no u n 
certain  tones in his m em orable Cur deus hom o  ?

( W h y  the G o d - m a n i ) .  P ope w rites, “Anselm , in 
th e  la te r  p a r t  of the eleven th  cen tury , gave an 
entirely  new  direction  to  ecclesiastical th o u g h t 
on th is g rea t q u e s tio n : a d irection  w hich has been 
p erm an en t.” (C om p en d iu m  of Christian T h e 
ology, V. 2, p. 304.)

1. A nse lm ’s doctrine of the a tonem ent.  A fter 
ten  centuries of th o u g h t upon  soteriology, or the  
doctrines of sa lvation  an d  redem ption , it was 
left for th is  w riter to  open the  scholastic age w ith 
his fam ous theo ry  of sa tisfaction . To th is there 
w as no dawming light, no prev ious fo rerunner, 
and  his view is decidedly in advance of th e  best 
P a tris tic  th o u g h t on soteriology, an d  rem ains the  
th o u g h t of the  R efo rm ers on the  subject. Hl' 
a ttem p ted  to  presen t th e  dogm a in  a  harm onious 
an d  consistent m anner. O n ra tio n a l grounds he 
so ugh t to  p rove  th e  necessity of th e  incarnation  
an d  redem ption , a lthough  G od’s om nipotence 
stood in no need of such. H e knew  n o th ing  of 
the  theories w hich base th e  a ton em en t upon 
any claims the devil m ay have on h um an ity .

(1) Basic to his th o u g h t is the  idea th a t  m an 
can a tta in  u n to  sa lvation  only th ro u g h  the  fo r 
giveness of sins. (2) Sin consists in the  crea tu re  
w ithho ld ing  h o n o r due to  G od. “H e does no t 
render to  G od the  h onor due un to  H im ” (i, I I 1.
(3) M an th u s v io lates the  obligations laid  upon 
him  as a ra tio n a l being. (4) T h e  nonpunishm ent 
of sins u natoned  fo r w ould  b ring  d isorder in to  the 
k ingdom  of G od, “ b u t it is n o t p roper th a t  G od 
should  overlook  any th ing  disorderly  in H is k in g 
dom " (i, 12). (5) B ut th is divine o rder is p r e 
served by righteousness. (6) “ I t  is therefore 
necessary, either th a t  th e  h o n o r w ithheld  be 
rendered , o r th a t  p un ishm en t fo llow ” (1, 13). 
(7) I t  is necessary th a t  e ither pun ishm en t or 
sa tisfac tion  follow  every  sin. (S) G od chose 
the  w ay of sa tisfaction . (9) B u t th is sa tisfaction  
m ust be p roper, since every sm all sin alone details 
the  necessity of an  infin ite sacrifice. (10) Sines 
m an d ishonored G od by  su bm itting  to  th e  devil 
then  m an m ust render th is sa tisfaction  to  G od by 
the  conquest of th e  devil. (11) Since th is sa tis
faction  is so g rea t th a t  m an cannot render it, then  
only G od can render th e  dem anded  sa tisfaction . 
(12) B u t a m an  m ust render it, one w ho is of 
the  sam e race, connected  w ith  h u m an ity . (13) 
T he G od-m an hence m ust render th is satisfaction 
un to  G od. T h is requires th e  free su rren d er of 
th e  infin itely  precious life of th e  G od-m an. (14) 
T h u s the  in carn a tio n  an d  sufferings of the  God- 
m an  are necessary to  render p ro p er satisfaction
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u n to  th e  div ine honor. H e concludes, “ T hus the 
sins of m ankind  are rem itted ” ( i b ) . “ A nd thus 
the  doctrine of the S crip tu re  is p roved  by reason 
alone, sola ratione” (ii. 23).

T his a rgum en t is seen to  be based upon the 
legal m axim , w hich Seeberg affirm s to  be the 
G erm anic, instead  of the  R om an legal idea, of 
sa tisfaction  o r pun ishm ent, poena aut satisfactio. 
T hough  defects can be no ted  in the  theory , in 
th a t the  basis is purely  legalistic, m aking  the 
dea th  of Christ to  be a ju ris tic  conception, the 
sufferings of C hrist a re  not sufficiently related  
to H is life, and the  re lation  betw een the  benefits 
derived  from  th is suffering of C hrist an d  h u 
m an ity  is no t m ade clear, still it rem ains the  
foundation  of the  theology of the  a ton em en t for 
the  past ten  centuries. T he fundam en ta l position 
of the  Cur Deus H o m o  is the m etaphysical ne
cessity of the a to n em en t in o rder for the  rem is
sion of sins. It is th u s the  a ttr ib u te  of justice, 
an d  n o t m ercy, w hich  insists upon legal sa tis
faction. A d efau lt m ay be found  in this, never
theless the  elem ental ten e ts  of the  governm ental 
th eo ry — w hich refers to A dam  as the  h ead  of the 
race th rough  w hom  d eprav ity  cam e to  m an, and 
C hrist the  head  of the  race in redeem ing h u m an 
ity  from  the guilt an d  curse of sin— are to  be 
found in th is legal theo ry  of satisfaction.

As n o ted  above Anselm was absolu te ly  clear in 
denying the  claim s ol S atan  upon m ankind , th u s 
necessitating th e  a tonem en t, and  in asserting the 
claims of justice as requ iring  an a tonem ent. In  
th is his theo ry  becom es scientific an d  is “ d e 
fensible a t the b ar of first princip les,” as Shedd 
sta te s  (Hist , o f  Chris. Doctrine,  V. I , p. 283.) 
T he th eo ry  is colored by  the  lim ita tions of the 
R om an church , in w'hich it w as p ro d u c e d ; “ b u t 
in all its  great outlines it has m ain ta ined  itself 
and  will continue to  do so, as expressing the 
deepest though t of the  C hristian  C hurch  respect
ing the  S av ior's a ton ing  w o rk ” (S tearns, Present 
D ay Theology,  p. 384.)

T he R e fo rm a tio n  b ro u g h t o u t ano ther theory  
called “penal su b stitu tio n ,"  w hich shall be trea ted  
a t length  in o u r study  of the  a tonem en t. This is 
ofttim es confused w ith  A nselm ic doctrine, b u t 
w rongly  so. T here  are in th is dogm a tw o a lte r
natives given, e ith er the  sinner m ust suffer, o r a 
su bstitu te  m ust be punished. G od chose the 
la tte r  a lte rn a tiv e , and  heaped  upon  the  Son all 
the  pun ishm ent of the  sinner. Calvin brings out 
th is theo ry  in  his Inst i tu tes ,  B k. I I ,  Ch. 16. On 
the o th er h an d  the  A rm inians regard  C hrist’s
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dea th  as a  vicarious sacrifice ra th e r  th a n  as a 
su b stitu ted  pun ishm ent. H e freely died th a t  the  
sinner m ight thereby  be converted. Pope in dis
e a s in g  A nselm 's theo ry  of the a tonem en t m akes 
this sta tem en t, “T here arc flaws in the  Anselmic 
doctrine. . . . B ut no th ing  can  d im  the  value 
of Anselm ’s service to  C hristian  theology, as 
hav ing  established the im m anent necessity in the 
div ine natu re  of an atonem ent for the infinite evil 
a n d  offense of sin" (Com. of Chris. Theo. V. 2. 
p. 305.)

2. Anselm's influence of fu ture soteriology.  I t  
seems needless to discuss the influence of Anselm 
(in the  fu tu re  soteriology of the C hurch a t  any 
fu rth e r  length . One w ord how ever is necessary. 
H ow ever m any  changes m ight have been m ade 
in the final w orking ou t of the theory , w hether 
those of " th e  penal substitu tio n ,"  or of “ the 
governm ental th eo ry ,” or of “ the  v icarious sacri
fice," in all the o rthodox  view s of the  n a tu re  of 
the a to n em en t th is one rem ains basic. I t  is 
only w hen the  “ m oral influence th eo ry ” ( to  bc- 
discussed in our m ore detailed stu d y  of the  de
velopm ent of this doctrine) arose th a t the  basic 
idea of Anselm is cast aside. A nd th is could only 
be tru e : fo r the  m oral influence theory  is th a t 
of Socin ian-U nitarianism , w ith  its  underlying 
Pelagian an th ropo logy  and  its A rian C hristology. 
On the o th er hand , evangelical C hristendom  holds 
the  Anselmic soteriology, the  A ugustin ian  a n 
th ropo logy  and  the  A thanasian  Christology or 
trin itarian ism .

THE SABBATH IN SCRIPTURE AND  
HISTORY

B y  H orace G. C o w a n  

Annual and Other Sabbaths

A N N U A L  Sabbaths" is a phrase fre
quen tly  upon the  lips of those w ho 
keep S atu rd ay  as the  S abbath , as well 

as those observers of Sunday  w ho believe th a t 
the  S abbath  of the Bible w as alw ays kep t on 
S a tu rd ay . T he m eaning of the term  is th a t, as 
held by the Jew s, A dventists, Seven th-day  B ap 
tists, and  ihose P ro te s tan ts  w ho hold the S a tu r
day principle of the Bible S abbath , the  S ab 
b ath s connected  w ith  the  annual feasts of the 
Jew s, as the  Passover, P entecost, and  Tabernacles, 
w ere separa te  from  the  w eekly S abbaths and  
occurred  only once a  year. T his d istinc
tion  betw een th e  w eekly an d  festival S ab 
b ath s has been ta u g h t so continuously  an d  in-
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rlustriously, w ith  the  au th o rity  of em inen t nam es 
and  the  background  of high scholarship, th a t  it 
seems to  be an article of fa ith  w ith  m ost C hris
tian  people, an d  any  teaching to  the  co n tra ry  is 
looked upon w ith  suspicion an d  rejected  fo r its 
novelty . N evertheless, the  w riter of these a r t i 
cles believes and  will show th a t  “annual S ab
b a th s” canno t be found  in the  E ible, except in 
one instance, and  is an inven tion  of m odern  tim es.

As show n in the  last article, the  S abbaths of 
th e  law  began w ith  th e  feast of th e  Passover, on 
Abib IS, and  con tinued w eekly on fixed dates 
in  the  m onths un til P entecost, on S ivan S. T h e re 
afte r, and  in  the  direct, seven thday  line from  
the P assover-P en tecost Sabbaths, th e  feast of 
T rum pets on T isri 1, and  the  feast of T ab e r
nacles on T isri 15-22, con tinued  th e  Sabbaths 
in the  sam e w eekly o rder and  on m on th ly  fixed 
dates. M oreover, A bib 1 w as a  S abbath  day  in 
every year, it  being the  da te  upon w hich the  
show bread w as first placed upon  the  tab le  in 
th e  tabernacle  (Ex. 4 0 :2 3 )  by  M oses, in obedi
ence to  the  com m and of G od: “E very  sabbath  
he shall set it in o rder before the  L o rd  con
tin u a lly ” (Lev. 24: 8 ). T he a rrangem en t of the 
so la r year of the  M osaic calendar, consisting of 
tw elve m onths of th ir ty  days each, w ith  five in 
terca lary  days (th ree  a t th e  end of the  sixth 
m on th  an d  tw o  a t th e  close of th e  tw e lf th ) , 
m ade the  S abbaths come in regular o rder and 
upon  fixed dates in every year, bo th  during  the  
yearly  feasts and  otherw ise. T here  w ere no 
S abbaths upon  o th er dates, except one to  be 
noticed  beiow , prov ided  fo r in the  M osaic law .

A fter so m any  books and  articles have been 
w ritten  b y  m en of high scholastic a tta in m en ts  
w hich tak e  it fo r g ran ted  o r seek to  p rove  th a t  
the  S abbaths of the  M osaic law  alw ays recurred  
a t  the end of w eekly periods on S a tu rd ay , and  
th a t  the  S abbaths connected w ith  th e  yearly  
feasts w ere “an nual S abbaths,” it  is refreshing to  
find som e em inent, m odern  au tho rities com ing 
o u t boldly fo r the  view  th a t  the  S abbaths of 
the Bible occurred on fixed m onth ly  dates. T he 
first m odern  w rite r to  suggest the  fixed-date M o 
saic calendar w as ap p aren tly  D r. Sam uel Shuck- 
fo rd , of L ondon , E ngland , w ho published his 
Sacred and Profane H is tory  o f  the W o r ld  C o n 
nected ,  a t  L ondon , in 1743, an d  w as follow ed by  
D r. P ete r Akers, of A m erica, in 1855, in h is In -  

. troduction  to Biblical Chronology,  a  very  erudite  
w ork . L ate r, ab o u t 1878, D r. D aniel B. T u rney ,
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of Illinois, in a d ebate  w ith  D . M . C anrigh t. 
then  a  S even th -day  A dventis t, to o k  the  position 
th a t the  S ab b a th  of th e  law  w as the  seven th  day 
of “a m u ta tiv e  w eek,” an d  defended his position  
w ith  such ab ility  th a t  M r. C anrigh t w as no t 
able to w eaken it. (T his w as th e  D. M  .Can- 
righ t w ho a fte rw ard  left the  S even th -day  A d 
ven tists, and  spoke an d  w ro te  extensively against 
th e ir  d o c tr in e ). B ut it rem ained fo r D r. Sam uel 
W alter G am ble, of K ansas, to  w rite  th e  clearest 
treatise  on the  sub ject, Su n d a y  the True  S a b 
bath of God,  1901, in w hich he show s conclusively 
th a t the  S ab b a th s w ere on fixed dates in the  
m onths.

R ecently  D r. G am ble’s book, a new edition 
of w hich w as issued in  1924, has received the  
endorsem ent of the  In te rn a tio n a l F ixed C alendar 
League, now  w orking w ith  the  C alendar C om 
m ittee of the  League of N ations fo r the  ado p tio n  
of a new, fixed calendar by  all th e  nations of 
the  w orld . In  a pam ph le t entitled , M oses the 
Greatest of Calendar R eform ers,  th e  au tho rs 
say, “ Because th e  com m and to w o rk  six days is 
just as b inding as the  one to  rest on the  seventh, 
the  M osaic calendar p rov ided  six w o rk -d a ys  to 
fo l low the extended Sabbath  on the four th  and  
f i f th  days of the th ird  m on th .  T h is is the  re a 
son fo r the ex tra  S ab b a th  a rrangem en t inserted  
in the calendar a t  th e  d a te  of P entecost . . .  so 
th a t  the  w o rk  days an d  S ab b a th s th ro u g h o u t the 
year annually  recurred  on the  sam e fixed d a tes .” 
(Ita lics  are those of the  au th o rs .)

T he “ annual S a b b a th ” th eo ry  is n arrow ed  
dow n to  one single day, viz., the  day  of A tone
m ent on the  10th d ay  of T isri, th e  seventh  
m on th  of th e  M osaic calendar. T his w as p ro 
vided fo r in L eviticus 23: 26-32. I t  w as to  be a 
S ab b a th , in w hich  “ no m anner of w o rk ” should  
be done, and  in w hich th e  people should  afflict 
their souls, and  the  high priest en tered  the  holy  
of holies w ith  th e  b lood of beasts, “ w hich he 
offered fo r him self, and  fo r the  erro rs of the  
people” (H eb . 9: 7 ). T here  was no o th er day  
like it in th e  law  an d  custom s of th e  Jew s, it 
was the  only  an nual S abbath . U nlike o th er S ab 
b a th  days, w hich were feasts of the  L ord , it  
w as a  day  of fasting  and  affliction of soul, and  
of m aking a to n em en t fo r the ir  sins by  the  o f
fering of b lood. I ts  a n tity p e  is found  in th a t  
“C hrist being come an high priest of good th ings 
to  come . . . ne ither by  th e  b lood  of goats and  
calves, b u t by his ow n blood he en tered  in once
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in to  the holy place, hav ing  ob ta ined  e ternal re 
dem ption  for u s” (H eb . 9: 11, 12).

A w rite r in T he  Sunday  School T imes  recently 
said th a t  th e re  w ere th ir ty  different kinds of 
S ab b a th s p rov ided  for in the Jew ish  econom y, 
an d  cited the  M ishna  as au th o rity . T his is 
typ ica l of w riters w ho have delved deeply in 
Jew ish  lore, and  have sought to  m easure biblical 
tim es and  seasons by  the  m odern  Jew ish  cal
endar, b u t it is n o t tru e  of th e  Bible an d  can 
no t be sustained b y  biblical evidence. T he 
M ishna  includes w h at w as know n as the “ oral 
law ,” w hich  the  scribes and  rabbinical teachers 
am ong the  Jew s asserted w as delivered to M oses 
on M t. Sinai along w ith  the  w ritte n  law , b u t 
w as handed  dow n by  o ra l testim ony  un til about 
the  second cen tu ry  A. D., w hen it w as com m itted  
to w ritin g  by a certain  scribe. I t  w as the “ t r a 
d itions of th e  elders,” against w hich our L ord  
w arned  H is disciples, an d  to d ay  all w ho wish 
to  find the  tru th  concerning the  S ab b a th  will 
do well to  adhere to  the  Bible, and  let the 
Mishna  an d  o th er Jew ish  trad itio n s go.

W h at, then , are  the  facts ab o u t the  “ o ther 
S a b b a th s” th a n  th e  one w hich occurred on 
cach seven th  d a y ?  fo r there w ere o ther seasons 
of rest an d  of cessation from  labor requ ired  of 
the  chosen people of G od in the land  of Israel, 
w hich w ere called S abbaths.

T he S ab b a th  of the  day of A tonem ent has 
been noticed, the  only annual S ab b a th  day  of 
the law . N ext cam e the  sabbatic  year (Lev. 
25: 1 -7), in w hich a S ab b a th  a year long was 
p rov ided  fo r, as follow s: “ Six years th o u  shalt 
sow  th y  field, an d  six years th o u  sha lt p rune  
th y  v ineyard , and  g ather in the  fru it th e re o f ; 
b u t in the  seventh  year shall be a sabbath  of 
rest u n to  the  land , a sab b a th  fo r the  L ord: 
th o u  sha lt ne ither sow  th y  field, n o r p rune th y  
v in ey a rd ” (Lev. 2 5 :3 , 4 ) . T he question  arises, 
H ow  did th e  people live, and  w h at d id they  
do, during  the sabbatic  y ea r?  This was a vital 
question  at th a t  tim e, fo r we find it recorded. 
“ W h at shall we eat th e  seventh  y ea r?  behold, 
we shall not sow , nor g a th er in our increase." 
A nd the L o rd 's  answ er was, “ T hen  I will com 
m and  m y blessing upon  you  in the sixth year, 
an d  it shall b ring  fo rth  fru it for th ree years” 
(Lev. 2 5 :2 1 ) . B u t, w h a t did the  people do?
I t shou ld  be understood  th a t a large m ajo rity  
o f th e  Israelites w ere farm ers w ho lived in li t
tle villages, and  w ent ou t to  th e ir  nearby  farm s
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to  w o rk  th rough  the d a y ; on the  S abbath  they 
rested  a t hom e, except w hen they  w ent up to  
the  th ree  yearly  feasts a t  Jerusalem , a t  which 
every m ale w as requ ired  to  presen t him self be
fore the  L ord . B u t w ith  all agricu ltu ra l labor 
suspended in the  sabbatic  year there w ould be 
m any  unem ployed men in the  country . W ith  the 
shepherds it w as different, as th e ir flocks w ould 
need th e ir  constan t care in th e  sabbatic  as in 
o th er y e a r s ; and  o ther kinds of w o rk  w ere not 
p roh ib ited  in the  sabbatic  year, hence there 
w ere o p portun ities for the  unem ployed farm ers 
to  seek w o rk  a t o ther occupations. T he au th o r 
of Eight Studies of the  L ord ’s D ay  suggests th a t 
“ There w ould  be . . .  a tendency of these H e 
brew  farm ers to flock in to  the  largest tow ns, 
w here the  greatest am oun t and  greatest varie ty  
of occupations m ight be found .” T rade , travel, 
o r labor a t hand icrafts or on public w orks m ight 
occupy the  tim e of the  Israelite  farm er during  
the sabbatic  year.

T he seventh sabbatic  year in succession was 
follow ed by the year of jubilee on th e  fiftieth  
year, m aking a S abbath  tw o  years long. T he 
sam e gracious, divine provision for the  people’s 
need m arked  th is year as on the  previous sab 
batic years, an d  special provision w as m ade for 
cases of need caused by the  econom ic exigences 
of the tim es and  people. L an d  sold during  the 
in terim  betw een tw o  jubilees m ight be redeem ed 
by the  form er ow ner or his k insm en— for it was 
fo rb idden  th a t  the  land  should  be sold p e r
m anently , b u t m ust rem ain  in the  possession of 
the fam ily  of the  original ow ner— and  if no t 
redeem ed before, it re tu rn ed  in the  year of 
jubilee to  those who w ere en titled  to  possess it.

T he children of Israel w ere delivered from  
slavery  in E g yp t, an d  y e t th ey  held slaves or 
bondse rv an ts ; b u t th e ir slaves m ust be strangers 
o r foreigners, and  n o t of the  race of Israel. 
T here w ere occasions, how ever, w hen an  Israe l
ite having “waxen p o o r” w'as sold to  one of his 
ow n nation , and com pelled to serve the  one w ho 
bought him . B ut it was expressly p rov ided  th a t 
he was not “ to  serve as a bon d se rv an t,” and 
th a t he was subject to  redem ption , an d  a t the 
jubilee he w ent o u t a free m an.

T he goodness of G od in giving the  H ebrew  
people th e  S abbaths, on w hich the  benefits of rest 
for th e ir  bodies, a tonem en t fo r their souls, and 
deliverance from  deb t and  bondage w ere theirs, 
ought to  have m ade them  a people devoted  to
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G od and  H is law , and  careful to w alk  in all His 
w ays. T hey  w ould thus have been a happy , 
con ten ted  an d  prosperous people, th e ir every 
need supplied, an d  their enemies subdued before 
them . T he S abbath  was a sign w hich G od gave 
betw een H im  an d  them , th a t they  m ight know  
th a t  the L ord  had  chosen and  sanctified them . 
B u t their h isto ry  as given in the  h isto rica l books 
and  the  p rophets show s th a t  th ey  rebelled against 
G od, and  despised His judgm ents, w ould  not 
w alk in H is w ays, and  po llu ted  H is Sabbaths, 
“ fo r th e ir h ea rt w ent a f te r  their idols” (Ezek. 
20: 16).

And so G od gave them  in to  the  han d s of the 
heathen , and  th ey  were carried  aw ay  to  B a b y 
lon, w here they  becam e the  se rvan ts of the  king 
of B abylon, “T o fulfill th e  w o rd  of the  L o rd  
by the  m outh  of Je rem iah , un til th e  land  had  
enjoyed her sabbaths: fo r a? long as she lay 
desolate she kept sab b a th , to fulfil threescore 
and  ten  years” (2 C hron. 3 6 :2 1 ) .  A S abbath  
seventy  years long, w hich indicates th a t  the 
sabbatic  years and  the  jubilees h ad  no t been 
kep t for four h undred  an d  n inety  years, a neglect 
w hich tended  to  b ring  th e  n a tio n  to  the  verge 
of destruction .

DEVOTIONAL
GREAT PREACHERS I HAVE KNOWN

B y  A. M . H il l s , L L. D.

No. 7—Rev. W . H. Murray, Pastor of Park 
Street Church, Boston

I H A V E at h an d  no b iography  of the  life of 
th is rem arkab le preacher, w hich I  deeply re
gret. H e bore the  nam e of the  n in th  P resi

den t of the  U nited  S tates, W illiam  H enry  H a r
rison, whose p rem atu re  death  cut him  off after 
one m on th  of service in the  presidency.

I  do n o t know  th e  date  or place of W. H . H. 
M u rra y ’s b irth . I  u nderstood  a t Y ale th a t  he 
w as a  Y ale g rad u a te  an d  an a th le te . T he la tte r  
he show ed for he w as above six feet high, w ith  
m ajestic fram e, an d  noble, com m anding presence, 
a n d  b eau tifu l as an  A pollo. W hen he cap tured  
th e  p as to ra te  of P a rk  S treet church , a t th a t 
tim e the  leading C ongregational church in M as
sachusetts an d  one of the  m ost influential in all 
N ew  E ngland , I  canno t say, b u t in 1871 his nam e 
was on all lips. H e had  issued some volum es of 
serm ons as p as to r of P a rk  S tree t church . W en
dell Phillips, one of the  m ost accom plished o ra 
to rs  Am erica ever produced, heard  him  preach 
an d  said, “ Y oung M u rray  has cap tu red  a large 
B oston audience by  th e  nape of the  neck." 
H enry  W ard Beecher, w hen a t  the height of 
w orld -w ide fam e, asked M u rray  to  exchange p u l
p its w ith  him . These facts endorse m y judgm ent 
th a t  he w as indeed a great preacher.
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M r. M u rray  w as chosen tw ice to  deliver a 
series of serm ons on Sunday evenings to  young 
m en an d  the  general public in M usic H all, B o s
ton . T he vast aud ito riu m  was crow ded to  the  
lim it, tim e a fte r  tim e. A nd no w onder! F or a 
sam ple of the  style of his address an d  th e  sin g u 
la r app rop ria teness an d  directness of his speech, 
take  th is in tro d u c tio n  to  a serm on to  young 
m en from  the text, " I  have w ritten  un to  you 
young m en, because ye are strong, an d  the W ord  
of G od ab ideth  in you, and  ye have overcom e 
the  w icked one” (1 Jo h n  2: 14).

“ T he idea of stren g th  is in tim ate ly  connected 
w ith  y o u th . Age is the  synonym  of w eakness— 
a t least, of d im inished vigor. T he h u m an  fram e 
w ith its once h a rd y  flesh an d  sw elling sinews 
sh ru n k  and  shrivelled, the  erectness of s ta tu re  
gone, the lusterless eye, the  trem ulous hand , the 
u nsteady  knees, these speak of vigor departed , 
of m otion  checked, of b eau ty  fled. T hey  sug 
gest the  settling  of th e  cu rren t, and  the  ebbing 
of the  v ita l pow ers.

“ B ut y o u th  is strong. N either w eakness 
n o r decay belong to  it. I t is full o f streng th  
a n d  facile m ovem ents. O bserve a grove of trees 
w hen in green, lux u rian t prim e. H ow  lithe and  
flexile! W ith  tru n k  sunk like a firm ly set pillar 
deeply in earth , b raced  and  fastened  by a h u n 
d red  la tera l and  far-reach ing  supports, and  with 
b ranches whose beginnings are in its very  heart.
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stre tch ing  wide out on either side, p lian t and  
tough , each tree w ith  tossing to p  an d  stream ing 
foliage, s tand ing  against the  b last, trem ulous 
w ith  delight, and  launching defiance a t  the w ind. 
W h a t cares such a tree for the  gale? I t m eets 
it like a b roadchested  m an, inhaling  new  life 
an d  v igor from  its violence, an d  tosses its flexile 
branches against it in disdain. H ow  often  we 
hav e  all seen such trees, an d  sat an d  w atched 
th em  sw ay an d  bend, slop  and  rise, w hile every 
leaf stood  ou t s tra ig h t as a s tream ing  flag! Such 
trees type the  qualities and  characteristics of 
y o u th . T ake a young m an inured  to  toil. I 
do no t m ean a slim , fragile lad, such as are 
nestled  in baby h o o d  in the  suffocating dow n of 
your cities, b u t such as w ere rocked on the 
h a rd , oaken floors of the  c o u n try —b ro ad  in 
chest w ith  shoulders th ick  an d  square. B are his 
b reast an d  neck ; w h at b read th , w h a t fulness! 
See how  the  blue veins cross it, tau t w ith 
h ealthy  b lo o d ! T u rn  his head, and  observe how  
w ith  the  m otion  the  g rea t ridges of the  well- 
tw isted  cords come ou t. L ift the  a rm ; m ove it 
up  an d  dow n in the  socket an d  m ark  the  play 
of the  tough  sinews. W atch  th e  face w ith  its 
b ro ad  b row , the  keen, lively eyes, the  crisp beard , 
the  wide, square ly  set j a w ; w ho has ever looked 
on such a piece of G od's creative pow er, an d  not 
m arveled?  A nd w ho of us, w ith  such a p ic
tu re  in our m ind, w onders th a t  the  aged apostle 
should  say, ‘1 have  w ritte n  un to  you young men 
because ye are s tro n g .’ ”

T here  never w as an  audience of civilized men 
gathered  on th is  planet w ho w ould  not have 
been gripped by  such an  in tro d u c tio n  by an 
o ra to r  w ho w as him self a perfec t illu stra tion  of 
w h a t he w as describing. A nd the  concluding 
appeal of th is serm on is equally  app rop ria te .

“N ow , one th in g  th a t  all young m en need, and 
w hich  G od expects you to  exhibit in th is m oral 
w arfa re , is high, u n d au n ted  reso lu tion— or to  put 
it in Saxon, grit. T o  live up rig h tly  and purely 
in th is age is no p lay . A young m an w ho re
solves to  do it  m ust p u t him self, as a fencer 
does w hen ab o u t to  be a ttack ed , on his guard . 
H e needs an eye like a  sw allow 's, and  a wrist 
p lian t an d  w ell-nerved, to  p a rry  the th ru sts  
and  w ard  off the  passes of his foe. A mild 
an d  dovelike disposition does no t alw ays hold 
a m an  up  to  th e  line of d u ty . . . . T here are 
tim es w hen a young m an m ust say  no,  an d  bring 
it out like th e  snap of a fro s ty  file. T here  are
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tim es also w hen he m ust say yes, an d  m ake it 
ring  like the  b last of a  tru m p e t. N ever did 
y oung  m en need th is quality  and  tem per m ore 
th an  they  do to d a y ; never w ere there m ore op 
po rtu n ities  fo r its  exercise. In  education , busi
ness, m orals, politics every th ing  is chaotic, and 
a  C hristian  m ust pick his w ay by the  exercise 
of his ow n conscience and  judgm ent. G od has 
m ade the  line betw een m orality  and  im m orality , 
betw een righ t and  w rong, betw een tem perance 
an d  drunkenness, b roader and  clearer th an  ever 
before in the  h is to ry  of the  w orld. N o eye 
can fail to  see i t ;  an d  no confusion of issues, 
no p artisan  jugglery, no evasion of du ty , can 
ever w ipe it out.

“ In  social life the  sam e is true. In  parlors 
an d  salons, and  on festive occasions, you will 
m ore th a n  once be challenged by the tem pter, 
and  m ust needs bear w itness fo r tem perance 
and  piety . A t such suprem e m om ents I entreat 
you no t to  flinch. A void rudeness, b u t never 
surrender principle. N ever be so deceived by the 
sw eetness of the d raugh t as to sw allow  poison. 
H arm onize w ith  no fashionable folly. Be no t 
m oved by sneers, nor sw ayed by b an te r, nor cap 
tu red  by en trea ty . Be tru e  to yo u r highesl 
conceptions of right, to  those views of duty  
given in the  Bible to  m an, an d  to  those asp ira
tions for holiness w hich come to  you in m om ents 
of suprem e m oral elevation.

‘ To conclude I w ould  say, and  I  w ould say 
personally  to  each one of you, if you have ever 
y ielded to  tem p ta tio n , ever stifled conviction, 
ever acted coun ter to  your sense of right, ever 
been influenced by  ridicule, ever jo ined in w ith 
less scrupulous com panions, you d id a w eak, a 
wicked an d  a silly th ing . N ever, so long as you 
d raw  b reath , so m isdem ean yourself again. Live, 
henceforth , so near the  D eity , by faith  in Christ 
and  along the  line of correct conduct, th a t  in 
the  h o u r of y ou r suprem est tr ia l you shall not 
only be justified b u t also glorified, in the  p res
ence of G od and  those m ost holy  angels of His, 
am ong w hom , as w ith  fellow -servants, you shall 
thenceforth  live a n d  love and  adore forever."

M a n y  years ago a son of M assachusetts said 
to me, “ E v ery  k ind  of infidelity and  skepticism  
an d  false religion th a t  has ever cursed this 
co u n try  was born  w ith in  fifty  miles of B oston .” 
I t is p re tty  nearly  exact t ru th . B u t right there 
B ro th er W . H . H . M u rray  p reached a serm on on 
“M odern  Skepticism ,” w hich cut like a lash.
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and  stung  like a fly-blister. A nd it  fits us yet. 
Am ong o ther things he said, “ One thing we m ust 
no t fo rget, nam ely , th a t  C h ristian ity  is a fact. 
Its  philosophy is th o u g h t out. I ts  m oralities 
are reduced to  p ra c tic c ; its predictions are fu l
filled. A ny ob jection  urged against it is to  be 
regarded as an objection  urged against an es
tablished system . T his is the  van tage  ground 
th a t the C hristian  religion holds over skepticism  
If- one could live in a vacuum  he m ight dou b t 
th a t there was any such th ing  as w ind, and  p er
suade his skepticism  off upon o th e r s ; b u t he 
w ould  find it exceedingly difficult to  do th is 
w hen he s tood  w ith  a cu rren t blow ing against 
his cheek an d  am ong those w ho lived in the 
open air. W ell, C hristian ity  like the  w ind, is 
its  ow n proof. I t  bears testim ony  of itself, and 
yet its testim ony  is tru e . I t  is seen in its ef
fects. I ts  results are p a te n t to  ail, and no ob
jection  can stand  w hich ignores th e  pow erful 
existence of w h a t it condem ns. T he presence 
of apples in th e  m arkets proves th a t  there m ust 
be orchards.

“ Indeed, religion has become so in tim ate ly  in 
terw oven w ith  the  people’s life, so em bodied  in 
o u r in stitu tions, it exists so little  in its abstrac t 
form s and  so fully in its concrete, th a t in one 
sense no ob jection  can be b rought against it.

“T o  bring an objection against C hristian ity  
you m ust object to  the civilization it has n o u r
ished, to th e  political stru c tu re  it has raised up, 
and  to  the  character of the  people it has ed u 
cated and  inspired. Y ou cannot separa te  the 
tree from  the fru it, the stream  from  th e  fo u n 
ta in , the  fragrance from  th e  flower. T hey  stand  
or fall together. T he blow  aim ed a t one hits 
b o th ; their censure and  praise are alike. The 
skeptics of th is city, w hen they  a tta c k  the  re
ligion of N ew  E ngland , a tta c k  N ew  E ngland  i t 
self. E very  sneer against p ie ty  is a sneer against 
yo u r characters and  mine, fe llow -citizens; as it 
is against every character inspired a t all by re 
ligious impulses. F o r w here an d  w hen is the 
religion of a people seen? Is  it  seen in their 
creeds, the ir  verbal s ta tem en ts of tru th , their 
catechism s an d  sacred books alone? I tell you 
nay , th e  religion of a  people is seen an d  judged 
in the  charac te r of th e  people itse lf ; it is ad 
vertised  in th e ir laws, m anifested  in th e ir  h a b 
its, exem plified in their hom es, published in 
th e ir civil in stitu tions, engrossed in th e  records 
of th e ir  jurisprudence. If  you  w ould see religion

to  judge her, go no t to  the  churches only , look 
n o t a t  creeds an d  serm ons. Go fo rth  to  fields 
an d  shops and  stores an d  factories. B ehold her 
in the  action  of a thou san d  industries w hich  she 
m akes possible and  directs. E n te r  the  courts 
of justice an d  see her in law s honestly  ad m in 
istered Pass to  the  legislature, an d  behold  her 
in the  fo rm ation  of s ta tu te s  whose object is to 
equalize the burdens an d  defend  the righ ts of all. 
Go dow n to  the  crow ded m arket w here men 
buy an d  sell, an d  realize her presence in the  
p ro tec tio n  of p ro p e rty , in the  rec titude  of in d i
vidual characters. Visit the  hom es of N ew  E n g 
land, an d  see her in the  loves, th e  sanctities, 
the  joys of p a ren ts  an d  children, for in such 
places an d  th ings is the  religion of a people 
really m anifested . I t  is against these, th e  blessed 
results of C hristian ity , th a t  all enm ity  to C hris
tia n ity  is today  addressed. W hoever soils the 
foun ta in , po llu tes th e  stream . W hoever a ttack s 
religion, m akes w ar on th e  resu lts of religion. 
T o  sneer a t  p ie ty  is to  sneer a t th a t  o rder of 
life, th a t  class of hab its, th a t honorab le  ch a r
acter, w hich it produces.

“ T his is w h a t m akes all e rro r  dangerous and  all 
irreverence deadly. 1 care no th ing  ab o u t the  
W'ar th a t e rro r m ay wage upon w ords an d  defi
n itions an d  form s of s ta tem en t. B ut w hen w ai 
is m ade upon religion i tse lf ; w hen we see th a t 
the  anim us of the  endeavor is no t to  im prove 
the  defin ition  of te rm s— not to  revive a n ’ im 
po ten t tru th , rendered  so by an u n fo rtu n a te  
expression— n o t to  teach  a h igher scholarship 
b u t to m ake all scholarship useless— th en  alarm  
is leg itim ate an d  counter a tta c k  is called for.

“N ow , ladies and  gentlem en, th is is the  true  
sta te  of the case as regards m any  of our m odern 
skeptics and  o pponen ts of religion. T heir effort 
is n o t to  im prove th e  verbal and  ac tual expres
sion of religion, b u t to w ipe ou t all religion. 
T hey  h a te  it  w ith  th e  h a tre d  w hich the  carnal 
m ind alw ays feels to w a rd  sp iritua l forces and 
results. T heir highest, the ir  only, conception of 
intellectual liberty  seems to  be a  general in 
credulity . T h ey  insist th a t  flight is im possible 
save in a vacuum . F a ith  th ey  associate w ith  
ignorance. T hey canno t conceive of a devout 
scholarship. T he graduates of H a rv a rd —I am 
sorry  to  say it— come fo rth  and  p rove their 
e rud ition  by  w riting  essays to  d isprove the  very 
im pulse, to  th ro w  discredit upon  the  very  faith  
in G od an d  regard  for m an , w hich  orig inated  

( 12)
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an d  lo r  m ore th a n  a  cen tu ry  nourished their 
university . T he p iety  th a t  gave b irth  to  H a r
vard  is d iscredited  a t H arv a rd . T he daugh ter 
denies th a t  she ever h ad  a m other.

“ I  m ain ta in  th a t  a  scholarship w hich denies 
m ore th a n  it asserts, nay , w hose very  assertions 
are  denials, is an im becile scholarship. I t w ould 
be w icked if it was no t so w eak.

“ T o  be s trong  a m ind m ust be constructive. 
I t  m ust build , it m ust e labora te , it m ust fuse 
an d  unite. Coherence is essential to  dignity . 
The pow er of G od is show n in orderly  creation, 
in w orlds m ade an d  wisely governed, in p lanets 
d irected , in system s ad ju sted  and  im pelled and 
in those vast constructive  processes of energy 
w hich stand  as p aren ts to  the  universe itself.

“ T h e  pow er of G od is seen in th is ; H e speaks 
an d  law s spring in to  existence; H e brea thes upon 
chaos, an d  it becom es in h ab itab le ; H e lifts  his 
han d  an d  the  s ta rs  begin th e ir endless m arch. 
T h is  is G od, an d  m an born  in H is im age stand# 
u n ited  to  H im  in analogy . T ru e  greatness, of 
w h atev er degree, is know n by  its creation . Its 
accom plishm ents are positive. I t adds to , in 
stead  of d e trac ting  from , the  bulk of the  w orld 's 
fa ith  a n d  w orks.

“ I have show n you, young m en, th a t religion 
canno t be d isconnected from  its results. P iety 
m eans charac te r, n o t creed ; and  every a ttack  
th a t  is m ade upon p ie ty  is, in fact, m ade upon 
th e  charac te r w hich it causes and w hich em 
bodies it.

“ T here  is a tru e  skepticism — the skepticism  
w hich leads to  investiga tion , w hich p rom pts 
wise inqu iry , w hich searches for the  tru th  as 
fo r a lost jew el, rejoicing w hen it has found it. 
T h a t  w as the  skepticism  of T hom as— a skep ti
cism w hich dem anded  only the  needed m easure 
of evidence an d  w hen th is w as given, blossom ed 
in to  perfect tru s t. Such do u b te rs  are G od's 
best w o rsh ipers; th e ir  confessions live an d  glorify  
th e  e ternal F a th er.

“ B u t th e  skepticism  of to d a y — at least the  
larger p a r t  o f it— is n o t of th is kind. I t  r id i
cules form s, b u t on ly  th a t  it m ay m ake th e  spirit 
th ey  em body  ridiculous. I t  laughs a t  creeds, 
b u t  only  th a t  it m ay  deride the  everlasting 
tru th s  th ey  express. I ts  effort is n o t to  im prove 
th e  im perfect expression of religion, b u t to  re
m ove religion itself from  th e  m inds an d  hearts 
of its w orshipers. This, I  assert, is its tendency, 
its  aim , its am bition . I ts  first phase is a m ild

skepticism ; its  second, in fide lity ; its th ird , a th e 
ism. I t  first d o u b ts ; it then  disbelieves; and  
finally it. blasphem es.

“ Such being its character and  tendency, I w arn  
all of you. I w arn  the  public against it. I  p ray  
G od to  keep all of you and  the  entire  country  
irom  it. H ad  I th e  pow er, I w ould  send my 
w arning cry to  every city, village and ham let 
in the  land. I t  should ride the  gale, w arning 
them  to  flee for shelter to  the  R ock th a t  is 
grea ter th a n  all hum an defense. W oe to  New 
E ngland  in th a t  day  w hen she shall stand  
stripped  of her ancestral fa ith ; when the  holy 
im pulses of the fa th ers  shall no longer swell in 
the bosom  of her so n s ; w hen the sw eet and 
solem n influences of heaven shall be w ithdraw n 
from  us because of o u r unbelief; an d  the  H oly 
Spirit depart, grieved aw ay, by the  general 
frivo lity  and worldliness of the  popular m ind.
. . . W hat has m odern skepticism  done b u t be
w ilder and confuse, perplex and  to r tu re ?  H as 
it m ade anyone’s p a th  w ider? H as it taken  envy 
from  the bosom  of the  poor or pride from  the 
rich ? H as it p roduced a scholarship profound  
enough to  know  its ignorance and  to  be hum bled 
by it?  Or has it ra th e r  given us a class of 
m en whose a tta in m en ts  are m ore brillian t than  
p ro found , an d  m ore egotistical th a n  brillian t— 
self-asserting m en, clever essayists, pert special
ists, m akers of books to  advertise them selves, men 
whose rep u ta tio n  as scientists is builded on bold 
guesses an d  bolder assertions, whose m utual d isa
greem ents and  differences of opinifln m ake con
fidence in the  correctness of the ir  conclusions the  
proof of b linder credu lity  th a n  they  ever charged 
upon the  believers of the B ible? W hat has skep
ticism  ever builded  or established? W hat d i
vergen t in terests has it ever b rough t in to  u n ity ?  
W hat streng th  has it ever im p arted  to  hum an 
w eakness? W h at frivo lity  has it ever checked? 
W hat life has it ever assisted to  a  higher ho li
ness? W h at dea th  has it ever cheered? N one. 
N o r can it. I ts  n a tu re  fo rb ids the  hope. A 
shadow  cannot w a rm ; a cloud cannot em it rad i
ance. A negation  canno t confirm  any  tru th . 
T here  is no positive force in it. I ts  mission 
is to  deny. W ith o u t a house itself, it w orks 
aw ay  a t the  underp inn ing  of o th er m en’s houses. 
F o r fifty  years it has done nothing in New 
E ngland  b u t d istu rb  an d  deny. T h a t is its h is
to ry  ; th a t  is its suprem e achievem ent. M en 
say th a t  it has w on a  w reath . I  g ran t i t ;
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but it? w reath  is woven from  the  generous la ith s  
it has blasted, and  the  im m ortal hopes it has 
w ithered. M en say th a t its brow  is w hite and 
garlanded. I adm it i t ; b u t it is w hite  w ith  the 
paleness of despair, and  the garland which shad 
ows it is the garland  of death.

'I  appeal un to  you, then , to  become religious, 
confirm  yourselves in the  faith  and  practice of a 
io ity  piety . I appeal to you w ho are paren ts 
to do th is for the  sake of y our sons and dau g h 
ters, w ho will be just w hat you m ake them  by 
your teachings and  yo u r exam ple. I appeal to 
you in the nam e, n o t alone of the  living, b u t in 
the nam e of the yet unborn , un to  w hom  you will 
tran sm it your characters, and In so doing i r 
resistibly shape and fashion theirs. Rem em ber 
th a t the fu tu re  teem s w ith  life. T he past is no 
fuller of graves th an  the years ahead are w ith 
cradles. 1 sum m on these in to  life to  deepen the 
solem nity of my a p p e a l; I p r in t th e ir faces in 
outline upon the  a ir ; behold how  dense, how 
thick, how  m u ltitud inous they  crow d upon your 
vision— m illions upon m illions of im m ortal be
ings whose lives you can m ake or m ar. In  the 
nam e of these I appeal to  you. 1 exhort you.
Be w h at you w ould have them  be, act as you 
w ould have them  act, live as you w ould have 
them  live, th a t you m ay die in the same holy 
confidence and peace w ith  w hich we all desire 
they a t the  close of the ir  m orta l lives m ay pass 
up to  their M aker and  th e ir God.

'In  vision I see tw o  fu tures, both  of which 
is possible, one of w hich will be read. In the 
one, if a certain  school of th o u g h t has its way, 
and  w orks itself fully ou t in its  influence upon 
m en’s m inds, it will be a fearfu l th ing  to  live, 
for in it m en will be developed to  the  fullest 
m easure of refinem ent and  possibility of pow er, 
sensitive along every fiber and  tense in every 
cord ; w ith in structed  vision they  shall look upon 
the m aterial universe, able to  direct the  forces 
of m a tte r  as a m aster directs a slave, full of 
developed facu lty , high asp ira tion , and  u n in ter- 
m itten t energy ; but to  them  there shall be no 
shield to  w ard  aw ay the arro w s of p a ;n, no im 
m unity  against sickness, no consolation in sor
row , no escape from  d eath , no perception  of a 
haven of refuge and  rest w hich the ir sp irits  shall 
find beyond  the  grave, no celestial sta te , no a n 
gelic destiny. T h a t is one of th e  tw o  possible 
fu tu res— I th an k  God, I can see ano ther. In  
this o ther, not rem ote but near, I see m en filled
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w ith know ledge an d  pow er, b u t under the d irec
tion  of a holiness such as the  first A dam  lost 
and  the  second A dam  came to  resto re— full of 
d gn ity , innocence, w isdom , and  love. In  th is fu 
tu re  I now  see, all men ap pear like b ro thers , 
w rongs are  no longer inflicted, m isery no longer 
endured. In it are  no arm ies, no battlefie lds, no 
slaughter, no w ar. L ove prevails, peace reigns, 
and  the glory of the  L ord , whose law s are the 
corrected  consciences of m en, is over it all. 
H ere then  are the  tw o possible fu tu res. I put 
I hem  before you side by side, w hich will you 
help m ake real?

“ T he age ahead of us will be one of con
struction . M igh ty  edifices will be p lanned  and 
rea red ; vast struc tu res, in tended  for m an ’s ac 
com m odation  an d  safety , will go up in the  face 
of the nations such as the  nations never saw . 1 
seek, therefore, fo r a sure fo undation , for the 
fit and  adequate  basis; w here is it to be found? 
I reply, In G od’s W o rd ; in religion reduced to 
practice, in justice and tru e  holiness.

“ I do n o t expect to live to  see the  com pletion 
of i t ; b u t w hen th e  tem ple w hich will express 
the full and perfect result of m an ’s labors is 
builded, and the  capstone, one block of solid 
crystal, has been laid am idst the  shoutings of 
all peoples, I p ray  th a t it m ay have the R ock 
of Ages for its  basis, and  its en tire  fron t one 
blaze of sp lendor, because it shall reflect as a 
m irro r does a face, the  g lory  of the L ord ."

P resident F inney w as con fron ted  w ith , and 
distressed by, th is sam e skepticism  th a t w as Bred 
in H arv ard , and  cursed B oston, and  overspread 
the  heart of N ew  E ngland . T he negations of 
the un iversity  tended  to m ake the churches tim id  
and  hesitant abo u t believing any th in g  or u n d e r
taking any th in g  for the advancem ent of the cause 
of C ljrist. W ith  th e  denial of C hrist's  deity , 
a n d  m iracles an d  resurrection  an d  a tonem ent, 
the  people w ere perplexed an d  bew ildered an d  u n 
decided abo u t all m atte rs  of religion, an d  a m iasm  
of d oub t hung like a cloud over the  city , p a ra 
lyzing th e  faith , and  stifling th e  sp iritua l a sp ira 
tions of the  people.

B ut I do no t rem em ber ever to  have read 
an o th er serm on on H a rv a rd  Skepticism  so lucid 
in sta tem en t, so graph ic in descrip tion , so crush
ing in a rra ignm en t, an d  above all, so ju st and 
deserved as th is discourse by M r. M u rray . I do 
not hesita te to  say  th a t in m y younger days in 
the  m in istry , his w eekly serm on published  in his
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paper, d id m uch to  hold  me steady in the  p a th  of 
faith , and  keep me from  running  off a f te r  any  
of th e  fashionable fads of infidelity  of th a t  day.

1 also gladly ad m it m y indebtedness to  him  
as a w rite r of noble E nglish. If  I have ever ac
quired  a forcible style of w ritin g  ap p ro p ria te  for 
pub lic  address, clear in th o u g h t, w ith  sho rt and 
w ell-balanced sentences easy to  deliver, and  in 
s ta n tly  apprehended , I owe m ore to  him  th an  
to  any  o th er au th o r. If  every  cand idate  fo r the 
m in istry  and  w rite r fo r the  press, w ere com 
pelled to  com m it six of his serm ons to  m em ory, 
it w ould  be an infinite m ercy to  a  long suffering 
public. T hey  w ould  never get over the in te l
lectual benefit received.

S u itab ly  to  th is observation , l's ten  to  th is by 
M u rra y  him self on “W hy so M any M en R em ain 
U nconverted .” “T he first reason I shall m ention  
w hy m en do no t come to  G od, is because the 
subject is not clearly, forc ibly  and  judiciously  
p resen ted  to  them . Religion labors u nder this 
trem endous d isadvan tage  before a popular au d i
ence th a t  its claim s are n o t w'ell argued. W e 
have in o u r pu lp its com parative ly  few m en who 
sta te  a t ru th  clearly. T hey  have  no t tra in ed  
them selves to  do it. T hey  have persuaded  th e m 
selves th a t th e ir  usefulness lies in an o th er d i
rection . W ebster w ould m ake a sta tem en t so 
clear th a t w hen it w as m ade the  question  was 
half argued. L incoln could p u t a proposition  so 
clearly  th a t  it argued  itself. L ym an Beecher 
w ould announce divine princip les in such a w ay 
th a t no one could d o u b t them . Religion never 
depended on p reaching so m uch as to d ay , nor 
was it ever m ore poorly  served. I ts  claim s, in 
o rder to  be ad m itted , m ust be heard  by the 
people, an d  heard , too , set fo rth  in such clear
ness an d  force th a t  no one can deny them . 
T he tongues of fire w hich cam e dow n and  sat 
upon  the  early  disciples w ere sym bolic of th a t 
grea test of all agencies to  fo rw ard  the  gospel 
cause. T he church  to d ay  needs an d  lacks tongues 
of pow er. T he term s of sa lvation  need to  be 
proclaim ed so th a t all m ust an d  shall hear. 
Jesus needs to d a y  m en strong in great u tterance  
an d  m igh ty  in speech.

“ B u t even w hen you  find a p reacher who 
preaches clearly  and  forcib ly , he o ften  does not 
preach judiciously.  H e is n o t calm , sagacious, 
w ell-balanced. H e m ars w 'hat he says well by 
saying m any  unnecessary things. H e w eakens 
w hat he insists upon, b y  insisting upon too

m uch. Essentials and  nonessentials have equal 
prom inence in his discourse. In  o ther w ords, 
the  claims of religion are w eak, because w eakly 
sta ted . T h e  unconverted  need to be im pressed 
and are not because the  pu lp its are w eak in those 
elem ents of streng th  from  which, as stream s 
from  th e ir sources, great m ental and spiritual 
im pressions come.

"T h en  there  is the  difference of views am ong 
religious teachers. O ur churches are filled w ith 
discussions th a t will never benefit anyone. S ab
bath  school teachers devote the ir t!me to  the 
investigation  of po in ts of Old T estam en t h istory  
th a t have no m ore connection w ith  the  conversion 
of the ir  pupils th an  the  b a ttle  of M a ra th o n  has 
w ith the  re fo rm ation  of d runkards. D octrines 
are debated , principles of in te rp re ta tio n  decided, 
chronological differences a ttacked , d'scussions 
s ta rted  of no use w hatever in converting  a soul. 
I fear a  great m any of us preach to  m ain tain  
our ow n views ra th er th an  to  win m en over to 
right ones. I have heard  m en preach in a tone 
and  m anner b e tte r  calculated to  m ake enemies 
th an  friends. Ig n o ran t p iety  called it zeal, the 
bigots app lauded  it  as courageous; b u t the  un- 
regenerate, the  very  ones his speaking should 
have won over and  m elted, got m ad, and  a t the 
close of the serm on w ent hom e, no t saying, 
‘W ell, perhaps the preacher is right, an d  I  am 
w rong ; I will go and  hear him  again an y w ay .’ 
No, they  never said th a t ;  bu t they  w ent ou t of 
th a t  church vexed and excited, saying, ‘I ’ll 
never go and  hear th a t  fellow preach again as 
long as I live.’

“N ow  I call th a t  poor preaching, I  do not 
care how  zealous a m an is, n o r how  courageous. 
A preacher of the  gospel is in the  position of a 
hera ld  w ho has been sent by  a king to  a  province 
of rebellious subjects, n o t to  punish them , b u t 
to  conciliate an d  w in them  back to  th e ir  allegi
ance . T o  th is end he is to  use argum ent, en 
tre a ty , personal solicitation, g rea t patience and 
tenderness, tac t and  w isdom .”

In  1870, M r. M u rray  preached a serm on on 
“ T he U nion of M oral Forces.” H e advocated  
no t so m uch a  union of opinion  as the union of 
a com m on love for God and  a com m on devotion 
to the in terests of his kingdom , un til we all see 
G od face to  face and  are foreverm ore like Him . 
H e said, “T his is a un'.on to  be desired; this 
is such a union as it is our du ty  to  have. And 
this, th an k  G od, is nearly  ours. M en say tha t
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1 am  hopeful, and  so I a m ; b u t m y hope is not 
a vain dream , poetic asp iration . I t  is a hope 
born  of know ledge; it is based upon  the  ap p re
hension of a law , a law  w hich I  trace  th rough  
all the pages of h isto ry  as a m an traces a  golden 
th read  th rough  a piece of c lo th  w hich is being 
unrolled before his eves. T he progress m ade 
to w ard  union and peace in religious m atters, in 
the last tw o  centuries, is a m a tte r  of aston ish
m ent. A few facts w ill illustra te  th is to  your 
sa tisfaction , and  show you w ith  w hat long and 
rap id  strides we have advanced.

“ T w o hundred  years ago ty ra n n y  ruled here 
and  the  w orst kind of ty ra n n y  a t  t h a t ; fo r it 
w as ty ran n y , no t over m en’s bodies, b u t over 
their m inds. A bout all the  religious freedom  
the P u ritan s  knew was, 'T h in k  as we do, or 
suffer the  consequences.’ T w o hundred  years 
ago tw o men were tied  to  the  ta il of a cart, 
and  w hipped th rough  yo u r streets w ith  kno tted  
lashes, ‘w ith  all the  pow er the  hangm an could 
p u t fo rth ,’ as the  record  says, th e ir m ouths being 
stopped  w ith  w ooden gags to  p reven t their cries 
of agony from  being heard . A nd w h at, pray , 
was their offense? Sim ply and  solely because 
they  were Q u a k e rs ! A w om an, and  a recent 
m other a t  th a t, w ith  her babe in her arm s, was 
tied  to the  w hipping-post w hich stood  on the 
Com m on, near the corner of W est S treet, and  
beaten  nearly  to death . A nd w h y ?  Because 
she w as a Quakeress. A nd w hen released from  
th a t b ru ta l violence, she dropped  upon her knees, 
poor w om an, and p ray ed  th a t G od w ould  fo r
give her persecutors, and  b ring  at last, a day  
of liberty  an d  peace to  th is c i ty ..

- “T h a t day  is come. I t  is here, and  we are 
living in i t ; and  the soul of th a t sa in tly  Q uaker
ess looks dow n from  heaven and  sees the  fu l
fillm ent of her p rayers th is evening and  rejoices 
a,t the  s ig h t!

- “T w o 'h u n d red  years ago, w ith in  a stone's 
th ro w  of T rem o n t Tem ple, w here B r o th e r 'F u l 
to n  [a  B a p tis t]  is preaching, a  m an  w as cruelly 
and  publicly  w hipped for being a B aptist.

“ W hy do I m ention these th ings? Sim ply th a t 
you m ay realize the  progress w hich the  w orld  
has m ade in th e  last tw o centuries to w ard  union 
and  peace; th a t  you m ay see th a t, w hen one 
expressed the  belief, not m any years hence all 
w ho obey G od an d  love their fellow -m en shall 

's tan d  together, he does no t deal in ex travagan t 
speech, b u t m akes a p rediction  w;hich all h is

to ry  w a rra n ts  an d  renders p robab le . I  tell you, 
friends, the  old w arfares, one by one, are  d y 
ing out. T he sounds of b itte r  con ten tio n  are 
being hushed. D eath  is g radually  bringing a 
conclusion to past b itterness, an d  traces of con 
flict are being covered by  th e  grass w hich grow s 
on graves. W e are all m oving, as a ship afte r 
a period of sto rm  goes m oving  in to  the  west. 
T he clouds are b roken  an d  rolled up w ard . The 
sea an d  sky are crim son, every  sail is a  sheet of 
orange, every rope a line of gold, and  so it m oves 
along its p a th  of em erald  crested w ith  fire, g a th 
ering a  deeper glory as it m oves, un til the w inds 
die ou t, the  w aters sleep, an d  n igh t, b rillian t 
w ith  sta rs , settles over the  tran q u il sea.”

These w ords of M r. M u rra y  seem alm ost 
p rophetic , w hen we reflect th a t, though  the 
Q uaker church  is one of the  least of the  tribes 
of Israel, an  honored  Q uaker an d  Q uakeress are 
to d ay  en th roned  in o u r W hite  H ouse, elected to  
the sovereignty  of th is  grea test n a tion  of h isto ry  
by the largest m a jo rity  ever given a P resid en t; 
and  th a t  the  B ap tis t denom ination  is th e  next 
to  the  largest body  of P ro te s ta n t C hristians in 
all th is g rea t land. Yes, th e  C hristian  w orld  is 
m oving to w ard  “ peace on ea rth  and  good will 
to w ard  m en ,” th a n k  G o d !

H ere is th e  in tro d u c tio n  to a  serm on on “T he 
T enderness of G od .” T ex t, “A bruised  reed  will 
he not b reak .” “ T he w orld  is h a rd — h a rd  in its  
policies, feelings and  acts. I ts  judgm ents are 
harsh , an d  its penalties are cruel. S ocrates it 
poisoned, and  the  M essiah it slew.

“ We m ay differ as to  the  cause an d  origin of 
th is ; b u t we shall n o t differ as to  the  result. 
E ach m ind, advancing along its ow n p a th  of rea 
son and  observation , com es to  an d  h a lts  a t  the 
sam e sp o t. T he w orld  is h a rd ;  in respect to 
th a t  we agree. I ts  very  religions have inocu
la ted  it w ith  an  evil v irus— m ade it  dogm atic, 
unm ercifu l and  fierce. In  In d ia , a  w o m an ’s 
hope of heaven  lies over the  funera l pyre of her 
husband , an d  from  slavery  here, she passes 
th rough  sm oke an d  flame to  serv itude hereafter. 
M a te rn a l affection, th a t  holiest in stinc t of the 
hum an breast, is converted  in to  an engine of de
s tru c tio n , an d  the  arm s w hich  should  p ro tec t 
fling th e  babe in to  th e  w ate rs  of the  Ganges. 
E very  fa ith  has had  its m arty rs , every  creed 
has been w n tte n  in b lood an d  every benediction  
em phasized by an  ana th em a. T he honest con 
victions of the  h u m an  h ea rt have  in every  age 

(16)
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been derided , an d  m en have lifted  up  their 
voices an d  shouted  in b ru ta l violence over the 
ashes of h u m an  constancy. T he best m en, as 
the  w orld  coun ted  goodness in the tim e of 
C hrist, ha ted  C hrist the  m ost. T he teachers and 
exponents of G od persecuted G od the  m ost b i t
te rly  w hen H e was m anifested  in the  f le sh ! He 
cam e un to  H is ow n, an d  H is ow n received H im  
n o t.’ ”

T here  is no th ing  sadder th an  th is retrospect 
of h u m an  perversions of divine know ledge and 
faculties im p arted  to  m an. T he verdict of m an ’s 
ow n acts is against h im ; and  C alvary  rem ains 
today , an d  ever w ill rem ain , the  superlative 
expression of the  n a tu ra l c ruelty  of m an on the 
one han d  an d  the  ten d er love of G od on the  
o ther.

I t  has been g ran ted  us to  live in a C hristian 
age an d  land. T he fagot an d  the  to rch  are b e 
h ind  us. T he aren a  no longer sm okes w ith  in n o 
cent b lood, an d  the  dungeon is no longer re
garded  as an agent of sa lvation . A nd yet, the 
jud g m en t of the  w orld  th ro u g h  o th er m edia of 
expression no t un freq u en tly  reveals the  sam e 
harsh  and  unm ercifu l sp irit. T he Pharisees still 
live; an d  w ere there  a  C hrist there  m ight ye t be 
a cross, an d  stoning, an  expression of the ir  creed.
In  co n tra st w ith  th e  harshness and  cruelty  of 
m an. I  am  to  speak to  you to n ig h t of the  te n 
derness an d  patience of G od to w ard  hum an 
w eakness an d  h u m an  sin .”

W h a t an  in tro d u c tio n ! In  con trast w ith  the 
o rd in ary  ram bling , irre levan t an d  m eaningless 
rem arks, how  it  grips the  a tte n tio n  w ith  the  first 
sentence and  challenges th o u g h t, an d  leads to  re 
flection ab o u t the  hardness of m an and  the  te n 
der m ercy of G o d ! W ould  th a t  our b re th ren  
of the  m in istry  m igh t learn  th is im p o rta n t lesson 
ab o u t th e  in tro d u c tio n  to  a  se rm o n !

I  shou ld  like to  quo te  m ore passages, b u t m ust 
close. -His reverence fo r th e  sa n c tu ary  an d  his 
d ign ity  in  the  p u lp it w as p ro found . I canno t 
recall one p arag rap h  or one sentence in the 
m any  serm ons I  have  read  fro m  him , th a t  even 
suggested an  a tte m p t a t  hum or. Y ou w'ould 
as m uch expect a guffaw  of laughter from  Je su s’ 
Serm on on th e  M o u n t!

B u t, w ith  all his m any  excellences as a p reacher,
I am  com pelled to  say  th a t  he d id  n o t have the  
success in the  m in istry  th a t  m ight have been 
expected of him . T h e  reasons w ere quite  m an i
fest to  m y m ind.

0 7 )

1. H e w ould  n o t do pas to ra l w ork. H e said 
openly an d  repeatedly  th a t  he w as “called to  
preach the  gospel,” “ n o t to  peddle the  gospel 
from  house to  house.” I t  doubtless grieved and 
offended m any  of his parish ioners, w ho w ould 
gladly have been blessed by  him  no t m erely in 
the  pu lp it, b u t in the C hristian  fellow ship of the 
hom e.

2. H e d id n o t live in B oston b u t in the  
sou thern  p a rt of C onnecticut, a few  miles east 
of N ew  H aven , on a farm . H e loved country  
life an d  w ould n o t be separa ted  from  it. H e 
w ould tak e  a n igh t tra in  for B oston  S atu rd ay  
evening, reach B oston Sunday  m orning, preach 
tw ice o r th ree  tim es, and  by  ano ther n ight tra in  
get back lo  h is beloved coun try  hom e M onday  
m orning.

3. H e bred  and  tra in ed  fast horses on his 
farm  an d  associated m uch w ith  horsem en. H e 
was too unconventional to  su it his peop le; b u t 
he let them  u nderstand  th a t  he w as indifferent 
to  th e ir  o p in io n s! H e inven ted  and  p u t on the 
m arket “th e  B oston b u ck b o ard ,” a light driving 
cart. W hen the  crash came, he got in to  business 
difficulties, an d  all a t last conspired to  induce 
him  to  leave the  m in istry . A great pu lp it light 
w ent o u t !

L et young an d  b rillian t m inisters take  w arning. 
K eep out of business, if possible. D o one th ing—  
preach. By voice an d  pen, p re a c h ! p re a c h ! 
p re a c h ! “ Be no t w eary  in w ell-doing, for in 
due season ye shall reap  if ye fain t n o t.” Keep 
a t  y our job , and  leave resu lts w ith  God.

T he soul o f a tru e  C hristian  appeared  like such 
a little  w hite  flow er, as we see in the spring  of 
th e  year, low  an d  hum ble on th e  ground , open
ing its  bosom  to  receive the  p leasan t beam s of the  
sun ’s g lo ry ; rejoicing, as i t  w ere, in the  calm 
ra p tu re ;  diffusing a ro u n d  abou t, all in like, m an 
ner opening th e ir bosom s to  d rin k  in the  light 
of the  sun.— J o n a t h a n  E d w a r d s .

H e w ho believes in G od is n o t careful fo r the 
m orrow , b u t labors joyfu lly  and  w ith  a  great 
h ea rt. “ F o r he giveth  his beloved, as in sleep” 
(R . V .). T hey  m ust w o rk  and  w atch , y e t never 
be careful o r anxious, b u t com m it all to  H im , and 
live in serene tra n q u iliy ; w ith  a  quiet heart, as 
one w ho sleeps safely  and quietly . —  M a r t in  

L u t h e r .
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EXPOSITIONAL
STUDIES IN THE SERMON ON THE 

MOUNT
B y  O liv e  M . W in c h e s t e r  

The Status of the Law in the Kingdom
M a tth e w  5: 17-20 

H IL E  Jesus h ad  been discoursing to 
the people on the characteristics and 
functions of discipleship, no d oub t 

in the m inds of the m ultitudes there was stirring  
the  though t th a t here indeed w as a ‘‘new  teach 
ing.” We find on o th e r occas:ons th is thought 
openly expressed, and w ith  the  strik ing  contrast, 
betw een the message th a t  Jesus was now  b rin g 
ing and  the  rabbinical lore, it w ould  be very 
n a tu ra l for the idea to  assert itself a t this time. 
M oreover, there  were ever present scribes and 
Pharisees w atching w ith  sinister in ten t every w ord 
u tte red  by  the  M aster an d  eager to  calch any 
g round  fo r accusation. P erhaps no th ing  w ould 
have m ore readily  stirred  the m u ltitude  and 
tu rned  the tide of favor tow ard  the  religious 
leaders of the day  and  aw ay from  Jesus, th an  an 
outcry , “ He destroys the law and the p ro p h e ts .” 
M ay we no; in ter th a t Jesus discerning this 
possibility  in the m inds of the m en before H im , 
gave the in junction , “T h in k  no t th a t I  am  come 
to destroy  the law  or the prophets, I am not 
come to  destroy , but. to  fulfill.”

In  th is p ronouncem ent we have clearly set 
fo rth  one of the governing principles in the in 
augura tion  of the new regime ot the kingdom  
of heaven. W henever there  is a renaissance along 
any  line, there  aae tw o  con trasting  a ttitu d es 
which often  represent the m ajo r p a r t  of men. 
one is a com plete revo lu tiona ry  position, d iscard
ing all the old as hav ing  no value and regarding 
the new  as of suprem e w orth . T hen  there is 
an o th er a ttitu d e  w hich clings w ith  undying  de
v o tion  to the old and regards the  new w ith 
suspicion. N either of these extrem e a ttitu d es  
did Jesus take . H e did no t p roclaim  H im self a 
revo lu tionary  like the zealots, ne ither w as he a 
conservative like the scribes. H e recognized all 
th a t was good in the law, its fundam enta l p rin 

ciples of conduct w hich have rem ained  valid 
th ro u g h o u t all the ages, and  will be valid  for all 
tim e, its sym bolism  w hich ever prefigured  a new 
and b e tte r  day  w hen the  shadow  w ould  be re 
placed by  the  very  im age. N one of these did 
H e come (o destroy . H e cam e, as the original 
word signifies, “ to m ake them  full,” to  m ake 
them  com plete. F or a direct an tithesis to the 
w ord  destroy , the n a tu ra l w ord w ould have 
been the G reek term  w hich m eans “ to establish ." 
" to  confirm ," hut th is is not used here. The 
idea expressed is th a t of “ filling u p ,” th a t  is. 
supplying th a t w hich had  h ith erto  been lacking.

In considering how  the gospel of the  k ingdom  
fulfilled the law , (here are  tw o special aspects 
which present them selves. F irs t, it fulfilled the 
law  in th a t it gave enabling pow er to  keep the 
precep ts of the  law . H ith e rto  m an, though  he 
m ight recognize the ideal as set fo rth  in the 
law  3s good, and to  be desired, yet he found 
w ith in  himself ever a p rincip le th a t “ w hen he 
w ould do good, evil was presen t w ith  h im ," 
and  thereby  he was not able to realize the good 
as it lay before him . B ut the  gospel of the  
k ingdom  came th a t  m an 's  h ea rt m ight be m ade 
pu re , th a t he m ight no t only  recognize th e  good, 
but w ith  the evil w ith in  the  soul rem oved, he 
w ould  be able to  do the  good. T he second a s
pect w herein the  gospel of the  k ingdom  fulfilled 
the law  lies in the  fact th a t  all the types and 
sym bols of the Old T estam en t prefigured the 
a ton ing  w o rk  of C hrist and  a sp iritual life im 
p a rted  to  the  children of God. In th e  v icarious 
sacrifice of C hrist, these types received th e ir  
highest fulfillm ent and  m ade possible th e  m ystic 
union of Christ and  the believers; th u s th e  types 
and  sym bols w ere b ro u g h t to  th e ir  full fru ition . 
A ccordingly in these tw o  m odes the  law  w as 
fulfilled in C hrist.

In  considering the  p rophets, C hrist enhanced 
the m oral teachings of these ste rn  refo rm ers and 
gave th e ir messages of sp iritual t ru th  a deeper 
m eaning. M oreover in the ir w ritings were m any 
passages w hich to ld  of H is com ing. W ithout
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C hrist the p ro p h e ts  could not have been ful 
filled.

Follow ing the p roclam ation  th a t  “ the law  and 
the p rophet#” w ere no t to  be destroyed, came 
an assertion  of the  perm anence of the law . This 
was im plied in the preceding, bu t th a t there 
m ight be no possib ility  of m istake, it is definitely 
sta ted  here. T o  m ake the  assertion  m ore em 
phatic , it is p refaced by a little w ord  w hich is 
a lw ays used by 'iur L ord  to  in troduce  a solemn 
s ta tem en t, “ Verily I say  un to  y o u ,” said Jesus, 

"till heaven and  earth  pass, one jo t or one tittle  

shall in no wise pass from  the  law  until all be 
fulfilled.” T he reference in “ jo t ’' is to  io ta , the 
sm allest le tte r of the H ebrew  a lphabet, an d  in 

" t i t t le ” to a sm all extension w hich a num ber of 
the H ebrew  le tters had . It has been said that 
an  equivalent phrase 'n  our English language 
w ould be, “ a d o t of an ‘i ’ o r  the  stroke of a 
‘t ’.” T he law  then  in the least im p o rtan t part 
of it> con ten ts w ould rem ain  inv io late  un til if 
realized the end for w hich it w as given, even 
though  th a t  fulfillm ent should  n o t come until 
heaven and  earth  shall pass aw ay. T he phrase, 
“ till heaven  an d  ea rth  pass aw ay ” was a cu r
rent one in lite ra tu re  to  deno te the  con tinu ity  
of the  law , and  thus w ould be fam iliar to  the 
hearers. T herein  they  w ould realize th e  affirm a
tion  in the language of th e ir  religious leaders of 
the v a lid ity  of th e  law.

A ccordingly since the law  had  such inheren t 
value, th e re  cam e a w arning against a curren t 
fallacy am ong the Pharisees, nam ely  th a t the  
law  had com m andm ents w ith  vary ing  degree of 
m erit, th a t  there  w ere those w hich m ight be re
g arded  as least an d  consequently  m ight be left 
unperfo rm ed  an d  th a t there were those which 
were g rea ter, to  w hich heed m ust be given. 
T hey  were in the  hab it of com paring  the least 
com m andm ents to  the sm aller le tte rs of th e  a l
phabet, an d  on th is custom  the  reference in the  
preceding verse to  “ jo t” and “tit t le "  p robab ly  
was based. Jesus sw eeps aw ay  all such subtle 
speculation an d  proclaim s th a t in the kingdom  
of heaven  anyone w ho has the s ta tu s  of a teacher 
and  sets fo rth  such a princip le bo th  by precept 
and  exam ple th a t th e re  arc certain  com m and
m ents th a t  m ay  be d isregarded, will be ra ted  as 
least, b u t anyone w ho b o th  seeks to  keep the 
com m andm ents, even the  least, and  teaches others 
thus, shall be considered great.

(19)

• A fter the valid ity  of the law, even to  the  
least com m andm ents, h ad  th u s been m aintained, 
Jesus continues by show ing th a t so far from  
relaxing th e  dem ands of righteousness in the 
kingdom  as com pared w ith  the righteousness of 
the Pharisees, H e was increasing the requ ire
m ents. “ F o r I say un to  yo u ,” said the  M aster, 
“ th a t except yo u r righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the  scribes and  Pharisees, ye 
shall in 110 case enter into the  k ingdom  of 
heaven .” T hus it w ould seem th a t altogether we 
have three different classes specified, the  least, 
the  g reat, and  those w ho do no t enter. If  we 
were to seek a special characterization  of the  one 
d om inated  the least, outside of the  general de
scription given us, we m ight w ith  Bruce say 
th a t the earnest reform er, the iconoclast, illus
tra ted  the  case. This w riter describes all three 
classes as follow s: “T he earnest refo rm er is a 
sm all character com pared w ith  the sw eet, w hole
some perform er, bu t he is not a m oral nullity . 
T h a t place is reserved for ano ther class. I call 
him  least, not noth ing , for the scribe is the zero. 
C h ris t’s s ta tem en ts concerning these classes of the 
Jew ish  com m unity , elsewhere recorded, enable 
us to u n d erstan d  the verdict H e pronounces 
here. T hey  differed from  the tw o classes nam ed 
in v. IS, th u s: Class 1 set aside the least com 
m andm ents to r the  sake of the  g rea t; class 2 
conscientiously did all, g rea t a n d  sm a ll; class 3 
set aside the great for the sake of the little, the 
ethical for the  sake of the ritua l, the divine 
for the  sake of the  trad itio n a l. T h a t threw  
them  outside of the kingdom  w here only the 
m oral law  has value. A nd the second is greater, 
h igher th a n  the  first, because, while zeal for the 
ethical is good, sp ir it. tem per, disposition has 
suprem e value in the k ingdom .” T hus a t the 
very  beginning of H is m in istry  does Jesus u tte r  
an invective against the religious leaders of the 
day, and  invective w hich ever increases in its 
in tensity  until it reaches an ou tstand ing  climax 
at the  close. H e show s th a t their religion has 
in it no m oral or sp iritua l w orth .

In  sum m ing up briefly the central teachings 
of this section, we m ight express them  thus, the 
gospel ideal of life con trasted  w ith  the  s ta n d 
ards of the  Pharisees. In  bo th  cases we have 
clearly set fo rth  the  suprem acy of the gospel.

Passing on to  the  consideration  of hom ilctical 
possibilities of these verses, we m ight take the 
first tw o  for a text and  then  as leading points
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use though ts sim ilar to  some w hich V oiaw  sug
gests, nam ely, “T he co n tinu ity  of G od’s purpose 
am ong m en, the e te rn ity  of right an d  tru th , and 
the  absolu te certa in ty  th a t the  divine ideal is to 
develop and  tr iu m p h  in the  w orld .” H astings 
using only the  first verse gives as m ain  divisions, 
“ C hrist the revo lu tionary , C hrist the  conserver, 
an d  C hrist the  fulfiller.” O ther them es m ight be 
suggested w hich w ould  lend to  developm ent, 
such as, T he re lation  of the  new  to  the old, in

connection w ith  w hich a little  verse m ight be 
cited:
“ C hildren of m en! no t th a t  y o u r  age excel 

In  p ride of life the  ages of y o u r sires,
B u t th a t  ye th in k  clear, feel deep, bear fru it well, 

T he F riend  of m an  desires.”
Again, reverence fo r the  w hole W o rd  of G od, 
and , the  norm  of th e  Gospel superio r to  form  
and  legalism, m igh t have as th e ir  background  
the n ineteen th  an d  tw en tie th  verses.

HINTS TO FISHERMEN
B y  C . E. C o r n e l l

W hat a Wonderful Machine
An anatom ist w ho understood  th e  s tructu re  

of the  heart, m ight say  beforehand  th a t  it w ould  
p lay  o u t ; b u t he w ould  expect, from  the  com 
plexity  of its m echanism , and  the  delicacy of 
its m any  parts, th a t  it  w ould  alw ays be liable 
to  derangem ent, or, th a t  it  w ould soon w ear 
itself out. Y et th is w onderfu l m achine goes, 
n igh t and  day, fo r e ighty years to g e th er a t  the  
ra te  of a h undred  tho u san d  strokes every tw en ty -  
fo u r hours, having  a t every stroke a  g reat re 
sistance to o vercom e; and  continues th is action  
fo r fourscore years w ith o u t d isorder and  w ithou t 
weariness.

E ach ventricle will a t least con ta in  one ounce 
of blood, T he h ea rt con trac ts fo u r thousands 
in one hour, from  w hich it follow s, th a t  there 
passes th ro u g h  the  h ea rt every h our four th o u 
sand ounces, o r tw o  hu n d red  and  fifty  pounds 
of blood. T he w hole m ass of b lood is said to 
be ab o u t tw enty-five  pounds, so th a t a  q u an tity  
of b lood equal to the  w hole m ass of b lood passes 
th ro u g h  the  h ea rt ten  tim es in one hou r, w hich 
is once every six m inutes. T ru ly  we are “ fea r
fu lly  an d  w onderfu lly  m ade.”

M a n  w as created. 1. According to G od’s de
sign. “In  th y  book all m y m em bers w ere w rit
ten .” H is entire  being w as p re-a rranged  by  God.
2. Under God’s inspection. “M y substance was 
n o t h id  from  thee, w hen I  w as m ade in secret.” 
T he g rea t C reato r superin tended  the  fo rm ation  
of m an ’s bodily  fram e in the  secrecy of the  
w om b. 3. B y  G od’s power.  “ T hou  has t form ed 
m y veins. T ho u  d idst w eave me together in m y

m o th e r’s w om b.”— B r o w n ’s translation o f  Psalm
l.W .

The Faith of the Fundamentalist
T he Bible is the  all-sufficient au th o r ity  fo r the  

faith  and  practice of the  F u n d am en ta lis t, b u t he 
does n o t believe th a t  the  ea rth  is flat an d  im 
m ovable, th a t  the  sun, m oon an d  sta rs  revolve 
a ro u n d  the  w orld , or th a t  th e  sky is a canopy. 
F o r th is we have the au th o r ity  of D r. W . B. 
R iley, P residen t of th e  W orld ’s C hristian  F u n 
dam en ta ls A ssociation, w ho tells us in Current  
H istory  just w h a t the  fa ith  of the  F u n d am en ta l
ist is. P u t in th ree m a jo r propositions, F u n d a 
m entalism  consists of “ the  C hristian  C reed, the  
C hristian  C haracter, the  C hristian  C om m ission .” 
I t  undertakes, w rites D r. R iley, to  reaffirm  the 
“g reater C hristian  d o ctrines; it does n o t a ttem p t 
to  set fo rth  every C hristian  doctrine .” O ut of 
the  great confessions it elects nine p o in ts  upon  
which to  s ta n d :

“ 1. W e believe in the  Scrip tures of th e  Old 
and  N ew  T estam en ts as verbally  inspired  by 
God, an d  in e rran t in  th e  orig inal w ritings, a n d  
th a t  th ey  arc of suprem e an d  final au th o r ity  in 
fa ith  an d  life.

“2. W e believe in one G od, eternally  existing 
in th ree  persons, F a th e r, Son and  H o ly  Sp irit, 

“ 3. W e believe th a t  Jesus C hrist w as bego tten  
by  th e  H o ly  S p irit, an d  bo rn  of th e  Virgin 
M a ry , an d  is tru e  G od an d  tru e  m an.

“4. W e believe th a t  m an w as created  in the

(20)
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im age of G od, th a t  he sinned, and  thereby  in- 
curred  no t only physical dea th , b u t also th a t 
sp iritua l death  w hich is separa tion  from  G o d ; 
and  th a t  all hum an  beings are born  w ith  a sin 
ful na tu re , and, in the case of those w ho reach 
m oral responsibilitv , becom e sinners in though t, 
w ord  and  deed.

"5. W e believe th a t  the  L o rd  Jesus Christ 
died fo r our sins according to  the  Scrip tures 
as a represen tative an d  su b s titu tio n a ry  sacri
fice; and  th a t  all th a t believe in H im  are ju s ti
fied 011 the g round  of H is shed blood.

“'6. W e believe in the resurrection  of the c ru 
cified body  of our L ord , in H is ascension in to  
heaven, and  in H is present life there fo r us, 
as H igh Priest an d  A dvocate.

“ 7. W e believe in th a t ‘blessed hope,’ the 
personal, prem illennial and  im m inent re tu rn  of 
our L o rd  an d  Savior, Jesus Christ.

” 8. W e believe th a t all w ho receive by faith  
the L ord  Jesus C hrist are born  again  of the 
H oly  S p irit and  th e reb y  become children of God.

“ 9. W e believe in the  bodily resurrection  of 
the  just an d  the  u n just, th e  everlasting  felicity 
of the  saved and the everlasting  conscious su f
fering of the lo s t.’’— The Literary Digest.

A Man’s Prayer
L ord , teach  me th a t  six ty  m inutes m ake an 

hour, sixteen ounces one pound , and  one h u n 
dred  cents a dollar. H elp  me, L ord , so to  live 
th a t  I can lie dow n a t n igh t w ith  a clear con 
science, w ith o u t a gun under m y pillow  and  u n 
h au n ted  by the  faces of those to  w hom  I  have 
b rought pain . H elp me, L ord , th a t  I m ay earn 
every do llar on the  square an d  th a t, in earning 
them , I m ay  do un to  o thers as I w ould  have 
them  do un to  me. D eafen me to  the  jingle of 
ta in ted  m oney an d  to the rustle cf unho ly  skirts. 
B lind  me to the  fau lts of the  o ther fellow , and  
reveal to  me m y ow n. G uide me, L ord , through  
the day  so th a t  each n ight w hen I look across 
th e  tab le  a t  m y w ife, w ho has been a  blessing 
to  m e, I w ill have no th ing  to  conceal; keep me 
young  enough to  laugh w ith  little  children and  
sy m pathe tic  enough to be considerate of o ld age. 
A nd w hen comes the  day of darkened shades 
a n d  th e  smell of flowers, the  tread  of footsteps 
in th e  fro n t yard , m ake the cerem ony sho rt and  
th e  ep itaph  sim ple— “ H ere lies a m a n .”— A uthor  
U nknow n .

A Young Man’s Prayer
G od m ake me a m an —
G ive me the  s tren g th  to stan d  for right 
W hen o ther folks have left the  fight.
Give me the  courage of the m an 
W ho know s th a t if he wills he can. 
T each me to  see in every face 
T he good, the  k ind , and  not the base. 
M ake me sincere in w o rd  and  deed,
B lot ou t from  me all sham  and  gre<-d. 
H elp me to  guard  m y troub led  soul 
By constan t, active, self-control.
Clean up m y thoughts, m y speech, m y play, 
A nd keep me pure from  day to  day.
O m ake of me a m a n !

— H ar la n  G. M et c a lf  in Association Men.

Morning
The follow ing lines were found  on the  body 

of an A ustralian  soldier in F rance:
“ Ye th a t have fa ith  to  look w ith  fearless eyes 

B eyond the  tragedy  of a  w orld  a t strife,
And know  th a t o u t of death  and night shall rise 

The daw n of am pler life:

“ Rejoice, w hatever anguish rend th e  heart,
T h a t G od h a th  given the  priceless dow er 

To live in these g rea t tim es, an d  have yo u r p a rt 
In F reedom ’s crow ning h o u r;

"T h a t ye m ay tell y ou r sons w ho see the light 
High in the heavens— th e ir  heritage to  tak e— 

I saw the  pow ers of darkness take  the ir f lig h t; 
I saw  the  m orning b reak ’.”

The Preacher
T he preacher is the  em bodied conscience of his 

congregation.
All serm ons are bread , b u t some have m ore 

crust th a n  others.
P reach ing  w ith o u t p rep ara tio n  is m erely a 

form  of deep breath ing .
T he preacher is an octophone, transla ting  light 

ray s in to  sound v ibrations.
Some congregations are d istan t a f te r  the bene

d iction , b u t close during  the  offering.
T here  are som e in every  congregation w ho 

m erely  receive th e  serm on an d  place it on file.
I t  is a great day fo r the church w hen bo th  

the  congregation  an d  the  m inister are “all the re .” 
W hile m ost m inisters will doubtless get to
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heaven, yet m any will no t rem ain  tw o  years 
w ithou t seeking ano ther location.

As the m inister looks out over his congrega
tion, he loves to th ink  th a t G od is using him  
as a  pen to w rite on lives.

I f  the  p reacher is no t gifted, rem em ber tha t 
you can b ring  a  large to rch  to  a sm all taper 
and carry  aw ay a great blaze.
-  J o h n  A . H o l m e s , in  The Christian Advocate.

What Is the End of Life?
T he end  of life is not to  do good, although  so 

m any of us th in k  so. I t  is not to w in souls— 
although I once thought so. The end of life is— 
to do the will o f God.  T h a t m ay  be in the line 
of doing good or w inning souls, or it m ay not. 
F o r the indiv idual, the  answ er to  the  question, 
“ W h at is the  end  of m y life?” is " T o  do the will 
of God, whatever that may be."

Spurgeon replied to  an  in v ita tio n  to  preach 
to an exceptionally large audience, “ I have no 
am bition  to preach  to  10,000 people, b u t to d r  
the will of C o d ’’— and he declined.

I f  we  could have no ambit ion past the will of 
God, our lives w ould  be successful. If we could 
say, “ I have no am bition  to  go to  the  heathen,
I have no am bition  to win souls; my am bition  
is to  do the  will of God, w hatever th a t m ay be” ; 
that makes all lives equally great, or equally  
small, because the only th ing  in a life is w hat 
of G od's will there  is in it. The m axim um  
achievement  of any  m an ’s life, a fte r it is all 
over, is to have done the will of God.

N o m an or w om an can have done any  m ore 
w ith  a life— no L uther, no Spurgeon, no Wesley, 
no M elanchthon can have done any m ore w ith 
their lives; an d  a d a irym aid  can do as m uch.

Therefore,  the supreme principle upon w hich 
we have to  run  our lives is to adhere, th rough  
good report and  ill, th rough  . tem p ta tio n , and  
p rosperity  an d  adversity , to the will o f  God,  
wherever that may lead us. I t m ay take you 
to  China, or you w ho are going to  A frica m ay 
have to  stay  w here you  a re ; you w ho are going 
to be an evangelist m ay have to  go in to  business, 
and  you w ho are going in to  business m ay have 
to  become an evangelist. B ut there is no h ap 
piness or success in any life till th a t principle is 
taken  possession of. A nd the  highest service 
is first, m om ent by m om ent, to  be in the  will 
of God. I t m ay  be to  w ork  or to  w a i t ; to 
s tand  fast or to  lie still. ’T is He, our blessed

(22)

L ord, w ho will keep us in H is will, if our eyes 
are fixed on H im .

How  can you build  up  a life on th a t  p r in 
ciple? L et me give you an outline of a little  
Bible reading:

The defin ition  of an  ideal life:
A cts 1 3 :2 2 — “A matt af ter mine own heart, 

which shall fulfill all m y  will.” (L ittle  D avid, 
son of Jesse, finally king of Israel.)

T he object of life:
H eb. 10: 7— “I come to do tl iy will, O God."  
T he first th ing  you need a f te r  life, is food: 
Jo h n  4: 34— “M y  meat is to do the will of 

H im  that sent M e . ’’
T he next th ing  you  need a fte r  food is society: 
M a rk  3: 35— “W hosoever  shall do the 'will of 

m y  Father in heaven, the same it m y  brother,  
and sister, and mother .”

Y ou w an t education :
Psa. 143: 10— 1“Teach me to do th y  will, 0  m y  

God."
You w ant pleasure:
Psa. 40: 8— “I  delight to do th y  will, O m y  

God."
A whole life can be built up  on th a t vertebra l 

colum n, an d  then  when all is over,
1 Jo h n  2: 17— “He that doeth the will  of God  

abideth for ever."
— C h a s . R. F l e t c h e r .

A World at the Crossroads
R obert E. Speer, m o d era to r of the P resby terian  

general assem bly, has recen tly  said, “ T he w orld 
to d ay  is s tand ing  a t the crossroads in regard  to  
its social organ ization . W e face a w orld  in the  
valley of decision— a w orld  th a t  is tak ing  t r e 
m endous chances. I t  is a w orld  of very  m uch 
deeper religious need th an  the  w orld  th a t  w ent 
before. W e look on a w orld th a t  is very  baffled 
and  bew ildered. All over the  w orld  to d ay  we 
see the break ing  dow n of all o th er religions. 
A nd now  it is going to be the C hristian  religion 
or no religion w hatever. I t is a clear issue be
tw een C h ristian ity  and  agnosticism . T he only 
answ er th a t can be given to the  religious need 
of the  new  w orld  is the  answ er of C hrist, and 
H is living gospel."

Dr. Francis E. Clark
D r. F rances E. C lark , founder an d  president 

of th e  C hristian  E ndeav o r Society, 1851, 1927. 
died M ay  26, 1027. D r. D an A. Poling, E d ito r
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in Chief of the  Christian Herald,  w rites this 
tr ib u te :

“ F ra n c 's  E . C lark  lives! H e has b u t gone to 
his co ronation . H is office chair is em pty , his 
facile pen a t rest, an d  ‘h ead q u arte rs’ shall never 
m ore be m ade read y  fo r his re tu rn  from  d istan t 
lands. B ut he is n o t dead.

“ Across the w orld  the  heart of y o u th  shall 
g rieve; th ro u g h  m isty  eyes th ey  shall read  in all 
th e  tongues of how  th e ir  good S t. F rancis passed 
in quiet slum ber. Ah, y o u th  shall m ourn , b u t not 
as those w ho have no hope. H e is no t dead. 
Y outh  know s!

“ G entle and w ise; s tead fast and  prophetic , 
loving and  beloved, unsurpassed  genius in de
cision an d  ch o ice ; a t once m aste rfu l an d  self- 
effacing ; m issionary  itin e ra n t incom parab le  since 
P au l, w ho w as th e  f i r s t ; next to  the  young M an 
of Galilee, the  suprem e leader of the  young  life 
of th e  w orld , F rancis E . C la rk  has w on his w ay 
to  G od’s righ t han d , an d  from  his harvest of 
hearts, rests w ith  the  King.

“ B u t the  legions are afield! H is nam e is upon 
their lips. A nd  like a tru m p e t on ahead  a voici 
th a t  dea th  can never hush  calls dow n from  h eav 
en 's ba ttlem en ts,

“ ‘F o r C hrist and  the C hurch. M arch  o n ! ’ ”

The Christian’s Overcoming Evangel
“ T he last enem y th a t  shall be destroyed  i~ 

d ea th .”
A d rop  of w ater, b lack  w ith  slime, w ill hang 

all day  u nder shade and  cloud, upon  a b lade of 
grass.

B ut let the  sun find th a t  drop, and  belo ie  
the  close of th e  day  th e  w a te r  will find  wings.

A nd  w hen it rises, the  slime will be left b e 
hind.

W hen C hrist en ters a hum an heart, th e  beau ty  
of goodness, an d  the  greatness of gentleness cast 
th e ir g lory  there.

A fter a w hile the  d a y  will be left behind. 
Y ou will find it w here the w a te r  drop was on 
the  blade of green, b u t the spirit will have found 
wings.

M a n y  an a r tis t  has pa in ted  the dark angel 
easting  his shadow  a t  o u r door sta lk ing  in 
darkness dow n our stree t. A nd it is true. B ut 
it does n o t tell all th e  tru th .

If  I  w ere an  a rtis t, I w ould try  to  p a in t a 
p icture  of death  as given us in the  15th chap ter

of F irs t C orin th ians, “ Changed by the risen 
C hrist.”

A nd th is w ould  be the p icture. Som ething 
like this—

I t  w ould be an  angel. H e w ould  be com ing 
dow n th e  street. H e w ould  be coming to w ard  
o u r door. A nd his fo rw ard  presence w ould be 
a shadow , and  his face w ould  be averted , and 
w here I  stood  his w ings w ould cast a  cloud.

B u t on th e  o th er side of him , the  side tu rned  
to w ard  the w orld  from  w hich he comes an d  to  
w hich he is going w ith  m y loved one, I  w ould 
p a in t w ings of burn ished  gold, and  a body  of 
silver sheen.

I  w ould show  a radiance flowing all the w ay 
from  the sta rs afar.

I  w ould  p a in t a brightness stream ing from  the 
w ide-open pearly  gates of the C ity  of God. the 
N ew  Jerusalem .

A nd underneath  the p icture  I w ould w rite , 
“T hanks be un to  God w ho giveth  us the  victory  
over sin, death  and  the  grave, th rough  o r r  L ord  
and  S avior Jesus C hrist.”
— R f.v . C h a r l e s  D . D a r l in g , in The Exposi tor.

I Would not Worry
I w ould  n o t w o rry  if I  w ere y o u ;

T h e  days w ill come an d  the  days will go, 
A nd anon  th e  sky  wdll be g ray  o r blue,

A nd the  ea rth  be covered w ith  flowers o r snow. 
T he sun w ill shine o r the  ra in  will fall,
B u t G od stands over and  u nder all.

Som e days will be dark , w ith  scarcely a sign 
T h a t G od ever gave you  a loving th o u g h t;

A nd H is face will be h id  w ith  H is love benign, 
A nd y o u r soul lie p rone  w ith  a  fight ill fought. 

A nd life w ill seem  em pty  of every joy—
A w orth less bauble, a  b roken  toy .

B ut I  w7ould n o t w w ry  if I  w ere you—
I t  w ill all com e righ t, p re tty  soon, depend; 

T he ra in  w ill cease an d  th e  sky grow  blue,
A nd G od to  y o u r h e a rt will k indly  send 

H is message of love— and  by  an d  by,
Y ou w ill w 'onder w hy  you  should  be sad an d  cry.

Bide close to  th e  F a th e r , let com e w h at m a y ;
R each o u t fo r H is h a n d  in rain  or sh in e ;

H e will tu rn  y o u r  n ig h t in to  sw eetest day,
A nd share H is b o u n ty  o f love divine.

H e never fo rgets fo r a  single day—
W hy need th en  to  fre t and  w o rry  a lw a y !

— F . B. M cM a n u s  in The  R a m ’s Horn.
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HOMILETIC AL
STEPS IN A SOUL’S DEPARTURE  

FROM GOD
B y  O l iv e  M . W in c h e s t e r

T e x t : R om . 1 :2 1 — “Because that ,  when they  
k n e w  God, they  glorified h im not as God,  
neither were th a n k fu l ;  but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark
ened.”

I n t r o d u c t io n : C onsideration  of the forces 
w hich m ay p lay  upon the  soul to lead it aw ay 
from  God.

I . F ir s t  S t e p — D o  n o t  G l o r if y  G od as God
T w o p o ss il 'e  in terp re ta tio n s:

1. W e m ay regard  th is as a dep artu re  from  
an intellectual know ledge of G od to  a 
failure to  give glory to G od as the 
M aker and  R edeem er of m ankind.

2. Or m ore d irectly  applicable to  our peo 
ple we m ay in te rp re t as the  defection 
from  a real heart know ledge of G od to  
a  failure to  give due glory to  God in 
times of stress o r w hen we wish to  exalt 
self.

I llu s tra tio n  - M oses, N um . 20: 12.
II . S e c o n d  S t e p — F a il u r e  to  B e T h a n k f u l

1. W e are exhorted  to  be than k fu l. Ps. 
100: 4 ; Col. 3: 15.

2. T he benefits of the  L ord  dem and  our 
g ra titude , Ps. 68: 19; 103: 2; 116: 12.

I I I .  T h ir d  S t e p— B e c o m e  V a in  i n  O u r  I m a g i

n a t io n  (cf. E ph . 4: 17-18).
1. E xalta tio n  of reason the  basis of m o d 

ernism  in the rejection of reveiation  and 
the  redem ptive w ork  of Christ.

2. E x alta tion  of reason the basis fo r the 
negation  of the  creative w ork  of God 
and  H is prov iden tia l care.

IV . F o u r t h  S t e p— F o o l is h  H ear t  I s D a r k e n e d

1. T he heart is the foun ta in  head of good
and  evil (C f. M a tt. 1 5 :1 9  and  Rom . 
10 : 10) .

2 If  th e  foun tain  head of light and  life 
becom es darkness, how  great is th a t 
d a rk n e ss!

(24)

C onclus ion: E x h o rta tio n  to  bew are lest we 
tak e  the  first step in departin g  from  G o d ; if 
we do not tak e  the first step, we will n o t take 
the  second. B u t should  we under stress of cir
cum stances be found  in defau lt, then  let us re 
new  our covenan t an d  give glory to  H im  w ho 
loved us and  redeem ed us from  o u r sins.

PRECEPTS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
B y  O l iv e  M . W in c h e s t e r

T e x t : “ R ejoicing in hop e ; p a tien t in tr ib u la 
tio n ; continuing in stan t in p ray er"  (R om . 12: 12.)

In troduc t ion:  Setting  of these precepts. T hey  
come in a series of such precepts, all of w hich 
are prac tica l in th e ir  n a tu re . T hey  are u tte red  
in brief, terse fo rm  m uch as th e  P roverbs. T hey 
differ, how ever, from  the  P rove rbs in th a t  while 
the la tte r  m ove on tlie plane of the  m oral and  
p ruden tia l, the  fo rm er rise to  th e  p lane of the 
religious and  spiritual.

I . R e j o ic in g  i n  H o pe  (C f. R o m . 5: 2-3; H e b .

3 : 6 ;  6: 18-10; 1 P e t. 1 :3 ) .
1 T he elem ent of joy  is an o u tstand ing  

fac to r in the  C hristian  religion.
2. T he highest jo y , how ever, is th a t  based 

on a hope th a t  has real v ita lity , such as 
the  C hristian  hope.

I I .  P a t ie n t  in  T r ib u l a t io n  (C f. R om . 5 : 3 ;
Jas. 1 :3 - 4 ;  L uke 2 1 :1 9 ; H eb. 1 0 :3 6 ) .
1. P atience o r endurance in the  C hristian  

fa ith  should  accom pany  joy  and  hope. 
O ften an em otional n a tu re  has little  en 
durance, bu t the  grace of G od tends to  
stabilize th is condition .

2. Patience should  be exercised under the 
m ost try in g  circum stances, th a t is, in 
trib u la tio n .

H I . C o n t i n u i n g  I n s t a n t  in  P r a y e r  (C f. L uke
IS: 1-7).
1. P ra y e r  has been one of the  m ost con

s ta n t fac to rs in all religions.
2. In  the C hristian  religion p ray er takes 

on new  form  and  force.
3. T he prayerfu l d isposition, how ever, is
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th e  goal to  be sought a f te r  by w hich the 
soul can readily  a t all tim es send fo rth  
its praise an d  petitions un to  God.

Conclusion: H o r ta to r y — H ere we have a trio  
of C hristian  v irtues com parable to o ther trios of 
such v irtues in the Scriptures, w hich if we are 
exercised thereby , we will become m ore exem plary 
disciples of C hrist and  serve G od m ore acceptably . 
W ill we no t give heed to  these adm on itions and 
m ake them  an  in tegral p a r t  of our living?

OUR INHERITANCE IN HEAVEN
B y  O l iv e  M . W in c h e s t e r

"T o  an inheritance incorrup tib le , and  undefiled, 
and  th a t  fadeth  not aw ay, reserved in heaven 
fo r y o u ” (1 P e te r  1 :4 ) .

In troduc t ion :  In tense  in terest is o ften  ex
pressed and  earnest effort is o ften  pu t fo rth  ill 
connection  w ith  inheritances here upon  earth .

I. I n c o r r u p t ib l e  ( C f. M a tt, b: 10-20).
1. D estructive  ■ forces o ften  p lay  upon in 

heritances here upon earth .
2. In  heaven, how ever, there  is noth ing  to 

co rru p t or destroy .
I I .  U n d e f il e d

1. T here  is no joy  o r pleasure on earth  
b u t has its m inor stra in .

2. T he heavenly  inheritance has no ta in t 
or a lloy  in it.

I I I .  F a d e t h  N ot A w a y

1. Inheritances upon earth  o ften  are t r a n 
sient— the rich at tim es becom e poor.

2. T he heavenly  inheritance is p erm anen t 
an d  abiding.

IV . R eser ved

1. O ften in the  case of inheritances the will 
is contested  and  the  one fo r w hom  the 
inheritance w as in tended  fails to receive 
it.

2. T he heavenly  inheritance  will be reserved 
fo r the  special ind iv idual.

Conclusion: H o r ta to r y— L et us give heed to 
m ake “ our calling an d  election su re” th a t  we 
becom e “heirs of G od an d  jo in t-helrs w ith 
C hrist."

SOME PREACHED SERMON OUTLINES 
IN CHRIST  

B y  B a s il  W . M il l e r  

The Supreme Beauty of Christ
T e x t : “T h o u  art fairer than the children of  

m e n ” (Psa. 45: 2).

In troduction:  O utside the tem ple stood the 
congregation  singing the  favorite  psalm s a t  the  
tim e of w orship. T hey  strike out upon “ The 
L ord  is m y shepherd ,” an d  sing on from  psalm  
to psalm , “T he heavens declare the glory of 
G od," "H e  th a t dw elleth in the secret place of 
the  M o st H igh ,” un til D avid  under the spell of 
divine prophecy sings, "T h o u  a r t  fairer th a n  the 
sons of m an ."  Christ is the  incom parab le  One, 
outshin ing in glory the  b righ test sons of the 
race, surpassing in pow er an d  m ajesty  all o th 
ers. T here is no sta n d ard  by w hich m an can 
m easure C hrist. H e is:

1. F a ir er  as a R e d e e m e r . C hristian  Science 
says “ T h in k  beau tifu l though ts and  be saved." 
T he ca thedra l of learning says, “ Delve in to  sci
ence, ch a rt the  heavens, tra in  the  m ind, and  be 
saved.” M o rality  affirms, “Live according to  ac
cepted ethical s tandards, an d  be saved.” P leas
ure, garbed  w ith  the  g litter of gold, teaches, “ D e
vote th ine all to the a lta r  of lu st.” B ut Christ, 
am id the  clam oring voices of the age cries out, 
“Com e un to  me . . . and  I  will give you rest.” 
H e is the  Savior incom parable, the  only Savior 
of the  w orld.

2. F a ir er  a s  a n  A n c h o r  o r  t h e  S o u l . Life 
is a sea w hipped in to  w ild frenzies by  the  rag 
ing tem pests. R ound  ab o u t everyw here the  storm  
rises higher— they  sink— souls d rift— strike the 
shoals— and  go dow n in despair. Ah, there is an 
anchor which will hold am id the w ildest storm s 
of passion, the  tem pests of financial stra in , the 
o ’erw helm ing floods of tem p ta tio n . ’T is the 
A nchor, C hrist Jesus. N o o th er anchor holds so 
securely in life 's sto rm s as C hrist. Place your 
confidence in education— and  life becomes an 
em pty  shell; in gold— and it disappears in th in  
a ir ; in friendships— and  w hen the  hours of grief 
rush in as a tide, hum an hands are too  frail to  
bear thee up. C hrist is the  A nchor all-sufficient, 
un m o v a b le !

2. F a ir er  as  a n  I n s p ir a t io n  f o r  a n  E n n o b l e d  

L i f e . W ould m an build  a  career?  D evote his 
life to saving an unknow n, and  an  unlovable 
tribe  of ea rth 's  darkest spots? Live for service, 
sacrifice and  loyalty  ? T hen  let him  m eet C hrist, 
and  h an d  in h an d  to  the  heights of service and  
sacrifice they  will clim b. N o m an in whose 
life C hrist is en th roned  can fail. Call the  roll 
of e a r th ’s m ightiest an d  th ey  have bow ed a t  the 
cross. P au l, L u th e r, W esley— preachers; N ew 
ton , F arad ay , K elvin— scientists; F lorence N ight-

(25)
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insale , L iv ingstone, C arey— th e  race’s benefactors
- - a t  the  cross of C hrist th e ir  lives began. N one 
else has lifted  m an to  the  heights of renow n as 
Christ. N one else as H e has placed the  fire of 
achievem ent in m an ’s blood.

Conclusion: In  th e  term s of the song, soul, 
yield th ine all to  H is tender em brace. F rom  
the pa th s of sin, go back to  C a lvary  and begin 
life anew , transform ed . On his face gaze and 
be redeem ed.

When Jesus Wrote on the Sand
T e x t : “B u t  Jesus s tooped dow n, and wi th  his 

finger wrote on the ground” (Jo h n  8 :6 ) .

In troduc t ion:  Jesus was n o t a m aker of books; 
but He- is the  insp iration  of m ore books th an  any 
o ther character or event of the ages. H e w rote  
no prefaces or in troductions to  the  w orks of the  
fam ed men of His age; bu t the w orld ’s greatest 
have  never tired  w riting  of H is deeds and  glory. 
B u t once is it recorded th a t  H e w rote , and  
then  it w as no t on the  p ap y ru s or vellum  of 
H is age, n o r the clay tab le ts  of earlier cen tu rie s ; 
b u t on the  sh ifting  sands, so th a t  the  b rea th  of 
the  sea a t the  next m om ent ob litera ted  H is w ords.
I t m ight have been th a t  H e w rote  a message of 
scorn for the  Pharisees, or quo ted  a passage 
from  the p rophets. P u ttin g  His life in these few 
w ords, or H is message to  a sentence or m erely 
a phrase or so, it m ight have been th a t H e 
thus w rote:

1. A M e ssa g e  of  S a l v a t io n— or the rem ission 
of sins. A daughter had  strayed , her v irtu e  was 
stolen, others condem ned, b u t Jesus consoled. 
O thers w ould  have  stoned  h e r; bu t Jesus f o r 
gave her. H is message th ro u g h o u t life w as one 
of forgiveness. F o r the  soul, strayed , lost, out 
of the  bounds of H is tender m ercy, to d ay  His 
message is one of sa lvation , release from  sin.

2. A M e ssa g e  of  C o n s o l in g  P ea c e . Others 
d id scorn h e r; b u t Christ only said, “ Go in peace 
and sin no m ore.” All th a t  have come to  Him 
have heard  these sam e w ords of consolation, “ Go 
in peace.” W e come to  H im  w ith  tu rbu lency  
in the  b reast, b u t we leave w ith  a peace serene. 
We come laden w ith  sin, b u t we go aw ay  w ith  
“ wings to the soul.”

3. A  M e ssa g e  o f  F r e e d o m  F r o m  F u t u r e  

A c q u is it io n . T he law  says th a t  m an  shall su f
fer fo r his transgressions, and afte r his penalty  
is inflicted, society still condem ns. B ut w hen 
C hrist blots o u t the  transgressions, no m ore fing
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ers of scorn can be po in ted  a t  one. T his g lori
ous gospel of Jesus effaces th e  pas t, purifies the 
soul, an d  sends one in to  th e  fu tu re  as a new  
crea tu re  in C hrist Jesus. T h e  sinner and  the 
sa in t a re  then  placed on an  equal standing. For 
C hrist is en th roned  w ith in .

C onclus ion: W hatever C hrist w ro te , it w as a 
message of freedom  from  sin 's yoke, peace from  
sin 's tem pest in the  soul, release from  sin’s c lank 
ing chains upon  the  h eart. So to d ay  w ould  H e 
m eet m an, and  tran sfo rm  him .

The Triumphant Christ
T e x t : “/  also overcame and am set d ow n  with  

m y  Father in his throne” (R ev . 3 :2 1 ) .

I n tro d u c t io n : In  every realm  C hrist is t r i 
u m p h an t— H is person is suprem e— His em pire of 
love is the  w o rld ’s m igh tiest— H is wisdom  su r
passes all others. As a w arrio r in the b a ttle  He 
overcam e un til v ic to ry  is H is. O ver every foe 
H e has triu m p h ed . H e conquered  every  enem y.

1. A t C alv a r y  C hrist tr iu m p h s over sin—  

here H e purchased  redem ption— here H e b a ttled  
the  cohorts of hell - b u t H e is v ic to r over sin.

2. A t P e n t e c o s t  C hrist tr iu m p h s in the  realm  
of m oral and  sp iritua l pow er and  en th ronem en t. 
The keynote of C h ris tian ity ’s progress, sw eeping 
as a  fioodtide the  n a tio n s of the  ages, its  pow er 
of tr iu m p h  over n a tio n s an d  m en is Pentecost. 
H ere th rough  the  Spirit • H e w as en th ro n ed  in 
H is fo llow ers an d  surcharges th em  w ith  pow er 
over every  foe.

3. A t  t h e  O p e n  T o m b  C hrist tr iu m p h s over 
m an ’s last m o rta l foe— death . In  answ er to  J o b ’s 
question cry it aloud, “If  a m an  die, he shall 
live again .” C hrist died and  arose— and as He 
so also shall we die, an d  arise again. At the 
open tc m b  C hrist assures us of the  fu tu re  life of 
glory in the  heavens.

Conclusion:  E n th ro n e d  in th e  h ea rt of m an 
C hrist m akes ou t of h im  also a  conquerer. T here 
is v icto ry  w hen C hrist is by one’s side. F o rty  
brave C hristians to  the  last m an died, as the 
R om an g u ard  w atched  over them , prom ising life 
to anyone w ho w ould  tu rn  from  C hrist. W hen 
b u t one rem ained alive, tu rn in g  to  th e  g u ard  he 
signified th a t  he w ould w orship  Ctesar. T he 
g uard  said, “ Give me th y  c lo thes; let me tak e  
th y  p la c e ; an d  fo r C hrist I  w ill give m y life in 
th y  stead , th o u  cow ard .” Yes, C hrist conquered, 
an d  still conquers.
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ILLUSTRATIVE M ATERIAL
Compiled  by  J . G l e n n  G o u l d  

Instantaneous Conversion
T he “P u n ch e r” w as a prize-fighter by p ro fes

sion, an d  it w ould  seem as though  he h ad  dropped 
abo u t as low  as a h u m an  being could possibly 
fall and  stiil re ta in  the  h um an  sem blance. So 
low dow n the  incline had  he gone th a t  he was 
seriously m ed ita ting  the  m urdering  of his wife 
“ for the  fun of it."  H e w as in a saloon d r in k 
ing at the  tim e it happened . A t the  tim e w hat 
happened  ? W ell, som ething ex trao rd in ary  took 
place— th a t is sure. W e cannot stop  to  detail, 
b u t an y w ay , he cam e ou t of the  evil re so r t, 
w ent direct to  ftis w ife w'hom he had  m arked 
fo r m urder, and  th is is w h a t he said: “ M ollie, 
I  am  going to  jo in  the  S alvation  A rm y.” M o l
lie, of course, w as incredulous, b u t th ey  w ent 
(o th e  m eeting. T hey  bo th  m arched up to the 
p en iten ts’ bench; A nd now  m ay we quote from  
(he b o o k ?  “ I cannot describe m y sensations. 
T h e  past d ropped  aw ay  from  m e; it dropped  
like a ragged garm ent. A n im m ense w eight was 
lifted  from  m y b ra in . I  felt light as air. I 
felt clean. I  felt h appy . I felt m y chest swell. 
I  canno t say w h a t it was. All I  know  is th a t 
there  a t th a t bench I  was dism antled  of all 
h o rro r  and  clo thed  afresh  in newness an d  jo y .”

A nd the  o th er stories cited in H aro ld  Begbie’> 
book are quite  as rem arkab le . T hey  are  illus
tra tio n s  of deliverance from  a m ost incredible 
cap tiv ity . T here  is no th ing  in H o ly  W rit m ore 
w onderfu l. T he change in these po o r derelicts 
seems sim ple, but behind it is the  m igh ty  pow er 
of the gospel of the  cross, and  the  tru th  for w hich 
th a t  gospel s tands— th a t  th e  very  low est can 
be loved an d  lifted  in to  th e  liberty  of the  light 
of G od.— D r . M a l c o l m  J a m e s  M cL e o d .

Faith in God
One snow y S a tu rd ay  n ight, w hen our w ood was 

very  low , a p oo r child cam e to  beg a little, as 
the  b ab y  was sick and the  fa th er on a spree 
w ith  all his wages. M y m other hes ita ted  at 
firs t. V ery cold w eather w as upon  u s ; a Sun - 
d ay  to  be g o tten  th rough  before m ore w ood 
could be had , an d  we also had a bab y . M y 
fa th er said. “ Give half our stock, and  trus* in 
P rov idence; th e  w eather will m oderate , or w ood 
will com e.” M o th e r answ ered in her cheery 
w ay, “W ell, th e ir  need is grea ter th an  ours, and  
if our half gives ou t wre can go to  bed an d  tell

stories.” So a generous half w en t to the poor 
neighbor.

A  little  la ter, while the  sto rm  still raged, a 
knock cam e, and  a farm er who usually  supplied 
us appeared , saying anxiously, “ I s ta rte d  for 
B oston w ith  a load of w ood, b u t it d rifts so I 
w ant to  go hom e. W ouldn’t  you like to  have me 
leave it here? I t  w ould  accom m odate me and 
you needn’t  h u rry  about paying for i t .” We 
children w ere m uch im pressed as fa ther said, 
“ D id n ’t I tell you w ood w ould come if the 
w eather d id n ’t m o d e ra te ? ”— L o u is a  M . A l c o t t . 

P h il .  4: 19

K iyom atsu  K im ura came to  A m erica to  learn 
of D w ight L. M oody  how  to be an  evangelist. 
M oody  w as im pressed by th e  young m an  and 
advised  him  to  secure tra in ing  a t th e  M oody  
In s titu te . T hey  w ere then  a t  San Jose, C ali
fornia, and M r. M oody  b ethough t him self that 
the  Japanese studen t m ight n o t have money- 
enough fo r the  ticket. “ H ave you any m oney?" 
he asked. “ Yes," replied K im ura. “ H ow  m uch?" 
“T h irty -fiv e  cents.” “ H ow  do you  expect to  
get to  Chicago on th irty -fiv e  cen ts?” “ H ow  do 
you in terp re t Philippians 4: 19?” “ Very well, 
I  shall expect to  see you in Chicago in Septem 
ber.”

K im ura held revival m eetings in San Jose 
am ong his countrym en, an d  established a church 
of fifty  m em bers th a t  sum m er. Bishop H arris, 
under w hom  he h ad  labored , gave him  a ticket 
to Chicago, and  his gratefu l church m em bers 
presented  him  w ith  a purse of fifty  dollars. H e 
w ent there and pursued  the  tw o  years’ course, 
and  then  was ready  to  re tu rn  to  Ja p a n  to  labor. 
B ut w hence w ould come his ticket th e re?  One 
evening he w as one of th ree speakers in a St. 
Louis m eeting, bu t the preceding speaker took 
an ho u r and  a half fo r his ta lk  an d  just one 
m inute was left for K im ura. “ M y nam e is 
K im u ra ,” he said. “ I am  from  Ja p an . I have 
no m ission board  or fence behind me, only 
G od A lm ighty. R em em ber me in yo u r p rayers.”

A lter the m eeting as he was passing out in 
the crow d he felt som eone’s han d  in his pocket. 
T urn ing  he saw a little  old w om an w ith d raw 
ing her hand. She quickly slipped aw ay  in 
the crow d. In  the  pocket she had  left an en
velope w ith  m oney enough to  take  him  to 
Ja p an  and  then  have a good supply  over. He 
alw ays rem em bered Philippians 4: 1<5. —  Selected.
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The Christ Brotherhood in Africa
Before the  people of G od began to  spring  up 

in the  forest there  w as no in te rtr ib a l ta lk  of 
“ b ro th e r” unless betw een allied tribes. I  once 
heard  long ta lk  of th is m a tte r  on a  forest jo u r
ney. I  h ad  fou r ham m ock carriers, each of a 
different tribe .

“T his w alking th a t  we w alk  to d a y ,” th ey  to ld  
each o th er on th a t  jou rney , “ is a  strange w alk 
ing fo r b lack  people to  w alk. F o u r m en of four 
tribes w alking in one com pany  an d  doing one 
w ork. G od alone could un ite  us afte r this 
fashion.” A nd to  the  w hite  w om an th ey  said, 
“Before the  tim e of th e  th ings of God, n o t one 
of us b u t w ould have feared to  m eet th e  o ther. 
Ah, b ro thers , is it n o t a tru e  w o rd ? ”

“ H e tells th e  tr u th .”
“ A nd now , we ea t together an d  we sleep to 

gether like people of one village.”— J e a n  K e n y o n  

M a c k e n z ie .

Dignity of Labor
T here  is an exceedingly suggestive p ic tu re  by 

M illet, the  French pain ter. I dare say  nearly  all 
of you have seen it. I t  is called “ T he A ngelus.” 
There are tw o  peasants, a  m an and  his wife, 
stand ing  in the  field w here they  are  toiling,
In  the  w est we see a  tem ple w ith  its sp irit. It 
is eventide. T he sun is sinking, and  out from  
the  sp irit of the  san c tu ary  there  sounds across 
the field the  angelus, and  w hen these peasants 
hear it, they  uncover th e ir  heads, an d  in the 
fields th ey  bow  to  p ray . B ut there is a b eau ti
ful significance th a t  M ille t has m ade the  light 
com ing from  the  se tting  sun to  fall on the  w heel
b a rro w  and  the  spade. T here  is th e  church, 
there are th e  w orshipers, and  there  is th e  spade 
— an d  the  illum inated  th ing  th a t  w ears the  halo 
is the com m on im plem ent of to il.— D r . J .  H . 
J o w e t t .

Duty and Destiny
Sim on P ete r is like all of us: he w ould ra th er 

ta lk  ab o u t fu tu re  destiny  th an  ab o u t p resent 
du ty . H is question is no t, “ W h at shall I  do 
n o w ? ” b u t, “ W here a r t  th o u  g o in g ?” Jesus, 
w ith  his absolu te candor, d rove the  necessary 
tru th  hom e in to  P e te r’s soul. F u tu re  destiny  was 
a  g reat th ing , b u t w h at P e te r  needed to  face 
w as presen t denial. A nd sure enough, th a t 
very  n igh t th e  m an w ho was so in terested  in the  
fu tu re , fell like a cow ard  an d  a  tra ito r . T he 
L ord  was very  gentle ab o u t it. H e to ld  P eter 
he should follow  H im  som e tim e a t th e  same
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tim e th a t  he to ld  him  th a t  he was going to  
cease follow ing H im  now . T h e  S av io r’s w ays 
w*ith souls are as w onderfu l an d  tender now  as 
they  were then , b u t we, to o , w ould  be saved , 
g rea t sorrow's if we w ere m ore in ten t on presen t 
fidelity th a n  upon  fu tu re  felicity. “M o th e r,” said 
a sm all boy, to  w hom  his m o th e r w as speaking 
recen tly  on du ty , “ let u s ta lk  ab o u t som ething 
m ore in teresting .” T h a t is th e  w ay  w ith  all 
of us. B u t w h a t in terests C hrist m ost is to  
see us now  an d  here acting  in th e  sp irit of the  
heavenly  kingdom .— D r . R o bert  E . S p e e r . 

Though the Outward Man Perish
Jo h n  Q uincy A dam s a t th e  age of eighty  m et 

a friend  on a  B oston  street. “ G ood m orn ing ,” 
sa id  th e  friend , “an d  how  is Jo h n  Q uincy A dam s 
to d a y ? ” “T h a n k  y o u ,” w as th e  ex-presiden t’s 
reply, “Jo h n  Q uincy A dam s him self is well, 
quite  well, I  th a n k  you. B u t the  house in w hich 
he lives a t presen t is becom ing d ilap idated . I t  
is to tte rin g  upon  its foundation . T im e an d  an d  
seasons have  nearly  destroyed  it. I ts  roof is 
p re tty  well w orn  ou t. I ts  w alls are m uch sh a t
tered  and  are trem bling  w ith  every  w ind. T he 
o ld tenem en t is becom ing alm ost un in h ab itab le  
an d  I  th ink  Jo h n  Q uincy A dam s will have  to  
m ove o u t of it soon. B u t he him self is quite  
well, quite w ell.”— Selected.

The Scar of the Cross
I f  there  is one scene th a t  sensitive hearts should  

shrink  from , it is the  aw ful scene of crucifixion. 
W e never could have endured  to  look on C al
vary , an d  yet it is C a lva ry  th a t  we com m em orate. 
Is  n o t th a t  s trange?  A sto ry  I  heard  th e  o ther 
S unday  w ill explain it. T here  w as a  lady  w ho 
w as very  beau tifu l— all excepting h er hands, 
w hich w ere m isshapen an d  m arred . A nd for 
m any  a long d ay  her little  dau g h te r h a d  w o n 
dered w h a t was the  m eaning of those repulsive 
hands. A t last she said to  her, “M o th e r, I 
love your face, an d  I  love y o u r eyes an d  y our 
h a ir, th ey  are so beau tifu l. B u t I  canno t love 
y o u r hands, th ey  are so ug ly .” A nd  th en  the  
m o ther to ld  her ab o u t her hands: how  ten  
years  ago the house h ad  tak en  fire, an d  how  the  
nursery  u psta irs w as in a blaze, an d  how  she 
h ad  rushed  to  the  cradle an d  snatched  th e  bab y  
from  it, an d  how  her han d s from  th a t  h o u r had 
been destroyed. A nd th e  b ab y  saved w as her 
little  listening daugh ter. A nd the  d au g h te r kissed 
the shapeless han d s ( th a t  she used to  sh rink  from , 
before she knew  th e ir  s to ry )  and  she said,
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“ M o th e r, I  love yo u r face and  your eyes and  
y o u r h a i r ; b u t I  love yo u r hands now  best of 
all.”— G. H . M o r r is o n .

Miracles and Human Experience
I  trav e l in to  th e  S ou th  Seas, an d  I  m eet a 

m an  there w ho has never so m uch as heard  of 
ice, an d  I  say, “M y  so u th e rn  friend , I  w alked 
across a lake one day in F eb ru ary , an d  i ever 
even got m y feet w et.” A nd he th ro w ; up ills 
hands in am azem ent, an d  says, “ T h a t is con
t ra ry  to  reason .” W h a t he is try in g  to  say is 
th a t  it is co n tra ry  to  his experience. W hen the 
E vangelist tells me th a t Jesus w alked ac.-oss a

Palestin ian  lake in A pril, I  have  no righ t to 
say th a t  it is co n tra ry  to  m y reason— it is con
tra ry  to  m y experience. If  I  am  to  cut dow n 
C hristian ity  to  th e  dim ensions of m y experience, 
I shall n o t have any th ing  left of surpassing value. 
T he fact is, C hrist transcends m y experience a t 
every po in t. W h at H e said runs as fa r be
yo n d  me as w h at H e did. “ I  do alw ays those 
th ings th a t are pleasing un to  H im .” T h a t is 
fa rth er beyond me th an  w alking on th e  w ater. 
“ H e th a t  ha th  seen me h a th  seen the  F a tb e r .” 
I  could never say a th ing  like th a t. —  D r . 

C h a r l e s  E. J e f f e r s o n .

PRACTICAL
PREA CH ER ’S VOICE AND DELIVERY

B y  W . W . M y e r s  

V II.

I N  the previous article on the  form s of em 
phasis tw o  form s w ere discussed. One was 
the  m ethod  of em phasis by  the  use of in 

flection, w hich is the  k ind  th a t p redom inates in 
conversa tion : the  o th er was th e  m ethod  of 
em phasis by  change of p itch , w hich is the  p rin - 
c 'pa l fo rm  in con trast an d  subord ination . T here 
rem ain  th ree form s fo r discussion in th is article.

T h e  first of these th ree , the  th ird  m ethod , is 
th a t of rh y th m ic  em phasis. T h is  consists of a 
“ greater p ro longation  of pause an d  the  conse
quen t increase of to u ch .” I t  im plies s trong  em o
tio n  and  “ suggests th e  m ovem ent of v iv id  im 
pressions w h ’ch are in tensely  felt. I t  expresses 
the intense fervo r and  deep continuous flow of 
passion .” T here  are tw o  appeals w hich a speaker 
m ay  m ake to  his a u d ien ce ; he m ay appeal to 
their intellect, or he m ay appeal to  th e ir  em o
tions. W hen an  appeal is m ade to  the  intellect 
the rh y th m  becom es broken  and  irreg u la r; when 
it is m ade to  the  em otions it becomes sm ooth  
and  regu lar. “ T he m ore sm ooth , regu lar, and 
obviously  rhy thm ica l speech becom es,” says D r. 
W oolbert, “ th e  m ore it s tirs  up  a to ta l bodily 
a tti tu d e — em otions— in hearers; while the  m ore 
varied , broken , an d  unm etrical it is, w ith in  de

finable lim its, the m ore it m akes an appeal 
intellectual.”

I t is possible to em phasize by the  use of 
rhy thm  ou t of all p ro p o rtio n  to  the  con ten t of 
the message. “T he p roverb ia l negro ph ilosopher” 
depended upon rh y th m  m ore th an  upon the 
con ten t of his message to  produce th e  desired 
effect upon his listeners. One has only to  visit 
a few m eetings am ong the  colored people to 
realize the  tru th  of th is s ta tem en t. “M any  m od
ern evangelists,” says W alter Dill S cott, “are 
especially pow erfu l in th e  use of rh y th m  in their 
d 'scourses, an d  the  effects produced  are o u t of 
all p ro p o rtio n  to  the substance of their serm ons.” 
These sta tem en ts are sufficient to  show  one the 
im portance of rhy thm ic  em phasis. I t  should be 
studied  by all our preachers so th a t  they  m ight 
know  how  to  use it to the  best advan tage in 
building u p  the  k ingdom  of God.

R h y th m  exists in prose as w ell as in poetry . 
I t is necessary, then , to  have some rh y th m  in 
reading, b u t care m ust be taken  n o t to  overdo 
it. “ I t is esthetically  displeasing,” says D r. C urry , 
“ to  have too m uch m ade of rh y th m  in the  read
ing of prose or poetry , b u t the  highest m ani
festations of a r t  are present w hen the  rhy thm ical 
form  is used to  express the  th o u g h t.”

T he follow ing selections are given fo r study . 
R ead  them  first, m aking an in tellectual appeal,
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and  second, m aking an appeal to  the em otion?. 
T he m ethods of em phasis for these tw o  appeals 
are well expressed by D r. C urry : “ E m phasis by 
m eans of inflection and in tervals or the  exten
sion of form  accentuates the logical relation  of 
ideas; rhy thm ic  em phasis expresses the  intense 
fervor and  deep con tinuous flow of passion." 
C on trast tlies'' m ethods in reading the selection 
below. Read it first in the conversational style 
of direct address.

“Sunse t and evening slur, and one dear call for  
rue!

A n d  m ay there be no moaning of the bar when  
I put out to sea.

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, too  
full for sound and foam,

W hen  that which drew from out the boundless  
deep turns again home.

“Twilight and evening bell, and alter that  the  
d a r k !

A n d  may there be no sadness of farewell, when  
I  em bark;

For tho' from  out our bourne of time and place 
the flood may bear me far,

I  hope to see m y  Pilot face to face, when I 
have crosst the bar."

— T e n n  y s < in  .

Now  read the selection again giving a tten tio n  to 
ry thm  and to feeling.

In reading the follow ing selection give special 
a tten tio n  to  rhy thm ic  em phasis, and  practice it 
until you can read w ith  some degree of p ro 
ficiency.

“Full m any a gem of purest ray serene
The dark unfat hom 'd  caves of ocean bear;  

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen. 
Ana  waste its sweetness on the desert air."

- From the Elegy,  G r a y .

Passages of scripture which should be read w ith 
rhy thm  arc as follows:

Psalm s 1, 10, and  °1 ; Isaiah 35 and 53; and 
Jo b  30: 10-25.

T he fo u rth  m ethod of em phasis is th a t of pause. 
This consists in m aking a rhetorical pause jus! 
before or just a fte r the em phatic w ord . I t  is 
very effective a lthough  it is seldom  em ployed 
alone; some o ther form  usually accom panies it. 
“W hen a speaker,” says D r. W oolbert, “ has just 
u tte red  w ords th a t carry  v ital and  im pelling

m eaning, he can add very  definitely to  th a t 
m eaning by keeping silent while the m eaning sinks 
in an d  effects its full m ission. Or, again, if the 
hearers are listening in ten tly  to the  th o u g h t of 
the speaker, a sudden silence brings all th e ir  
listening pow ers to  a focus on w h at is com ing 
next. E ith er of these types of the  d ram atic  pause 
is very  effective in carry ing  bo th  logical in ten t 
and personal a ttitu d e , bu t especially the  la tte r. 
A sudden silence has the sam e effect as a sudden 
noise— it a ttra c ts  a tte n tio n  and  gets an intense 
reaction. Silences judiciously  in terposed compel 
a tten tio n  to ‘he speaker’s th o u g h t, and so keeD 
the  m eaning to its in tended  d es tin a tio n .”

If the reader will pause at the  dashes in ren
d er 'll"  the  follow ing sentences, he will note the 
effect w hich m ay be produced  by the em phatic 
pause.

“ T he one rule for a tta in in g  perfection  in my 
irt -is prac tice"

“Q uoth  the rav en — nevermore.
“ M y answ er w ould be— a blow.
“ This— shall slay  them  bo th ."
“Of all sad w ords of tongue or pen.
T he saddest are these: ‘It m ight have been.’ ” 
“ W hom  therefore  ye igno ran tly  w orsh ip— him  

declare I un to  you."
“ At the  dev il’s b oo th  all th ings are sold,

Each ounce of dross costs its ounce of gold ;
For a cap and bell our lives we pay, 

Bubbles we b u y  w ith  a w hole sou l’s ta s k in g ;
’T is heaven alone th a t  is given aw ay,

’T is only God  m ay  be had to r the asking." 
The above selections will give the reader a fair 

represen tation  of this m ode of em phasis. O ther 
exam ples m ay be found  in y o u r-re a d in g  if you 
will w atch  for them .

T he last m ethod  of em phasis to  be discussed 
is that of force. T his consists in speaking the 
im p o rtan t w ord  or w ords w ith  a grea ter de
cree of loudness or w ith m ore in te n s ity ; it m ay 
he a com bination  of bo th . T h is m ethod  is the 
m ost com m on, a lthough  it is by no m eans the  
m ost im p o rtan t. It is so com m on th a t the  term  
em phasis is o ften  associated w ith  only th is one 
form.

“T he degree of loudness is governed by m ental 
concept ra th e r  th an  by the em otions.” A high 
key and  a lo u d  tone are freq u en tly  used to 
gether, bo th  resulting from  an excited m entai 
sta te . Passions such as joy , a larm , te rro r, de
fiance, or rage requ ire  a louder tone th an  con-
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ten tm en t, tim id ity , pathos, venera tion , or rev 
erence. 11 one is governed by  the  m eaning th is 
mode of em phasis is practically  self-evident in 
the follow ing:

“H a l t ! ” t i n 1 d u s t  b r o w n  r a n k s  s t o o d  f u s t ;

“F ire !” out blazed the rifle blast.

Degree ol loudness and  in tensity  are som etim es 
used in terchangeab ly , a lthough  th ey  differ con
siderably . D egree of loudness is dependent 
upon the am plitude of the v ib ra tions of the  v o 
cal cords; in tensity  is dependent upon the ‘'m a n i
festation  of th o u g h t and  em otional life as ex
pressed by the  en tire  b o d y ,” In ten sity  is not 
dependen t upon m ere loudness, b u t it is depend
ent upon earnestness. N ote the difference in force 
in reading the above q u o ta tio n  and  in reading the 
follow ing one:

“ IV gods!  M ust  /  endure all t h i s / "
In th e  first passage the  em phasis is brought about 
by the degree of loudness; in the second, by the 
in tensity .

The follow ing selections will be found useful 
in the s tu d y  of torce as a m eans of em phasis.

“I do believe,
Induced  by  potent circumstances, that 
You are mine enemy, and  make m y  challenge: 
You shall not be m y  judge,  tor it is you  
Have blown this coal betwixt  m y  lord and me;
II hich Cod's dew q u e n c h 1. Therefore,  I  say again,
I u t terly abhor, yea, f rom  m y  soul
Refu.se you fo r  m y  judge;  w h o m , yet once more.
I  hold m y  most malicious foe, and th ink not 
At all a friend to tru th . ' ’

— From H enry  V I I I ,  S hakf.spkark .

“Too hard to bear! w h y  did they  take me thencef  
0  G o d  A lm igh ty ,  blessed Savior, Thou  
That didst uphold  m e  on m y  lonely isle,
Uphold me, Father,  in m y  loneliness 
.4 little longer! aid me, give me strength  
N ot to tell her, never to let her know.
Help me not to break in upon her peace.
M y  children to o l  must I not speak to these,'' 
They  k n o w  me not.  I  should betray myself ,  
Never;  no father's kiss for  m e— the girl 
So like her mother ,  and the boy ,  m y  son.”

— F rom  Enoch Arden,  T e n n y s o n .

T here is one saying of Jesus w here th is m ethod  
w as em ployed, a lthough  C hrist seldom em p h a
sized by th e  use of force.

(31)

‘‘It is w ritten , M y house shall be called the 
house of p ray e r; bu t ye have m ade it a den of 
th ieves” (M a tth ew  21: 13).

H aving  discussed each m ode of em phasis sepa- 
a te lv , w e shall now  ad d  a few  rem arks w ith re
gard tii their use in con junction  w ith  each other. 
I t is seldom  ever th a t one m ethod  is used to  the 
exclusion of all others. In  the  exam ples already 
given will be found o ther form s of em phasis be
side the one being illustrated . In  closing one 
exam ple will be given show ing the use of the 
various m ethods in con junction  w ith  each other.

‘‘This was the noblest R o m a n  of them all: 
All the conspirators, save only he.
D id  that  they did in envy  of great Ca'sar; 
l i e  only, in a general honest thought •
A n d  com m on good to all, made one of them.  
His Hie wits gentle, and the elements  
So mix 'd  in him that nature might stand up 
A n d  say to all the world,  ‘t h is  was a m a n ! ' "

-  From Julius Ca'sar, S h a k e s p e a r e .

In the  last clause, “T h is was a m an ," it is 
possible to  com bine all live m ethods. T;he 
w ord, this, m ay be spoken bo th  w ith  inflectional 
em phasis and w ith  force. It m ay also be fol
lowed by the  d ram atic  pause. T he last three 
words, was a man,  m ay be spoken on a lower 
pitch, thus em phasizing the  central idea by 
change of pitch . This last clause m ust also 
have a rhy thm  in harm ony  w ith  the preceding 
lines, so rhy thm ic em phasis also plays its p art 
in bringing ou t the central idea.

The m astery  of the various form s of em phasis 
cannot be accom plished in a day . I t will take 
m onths of careful practice. Do not be discour
aged, bu t keep everlastingly a t it. Perseverance 
will win. R em em ber th a t if one w ould  be at his 
best in presenting the  gospel of Jesus C hrist, 
he must m aster these principles.

GOLDEN W EDDING SERVICE
By  J . VV. G o o d w in

A L T H O U G H  I have been in the m inistry  
for over th irty -six  years, the recent 
occasion of the  ann iversary  of the w ed

ding of D r. and  M rs. H . F. Reynolds was the 
first in w hich I have been called to  lead in a 
service of a G olden W edding. I t was indeed 
a question how  to  proceed and  m ain ta in  the  d ig
n ity  becom ing such a service. But we believe
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the L o rd  helped us, and  th ink ing  it w ould  be 
o f in terest to  our m inistry , 1 am  herew ith  g iv 
ing, as fa r as I  am  able to  rem em ber, th e  se rv 
ice w hich w as used extem poraneously , w ith  a 
few added suggestions. T h is of course is in 
tended  only to  suggest a p lan  fo r such a service.

(W hen the congregation has gathered , the  lead 
ers in the service m ay m arch dow n the  aisle, 
follow ed by the  m an an d  w om an and  th e ir chil
dren, if th ey  are p re se n t; and  w hen before the 
a lta r , the  m inister m ay  sa y :)

W e are assem bled here in th e  presence of God 
and these w itnesses to again recognize th e  sa
credness of holy relationship  of the  m arriage 
covenant. F ifty  years ago to d ay  this m an and 
w om an were united  in the holy estate  of m a tr i
m ony, w hich is an  honorab le  estate , in stitu ted  
of God in the  tim e of m an ’s innocencv. “F or 
this cause a m an shall leave his fa th e r  and  his 
m other an d  shall cleave un to  his w ife an d  they 
tw ain  shall be one flesh.” A nd “ W hat God 
h a th  jo ined together let n o t m an p u t asunder.” 
This holy estate signifies the  m ystical union th a t 
exists betw een C hrist and  H is church , w hich 
holy estate  C hrist adorned  and  beautified  w ith  
His ow n presence and  there perform ed  H is first 
m iracle for the  benefit of the  guests. I t  was 
com m ended by S t. P au l to  be honorable am ong 
all m e n ; and  therefore it is n o t by any to  be 
entered  in to  u n ad v ised ly ; b u t reverently , d is
creetly, and  in the fear of God.

F ifty  years ago our b ro th er an d  sister cov
enan ted  together to  live a fte r  G od’s ordinances 
in th e  holy  estate of m atrim ony . T hey  then  
p ledged to  love, honor, and  keep each o ther in 
sickness and  in h ea lth ; and  forsaking all others, 
to  keep them selves pure in th is holy  estate as 
long as they  bo th  should rem ain  alive.

A fter fifty  years of beau tifu l wedlock, our 
b ro th e r  and  sister come h ither to  confirm  their 
covenan t w ith  each o ther and  w ith  God, be
fore these witnesses. I  w ould  therefore call upon 
you all to  jo in  in the  sp irit of p ray e r and th a n k s
giving.

(H ere p rayer m ay be offered).
(T he sons and  daughters having form ed th em 

selves in to  a  semicircle behind th e  couple, the 
eldest in the  cen ter).

(T he m inister shall then  address the m an th u s ) :

D o y o u ------------------------in the presence of God
and  these witnesses, solem nly confirm  the  holy 
vows of yo u r m arriage covenant ?

(A nsw er: “ I do .")

(T he m in ister shall then  address the w om an 
t h u s : )

D o y o u ------------------------in the  presence of G od
an d  these witnesses, solem nly confirm  the  holy 
vow s of yo u r m arriage covenan t?

(A nsw er: “ I  do .” )
H ere the  eldest dau g h te r shall tak e  the  right 

h an d  of th e  w om an and  shall place it in the 
right han d  of th e  m inister, and  the  eldest son 
shall take  the  righ t h an d  of the  m an and  place 
it in the right han d  of the  m inister, w ho shall 
ho ld  their right hands and  have them  repeat 
a f te r  him  th e  follow ing sta tem en t of confirm a
tion :

“ I (using the  full nam e of the  m an) do now , 
in the  presence of God, and  these witnesses, sol- 
solem nly confirm  the  holy  vow s of our m arriage 
covenan t.”

(T h en  the  m inister tu rn ing  to  the  w om an)
“ I (using the full nam e of th e  w o m an ), do 

now  in the  presence of G od, and  these w itnesses, 
solem nly confirm  he holy  vow s of our m arriage 
cov en an t.”

(T he children m ay then  jo in  hands in a 
sem i-circle while the  m inister m akes the fo llow 
ing p ro n o u n cem en t:)

F orasm uch  as th is m an, our b ro th e r, and  this 
w om an, our sister, have confirm ed th e ir fo rm er 
covenant of fifty  years ago, to  live together in holy 
wedlock, an d  have w itnessed th e  sam e before 
G od and  th is com pany, an d  declared the  sam e by 
joining hands, I pronounce th a t  th ey  are h u s
ban d  an d  w ife and  th a t  th ey  shall con tinue to 
gether in the  nam e of the F a th e r, an d  of the 
Son, and  of the  H oly  G host.

(H ere  the  glosing p ray er shou ld  be offered.)
(T h e  follow ing benediction m ay be p ro 

nounced: )
“ T he L o rd  bless thee an d  keep thee, and  be 

gracious un to  thee. T he L ord  lift up his coun
tenance upon thee an d  give thee peace; bo th  
now  a n d  everm ore. A m en.”

[.U,
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'J ^ H IS  book is a symposium or collection of articles 
from different writers com piled by Rev. E. E. 

Shelhamer. Several thousand copies of the book 
have been distributed but for several years it has 
been out of print. W e have revised the book elimi
nating some m aterial and adding several new chap
ters and are now offering this revised second edition, 
a book of 191 pages, attractively bound in cloth 
boards, at ONE DOLLAR.

Dr. H. O rton Wiley, in the introduction says: 
“Young men will find in this book the fruitage 
gleaned from the experience of spiritual men, both 

in Am erica and Europe. Men of m ore experience in the work of the m in
istry will find it helpful in preserving the standards which have guided spir
itual m en down through the years in their work of faith and labor of love. 
The subjects are timely, vital and interesting. Those who read its pages, 
can but be inspired with new zeal for the old faith, and with increased 
prayer for the preservation of the high spiritual standards set forth in this 
adm irable book .”

Every one of the twenty-four chapters has a definite purpose of help
fulness. The contributors to this volum e num ber such pioneers of the doc
trine of holiness as John W esley, A dam  Clarke, Thom as Coke, and Bishop 
W ilson of Calcutta. Besides these there are articles from men of w orld
wide renown such as Chas. G. Finney, A. Sims, Richard Baxter, Dr. H. C. 
M orrison, Bishop Hogue, Bishop Logan, Wm. M cArthur, Bishop Sellew. 
The chapters appearing for the first time in this edition are The U nchang
ing Message and the Changing M ethods, by Dr. J. B. Chapm an; T he P rep 
aration of Sermons, by Dr. John Paul, President of Taylor University. 
Several chapters are written by the compiler, E. E. Shelhamer.

Price $1 .00  (W e pay postage)

f; NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, 2923  Troost A ve., Kansas City, Mo.
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The Biblical Illustrator
By Rev. Joseph E. Exell 

Price reduced from $1 2 0 .0 0  to $95 .00

This is one of the m ost exceptional offers ever presented to our m in
isters! T he Biblical Illustrator com plete in 57 volumes, form erly sold at 
$3.00 per volum e and $120.00 for the com plete set now offered at 
$95.00, plus delivery charges. No extra charge for extended paym ents. 
If your credit rating is satisfactory you can get the books on making an 
initial paym ent of $10.00 and agreeing to send $5.00 a m onth until en
tire am ount is paid. These easy term s are altogether out of the ordinary 
but we are m aking this special offer for the benefit of our ministers m any 
of whom have long desired these books but have been unable to get 
them  on account of the price, which until now has been $120.00.

The Old T estam ent volumes— 28 of them — will be sold separately 
for $47.50 and the 29 New T estam ent volumes for $47 .50— $5.00 
down and $5.00 a month.

A  Lundstrom , three-section, solid oak bookcase which will accom 
m odate both  O ld and
New Testam ent 

offeredumes, is
$ 1 5.00, s h i p p e d
knocked - down from 
factory. This m ay be 
paid for in three ad d i
tional m onthly pay
m ents of $5.00 each.

T h e  B ib l ic a l I l l u s t r a to r  
s c a r c e ly  n e e d s  a n  e x te n d e d  
d e s c r ip t io n .  M o s t o f  o u r  m in 
i s te r s  k n o w  o f  th e  b o o k s  a n d  
h a v e  h e a rd  o u r  G e n e ra l S u 
p e r in te n d e n t s  a n d  le a d in g  
p r e a c h e r s  r e c o m m e n d  th e m . 
W e  d o u b t  if  a n y  o n e  s e t  o f 
b o o k s  o f fe r s  a s  m u c h  u s a b le  
m a te r i a l  f o r  th e  b u s y  p r e a c h 
e r .

T h e re  a r e  a b o u t  3 4 ,0 0 0  p a g e s  
in  th e  s e t ;  f i f ty - s e v e n  v o lu m e s ,

! q u o ta t io n s  f ro m  1,000 a u th o r s ,  
i I t  is  a  l i b r a r y  in  i t s e l f  a n d  
i d is p e n s e s  w ith  th e  n e c e s s i ty  
| f o r  s c o re s  o f o th e r  b o o k s .
| E v e ry  b o o k  o f  th e  B ib le  is  
| t a k e n  u p , c h a p te r  b y  c h a p te r ,  
; v e r s e  b y  v e r s e .  T h e  b e s t  
I th o u g h t s  o f  th e  m o s t  d e v o u t  
j a n d  s c h o la r ly  B ib le  s tu d e n t s  
i a r e  p r e s e n te d  h e re  in  o rd e r ly  
i fo rm .
• F o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th o s e  w h o  
| m ig h t  w is h  to  e x a m in e  a  v o l-  
i u m e  b e fo re  o rd e r in g  w e w ill 
S s e n d  a  “ te s t in g  s a m p le "  on  
; r e c e ip t  o f $2 .5 0 . T h is  v o lu m e  
i m a y  b e  r e tu r n e d  fo r  r e fu n d  
! le s s  a c tu a l  c o s t  o f f o rw a rd in g .

1 NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 
\ 2923 Troost Avenue

Kansas City, Mo.

as
i
1
I
v


